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City of Montevallo establishes trial 
program for public transportation 


By WAID JONES, Managing editor 





As students move back onto 
the University of Montevallo’s 
campus, they may notice signs 
proclaiming, “It’s time to ride.” 
These are signs denoting the pick- 
up locations for the City of Mon- 
tevallo’s new pilot program for a 
bus system called Montevallo Area 
Express, or MAX for short. This 
experimental program took its 
maiden voyage on Monday, Aug. 
13, just a week before students 
began returning to the University. 

The bus system is a partnership 
with the Birmingham-Jefferson 


County Transit Authority to 


A Montevallo Area Express bus stops outside Napier Hall. Photo by Waid Jones 


provide public transportation for 
Montevallo. The system is free 
to ride during the pilot program, 
which will end at the beginning of 
2019, and covers many of Mon- 
tevallo’s most important stops. 
The bus route currently has 
stops on Main Street, as well as at 
Meroney House, the McChesney 
Student Activity Center and Na- 
pier Hall. The route also includes 
both Oak Park and Cobblestone 
Apartments and will run from 7 
a.m. to 8 p.m., seven days a week. 
In total, the loop should take 
approximately 30 minutes from 
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beginning to end, and can be 


monitored using the myStop Mo- 
bile app. The app also provides an 
approximation of the bus’s current 
location, as well as departure and 
arrival times for all the stops on 
its route. 

The buses themselves, as well as 
all stops, are ADA compliant and 
allow for wheel chair access. Buses 
additionally allow passengers to 
stow bikes on board to aid with 
longer journeys. Free Wi-Fi will 
also be available for passengers 
while on the bus. 


‘The entire route, as well as the 
bus’s schedule, is available on the 
City of Montevallo’s website and 
will be posted around town. May- 
or Hollie Cost hopes to encourage 
Montevallo citizens to embrace 
riding the bus instead of walking 
everywhere, an issue she noted on 
the bus’s maiden voyage as one of 
the program's key struggles. 

In a press release regarding 
the new program, the city stated 
it hopes the bus system will help 
citizens cut down on using their 
vehicles to make short trips and 
will allow for the city to be more 
environmentally conscious, saying, 
“on average, bus transit routes 
produce 33% less greenhouse gas 
emissions than single occupancy 
vehicles.” 

At a City Council meeting the 
night of the inaugural voyage, the 
council appeared optimistic about 
the success of the program and its 
ability to help the community and 
their constituents. 

“T think it’s a great opportunity 
for Montevallo to have a transit 
system, said Jason Peterson, City 
Council Member for District 4, 
adding, “I hope we can expand it 
more.” Peterson also stated that 
he hopes additional stops can be 
added into more residential areas. 

In a Public Transit Meeting 
held July 16 at Montevallo’s City 
Hall, Mayor Cost stated, “We 
need to look at the ridership 
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and see how it best services the 
community, when asked about 
adding more stops and investing 
city money into the program. 

During the pilot program the 
city will be monitoring the success 
and use of the bus system so they 
can better tailor it to the needs 
of the community. Some changes 
have already been proposed, with 
more stops planned to be added 
on Highway 25 by the end of 
September. 





It's time to ride! 
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205-521-0101« www.maxtransit.org 





A Signs, such as the one 
pictured above, denote 
stops along the MAX bus 
route. Photo by Waid Jones 
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Viewpoints 


Letter from your SGA 








President 


Dear Montevallo Students, 


My name is Tori Irvin, and I am so excited to serve as your SGA President this year! 
Whether you're an incoming freshman or a senior preparing for graduation, I want to 


welcome you back for another year on our beautiful campus. 


As I’ve prepared for my senior year, I have been reflecting on my past three years spent 
here at Montevallo. I wouldn't trade my time spent here for anything, and I have a few 


pieces of advice I’ve picked up along the way. 


It doesn’t matter if you're new or old, Montevallo has a place for you this year, and 
I urge you to take advantage of your time in college. There are so many unique 
opportunities for you as a UM student, everything from undergraduate research, to 
joining organizations, to participating in the centennial College Night productions! 


One of my favorite qualities of our campus is that there is a home for everyone, as 
long as you go out and search for it. My first piece of advice to you is to get involved! 
If you step outside of your comfort zone and participate in activities beyond attending 
class, you will form lifelong friendships and gain the necessary experience for one day 


entering the workforce. 


My next piece of advice is to build relationships with our faculty and staff, especially in 
your department. Our professors and staff members are some of the most thoughtful, 
caring and considerate people I have ever met. Thanks to our small class sizes, we have 
a unique opportunity in getting to know our professors and enriching our learning 


experience. 


Most of our faculty members have spent time working hands-on in the field they are 
teaching, and we as students can learn valuable lessons from them that will prepare us 
for our futures. Whether it’s a talk about class, a discussion on career options or even 
just a chat about everyday life, I urge you to visit your professors during office hours! I 


know they would love to hear from you. 


My final and perhaps most important advice to offer is this: Cherish the small 
moments that come along the way. Although it may seem insignificant at the time, 
those late nights in the library studying for an exam will someday be a cherished 
memory. I urge you to go on that late-night McDonald’s run, dress up with your 
friends for the Tacky Prom or just sit on the floor watching funny YouTube videos all 
night long. In the end, when we've all graduated and moved on to bigger and better 


things, those are the moments that will stick out the most. 


Of course, focus on class and keep your grades up, but don’t forget to have a little bit of 
fun in the process. Your time spent here at this University will be some of the best years 


of your life, so be sure to make the most of it. 


Good luck. The year is in your hands. 


Sincerely, 
Tori Irvin 


fh 


Photo by Alyssa Green 


This is not a manifesto for when I’m 
forty-five: Why what you write in 


college has weight 


By WAID JONES, Managing editor 


P 


It’s a strange, yet arguably 
shared experience, to look at a 
picture of a dog you retweeted and 
wonder if a potential employer 
will view it in a poor light. ‘This 
concept has recently invaded my 
thinking and reinforced my aware- 
ness of the lack of reality on social 
media platforms. These spaces are 
less a reflection of my everyday life 
and more a curation of the image I 
want to present the world. 

The harsh truth is that what 
you make public will affect your 
future. James Gunn, director of 
both Guardians of the Galaxy 
films, has recently learned that 
what he posts on social media has 
consequences. Gunn was fired 
after tweets he made nearly a de- 
cade ago regarding topics such as 
pedophilia and rape surfaced. ‘The 
award-winning director defend- 
ed his tweets saying, “they don’t 
reflect the person I am today.” 

It’s important to look at the 
fact that his tweets are damag- 
ing to his career today, but were 
published nearly a decade ago. So, 
140 misguided, inappropriate and 
unfortunate characters intended 
as a less-than-okay “joke” have 
ruined Gunn's career. Yet, the in- 


tervening time is expected to make 
no difference on who Gunn is. 

I know I wouldn’t want to be 
held accountable for many of the 
things I said 10 years ago. I was 
13, and since then I’ve grown up 
and learned a lot; but, because of 
social media those poorly thought 
out posts are immortalized on 
the internet. I’ve changed a lot 
in 10 years, just as Gunn states 
that he has, and the views of my 
13-year-old self were much more 
controversial than the statements I 
choose to make public now as an 
adult. 

There will come a time in 
10 years where I may even look 
back at this article and regret it. 
Prominent political figures are 
coming to this same realization 
about their college writings, as a 
recent judicial nominee, Ryan W. 
Bounds, was withdrawn by Pres- 
ident Trump over controversial 
writings from college. ‘The articles 
in question Bounds wrote 20 years 
ago, expressing troubling thoughts 
about multiculturalism on college 
campuses. 

Bounds is expected to be the 
same person at 45 that he was at 
22, and not to have changed over 


the intervening 23 years, my entire 
lifespan. The prominent prosecu- 
tor, and graduate of both Stanford 
and Yale, noted that his statements 
in the article were, “often over- 
heated, overbroad,” and “not as 
respectful,” as would have been 
necessary of the debate he wished 
to have. All too often we look at 
the writings of college students as 
some manifesto that will follow 
them for the rest of their lives. We 
argue that they will never change, 
even though “twenty-somethings” 
are in one of the most chaotic and 
flexible periods of their lives. 

I personally don’ even feel like 
the same person I was five years 
ago as my priorities have shifted. 
Even over the last year I’ve become 
a more understanding and open 
person with a much better ability 
to empathize with people from 
different backgrounds than my 
own, because I’ve been exposed 
to a more diverse group of people 
than before. 

It’s hard to comprehend the 
idea that we are expected to be 
fully developed at each of these 
life stages, with the idea that we 
are legally considered full adults at 
18, but still can’t consume alcohol 





for another three years. Are we to 
believe that both no changes are 
supposed to occur and also that 
there’s a drastic difference be- 
tween 18 and 21-year-olds? ‘That 
45-year-old me will be the same as 
21-year-old me, when, in the eyes 
of the law, 21-year-old me isn't 
even the same as 18-year-old me? 
Yes, I might regret writing this 
when I’m in line for some large 
position, and it’s stated promi- 
nently in the New York Times, 
“Judicial nominee wrote in college 
that he would not condemn men 
who made comments in poor taste 
about race in America, pedophilia 
and rape.” Even though I will say 
right now that I condemn the 
comments themselves, but these 
men’s histories need to be exam- 
ined under a magnifying glass in- 
stead of being outright dismissed, 
as assuming they haven't changed 
over the span of ten to twenty 
years is just ridiculous to me. 
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New UMPD chief speaks on community policing 


By DONOVAN CLECKLEY, Copy editor 


Chief of police and director 
of public safety Tim Alexander 
recently joined the University of 
Montevallo Police Department 
(UMPD), bringing with him not 
only years of experience, but also 
the drive to emphasize and main- 
tain our Montevallo community 
and its people. 

Leading by example, Chief 
Alexander hopes to strengthen 
the bonds among members of 
the University community. He 
desires to show “the true meaning 
of community policing,” work- 
ing together with the people of 
the Montevallo community to 
make connections and to bridge 
differences. 

Emphasizing how individuals 
work together to transform the 
lives of others, he defines com- 
munity policing as “passionate 
policing with a purpose to impact 
a positive change.” 

According to Alexander, 
unity within the community, an 
understanding that all people are 


equally important to the whole, 
makes community policing what 
it is in terms of effectively working 
alongside fellow citizens toward 
envisioned togetherness. 

Discussing his childhood, 
growing up in a single-parent 
household in the projects near 
campus, Alexander remarked 
on the value of the Montevallo 
community to him, stating, “This 
community gave me the under- 
standing to know it doesn’t matter 
how you start in life, it’s the finish 
that makes the difference.” 

To Alexander, wherever a 
person starts, wherever a life may 
begin, that person can advance 
toward greatness by humbly giving 
back to the people who, through 
their early influence, made a posi- 
tive impact on the life of a child. 

On his inspiration for his 
work, he first mentioned his faith 
in God and his thankfulness for 
the blessing of helping others and 
serving them in communion with 
other people. He also emphasized 


the importance of his family and 
how what he does in this life 
defines how he is viewed when he 
is gone. 

For Alexander, life is a compo- 
sition of events, whether good or 
bad. He views his life story in the 
following way: “Some people write 
short stories with their life. I’m 
writing a series of novels with my 
life, and I’m not done yet!” 

Envisioning the University of 
Montevallo as the students’ home, 
Alexander desires, most impor- 
tantly, for the totality of the UM 
community to work toward im- 
proving Montevallo and making 
it a place for the souls that, years 
from now, will walk the campus 
and see the beauty of Montevallo. 


Met, 
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Tim Alexander, new UM chief of police, was officially sworn in on June 26, 2018. Photo 


by Alyssa Green 


UM professor to serve on statewide committee 


By JAMIE HAAS, Editor-in-chief 


Je 





Drawing upon his education in marketing, Beal sought to ‘get his name out there,” using 


signs placed around his district. Photo courtesy of Brendan Beal 


Dr. Brendan Beal, assistant 
professor of social work at UM, 
has never considered himself a 
particularly “political” individual; 
however, in the coming months 
he expects to become more 
engaged in the realm of local pol- 
itics than he has ever been due 
to his recent election to the State 
Democratic Executive Commit- 
tee (SDEC). 

The SDEC is the governing 
body of the Alabama Democratic 
party. It consists of two represen- 
tatives from all 105 State House 
Districts, with members elected 
during the Democratic primaries 
of midterm election years. 
Initially, Beal had no intention 
of running; instead, Montevallo 
local and fellow SDEC member 
Cheryl Patton encouraged him to 
consider the position. 

“At first, I told her, ‘no, no way. 
I don't want to get involved, but 
then she assured me - and she’s 
been right so far — that it’s not a 
big position,” said Beal. “It’s about 
the smallest elected position 
there is. I always make the joke 
that it feels like more people vote 
for dog catcher than they do 
this.” 

Despite the relative slightness 
of the position, Beal is eager to 
watch and learn from the other 
committee members. 


“Tm not ready to pound my 
fists and say “This is what should 
happen in Alabama!’ because I’m 
new to Alabama. I’ve been here 
2 years,’ said Beal. “But this is 
cool because I’m hearing a lot of 
smart, passionate people, and I 
get to sit back and hear why they 
think and feel the way they do.’ 

Although new to the SDEC, 
Beal has already set a goal for 
himself as a committee member: 
encouraging as many people 
to run for political positions as 
possible. 

“The idea is to support demo- 
cratic candidates. I see it as trying 
to get more democrats to run 
for local political positions, the 
people who wouldnt run without 
that encouragement,’ said Beal. 
“More candidates across the 
board means more competition, 
which can be a good thing.” 

Beal likened candidates to 
prospective hires at a company, 
stating that if one is trying to hire 
someone for a job, it's more ideal 
for 19 people to apply than it is 
for one or two. 

“It’s better for the business, 
and it’s better for the communi- 
ty if more candidates run,” said 
Beal. 

As for the campaign he ran to 
attain his position, Beal stated it 
was his favorite part of the pro- 
cess thus far. 


“It’s something Pll never 
regret. If it goes nowhere from 
here and my political career 
fizzles out, I will always have the 
fact that I did run a successful 
campaign, said Beal. 

The majority of the campaign 
was run digitally, particular- 
ly through the use of a public 
Facebook page. The only major 
physical contribution Beal made 
was the purchase of 15 signs, 
which, at the advice of a friend, 
Beal waited to display around his 
district until the night before the 
election. 

“I didn't do any traditional 
canvassing, no shaking hands or 
kissing babies,” said Beal. “I was 
just like, “Hey this is me, this is 
my name, I have six dogs.” 

The final vote was 389 to 308, 
with Beal overtaking his opposi- 
tion, Ralph Hendrix, by 81 votes. 
Beal emphasized, though, that 
there were no hard feelings be- 
tween the two; and, he intends to 
work closely with Hendrix while 
he serves on the SDEC. 

For the time being, Beal con- 
siders his political line of work 
a secondary responsibility to his 
academic career. 

“I'm Brendan Beal, social work 
professor, first. Somewhere down 
the list is politician,’ said Beal. 
“This is definitely on the side for 


> 


now. 


Students voice concerns over the nixing of 
Broadcast emails 


By DONOVAN CLECKLEY, Copy editor 


When Broadcast emails used to 
arrive en mass in students inboxes, 
broadcasting multiple events per 
day via individual emails, it was 
commonly regarded as a hassle. 
Many students paid little, if any, 
attention to broadcasted emails in 
the first place, unless the subject of 
the email specifically aroused the 
students’ interests. 

Now, with the newly 
introduced Falcon Digest, there is 
instead a compilation of campus 
activities and events put into one 
place, which, like broadcast, also 
has its potential pros and cons in 
implementation. 

SGA President Tori Irvin 
expressed her concern about the 
transition, stating how previously 
in regard to broadcast emails, 
“many students only read the 
subject line and never clicked on 
the email to read the body.” 

Because of this recurring trend, 
students typically glanced at the 
subject line while ignoring the 
content and news available in the 


emails. Fearful of a continuation 
of this pattern, especially its 
potential impact on advertisement 
for activities and events on 
campus, Irvin expressed that 
student attention to Falcon Digest 
may be even more limited. 

“By Falcon Digest compiling 
all the events into one email, it is 
likely that the entire email will not 
get read, and those events listed 
further down the list will not be 
seen, said University Program 
Council (UPC) Coordinator Bria 
Owens, commenting on the shift 
from Broadcast emails to the daily 
Falcon Digest. 

Like Irvin, Owens takes into 
consideration the possible negative 
consequences arising from the 
replacement of Broadcast and 
how it could affect programming 
advertisement. 

Yet, at the same time, Owens 
revealed that while she is 
concerned about student attention 
to Falcon Digest, she considers 
it necessary to approach the 





change with a positive attitude. 
As such, she hopes that, with the 
innovative change from the use of 
Broadcast emails to Falcon Digest, 
our students will be reached and 
will be receptive to information 
about our activities and events on 
campus. 

UPC Assistant Coordinator 
Jonathan Mendoza, similar to 
Irvin and Owens, emphasized 
that, while the broadcast emails 
did result in a cluttering of the 
inbox, Falcon Digest may be less 


efficient in campus happenings to 
the students. 
Mendoza shared his concern 


that “with the new restrictions and 
guidelines,” assisting organizations 
in circulating information to the 
campus as a whole could become 
more difficult. 

This lack of efficiency in 
advertisement could impact the 
attendance of events on campus, 
making advertising more difficult 
than under broadcast. 


Although students 
share concerns about the 
implementation of Falcon Digest, 
and how replacing Broadcast could 
prove ineffective, this semester 
will reveal if students continue 
following their pattern in how 
they addressed prior emails or if 
they take an enhanced interest in 
the listing of various events at once 
in Falcon Digest. 
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From college to congress: 
UM student takes on the capitol 


By JAMIE HAAS, Editor-in-chief 


When Zoe Scott was a child, 
the question was often posed to 
her, “What do you want to be 
when you grow up?” Like many 
kids, Scott’s answer could vary 
depending on any number of fac- 
tors: how early in the day it was, 
what shed seen on TV the night 
before, or if she was particularly 
hungry at that moment. At times 
her destined career path might 
have been becoming a mermaid, 
and at others, the president, both 
of which could be dubbed equally 
unrealistic depending on who you 
ask. 

However, if one were to flash 
forward to present day and take 
into account the eventful summer 
Scott spent at the U.S. capitol, the 
latter profession doesn’t seem so 
out of reach. 

Thanks to the aid of non-profit 
organization College to Con- 
gress and its partnership with the 
University of Montevallo, Scott 
spent two months in Washington 
D.C. completing a rigorous and 
prestigious internship in the office 
of Senator Doug Jones, D-AL. 

College to Congress's mission 
is to provide pathways to Pell 
grant-eligible students seeking 
highly competitive internships in 
Congress. More often than not, 
such positions are unpaid, which 
can act as a barrier to low-income 
individuals seeking these oppor- 
tunities. 

“These internships can lead 
to the jobs that allow people to 
be those influential decisionmak- 
ers and voices in America,” said 
Scott. “College to Congress wants 
Congress to look like America, 
bringing voices to the table from 


all backgrounds and stories.” 

Cost was not the only poten- 
tial barrier for Scott. Although 
possessing the necessary qualifi- 
cations and an outstanding work 
ethic, she was not naive enough 
to think that alone could secure 
her such a highly sought-after 
position. 

“I saw it as a closed door. As a 
young woman in the south there 
are certain limitations society 
wants to put on someone like me,” 
said Scott. “My parents are incred- 
ible, but they’re not well-connect- 
ed politically, which is what you 
oftentimes need to attain these 
kinds of internships.” 

There were also certain per- 
sonal values Scott hoped not to 
compromise on should she ever 
make it to capitol hill. Although 
Alabama is a red state, Scott knew 
she wanted to work for a Demo- 
crat, which, until the election of 
Senator Doug Jones in December 
2017, would have been another 
obstacle to overcome. 

Yet, one by one, such obsta- 
cles were eliminated, and all the 
proper pieces seemed to be falling 
into place. For the political science 
and environmental studies double 
major, it felt as though the stars 
had aligned in order to make this 
opportunity possible. 

However, obtaining the intern- 
ship was only half the battle; per- 
forming the daily tasks required 
of her once within the capitol was 
another crusade altogether. 

While in D.C., Scott began 
each day at 8:30 a.m. and finished 
9 hours later at 5:30 p.m. The 
time in-between was spent work- 


ing at the front desk and checking 


in those visiting or holding meet- 
ings with the senator, providing 
tours of the capitol, answering 
phone calls from Alabama con- 
stituents and completing research 
projects for the senator and other 
staff members. 

“Issues discussed are so varied. 
No one person could take in all 
of it, so you work to ease that 
burden,” said Scott. “They needed 
facts and information, and interns 
can be useful tools to get those.” 

All the while, Scott said she 
made it through the experience 
with the guidance of her support 
system from College to Congress. 

“T had this network who 
wanted to support me and also to 
relieve the burdens they experi- 
enced so I didn't have to,” said 
Scott. “Audrey Henson, founder 
and CEO of College to Congress, 
is a remarkable woman. I remem- 
ber telling her I didn’t always 
perceive myself as being strong. 
It’s a powerful label, and not one I 
felt fit me. She told me, ‘I’ve only 
known you for a couple days and I 
think youre strong, and youre just 
going to get stronger from here.” 

Scott said she was also warmly 
welcomed by every UM alumni 
she met, who provided her every- 
thing from life advice to intel on 
the best local coffee spots. 

“They made me feel at home 
in a city that’s 800 miles away,” 
added Scott. 

It’s more than the alumni Scott 
said she was thankful for, she 
believes the skills learned at UM 
were uniquely applicable to her 
situation as well. 

According to Scott, D.C. is 


often characterized as a politically 


: 





Audrey Henson (lett), the founder and CEO of College to Congress, and Zoe Scott inside 
the Capitol Building. Photo courtesy of Zoe Scott 


polarized city, but there’s a lot 
more work that goes on across the 
aisle than others realize; people 
who dont’ necessarily see eye-to- 
eye on everything find common 
ground every day to make mean- 
ingful progress happen. 

“UM prepared me to have 
conversations with people I didn’t 
agree with and to find common 
ground so we could work togeth- 
er,” said Scott. “It sounds cliché, 
but we have a diverse student 
body, so I carried that perspective 
to D.C., and that was one of the 
most powerful tools I had at my 


disposal.” 


While Scott’s immediate 
future doesn’t include a presiden- 
tial campaign, working in the 
capitol as a legislative assistant is 
a path she could easily see herself 
following. 

“T really fell in love with D.C. 
this summer, so I definitely hope 
to go back,” said Scott. “But, op- 
portunity presents itself in curious 
ways, so I want to be open to 
whatever might be next.” 


Thrift Shop Pop-Up feeds the hungry 


By JAMIE HAAS, Editor-in-chief 


When Madi Niven thinks back 
on her time at the University of 
Montevallo, one course in 
particular stands out. As a former 
communication studies major, 
Niven remembers all too well 
the prompt Dr. Sally Hardig of- 
fered her and her classmates when 
choosing a semester topic in 
their Persuasion course: What 
would you march in the streets 
for? 

For Niven, the answer to that 
question was, and continues to be, 
ending child hunger. 

“T’ve had a heart for a while to 
feed people who were starving. To 
me, that’s something that 
pulls on my heartstrings,” said 
Niven. 

While she has yet to literally 
take to the streets for the cause, 
she has made admirable strides 
through other efforts. 

Following a trip to Haiti with 
the charity group Food for the 
Poor, Niven felt restless. There was 
a duality to her trip that she 
couldn't shake. While the locals 
she encountered greeted her with 
warm smiles and kind hearts, the 
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conditions in which they were 
living presented a striking 
contrast. There were people lack- 
ing the basic necessities that are so 
often taken for granted. 

“It’s Maslow’s hierarchy of 
needs. Basically, the first need is 
food, water and shelter. If you 
don’t have that then it’s really hard 
to pursue anything beyond that,” 
said Niven. “Something as 
simple as providing food can give 
people the opportunity to pursue 
even more opportunities.” 

Once back home, Niven was 
further inspired by the words of 
her pastor; he said, “Not on our 
watch are kids going to be starving 
when we can do something about 
i 

Niven more than agreed with 
that sentiment, and sought to not 
only spread that message but 
take action. It was then that the 
idea for a thrift shop pop-up took 
hold. 

A pop-up is a short-term retail 
event that once it’s gone, is gone 
for good; and, Niven, while a 
huge advocate for feeding the 
hungry, is also passionate about 
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other movements, including 

those of the trendy sustainable 
clothing variety. What better way 
to combine her two loves of 
thrifting and helping those in need 
than a one-day consignment event 
where all the proceeds 

go to the organization she admires 
so much, Food for the Poor? 

Beyond Niven’s own enjoy- 
ment of thrift shopping, she also 
knew that such an event would be 
accessible for many people to 
participate in. 

“I wanted to create an event 
that made it easy for people to 
help others,” said Niven. “People 
at any stage of life could help 
either by donating or by shopping 
at the event. It widened our 
audience.” 

Although Niven was the mas- 
termind behind the occasion, she 
credits her success to the efforts 
of her family who worked so hard 
to aid her every step of the way. 

From finding sponsors, 
donors and a venue, to provid- 
ing exposure via social media, to 
volunteering the day of the 
event, Niven never worked alone. 


(Left) The one-day-only pop-up event was hosted at Alabasters own Boutique Bazaar. (Right) Madi Niven poses with the pop-up sign 


betore customers arrive for the limited-time event. Photos courtesy of Madi Niven 


Niven also received aid from 
the community. Birmingham 
Mountain Radio provided the 
pop-up with free ads on air, as well 
as social media posts promoting 
the event; Birmingham vintage 
apparel shop Manitou Supply 
donated clothing to be sold; Bir- 
mingham food truck Bendy’s 
Cookies & Cream donated 60 
cookies to be given out to custom- 
ers; and, not to be forgotten, 
Boutique Bazaar of Alabaster 
served as the venue for the event, 
free of charge. 

On the day of the event, shop- 
pers were greeted by an array of 
miscellaneous goods. Clothing, 
shoes, electronics, toys, furniture 
and cookware were just a few 
categories of stock present at 
the pop-up. Stand-out items 
included collector’s edition Barbie 
dolls and a myriad of designer 
purses. 

Even Niven herself succumbed 
to the pop-up’s treasure trove of 
goods. “I went and bought 
clothes at the thrift shop pop-up,” 
said Niven. “You know it’s good 
when the people who are 


running the event can't wait to 
shop either. We wanted to be a 
part of it.” 

The pop-up’s goal was to raise 
enough money to feed 50 starving 
children. However, by the end 
of the day they had raised $2,699, 
enough to provide food to 61 
children for an entire year. 

“Every time a kid was fed, so 
for every $43.83 that was given to 
the pop-up, we had a bell- 
ringer, my dad,” said Niven. “We'd 
hear it ring and go, ‘oh my gosh 
we just fed our sixth kid,’ or 
‘oh my gosh we just fed our thirti- 
eth kid or our fiftieth kid,’ or ‘oh 
my gosh we just fed our sixty- 
first kid! It was awesome.” 

Considering the event's success, 
it should come as no surprise that 
many people have begun 
asking Niven if and when a second 
thrift-shop pop-up will be held. 

“Tm not sure when the next 
one will be, or if ’m going to 
make it a once-a-year thing or 
twice-a-year thing,” said Niven. 
For now, the 24-year-old plans on 
taking a long-awaited and much- 
needed rest. 
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Back-to-school tech 
buyer’s guide 


By WAID JONES, Managing editor 


The beginning of every school 
year is filled with new school 
shopping. Finding that one device 
or piece of tech that will help you 
finally reach your academic goal, 
or more easily maintain it, can be 
hard; but, don’t worry. I’m here to 
make it easy for you. This year’s 
tech releases have been filled with 
ups and downs, but the following 
gadgets and apps are either worth 
the investment or best left alone. 

Apple released its most recent 
version of the iPad March 2018, 
lowering the price and adding 
support for the Apple Pencil, 
something which on the surface 
doesn't seem like anything special; 
but, in the hands of a student it is 
a game changer. The Apple Pencil 
was originally introduced with 
the 12.9” iPad Pro in November 
2017, and still retails for $99; 
however, given the chance the 
Apple Pencil will revolutionize the 
way you take notes in class. 

The iPad has the ability to 
replace your textbooks and note- 
books all in one small, easy-to- 
carry device. This can allow you to 
secure amazing deals on textbooks 
via Amazon's Kindle app, as well 
as cut the expense of notebooks 
completely out of your yearly 
budget. A keyboard can also be 
purchased for the device allowing 
it to replace a laptop if needed, as 
versions of Microsoft Office are 
available. 








Photo ourtesy of Apple, Inc 


This song made its home on the iPod 
minis of so many impressionable tweens 


Another way to potentially 
improve your performance in class 
is to get organized, and Google 
Calendar is one of the best ways 
to do this. A few minutes spent at 
the beginning of the semester al- 
low you to quickly glance at your 
daily schedule. It may also help 
you keep track of important due 
dates and events coming up. The 
best part, though, is that Google 
Calendar is available for free from 
Google on all your devices and 
allows you to update it once to see 
the change anywhere. 





Photo courtesy of Google 


Keeping healthy is just as 
important as remembering when 
your classes are. Studies have 
shown that extended studying 
without breaks can be detrimental 
to retention, so having something 
that will prod you to stand up 
every hour can be very beneficial. 

Often, I won't be paying at- 
tention while studying and notice 
that I’ve spent hours siting at a 
table without taking a much need- 
ed break. ‘The gadget that can help 
with encouraging physical activity 
is the Fitbit Alta Fitness Tracker, 
available on Amazon for $99.95. 

The device includes a super 
bright OLED display and up to 
five days of battery life. Along 
with the ability to track your steps 
and activity, the device can even 
track how well you're sleeping and 
act as a vibrating alarm. 


PLAYLIST 


for good reason: none of us were yet old 
enough to party, but gosh-darn it if we did 


not have the spirit. 


Nothing represents teenage emotion 
better than Amy Lee’s gothic, lilting sopra- 


Every scene phase began with a pop-punk 
ballad. Panic! at the Disco and the all-im- 
portant exclamation point in their name 
introduced several teenagers to the subcul- 





Photo courtesy of Fitbit, Inc. 


Of course, for every good deal, 
there is also an equal but opposite 
bad deal. For instance, Apple’s 
MacBook Pro line was recently 
refreshed with new processors 
and an updated keyboard, but the 
issues which faced the device are 
still present in this generation. 

Lackluster performance and a 
severe lack of anything but USB-C 
ports, combined with a keyboard 
that feels like you're jamming your 
fingers against a brick wall have 
led to me being unable to recom- 
mend Apple's flagship laptop. 

Additionally, Apple was re- 
cently the subject of a class action 
lawsuit involving the keyboards 
on their MacBook Pro line, and, 
while saying the issue is fixed, they 
are still using a similar keyboard 
design, so I would be hesitant to 
drop over $1,000 on the device. 

With the amount of time we 
spend on our phones it’s often 
exciting to get a new one, but 
even though Samsung’s Galaxy S9 
and Note 9 were just released, I 
recommend waiting on making a 
purchase. Apple and Google are 
expected to announce their next 
generation of phones in Sep- 
tember, with Apple’s iPhone line 
looking at major upgrades on both 
the inside and outside. 

No matter how you choose to 
spend your money, buying any of 
the products I recommend here 
can help you this semester as you 
strive for better grades or for more 
efficient time management. 


Cn. 


parties, and the lack of any discernible 

tone change make it a must for belting our 
hearts out on long car rides with our belea- 
guered friends. 





By KAITLYN SHEHEE 


Aries i Apart from the 
buzzing of bees, the days 
have been nice. You've 
grown immune to the buzz, 
or so you think. You still 
cower in fear when it 
approaches. But what is an 
insect to a ram? 


Taurus &i The longer 
knuckles knock, the harder 
the splinters are to remove. 
Especially on your own. 
Was that wood pine or oak? 
You never could tell, could 
you? 


Gemini Dancing with 
giants is fun until they step 
on your toes. How were you 
to know that keeping 
company with behemoths 
was best left to those with 
smaller feet? Ah well, next 
time you'll come prepared. 


Cancer & Do you hear 
that? The soft, rumbling 
purr of a kitten bathing in 
the sun? Look at her in all 
her lazy beauty. Look, and 
know that you too will find 
your moment of sweet 
simplicity. 


Leo & A machine that 
never falters is desired 
beyond all others, but there 
is beauty in fixing some- 
thing. And you do so love to 
tinker. 


Virgo @) The moon is 
relentless in her pull of the 
tides, and even rocks fall 
whimsy to her gravitation 
over the years. Buta 
change doesn’t mean 
there’s been loss. 


cool? 


Libra & A snake uncoils 
and stretches long and 
proud, displaying its loveli- 
ness to all who catcha 
glimpse. And yet, no one 
approaches. It would seem 
you and the snake have yet 
to grasp that less is more. 


Scorpio if A clementine 
is sweet, even if it’s bruised. 
That doesn’t mean you 
have to bruise it to prove 
it’s still sweet. You, too, 
must know the taste of 
injured fruit. 


Sagittarius J Likea 
bean sprout, you grow ever 
upward. It reaches farther 
and farther, unaware of 
how high it can go until, 
suddenly, it loses sight of 
those on the ground. But 
you have the chance to 
look down. So, go ahead. 
Look! 


Capricorn & If your 
eyes try to take in too 
much at once, you'll lose 
the beauty of it all. Don’t be 
afraid to blink, and blink 
again. Now once more. 
Much better. 


Aquarius & Awilted 
rose is considered less 
beautiful than one in full 
bloom, but lately you seem 
to be plucking them too 
early. If only there was a 
way to be sure, but that’s 
the problem isn't it? 


Pisces [© Bats are lovers 
of the dusk and you too 
must learn to love the 
in-between. Enjoy the head 
rush from sleeping upside 
down, but have the sense 
to see the world right side 
up as well. 


BACK-TO-SCHOOL BOPS: 
2000'S EDITION 


human being not to know the answer to the 
age-old question: what's cooler than being 


This song appeals to the soul of anyone 
who has ever wanted to become a superstar 


and prove wrong the naysayers like their 
parents who begged them to “have a back- 
up plan,” and “actually attend those guitar 
lessons you asked for.” 


no. These were the bars we belted when the 
tears ran dry, leaving angst in their place. 


No middle school dance would have been 
complete without this number. Kingston 
inspired legions of pre-teens to take to the 
dance floor in the hopes of becoming the 
aforementioned “shorty” desired by their 
peers 


Brandon Flowers may not always catch 
the pitch, but he captures our hearts and 
minds with this well-known ditty. Its re- 
petitive lyrics make it a must for karaoke 


KOI 80YS by LAURA DEROCHER 


WHAT DO You CALL 


A cowBgoy #HO 

Rives A FISH 

IN¢GTEAD oF A 
Horst 2 


ture of colorful, spiky hair and thick, dark 
eyeliner. 


This song spoke to a generation of 
mall-dwelling, iPod-owning individuals who 
considered a “date” to be sitting on the park 
bench with their crush while their nosy 
friends eavesdropped. This hit served as 
“our song” to a million burgeoning teenage 
relationships. 


Even now this tune serves as the 
crowd-pleaser of the century. It is next to 
impossible to ignore the irresistible calls of 
“fellas” and “ladies,” and far be it from any 


WHATS 
A HORSE? 


Arete Te!) 


SA) 


The rise of boy bands is a testament to 
both the reliance of the music industry 
on the dollar of tween girls, as well as the 
attractiveness of men who regularly groom 
themselves. 


Once in a lifetime, a song comes along 
that touches your heart with its sinceri- 
ty and its courage to speak deeply to the 
shared human condition. This is not that 
song. This is the bop of the generation, and 
its catchy tune and enthusiasm speak to the 
human desire to get up and shake what our 
mamas gave us. 


Submit your 
comics to 
alabamian@ 
montevallo.edu 
for a chance to 
be featured in 
our next issue! 
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Meetings on Monday at 5pm in the 
Student Publications Office in Farmer Hall 





Journalism Bootcamp on Sept. 7 


CONTACT: jhaas@forum.montevallo.edu 


Jamie Haas 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 


“The Tower” 
Literary Magazine | Laura Derocher 
Ideroche@forum.montevallo.edu 


On 


“Montage” 
Yearbook | Erica Lewis 
elewis6@forum.montevallo.edu 
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Business affairs VP talks Falcon Flex, 
loss of Domino’s Pizza 


By JAMIE HAAS, Editor-in-chief 





Dominos will have the opportunity to accept Falcon Flex again next academic year. Photo by Jamie Haas 


There is scarcely a student that 
has yet to hear the news: Domi- 
no's Pizza is no longer accepting 
Falcon Flex, the University dining 
plans’ cash-equivalency system, as 
a form of payment. 

While this development may 
have been met with shock and 
disappointment from many a 
hungry college kid, Vice President 
of Business Affairs Mary Ellen 
Heuton sought to inform the 
students of UM that the decision 
to remove Dominos was not one 
made with malicious intent. 


“The company that we have 
signed a contract with to manage 
Falcon Flex and the GET App 
is responsible for handling the 
off-campus businesses that take 
flex points,” explained Zachary 
Brown, Assistant to the VP of 
Business Affairs. “At the end of 
every school year and before the 
beginning of the upcoming fiscal 
year, which starts Oct. 1, they 
renew the contract and make sure 
all the i’s are dotted and the t’s are 
crossed. In this case, one of the t’s 
was not crossed, so Domino’s was 


dropped.” 

Categories reviewed prior to 
contract renewal include the num- 
ber of employees a business has, 
the retention of those employees, 
overall quality of service and 
health score rating. 

Heuton was quick to clari- 
fy that although she could not 
disclose exactly which condition 
Domino's had left unfulfilled, 
students need not worry over 
the health and food safety of the 


establishment. 


Brown additionally emphasized 
that Domino’s flex-status this 
academic year is by no means a 
permanent fixture. 

“This doesn’t mean that Dom- 
ino’s is gone forever, it just means 
that next school year, if the terms 
and conditions are met and if they 
have the desire to do so, they just 
have to reapply,” said Brown. 

In the meantime, students 
wishing to dine off-campus are 
reminded that the following estab- 
lishments still accept flex dollars: 
Frios, Huddle House, Jack’s, KFC, 
Main Street Tavern and Subway. 

As for the future of Falcon 
Flex, Heuton stated that a process 
is currently in the works to im- 
prove the way businesses are added 
to and removed from the system. 

Students with comments or 
concerns regarding any aspect of 
Falcon Foods are encouraged to 
send their statements to the Food 
Advisory Committee. The com- 
mittee is comprised of students, 
faculty and staff from UM and 
its purpose is to advise the Vice 
President of Business Affairs and 
the Director of Falcon Foods on 
issues relating to food services on 
campus. 


Spoken word poetry fills Farmer 





By ADAM MCCAIN 


Megan Falley is a native New 
Yorker, award winning feminist 
poet and author who began 
performing her poetry at coffee 
shops, bars and colleges almost 
12 years ago after seeing a spoken 
word performance while in college 
herself. 

Since then, she’s performed all 
across the country, and on Tues- 
day, Aug. 28, Falley took the stage 
in Farmer Hall. 

Even though Falley was 
generally unknown across UM’s 
campus, students in attendance 
were more than satisfied with the 
unapologetic brashness of the 
artist. Some were even moved by 
the show, while others appeared 
genuinely entertained. 

Falley achieved this effect by 
keeping attendees of the event 
involved in the show by asking 
questions, having a dialogue with 
various crowd members and at 
some points taking simple polls 
of the audience, allowing Falley 
to entertain and engage the crowd 
with the topics of her poetry 
during the performance. 

Falley is no stranger to the 
literary arts and was motivated 
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Hall at UPC event 


to pursue poetry as a career by 

a spoken word performance she 
saw nearly a decade ago. After 
graduating with a degree in 
English literature, Falley has used 
her skills to talk about the societal 
issues important to her, spreading 
messages of LGBTQ+ acceptance, 
feminism and body positivity. 

Falley explained that before 
witnessing the groundbreaking 
college performance, she had been 
a lifelong performer and writer. 
Until her first encounter with 
spoken word poetry, though, the 
closest thing to a poet she heard of 
was lyricists. 

“T feel like I found poetry in a 
lot of places,” said Falley. “Before 
I even knew who poets were, or 
knew of any poets, I was really 
moved by great lyricists.” 

Another one of her influences 
came early in her life. “My mom 
listened to a lot of Joni Mitchell, 
and I was really moved by her 
from a young age,” said Falley. 

“What's cool about this art 
form is that most of my poetic 
heroes are also my peers,” Falley 
added when asked about those 


heroes. 
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Falley uses spoken word as a form of activism. 


Falley cited students as one of 
the reasons why she enjoyed com- 
ing to colleges to read her poetry, 
stating, “I really like students. I 
feel like when youre of the college 
age, youre getting your first edu- 
cation on your own, and I feel like 
my shows are really educational.” 

Her advice to any aspiring 
poets is simple: “Read. Read a 
lot, and don't make excuses for 
writing. You don’ have to be in 
the mood to write, you just write. 
Every day if you can. And, every 
single person has their own story 
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Photo by Jamie Browder 


to tell, you don’t have to tell any- 
one else’s story. And that the most 
poetic thing is the small details of 
your life that you remember. For 
instance, the more specific some- 
thing is, the more poetic it is.” 

So far, Falley has written three 
collections of poetry including 
“Bad Girls, Honey,” “Redhead and 
the Slaughter King,” and “After 
the Witch Hunt.” Falley’s work is 
published by Write Bloody Pub- 
lishing, and her next full-length 
poetry collection, “Drive Here and 
Devastate Me,” will be available 
this month. 


Find us on 


Facebook 


www.facebook. 
com/TheAlabamian 


T-SHIRT 
TRADE-IN 
DAY MAKES 
A COMEBACK 


By VICTORIA WRIGHT 


T-shirt Trade-In Day 
made a return to the Uni- 
versity of Montevallo on 
Thursday, Aug. 30, in Farmer 
Hall just in time for College 
Colors Day on Aug. 31. It’s 
been approximately seven 
years since the first trade-in 
day, which occurred follow- 
ing UM's logo-change in 
ZULU. 

Once students learned of 
the event's return, they ex- 
pressed on social media how 
eager they were to partici- 
pate, and a select few, myself 
included, showed up early to 
trade in shirts. 

You may be asking your- 
self the question: what exactly 
does t-shirt trade-in day 
entail? The event presents stu- 
dents the opportunity to give 
away those old or unwanted 
college shirts in exchange 
for a brand-new Montevallo 
shirt. Plus, all donated shirts 
are set to be donated to a 
local non-profit. 

During the event, a total 
of 37 shirts were turned 
in. “We received the larg- 
est number of shirts from 
Alabama and Auburn, the 
number was tied,” said the 
Director of University Rela- 
tions, Kira Thomas. “South 
Alabama was a close second, 
Mississippi State and ‘Troy 
tied for third.” 

There were also a small 
number of miscellaneous 
community college shirts 
traded in for the new brand- 
ing-inspired “You belong at 
Montevallo,” merch available 
at this year’s event. 

The “you belong” slogan 
was inspired by a new trend 
among prospective college 
students. Recently, more and 
more incoming freshman are 
placing a higher value on that 
coveted sense of belonging on 
campus when deciding where 
to attend school. 

“The new branding 
expresses that everyone from 
all backgrounds belongs at 
Montevallo,” said Thomas, 
who emphasized that UM 


has a very diverse campus. 
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Freshman insights on the realities of college 


By ARIEL HALL 


My senior year of high school 
was by far one of the hardest 
years of my life. Not only do 
seniors have to deal with making 
good grades while balancing 
extracurriculars, friendships and 
jobs, we were expected to make 
one of the biggest decisions of 
our lives: where to spend the next 
four years. It was one of the most 
stressful years of my life, but also 
one of the best. From my school 
production of Addams Family to 
the homecoming game, to prom 
night, those memories will last 
forever. But now it’s time for the 
next chapter of my life. 

No one I went to high school 
with was going to the University 
of Montevallo, except for one. 
Yet, from the moment I stepped 
on these bricks, I immediately 
felt at home. Simply stated, the 
community here is incredibly 
wholesome and welcoming. 


That being said, there were a 
lot of misconceptions I was told 
about college culture, especially 
about social life, living in 
residence halls, the people I'd meet 
and the classes I'd be in. 

Due to the influence of the 
media and the people around 
me, I made assumptions about 
the social climate of college, 
but my assumptions couldn't 
have been more wrong. In high 
school, there’s a strange hierarchy 
with popular jocks and preppy 
cheerleaders at the top and 
everyone else at the bottom. In 
college, though, no one cares what 
you did in high school. Of course, 
you ll find people with the same 
interests, but generally speaking, 
no one cares about your social 
status. 

In the world of romance, 
you always hear the “we met 
in college” stories, my parents 


included. I had a preconceived 
notion that I too could find my 
future spouse here. I’ve been 

here for a couple weeks and I’ve 
since realized that it’s okay if I 
don't. The next four years are 
about finding myself, not finding 
someone else. 

When I was in high school, 
we had several foreign exchange 
students, most of which I was 
good friends with, and I expected 
that to stop when I got to college. 
I expected maybe a few out-of- 
state students and some transfers, 
but the reality is that people from 
all over the country and even the 
world are present with me in class, 
eating next to me in the caf or 
living in my building. They have 
their own stories just like me. 

I had a lot of worries when 
it came to living on campus, 
especially about having a 
roommate. My best friend is 


a sophomore in college who 

had a lot of beef with her now 
former-roommate, which made 
me paranoid about my own 
on-campus living experience. 
However, I couldn't be more 
relieved; my roommate and the 
friends I’ve made in my residence 
hall are genuinely amazing 
women. 

The first class I walked into 
made clear to me that professors in 
college are unique individuals and 
not the holier-than-thou figures 
you see so often in high school. 
Obviously, the work is harder 
and there’s more of it to be done 
independently. Yet, all the work 
serves some sort of purpose, unlike 
the busy work of high school. 
Additionally, learning takes place 
outside the classroom, and the 
class isn't geared toward passing a 
test. In this sense, academics are 
not at all what I expected. 


Veteran opinion: “I stand for them” 


By WAID JONES, Managing editor 


Being a veteran is a unique 
experience, and though none of 
my friends are in “combat zones,” 
ve been acutely aware that all of 
them are involved in dangerous 
work. Every time there’s an 
aviation accident I’m afraid to 
check the news. The idea of what 
tragedy could transpire is all too 
real. 

Since I was medically 
discharged in 2017, there have 
been a slew of Marine Corps 
Aviation accidents, but that’s 
nothing new. From 2013 to 2017, 
the number of aviation accidents 
in the Marine Corps has risen 
80%, with the yearly average now 
at 105. 

Most of my close friends joined 
around the time I did in 2015, 
or 2 years into a notable rise in 
aviation accidents, but it takes 
a while to get through all of the 
training to be a Marine Aviator. 
Wings don't come easy, and it 
wasnt until 2016 that most of my 
friends were flying. I had already 
lost someone by then. 


LCPL Kyle Bowersox died in 


Fish are friends, not 


By LAURA DEROCHER 


On Sept. 19, the University 
Programs Council (UPC) will be 
hosting Fish Fest, where, accord- 
ing to their promotional flyers, 
live goldfish will be given away to 
event attendees. Those same flyers 
also advertise free decorations and, 
most concerningly, bowls for the 
fish to be kept in. As a former 
employee of PetSmart, as well as 
a lifelong fish owner, when these 
flyers went up, so did a ton of red 
flags. 

A simple Google search will tell 
you that a bowl is an unacceptable 
home for a goldfish for a plethora 
of reasons, so it’s disappointing 
to see how ill-researched this 
event was, or possibly how much 
information was willfully ignored. 
Most pet stores reserve the right to 
refuse to sell a fish to a customer 
who does not have adequate tank 
space. 

PetSmart defines an adequate 
starter tank for a single goldfish 
as 10 gallons or more, while 
Petco suggests a minimum of 20 
gallons. As the fish grows, though, 
a larger tank (30 gallons or more) 
is recommended. Such a large tank 
may sound extreme for one small 
fish, but goldfish can grow much 
larger than many people expect. 
Common goldfish often grow 
to 6 inches or more when kept 
in a pond or a spacious enough 
aquarium. 

However, goldfish kept in 
bowls will generally never grow 
past 1 or 2 inches, because the 
limited space stunts their growth. 
As a result, the fish become 
deformed and sick, often dying 


late 2015 after being hit while 
riding a motorcycle. He was home 
to surprise his sick mother. 

We werent close, but I knew 
him. He was a duty driver for 
our squadron, and we would chat 
politely while I rode in the van. 
He always had a happy demeanor 
and was usually ready with a joke. 
He was always smiling and he had 
an infectious laugh. 

We didn’t get to grieve for long 
because training was important, 
the end goal and the mission’s 
success were always paramount. 
That’s the military; you can’t take 
too long to mourn because you 
have a job to do, and everyone is 
counting on you. 

Often times people discuss 
historically liberal politicians 
whose decisions couldn't help but 
be influenced by prior military 
service. I’ve noticed a similar 
streak in me, because, to me, 
the flag forever waves because 
Bowersox died. 

Many of my superiors at the 
school house really cared about 
their junior Marines, wanting 


after only a few months, which 

is significantly sooner than their 
average lifespan, according to 
literature found on Petco’s website. 
Bowls also allow the goldfish to 
move dangerously close to their 
opening, presenting fish the op- 
portunity to jump out. 

In addition to the insufficient 
living space, it is very difficult 
to use a filtration system of 
any kind with a bowl. While a 
goldfish may be able to survive 
without filtration, the amount of 
waste that they produce makes it 
very difficult to provide a clean 
environment for the fish without a 
proper filter. Buildup of chemicals, 
such as ammonia, in the bowl 
can eat away at the slime coating 
and bacteria that protect the fish’s 
body, causing painful burns and 
potential infections. 

Fish can also be injured or 
killed by heavy metals and pol- 
lutants in tap water that is not 
properly treated. ‘The flyers do not 
indicate any provision of water 
treatment products or pre-treated 
water with the bowls and fish. 
Petco suggests a water change in 
a goldfish’s aquarium every two 
to four weeks, and that’s in an 
aquarium with a filtration system. 
Without one, the fish owner 
would need to carry out water 
changes nearly every two or three 
days. Even the most dedicated 
college students likely don't have 
time in their schedules for such a 
high-maintenance routine. 

There is also no guarantee that 
every person who attends this 
event will understand the amount 


them to do their best, but this was 
combined with the knowledge 
that they were training them to 
one day potentially end up part of 
a harrowing statistic. 

Death is a constant. It’s always 
on the back of your mind as a 
possibility. When you enlist, you're 
signing more than a contract. 
Youre signing a blank check 
payable up to and including your 
life. It’s hard for me to come to 
grips with this sacrifice that so 
many are willing to make and that 
others seek only to cheapen. 

CPL Daniel Baldassare, was 
a crew chief attached to a reserve 
squadron out of New York. He 
flew on KC-130s, large cargo 
planes used for refueling missions, 
or to move cargo and personnel. 
He died on a routine flight over 
Mississippi with 16 others on 
board. No one survived the crash. 

On Aug. 9, CPL Jonathan 
Currier, went overboard in the 
Southeast Philippines. CPL 
Currier was declared dead 5 days 
later, on Aug. 14. He was not only 
a friend of mine but someone who 


you could, no matter what, count 
on. He was one of the best men I 
have ever known. 

Currier and many more put 
their lives on the line, making the 
ultimate sacrifice for something 
they believed was worth it. They 
gave their lives for a country they 
believed in. Through thick or thin, 
regardless of administration, they 
all fought for the ideals that define 
us as a nation, and it is through 
their sacrifice that our rights may 
be preserved. 

‘They are the reason I continue 
to stand for the national anthem. 
It’s a respectful symbol, not of 
hate, or bigotry, but of the ideals 
codified into the language our 
country is based on. Progression 
is possible, and the shining 
possibility of a more perfect 
union will continue to be on 
the horizon. I cannot with good 
conscience tell you to stand, but 
I believe that these men died 
for your right to do so. They no 
longer can, so I stand for them 
now. 


party favors 


of effort required to give a goldfish 
good quality of life. Giving fish 
away, particularly with the inclu- 
sion of a bowl, allows people to 
pick up a pet entirely on impulse, 
meaning they are more likely to 
skip the research that acquiring a 
new pet would typically warrant. 
Often, people who find them- 
selves “in too deep” with a new 
aquatic pet will simply dump the 
animal into a local body of water. 
Pet goldfish released into water- 
ways will quickly and prolifically 
breed, competing with native 
fish. They are also known to eat 
tadpoles or the larvae of other fish, 
leading to the elimination of other 
species in their new habitat. Be- 
cause of the potentially disastrous 
environmental impact or miser- 
able life in captivity the fish can 
have, some states have gone as far 
as banning events where goldfish 


are given away. In lowa, Massa- 
chusetts, South Carolina, Mary- 
land and Vermont, giving away 
goldfish at events is a criminal 
offense, punishable by fine. 

I’ve personally reached out 
to UPC and suggested replacing 
the goldfish with cacti and other 
succulents, turning Fish Fest into 
a terrarium-creation event instead; 
at the time of writing this, I have 
yet to receive a reply. However, 
UPC has stated via social media 
that a reputable vendor will be 
providing the fish. Still, a vast ma- 
jority of questions and concerns 
regarding the event remain unad- 
dressed. At present, the best hope 
for these fish is for students to do 
their research and create a proper 
environment for a goldfish before 


picking one up. 





The most profound thing I’ve 
learned so far is how it’s okay to 
not have all the answers just yet. 
I’m an undeclared major, and that 
is okay. I went to high school with 
so many people who knew exactly 
what they wanted to do with their 
lives, but the beauty of attending a 
liberal arts college is that even if I 
haven't finalized a decision, I have 
the opportunity to experiment 
and explore. 

However, I still have some 
unanswered questions. How do 
mid-terms and final exams differ 
in college? What are the resources 
Pll need to succeed? What will 
Greek life be like? Am I purple or 
gold? Hopefully, the answers will 
come with time. 

Independence is empowering 
and invigorating. There’s no one 
looking over my shoulder. No 
matter what happens, I’m excited 
to experience what this school has 
in store for me. 





Che 
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Visiting artist Ying Kit Chan presents “New 





By DEE SMITH 


Work” at Bloch Hall Gallery 


hi 


(Lett) Ying Kit Chan presented his gallery talk to event attendees. (Right) Chans medium of choice for this collec- 
tion was any sustainable material he could get his hands on. Photos by Lee Baker 


On Aug. 30, students, faculty 
and appreciators alike gathered 
in Bloch Hall to peruse the 
creations of UM’s first visiting 
artist of the year: Ying Kit Chan, 
decorated artist and professor 
at the University of Louisville. 
The exhibition is aptly named 
“New Work” and is composed 
of “The Red Alert Series,” which 
examines a critical problem in our 
developing society: environmental 
degradation and exploitation. 

At first glance, the eclectic 
pieces lining the walls of the 
gallery don't have much in 
common; when examined more 
closely, however, the meaning 
behind the vibrant display quickly 
unfolds. 

“Every object is painted red, 
so it takes time to get to what 


the object is,” said Amy Feger, 


















an adjunct instructor at the 
University of Montevallo. “It slows 
you down in thinking about that 
object, but also it might make you 
think of it as beautiful, whereas 
before you would have thought of 
that object as trash.” 

And trash is exactly the 
opposite of what the displayed 
items actually are: recyclable, 
and at one point carelessly tossed 
to the side by humanity for the 
environment to swallow. 

“Plastic, of course, is so cheap, 
so easily made,” said Chan. “You 
use it, you throw it away, but then 
whos going to deal with that?” 

The salvaged plastic items 
consist of everyday objects in 
various states of ruin, all painted 
bright red: torn soap bottles, 
crushed jugs joined together, 


broken containers, styrofoam 
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chunks and other recyclables that 
range from vaguely familiar to 
entirely unrecognizable from their 
original shape. 

During his gallery talk, the 
artist impressed upon his audience 
the philosophies of Deep and 
Shallow Ecology and touched 
briefly upon Taoist and Buddhist 
ideologies by discussing the 
inspiration and intention behind 
the collection’s two largest pieces. 

“Convenience,” inspired 
by a line from Rachel Carson’s 
“Silent Spring,” spells the word 
convenience in chinese characters 
using grocery bags painted red, 
positioned on black tarps. 

“Dukkha,” a sanskrit phrase 
which can be described as a 
Buddhist principle translated as 
suffering, stress or anxiety, is also 
depicted by its corresponding 


chinese characters in the same 


medium. 

“I’ve been doing this for a long 
time,” said Chan of his more-than- 
30-year career as an artist, going 
on to state, however, that his work 
has not always been so focused. 

When asked about the spark 
that triggered the creation of this 
exhibition in particular, Chan 
expressed his concerns about the 
collection of marine debris floating 
in the Pacific Ocean, commonly 
known as the “Great Pacific 
garbage patch.” 

The patch, the largest of five 
major areas like it in the world, 
is approximately twice the size of 
Texas, and garners heavy scrutiny 
from those concerned about it 
breaking up into smaller, less 
easily-retrieved pieces. The urgency 
of producing some solution for the 





growing patches is expressed by 
the in-your-face color scheme of 
the artwork. 

“Red is a final alert. This is a 
final alert for us,” said Chan. 

Kate Mosley, a UM art major 
in attendance, said, “I think it’s 
a really powerful statement. It’s 
really simple, but it really shows 
you something that we all need to 
be thinking about.” 

Chan has received several 
public awards, exhibited his art 
on a national scale and studied 
with some of the field’s greatest 
and most influential minds. This 
exhibition, along with the rest of 
his prominent professional history, 
demonstrates the vested interest in 
social change and environmental 
ethics he possesses. 

Chan’s work will remain on 
display in the Bloch Hall Gallery 
until Sept. 20, 2018, at 4 p.m. 


UM’s Carmichael 
Library unveils new 
group study rooms 


By JAMIE BROWDER 


UM’s Carmichael Library has 
opened two new group study 
rooms on the second floor thanks 
to the funds of an anonymous 
donor. 

However, the planning and 
labor that went into creating these 
new private spaces was carried out 
by a slew of familiar faces. Because 
of the efforts of Caysee Ledbet- 
ter, Dr. Charlotte E. Ford, Kathy 
Lowe and the workers belong- 
ing to both the Physical Plant, 
students can now enjoy the library 
with their study materials, as well 
as a group of friends without 
outside distractions. 

The workers at the Physical 
Plant who constructed the study 
rooms completed the project 
during the latest spring and sum- 
mer semesters in order to have the 
rooms available for students this 
fall. “The people who work there 
are amazing,” said Ford. 

Before the rooms existed, the 
space was simply additional sec- 
tions for the library; the windows, 
walls, doors and panels necessary 
for the new space had to be con- 
structed from scratch. 

“I think they’re great resources. 
Our library is all the better now 
that we have more than just one 
study room,” said student worker 
Damian Price. 

To procure a room for a max- 
imum time period of two hours, 
students simply need to approach 
a library staff member and request 
the room be opened. ‘The study 
areas feature a table, comfortable 
chairs, a white board and sound- 
proofing panels. 

The soundproofing panels were 
another part of the meticulous 


plan put together by the library 


staff, and were considered essential 
when developing the room to en- 
sure the second floor of the library 
remains the quiet floor while study 
groups can freely discuss within 
the rooms. When requesting the 
keys for each room, students may 
also acquire power banks with wall 
sockets and USB ports to charge 
many devices. 

One room is dedicated to the 
Class of 1959, and the other to 
Dorothy Wilson ‘42. According 
to Ford, Wilson is a well-known 
and admired UM alumna who 
is a former librarian herself. She 
has been very generous towards 
the Carmichael Library and also 
the UM campus as a whole. Ford 
stated that she found it very fitting 
to honor such a great woman with 
a space that students will use to 
gather for their studies. 

Ford additionally hopes stu- 
dents will be honoring Dorothy 
Wilson and the Class of 1959 by 
making heavy use of these rooms 
as the school year progresses. 

Furthermore, not only are the 
new study rooms convenient for 
students, but they also have the 
potential to foster academic suc- 
cess. The Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology (MIT) has pub- 
lished literature endorsing the val- 
ue of studying in a group, stating 
“By working as a group, students 
can solve problem sets, prepare for 
class and study for exams more 
efficiently than working alone. 
‘This strategy is especially effective 
and satisfying for students who 
enjoy group discussions and want 
to learn from others.” 
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Girl boss Julia Davis launches original 
organizational product 


By JULIA GIGIS 






Pictured above is Julia Davis, the mastermind behind The Practical Planner. 


Photo by Kat Bell 


When UM students hear the 
name Julia Davis, they are likely 
to think of Julia Davis the Delta 
Gamma or the Montevallo Ma- 
ven; however, what people might 
not think of is Julia Davis, the 
self-made entrepreneur. 

While pursuing a bachelor’s 
degree in communication studies, 
Davis created The Practical 
Planner as a tool to help her 








manage her time more efficiently 
as a college student. Considering 
the many roles she juggles both 
on-campus and off, effective 
time management is more than a 
luxury: it’s an absolute necessity 
for Davis. 

When the success of her 
DIY-project became apparent, 
others began to show interest in 
purchasing her personalized plan- 


By CALEB JONES, Assistant managing editor 


Picking a major is one of the 
most important things a new 
student does when they come to 
college and can also be one of the 
most stressful. Some people arrive 
at their new university already 
knowing what they want to do, 
some have no clue and others 
believe they do only to discover 
they were sadly mistaken. And 
of course, we all know that one 
person who changes majors all the 
time. To be fair, it can be difficult 
choosing something so important; 
how is one to decide correctly? 

While UM offers several great 
majors and courses, some students 
feel that focusing in one area of 
study may not prepare them for 
their unique path regarding what 
they want to be in life. They may 
enjoy and wish to incorporate 
elements of many majors; that’s 
where the Interdisciplinary Studies 
Program (IDS) comes in. 

IDS is a unique program that 
has been at UM for seven years 
now. It allows students, with fac- 
ulty advising, to pick and choose 
courses from various majors, two 
or more, so they can tailor-make 
their own unique major, which 
they even have the opportunity to 
name. 

To become an IDS major, a 
student must first apply, and that 
application then goes through the 


IDS Oversight Committee chaired 
by Dr. Steve Forrester, who serves 
as UM’s IDS coordinator. He's 

the person who helps advise IDS 
majors and helps bring the ideas 
they have to fruition. 

The beauty of the IDS program 
is its flexibility and versatility. It’s 
quite unlike anything else on cam- 
pus; art professor Karen Grafteo 
likes to say, “Whereas other majors 
sort of sort laundry, IDS is where 
the plaid laundry goes.” When you 
look at current IDS majors, this 
metaphor is quite accurate. 

Senior Alex Coleman is a 
student in the IDS program. He 
was originally a kinesiology major, 
but now, through IDS, his course 
of study incorporates elements of 
kinesiology, business and psychol- 
ogy all wrapped into one. 

IDS can be a good choice for 
non-traditional students as well. 
Senior Danielle Parks worked for 
ten years, then came to UM and 
enrolled in the IDS program. She 
knew she wanted to major in busi- 
ness, but felt like incorporating 
qualities from other disciplines, 
such as psychology, would help 
her to better relate to people in 
the business world. With IDS, 
she shaped her own major, which 
she named human relations and 
management. 


“AE AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA AAAs 


ner for themselves. This attention 
pushed Davis into dedicating the 
summer of 2018 to designing and 
launching ‘The Practical Plan- 

ner for others to acquire. Davis 
described her business as “a tool 
to keep all of your thoughts and 
doings on track.” 

Davis sat down with “The 
Alabamian” to talk about the 
process of her business journey. 
Davis wanted her planner to stand 
out among the many others on the 
market, which she accomplishes 
through the product's dedication 
to detail. Each daily page features 
a time slot from 7 a.m. to 12 a.m., 
so that users have a wide spread to 
plan out their entire day. 

“My days typically run all the 
way through the very end of the 
day, so I needed my planner to do 


Former IDS major Cocoa Laney is a testament to the programs success. Photo by Caleb Jones 


There are also examples of IDS 
graduates from UM who have 
done really well for themselves. 
One such alumni is Cocoa Laney, 
who graduated in 2016 as a com- 
mercial photography major. 

Laney described IDS as having 
been perfect for her, as her inter- 
ests were “widespread,” and she 
had a strong desire to “broaden 
the scope” of what she could do. 
She now does a lot of commercial 


The Practical Planner 
AUGUST 2018 TO AUGUST 2019 


The Practical Planner features a 13 month academic calendar, laminated covers and a functional lay-Hat design. Photo by Kat Bell 


the same,” said Davis. 

Being able to plan out long 
days is important to Davis as 
not only has she launched her 
own product, but she is an event 
coordinator having planned one 
wedding already, with three more 
to plan this year. 

“T didn’t expect to like wedding 
planning, because the work week 
schedule is not ideal, but I loved 
it,’ said Davis. 

Another unique aspect the 
Practical Planner boasts is its one- 
of-a-kind design. Every bubble, 
list, blank and box was strategical- 
ly placed for a user-friendly and 
customizable layout. 

The artwork in the Practical 
Planner was designed by Emmie 
Alfano, Davis's Delta Gamma sis- 
ter. Alfano is a local artist and UM 


Montevallo’s “hidden gem”: The 
Interdisciplinary Studies Program 


photography as well as documen- 
tary work. 

Last year, Laney produced a 
documentary while in Italy about 
a migrant camp, and the daily 
life of its inhabitants, ultimate- 
ly publishing a book about the 
experience entitled, “Attessa’. She 
also has an additional book about 
diversity and community in Mon- 
tevallo called, “The Montevallo 
Project. 











alumna, and her work is featured 
all throughout the book. Davis 
wanted to incorporate bright 
colors in The Practical Planner, 
which Alfano delivered through an 
aesthetically-pleasing combination 
of watercolors and pastel pieces to 
tie the theme together. The design 
also allows for easy color-coding 
of events, for the more Type-A 
consumer. 

“The Practical Planner is more 
than just a planner,” Davis said. 
“Tt is an idea that is budding and 
has a lot of room to grow.” 

Davis hopes to expand her 
business to include more products, 
such as wall calendars and station- 
ary. [hose interested in purchasing 


The Practical Planner can do so for 
$45 through the website: https:// 


practicalplanner.selz.com. 





In the words of Forrester, “The 
IDS major is a hidden gem in 
Montevallo’s curriculum. When 
people find it and utilize it, they 
can make something special.” 

If IDS sounds interesting to 
you, and you would like to learn 
more or get involved, contact Dr. 
Forrester at forrstersb@monteval- 
lo.edu. 


JOURNALISM BOOTCAMP 
Friday, September 7th 


Ramsay Hall Classroom, 1-5PM 
Dinner and snacks provided! 
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Summer stand-up 
comedy round-up 


By JAMIE HAAS, Editor-in-chief 


and WAID JONES, Managing editor 


The world of stand-up comedy 
is one that is constantly in motion, 
fluid and everchanging. For avid 
consumers of the artform it can 
sometimes feel as though new 
specials come in waves; and, just 
as one crests, so do another seven 
right behind it, all equally impos- 
ing. This becomes especially true 
during the summer months. So, 
for those who may have been too 
overwhelmed by the rising tide of 
content to actually enjoy it, here 
are the season's stand-out’: 


1. John Mulaney’s “Kid Gorgeous” 


Kicking off the series of 
summer specials was Mulaney’s 
third stand-up routine, “Kid 
Gorgeous,” which was released at 
the beginning of May. Following 
the whirlwind of final papers and 
exams, this performance was like 
a breath of fresh air for stressed 
and tired college students across 
the country. Although Mulaney’s 
signature cartoonish cadence was 
unchanged, his punchlines only 
improved. If you've yet to hear the 
streetwise advice of Detective JJ 
Bittenbinder or discovered what it 
means for a horse to be loose in a 
hospital, consider this moment the 
sign you've been waiting for and 
go, watch. 


2. W. Kamau Bell’s “Private 
School Negro” 


Bell takes the phrase “dad 
jokes” to a whole new level in this 
June stand-up special. Ever the 
family man, he holds nothing back 
in his tales of raising two daugh- 


ters with the aid of his #Woke- 
WhiteWife. Fair warning, if you're 
one to shy away from discussing 
race, politics and the intersection 
of the two, this performance may 
not be your cup of tea. However, 
no matter where your beliefs fall 
on the political spectrum, Bell’s 
charisma and “American Pie” 
parody-cover could very-well win 
you over. 


3. Hannah Gadsby’s “Nanette” 


We're not sure when it 
happened, but at some point 
Gadsby’s usual self-deprecating 
humor turned into an insightful 
and heartfelt conversation about 
comedy of the oppressed. ‘This 
special was nontraditional, but not 
unwelcome, and when Gadsby 
allowed her anger and hurt to be 
felt, the audience enjoyed that ca- 
tharsis with her. You've heard this 
before, but we'll say it again (and 
mean it): if you watch “Nanette,” 
youll laugh and you'll cry, but 
you ll be all the better for it. 


4. Iliza Shlesinger’s “Elder Millen- 


nial” 


Releasing in late July, Shlesing- 
ers newest comedy special, “Elder 
Millennial,” just might be the 
comedian’s finest work. From 
the moment she took the stage 
it became clear to the audience 
just who was in charge, with 
confidence and charm rolling off 
of her in waves as she implored 
listeners to, “gather ‘round the 
snapchat.” This performance was 
your mid-summer pick me up; if 


=>) Spotify PLAYLIST 


By The ALABAMIAN STAFF 


Shlesinger’s witty feminist com- 
mentary didnt leave you rolling, 
then her cutting remarks on the 
singles scene of the 21st century 


surely did. 


5. Demetri Martin’s “The Over- 
thinker” 


As summer drew to its sleepy 
close, the intimate and introspec- 
tive comedy of Demetri Martin's, 
“The Overthinker,” made its 
small-screen debut. The special is 
an hour of Martin demonstrat- 
ing his overthinking tendencies 
through unmatched comedic 
timing, a clever voice over and a 
few classic props. We offer but 
one word of caution: this comedi- 
an’s ability to overthink anything 
and everything may, in fact, be 
contagious. But if finding comedy 
in the most mundane of things in- 
trigues you, Martin's inner-mono- 
logue might just be worth the 
side-effects. 


| 
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Horoscopes 


By KAITLYN SHEHEE 





Aries @i Searching the 
sand for seashells can lead 
to beautiful treasures. Just 
make sure you're not 
searching in the desert. 


Taurus £&i You're smart 
enough to know that if 
there’s a mountain in your 
way, you can go around it. 
But are you brave enough 
to go over it? 


Gemini Dust collects 
on the things we love but 
have forgotten. Bring 
everything from the back to 
the front, and seewhat 
difference it makes, if only 
for a day. 


Cancer & Careful now. 
Fill your head with too 
many ideas, and you'll float 
straight into the sky with 
no anchor to keep you 
grounded. 


Leo & Knees ache with 
rain on the horizon, but not 
every pain holds meaning. 
Sometimes it’s okay for 
something to hurt just 
because it hurts. Put the 
umbrella away. 


Virgo & In the pond lies 
more than your reflection. 
See how the tadpoles zip 
around the air bubbles? Zip 


Zip Zip.... 


Libra & Lightning striking 
across the sky is the em- 
bodiment of wonder. It’s 
okay to fall in love with the 
beauty of it, but be on 
guard. It’s all fun and 
games until it strikes too 
close. 


Scorpio if The thread 
used to mend is no less 
valuable than the threads 
that were already there. 
Use a bright thread to fix 
the tear, it might just bring 
you good luck. 


Sagittarius [9 Deft 
hands move quickly over 
strings, keys or canvas. You 
put your all into it, but save 
a bit for yourself. Nothing 
should contain your every- 
thing. 


Capricorn §& Capricorn: 
A baby bird likely has 
nodestination in mind 
when taking its first leap 
out of the nest. Your 
instincts will take you to 
where you need to land. 


Aquarius & The jewels 
are glittering and, for once, 
you're in a palace full of the 
finer things in life. Every- 
thing you could ever want 
is just at the tips of your 
fingers. Go ahead and ask 
for more. 


Pisces [JA child believes 
the sky is only blue, but 
look at it now. Purple, gray, 
red, orange, black... It’s not 
so simple after all. But 
that’s okay. There is beauty 
in knowledge. 


WORKOUT JAMS 


“Cut to the Feeling” - Carly Rae Jepsen 


You can always count on our girl Carly 
Rae to get you pumped up and ready to go 


in more ways than one. Whenever you can't 
convince yourself to roll out of bed and into 


the gym,ask yourself, WWCRJD? 


“Sidekick” - Walk the Moon 
It may not be part of the workout prop- 
er, but no gym visit is complete without a 


buddy. Grab your portable speaker and get 


ready to stand outside someone’s window 
and embarrass yourself. Put this one on 

and find yourself a sidekick, you irresistible 
scamp, you. 


“Side Effects” ft. Emily Warren - the 
Chainsmokers 


Let’s be real; the Chainsmokers’ songs are 
virtually indistinguishable from one anoth- 


er. Fortunately, the repetition makes your 


playlist feel likeone long song. Soon enough, 
the last bars will fade out and you'll realize 
you spent the whole half hour running that 


you promised yourself you would. Props to 
you! 





My lonely 
Ness is killing 


NESSIES LAMENT by LAURA DEROCHER 


“Say Amen (Saturday Night)” - Panic! at 
the Disco 

Brendon Urie’s songs are great for two 
very specific scenarios: getting far too into 
pre-gaming and regretting your life choic- 
es before you even make it to the Tav, and 
pushing yourself through those last five 
reps with the dumbbells. Come on, you can 
do it! Your triceps will thank you! 


“Hard Times” - Paramore 

Maybe this song is about deeper top- 
ics than the struggle of crunches. We get 
it, really. College is a time full of ups and 
downs. You can contemplate them during 
your abdominal exercises while relating to 
Hayley Williams's lyrics. Plus, the beat is su- 
per consistent, leaving you even more time 
alone with your thoughts! 


“Natural” - Imagine Dragons 

You're in the middle of your workout. 
Your energy is dipping the way it always 
does right about now. But you’re the bad- 
dest insert-curse-word-that-would-be-mild- 
ly-inappropriate-for-a-school-newspaper- 
to-print on thiscampus. You’re a natural, 
and you will push through. 


“Glorious” ft. Skylar Grey - Macklemore 

If there’s ever a time when | need to feel 
like a champion, it’s when I’m reaching the 
peak of a demanding workout; and, the slow 
but steady build from Macklemore’s rapped 
verses to Grey's beautifully belted chorus 
makes this track the perfect accompani- 
ment for that moment. 


“Level Up” -Ciara 

You have to make that last push. How 
are you doing on that elliptical? You can do 
better. Let Ciara motivate you through the 
home stretch. Alternatively, you can listen 
to this one on the dipping bars; just don’t 
get so excited that you forget to watch your 
form! 


“Pop Song” -Theo Katzman 

It’s been a tough hour -okay, closer to 
45 minutes -but your workout is finally 
complete. Now, let your muscles relax and 
unwind to this perfect cool-down beat. Not 
only are the lyrics pretty sweet, but the 
combinationof Katzman’s vocals and soft 
string accompaniment is even sweeter. In- 
hale, hold, exhale. 





Submit your 
comics to 
alabamian@ 
montevallo.edu 
for a chance to 
be featured in 


our next issue! 
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Brie Blume 


UM Falcon spotlight: 


By REANNA PIPES 





Brie Blume proudly displays her Falcon spirit. Photo by Lee Baker 


Senior marketing major, Brie 
Blume, is not only an honor roll 
student here at the University of 
Montevallo, but a skilled mem- 
ber of the Montevallo women’s 
volleyball team. After helping the 
team secure an impressive victory 
against Miles College at the first 
home game of the season, Blume 
opened up about her volleyball 
experience at UM, as well as her 
post-graduation plans. 

Blume began playing volley- 
ball in the sixth grade, where she 
admits she tried her best, but has 


since realized that she was far from 
the being names most valuable 
player of the team. 

“Seventh and eighth grade, 

I was awful,” Blume admitted, 
letting out a laugh. “But after that, 
I got my act together and I’ve been 
playing ever since.” 

And play she does. Blume has 
become quite a standout player 
for the Falcons over the last three 
years. Her “entire life has been 
surrounded by volleyball,” and 
she confessed it won't be the same 
once her senior season is complet- 


ed. Blume has been playing the 
sport for a long time -- close to 
half her life -- so leaving the team 
will be a big change. However, 
Blume is sure that she will not stay 
away from volleyball, stating, “Pll 
find a way to play still.” 
Something many students 
can often forget is that dedicated 
college athletes must balance their 
sport with their school work. ‘They 
are, after all, called “student-ath- 
letes” for a reason. Blume was 
honest about her experience with 
coming to college her freshman 


year and also being on the volley- 
ball team. 

At first, she was not sure how 
to handle the new workload along 
with the constant traveling to 
away games, but Blume came out 
on top with an admirable GPA — 
an even better one than she had in 
high school. 

Of course, she gives the credit 
to volleyball. “My time manage- 
ment skills have grown so much 
from just volleyball. It’s taught me 
a lot,” said Blume. 

Blume learned to schedule her 


classes around when she would be 
gone for days at a time for away 
games in order to miss as little 
class as possible; and, if you're 
assuming she’s taking the bare 
minimum amount of hours to be 
full-time, then youre wrong. 

Blume has been taking an 
exceedingly full load of 19 credit 
hours for the last three semesters. 
Only in her final year of school 
has she decided to slow down a 
little, taking 12 credit hours. “I 
just want to cruise through my 
senior year and enjoy volleyball,” 
said Blume. 

It is very clear to anyone who 
talks to Blume that she lives and 
breathes volleyball. And while 
she has an enviable passion for 
the sport, she also recognizes the 
importance of a future career. Like 
so many other college students, 
Blume took some time to figure 
out what she truly wanted to do 
with her degree. 

Blume is currently working 
toward a bachelor’s degree in mar- 
keting with a minor in nutrition. 
She’s also considering pursuing 
a masters in digital marketing. 
Aside from volleyball, Blume said 
her other passion lies in nutrition. 
She aspires to one day work for a 
nutrition company and do digital 
marketing for them, which is a 
great way to combine her major 
and minor. Of course, Blume re- 
alizes that nothing is set in stone, 
especially for a college student, 
but she remains very excited for 
her future. 


Falcon’s volleyball season off to promising start 


By REANNA PIPES 


As college football season 
kicks off, you might find yourself 
wishing UM had its own team to 
root for on Saturday game days. 
For those in want of a sport worth 
taking to the stands for, though, 
you may be pleased to find out 
that you already have one,just not 
of the football variety. 

Not only has the Montevallo 
volleyball season already begun, 
but the team is dominating the 
court. The Falcons are currently 
ranked first place in the Gulf 
South Conference, all thanks to 
the players’ efforts, as well as those 
of head coach Katie O’Brien. 

The volleyball team opened 
their season in Augusta, Georgia, 
at the Jaguar Rumble on Aug. 25. 
They won two out of three away 
games against both the University 
of Mount Olive and Albany State 
University. Both games ended 
with a three-set sweep, with the 
Falcons claiming the first wins of 
the season. 

The weekend wins were swiftly 
followed by yet another victory 
against Miles College on Aug. 28, 
marking a successful first home 
game. Numerous fans showed up 
to the Trademark Arena in order 
to support their team. 

Once more, the Falcons dom- 
inated the visiting opponent in a 
three-set sweep. The team won the 
first set at 25-10, taking an early 
lead. The beginning of the second 


at eile 


set was met with less success, with 
Miles College taking the lead by 
six points, but the Falcons quickly 
recovered, winning the set 25-15. 
The final set was quickly won at 
25-8, bringing the match to a 
successful close. 

Montevallo supporters cheered 
in the stands as Desiree Rodriguez, 
Number 25, deliveredthe match’s 
winning point. 

Returning players, such as Bri- 
oni Dixon, Number 1, and Brie 
Blume, Number 11, were placed 
in the starting rotation alongside 
multiple new additions to the 
team. A notable athlete was Num- 
ber 23, Amanda Nugent, who 
made significant kills throughout 
the match. Splitting the position 
of setter in half, Savannah Roys, 
Number 10, and Harley Masoner, 
Number 0, both provided multi- 
ple assists. 

The volleyball team’s Coach 
O’Brien, proudly noted that 
every time the team plays they get 
better, stating that the win against 
Miles College was their best game 
of the season thus far. 

“The good core returning and 
the new additions give us added 
depth,” said O’Brien. “I expectthe 
team to work hard and reach their 
potential.” 

In the coming weeks, several 
opportunities will be presented to 
the Falcons for this potential to be 
reached, with the players hoping 
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(From left to right) Danielle Lee, Hannah Fernandez and Brie Blume patiently await the opportunity to make their next move. 


Photo by Lee Baker 


for bleachers packed with fellow 
students to watch it happen. 
The volleyball team’s next 
home game will take place at 
Trustmark Arena at 6 p.m. on 
Sept. 11, against Auburn Uni- 
versity at Montgomery, with the 


following home game occurring 
at the same location and time on 
Sept. 21, against Shorter Univer- 
sity. 

Attending games is free with 
your student ID, and the Fighting 


Falcons app allows those attend- 


ing athletic events to earn points 
and rewards. The app is currently 
available in both the Apple App 
Store for iPhone users and in the 


Google Play Store for Android. 


UPCOMING ATHLETIC EVENTS 


Women’s Volleyball 


9/7 3:30 PM vs Tusculum 
College in Greeneville, TN 


9/8 11:00 AM vs Georgia 
College in Greenville, TN 


Men’s Soccer 


9/7 7:00 PM vs Saint Leo 
University at Home 


9/11 '7:00 PM vs Palm Beach 
Atlantic University at Home 


9/15 7:00 PM vs University of 
North Georgia in Dahlonega, GA 


9/21 6:30 PM vs Shorter 
University in Rome, GA 


9/23 6:30 PM vs Lee Univer- 
sity in Cleveland, TN 


Women’s Soccer 


9/7 7:00 PM vs Georgia Col- 
lege in Milledgeville, GA 


9/9 12:00 PM vs Clayton State 
University in Milledgeville, GA 


9/14 7:00 PM vs University of 
West Georgia at Home 


9/16 1:00 PM vs Valdosta State 
University at Home 


9/21 4:00 PM vs Shorter 
University in Rome, GA 
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9/8 1:00 PM vs Lincoln Memo- 
rial University in Greenville, TN 


9/11 6:00 PM vs AUM at Home 


9/14 7:00 PM vs Union 
University in Memphis, TN 


PRESENTED BY 
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Inaugural Tinglewood Festival hosts 


local artists, celebrates local legend 


By HARRISON NEVILLE 
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(Left) An artist pertorms a live chainsaw wood-carving demonstration. (Right) A vendor displays his unique, 


wooden wares. Photos by Harrison Neville 


It was a muggy day in Orr 
Park, but that didn’t prevent a 
sizable crowd from turning out for 
the City of Montevallo’s inaugural 
Tinglewood Festival on Saturday, 
Sept. 8. 

For those who have yet to see 
for themselves, Orr Park is an im- 
pressive landmark in Montevallo, 
with lovely landscaping, plenty of 
open space and lots of shade; but 
what truly makes Orr Park unique 
are the carvings done by local 
artist Tim Tingle, whom the Tin- 
glewood festival was named for. 

The story of Tingle is a unique 
one. One winter, there was a sig- 
nificant amount of storm damage 
to the trees in the park, and Tingle 
went to the crew that was working 
to clean up the damage, offering 
his services in return for the wood. 
He was told that Dr. Orr, the man 
responsible for donating the land, 
had specified that no trees were to 
be cut down, and that he should 
go to city hall and attempt to gain 
permission there. 

Instead of going to city hall, 
Tingle waited until the crew had 
left and carved one of the tree 
stumps and left it there. A few 


days later he returned and com- 
pleted another carving. 

“T carved six before they 
caught me, Tingle joked. “When 
they caught me, I thought I'd go 
to jail, but instead they named 
this strip along the creek “Tingle- 


999 


wood. 

When asked why he risked his 
freedom to carve wood he sound- 
ed almost puzzled by the ques- 
tion. “I like carving,” said Tingle. 
“These cedar trees are a big canvas 
for an artist. I couldn't resist.” 

While he may have been taking 
a risk at the time, it is one that has 
paid off for both him and the city, 
and has since led to the addition 
of more than forty carvings in the 
park. 

“Orr Park is really just as sig- 
nificant to this city as the Univer- 
sity of Montevallo,” said Mayor 
of Montevallo, Dr. Hollie Cost. 
“Montevallo is getting on the map 
because of all the tree carvings 
thanks to Tim Tingle,” Cost 
added. She also shared that when 
her family was considering moving 
Montevallo “[the] park was a huge 
draw for [them].” 


However, it was more than 
the carvings that drew curious 
attendees to the festival. There was 
also a myriad of vendors selling 
wood-based goods. For example, 
Joan Fogel, a graduate of the Uni- 
versity of Montevallo, was selling 
lampshades she crafted from old 
etchings and lithographs that she 
created when she was a student. 

Joel Miller, a local artist who 
moved to the city from Pelham, 
was also in attendance with a 
tabletop he crafted out of wood 
taken from a condemned elevator 
shaft on display. Then there was 
Smith, “The Hot Wheels Guy,” 
who sold Hot Wheels out of his 
van and was full of miscellaneous 
trivia. “Did you know that the 
founders of Hot Wheels and Bar- 
bie were married?” he asked. 

Several of the artists spoke with 
enthusiasm about the festival and 
most voiced their intention of 
returning next year. “Montevallo’s 
community appreciates art,” said 
Randy Ferguson, an artist from 
Alabaster. 

Next to the artists’ booths was 
the children’s section, complete 
with crafts, balloons and a bean 
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bag toss game. It also had some 
events including a carving com- 
petition hosted by Tingle, and 

a show by the Alabama Wild- 

life Center during which they 
displayed animals native to the 
area and educated children on the 
adverse effects that littering could 
have on those animals. 

In addition to the vendors 
displaying their wares, Tinglewood 
also hosted Montevallo’s annual 
Cars by the Creek car show which 
hosted an array of vintage vehicles 
from decades past. 

There was also a live chainsaw 
demonstration featuring several 
artists making new carvings from 
scratch. The completed carvings 
were auctioned off in the evening 
to appreciative festival goers. 

Many organizations used the 
festival as a method to promote 
recruitment or advertise. Both the 
Montevallo Boys and Girls club 
and a local Cub Scout pack were 
present, and political candidates 
Jack Jacobs and Matt Fridy both 
had booths up as well. 

In the evening the artists 
packed up their booths and head- 


ed home, but the festival was not 





over yet. While the large crowds 
from earlier in the day had dimin- 
ished, a good many stayed for an 
evening of high class live music. 

Those present gathered around 
the stage, some sitting in lawn 
chairs, others on towels in the 
grass, and many stayed stand- 
ing and tapped their feet to the 
rhythm of the music. As the 
evening waxed on more people 
drifted towards the stage till the 
space directly in front of the band 
was occupied by a crowd of happy 
dancers. 

First up was Winston Ramble 
playing a blend of folk music and 
rock; then came Rollin In The 
Hay, a hardcore bluegrass band. 
Finally, the closing act for the 
night was Mingo Fishtrap playing 
an eclectic blend of pop, soul and 
New Orleans funk. 

“Montevallo is at the artistic 
center of the state. We wanted 
to promote the arts and promote 
Montevallo as a destination,” said 
Cost. “We want to bring a lot of 
attention to us and have a place 
where the community can come 
together.” 


UM professor wins state chess championship 


By ADAM MCCAIN 


The Alabama State Chess 
Championship came to a close this 
year with the University of Mon- 
tevallo’s own Dr. Scott Varagona 
rising to the top as first place, with 
Tyler Freeman following behind in 
second. 

The series of games lasted from 
Aug. 31 to Sept. 2, and ended 
with Varagona defeating four 
of his six competitors. After the 
conclusion of the championship, 
Varagona won with a player rating 
higher than many of his fellow 
competitors. 

As a winner of eight state 
championships and one high 
school championship, Varagona is 
no stranger to the game of chess. 


INSIDE 


In an interview, he said, “I am a 
lifelong chess player, I’ve played 
ever since I was in fourth grade. I 
started tournament play as a fresh- 
man in high school, and I’ve been 
playing in tournaments ever since. 
I’ve been playing for 20 years.” 

Before Varagona even knew of 
chess, he played many other types 
of board and video games. But he 
was not introduced to the game of 
chess until he was gifted a chess- 
board by his grandparents. After 
that, his chess career began. 

Years later, Varagona realized 
he studied enough of the game to 
compete on his high school chess 
team and soon became a member. 
According to the United States 
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Chess Federation, Varagona has 
competed in 152 tournaments 
since late 1991. 

Along with being an avid chess 
player, Varagona is an associate 
professor of mathematics at UM, 
is the faculty advisor for the chess 
club and the only three-time 
winner of UM’s famous Life Raft 
Debate. 

Varagona originally started 
teaching at UM in 2012, and, 
when asked about his teaching his- 
tory, he explained that he decided 
to pursue teaching in graduate 
school. 

“Eventually, I entered grad 
school for mathematics at Auburn 
University, and there, as part of 
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my graduate teaching assistantship 
duties, I got to actually teach a 
college level class. I got to teach 
calculus classes. And I just loved 
it,” Varagona said about the ex- 
perience. “I felt like this is what I 
want to do for the rest of my life.” 
Varagona has found a way to 
merge his two passions, though, 
by offering a mathematics of chess 
course at UM every so often, 
teaching beginners and experts 
alike the intricacies of the game. 
Varagona had simple advice for 
new chess players: “Some people 
think you have to be really smart 
to play chess, like you have to be 
some kind of intellectual or some- 


thing. That's simply not true. All 
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that it takes to become a compe- 
tent chess player is spending time 
with the game, reading books and 
learning from people who know 
chess strategy.” 

Varagona stressed the im- 
portance of putting time into 
the game, saying that time and 
practice were both important to 
becoming a competent player. 
Though Varagona believes that 
anyone can become good, he does 
not entirely believe anyone could 
become a master, primarily due to 
the talent, rigorous practice and 
study it takes to become one. 
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Opinion: No true winner at the US Open 


By JASMINE BAXTER 


The U.S. Open’s women’s 
singles final was supposed to be 
Naomi Osaka's shining moment. 
At only 20-years-old, she earned 
the opportunity to play against 
Serena Williams, someone she 
views as her idol, for one of the 
most prestigious tennis titles. She 
should have been basking in her 
accomplishments. Instead, she had 
to stand on stage, teary-eyed, to 
accept her trophy while the entire 
crowd booed her for something 
beyond her control. 

I must have scrolled through 
hundreds of angry comments that 
afternoon, and I could see pieces 
of my own emotions in every 
single one of them. Of course, 

I was upset that Williams had 
been accused of cheating and 
received a game-ending penalty 
for verbalizing her anger, but I 
was also livid that Osaka had 

to apologize for her very first 
championship win. Hearing the 
words “I’m sorry that it had to end 
like this” felt like a loss. Watching 
her cover her face and cry on 
national television felt like a loss. 

Sitting here, several days later, 
I feel no different. It still feels 
like a loss to me. I had to watch 
two black women be robbed of 


everything that they worked so 
hard for, and as painful as it was, it 
didn’t surprise me. 

These images are notably 
cemented in my memory, not 
only because the event was so 
disappointing, but because it was 
yet another reminder that black 
women are not welcome in many 
spaces if they don't adhere to 
everyone else’s expectations. 

Maybe Williams shouldn't have 
called the umpire, Carlos Ramos, 
a thief or a liar, and maybe she 
shouldn't have broken her racket, 
but we should still acknowledge 
the systems of power that have 
allowed many men before her to 
say and do worse without losing 
a title. 

Correspondingly, Billie Jean 
King, the founder of the Women’s 
Tennis Association, wrote the 
following in The Washington 
Post: “Did Ramos treat Williams 
differently than male players 
have been treated? I think he did. 
Women are treated differently 
in most arenas of life. This is 
especially true for women of color. 
And what played out on the court 
yesterday happens far too often.” 

To be clear, my agreement with 
this statement is not saying that 


Ramos’s rulings were incorrect - I 
know that he was following tennis 
codes. However, even the CEO 
of the U.S. Tennis Association, 
Katrina Adams, recognized that 
there has always been a double 
standard at play. In an interview 
with “CBS This Morning,” she 
claimed that male umpires often 
have warning conversations 

with male players and may not 
understand how they can have 
those same conversations with 
women. 

“We shouldn't have to carry 
that extra weight on our back in 
anything that we do,” she said, 
and she wasn't wrong. There is 
no reason why men shouldn't 
be able to speak to women with 
the same respect they give other 
men. Ramos could have used his 
discretion to warn Williams and 
make the game as fair as possible 
rather than letting his frustrations 
with her make the game, but 
he didn’t, and today we're all 
witnessing the aftermath. 

The U.S. Open ended with 
two black women in tears, and 
the controversy has made this 
situation polarizing; supporting 
Osaka is easily misunderstood 


as opposing Williams, while 


defending Williams is immediately 
viewed as disliking or discrediting 
Osaka. The issue isn’t clean cut 

- it's messy, it’s discouraging and 
it’s harmful, especially for black 
women looking on. 

Since that match ended, I have 
had to scroll past what feels like 
a million racist comments and 
negative think pieces, and to make 
matters worse, I could predict 
what they all said. 

Unsurprisingly, many people 
painted Williams as this “angry 
black woman,” a stereotype that 
has invalidated and silenced our 
pain for decades. ‘That outlook 
prevents anyone from seeing our 
outbursts as warranted under 
the assumption that we're upset 
just because we can be, and it 
habitually provides space for 
blatantly disrespectful content, 
such as Australian cartoonist Mark 
Knight’s animalistic caricature of 
Williams and the New York Post’s 
infamous “Serena has mother 
of all meltdowns” headline and 
photo combination. 

After several attacks on her 
character, both in that match and 
outside of it, Williams finally 
stood up for herself, and we 
should be okay with that. 


Fresh thoughts on circles and sides 


By ARIEL HALL 


When I came to Montevallo, 
one of the things I was most 
excited for was College Night, 
especially since my freshman 
year would be the centennial. 
This tradition is one of the most 
unique and arguably one of the 
best events of the year. 

Initially I had some 
reservations about becoming 
involved in College Night. I had 
people tell me that I should be a 
Purple and I had people tell me 
that I should be a Gold. I have 
friends on both sides, but I didn’t 
really know which side I'd fit in 
with. I’ve never even experienced 
College Night, so when I decided 
to go to the mixer, I had no idea 
what I was getting myself into. 

I was hopeful. Even though I 
was incredibly overwhelmed by 
the amount of people and the 
pride they had for their sides, I 


was also filled with exhilaration. 
The mixer would be my first taste 
of what College Night was really 
about, rather than just hearing or 
reading about it. 

My first impression of the 
mixer was positive. Observing the 
boards about the different aspects 
of College Night, I spoke to both 
Purples and Golds about their 
experiences. 

I still didn’t know which side 
I belonged to, but, as the night 
went on, I started to feel a pull, 
rather than a push, to a certain 
side. 

I watched unexpectedly as 
Purple side gathered together 
in their cow-print attire into a 
massive circle. Purple side linked 
arms, unbroken, because “a united 
circle is a united side.” As they 
sang their song, I could see the joy 
and affection each of those people 


had for the others around them. 
The Purple pride was not only for 
their side but also for the ambition 
burning in each of them to gain a 
victory and to gain a friend. 

Gold then circled up, and it 
instantly clicked. Swaying and 
singing, chanting and stomping, 

I loved watching the passion they 
had for their group. Their Gold 
pride was not only for loyalty 
toward gaining another victory 
for their side but also toward each 
other as they support and love the 
family they have created. ‘There is 
always room for one more Gold 
and that is where I want to be. I 
am a part of this family. 

Someone I spoke to at the 
mixer told me, “When you know, 
you just know.” She couldn't have 
been more right. 


Lonely 20-something seeks 
Tinderella, addresses the shame 
of meeting online 


By WAID JONES, Managing editor 


I am the worst user of Tinder. I 
want to say that I’m using the app 
to make a connection, but really 
it’s just for people watching. 

I can’t help but chuckle at the 
patterns that emerge within bios: 
“If I super liked you, it was on 
accident,” “My age is wrong and | 
don’t know why,” and “Disregard 
my likes, they were from when I 
was a kid,” are just a few personal 
favorites. 
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We all know no one super-likes 
in earnest, and that your age and 
likes are off-kilter because you 
created a Facebook account far too 
young. Everybody did. 

And although the repetitive 
nature of the app gets tiresome, it’s 
never pushed me to the point of 
deletion. 

Instead, I swipe through doling 
out my fair share of likes and 
dislikes, having the occasional 
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conversation and sending the same 
the terrible pickup line to every- 
one I meet: “If you were a vegeta- 
ble you'd be a cute-cumber.” It has 
worked a grand total of once. 

Most of the time the conver- 
sations are either one-sided or 
exceedingly short as I feel like ’'m 
mote interesting in person, though 
it could very well be that I’m actu- 
ally just a boring guy. 

I often wonder why I so fre- 
quently see people saying they lie 
about meeting on Tinder. I don’t 
have a problem either way, but it 
feels weird to me. Admittedly, this 
may be a symptom of my own 
desperation. 

In the late 90s and early 2000s 
when online dating was beginning 
to take hold, it was taboo, much 
like Tinder is today. Then eHar- 
mony shed blood, sweat and tears 
to normalize the idea of meeting 
a partner online through exten- 
sive ad campaigns. Tinder, on the 
other hand, seems to have spread 
through the shameful whispers of 
lonely 20-somethings. 

In this sense, the app has 
sparked its own culture, with 
groups of peers gathering around a 
TV to drink and swipe through a 
friend’s potential matches, imagin- 
ing the what-ifs of future relation- 
ships, or, more often, to poke fun 
at a particularly cringe-worthy 


profile. 


The mixer was very much 
a learning experience. I got to 
witness firsthand what each side 
stood for and what it meant to 
different people. I learned about 
College Night in general; I didn't 
even know that the neutral Green 
side existed until now. 

I got to see Baby Purples with 
their Purple Parents, and the 
connection between loyal Golds. I 
finally got to see what it means to 
be a part of Montevallo. 

The part I love most 
about College Night is the 
fact that although each side is 
united on their own, we are 
all united together as students 
on Montevallo’s campus. Even 
though I am a Gold, I strongly 
encourage everyone to get 
involved on their respective sides. 
There's a place for everyone in this 
experience. 


But, I still don’t understand 
why there's a stigma around telling 
people you met on Tinder. 

My best guess is that it stems 
from the platform's perceived lack 
of romance. We've been inundated 
with a wide breadth of rom-coms 
that showed us that you can only 
meet your soulmate through 
wild and outrageous means. If 
you don't have a cute story to tell 
everyone around you, then youd 
better make one up. 

My parents met through a 
newspaper ad taken out by my 
dad. The ad ran for two weeks and 
simply said, “seeking a friend.” 

On the first week my mom didn't 
answer, but told herself that if it 
ran again she would. Well, my dad 
only planned to run it twice. It’s a 
story both romantic and unique, 
something every millennial strives 
to attain. Saying, “we met on 
Tinder,” just isn’t enough. 

Like the eHarmony and 
Match.com generations before 
us, we need to give up on finding 
the right story and just look for 
the right person. Sometimes that’s 
through an ad in the paper, and 
sometimes that’s through mutual 
friends. Every once in a while, 
it might just be on Tinder. But 
no matter how you meet, it’s the 
memories you make afterward that 
count. 


She, as well as other black 
women, should have the room to 
be angry without being ridiculed. 

Osaka should be able to 
celebrate her win without being 
overshadowed by the press. 

At some point, it becomes our 
responsibility to remember that 
both of those women are human 
and that this chaos will affect 
them. 

I’m asking that we allow 
this event to become a teaching 
moment for everyone, particularly 
those who don’t understand what 
it’s like to exist in this body as a 
black woman. 

“The fact that I have to go 
through this is just an example for 
the next person that has emotions 
and that wants to express 
themselves and they want to be a 
strong woman, Williams said in 
the U.S. Open’s press conference. 
“And they're going to be allowed 
to do that because of today. 
Maybe it didn’t work out for me, 
but it’s going to work out for the 
next person.” 


I really hope she’s right. 
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Green fund proposal deadline fast approaching 


By DEE SMITH 


ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES 


PROGRAM 


SUSTAINABILITY 
OUR UU AN 


Students were encouraged to attend a proposal workshop in The Tower in order to ask questions and strengthen 


ideas before submitting their grant applications. Photos by Dee Smith 


As students, most of us have 
seen and hopefully utilized the 
signature blue recycling bins 
situated around campus, been to 
Farmer Hall and used the solar 
phone charging stations, or taken 
part in the bio sale at Owl Cove 
Park by UMOM. If any of that 
sounds familiar, you've already 
witnessed a small portion of what 
the Green Fund has done for the 
University. 

The Green Fund got its start 
back in the 2010-2011 academic 
year when the Environmental 
Club petitioned to get the student 
body and the SGA to support a 
small increase in fees to contribute 
to a pool of resources that would 
be put toward sustainability 
initiatives on campus. ‘That pool 


of resources became the Green 
Fund, and to this day it exists as a 
medium by which those interested 
and dedicated can implement 
relevant and beneficial projects 
across campus and even within 
the city of Montevallo itself. Some 
successful initiatives in the past 
include those mentioned above, 
but there are many more that we 
may not even notice every day. 

“The Green Fund has 
supported dozens of projects on 
campus — a lot of them aren't 
particularly flashy, but they do 
a lot for resource conservation,” 
said Dr. Susan Caplow, assistant 
professor of environmental 
studies and facilitator of UM’s 
Environmental Club. 

Some of those projects include 


the implementation of hydration 
stations, energy efficient lighting, 
motion sensors and heat-blocking 
window shades in many of the 
buildings on campus. 

On Sept. 14, a drop-in 
proposal workshop was held at 
the Tower, UM’s Environmental 
Studies building, for ideas 
regarding how the Green Fund 
could potentially be utilized 
this year. Suggestions included 
decorating and updating city bus 
stops, pushing solar energy plans 
for the Performing Arts Center 
under development, awareness 
stunts for sustainability month in 
October and even implementing a 
campus beehive. 

The turnout for the event was 
limited mostly to Environmental 
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Club members and professors, one 
of which was Caplow. 

It was also mentioned during 
the meeting that this year’s bio 
sale did not have nearly as much 
traffic as last year’s; the reason for 
this is unclear, but one explanation 
could be the lack of awareness of 
the event. During the discussion 
of bus stop revitalization, it came 
to light that few actually know 
of the existence of the bus that 
runs through campus and the 
surrounding area. 

The University has a history 
of putting effort toward projects 
aimed at making itself and the 
city more eco-friendly, such as 
collaboration with the city of 
Montevallo to produce the bike 
sharing program ValloCycle, 


the UM Organic Community 
Garden, the Eco-Fitness trail and 
a plethora of other initiatives — 
but so far, participation is low this 
year. 

The Green Fund currently 
has $30,000 available, and any 
member of the UM community, 
including students and student 
groups, can write a Green Fund 
grant proposal. Student projects 
do get priority because funding 
is student generated. Application 
guidelines are available on 
request, and more information 
can be retrieved from Caplow 
at scaplow@montevallo.edu. 
Proposals are due Oct. 1. 


Braswell and Miller soeak at SGA Town Hall 


By JAMIE BROWDER 


SGA hosted its first Town Hall 
Meeting on Thursday, Sept. 6. 

Those presenting were UM 
Director of Student Conduct Tony 
Miller and the Disability Com- 
pliance Officer Deborah Braswell. 
Braswell began the meeting by 
expressing that Disability Support 
Services at UM is an important 
resource. 

According to the office of Dis- 
ability Support Services, 8 to 12 
percent of students report having 
a disability. The office serves over 
200 students, and 40 to 70 of 
those are new this year. 

“We want to make sure people 
know we are here,” said Braswell. 
She continued by stating that it 
is often misunderstood that DSS 
only serves the visually or hearing 
impaired or those with other dis- 
abilities that you can see; however, 
the office also helps students with 
learning disabilities, ADHD and 
a myriad of chronic psychiatric 
emotional issues. 

Those who are nervous about 
coming forward, according to 
Braswell, are encouraged to do so 
and should feel no obligation if 
they do not feel comfortable about 
returning after the initial meeting 
with DSS. “Everything we do is 
based on what is impacting that 
student based on their own issues 
and whatever disability they have 
been diagnosed with,” said Bras- 
well. “We encourage students to 
come chat with us.” 

Braswell looked to the future 
in making the UM campus more 
accessible for all students. She 
noted her favorite advancements 
for those with disabilities lately 
have been the elevators construct- 
ed in Farmer Hall and the closure 
of Jeter Hall. 

Many improvements have been 
made in addition to those devel- 
opments, such as automatic door 
openers, accessible bathrooms, 
ramps, seating, curb cuts and a 
new design for the performing arts 
center. 

“We are constantly working 
toward greater accessibility on 
campus. Accessibility is something 
I hold close to my heart,” said 


SGA President Tori Irvin, who was 
also present at the meeting. 

Tony Miller then took the floor 
and introduced himself, stating 
that he is both the new Director 
of Student Conduct and also the 
Deputy Title [IX Coordinator. 
Title [IX covers stalking, sexual 
misconduct, sexual harassment 
and sexual assault. 

“Tf a student needs to be held 
accountable, we hold them ac- 
countable,” said Miller. 

“My philosophy is simple, I 
don’t like to think of it as Iam the 
place where college students who 
are in trouble come,” said Miller. 
“T like to look at it as my job is to 
assist college students and bring 
their actions into congruence with 
their values.” 

Holding people accountable 
for their actions while also trying 
to create a teaching moment is 
a value that is held dear to the 
department, according to Miller. 

Miller expanded upon the idea, 
stating that he wants to create a 
safe space and also give students 
an opportunity to serve their 
student body by being a part of 
the Justice Council. The Justice 
Council, which is a mixed group 
of students and faculty, judge cases 
that have to do with upholding 
the Student Code of Conduct. 

The Friendly Falcon Forgive- 
ness Program was also a topic of 
discussion at the town hall. The 
program ensures that students 
who contact the police for help 
with drug or alcohol intoxication 
for themselves or another student 
will not be considered in violation 
of the Student Code of Conduct. 

SGA and the Town Hall, as 
stated by Irvin, is a vital resource 
to the student body because it puts 
the voice in the students’ hands. 
Regular meetings are held between 
the officers of SGA and the higher 
up administrative members of the 
school. 

“The administrative body of 
UM really care and listen,” said 
Irvin. 
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Application spotlight: Receipt Box 


By REANNA PIPES 


Chances are that at some point 
in your life, you've complained 
about money. Maybe you spend it 
too quickly, periodically checking 
your bank account and wondering 
how in the world youve managed 
to blow through more than $100 
in four days. If that’s the case, you 
are definitely not alone. 

More often than not, following 
your spending woes the sugges- 
tion is then made to you by some 
adult who has their life together 
that you should make a budget. 
But making a budget can be hard, 
so where should you start? Why, 
keeping track of where your mon- 
ey is going, of course. 

If organization is not a skill 
that comes naturally to you, then 
the thought of keeping up with 
receipts and writing down your 
every expense may sound exhaust- 
ing. What are those who may not 
be good at maintaining a note- 
book or who are prone to losing 
things easily to do? 

The answer to your prayers 
may come in the form of an app: 
Receipt Box. It aims to make the 
process of tracking your spending 
as easy and user-friendly as pos- 
sible by keeping all the necessary 
information right in your back 


pocket. Available in the Apple App 


Store, this app does exactly what 
its title suggests; it stores your ex- 
penses. Receipt Box lets you type 
in how much you are spending 
and also categorizes what you are 
spending it on. 

After each entry, a pie graph 
is updated to show you what 
percentage of your income is being 
spent. Receipt Box offers many 
different categories for you to use: 
fast food, groceries, entertainment, 
various types of bills, snacks, cos- 
metics and many more. 

If you happen to have some 
specific hobby that you tend to 
put money toward and it is not on 
the list, there is also an option to 
add a custom category, such as if 
you put $75 toward going to the 
movie theater for the month. The 
app then tells you that 40 percent 
of your income is going toward 
attending movies. 

Receipt Box is a stress-free 
way to monitor and track your 
spending and can eventually lead 
to helping you formulate a real 
budget. The app also offers the op- 
tion to change currency. You can 
add notes on to your expenses for 
later. If you forgot to input your 
expenses for the day, no worries. 

It lets you change the dates on the 
entries, as well as add a location. It 


even lets you calculate a tip. 

Another great feature about 
Receipt Box is that it is free to 
use. If you want to save money, 
then you definitely do not want 
to throw down a few dollars on 
an app meant to monitor your 
spending. However, there is a 
“pro” version if you prefer it. For 
a dollar and a half more, you can 
back up your expenses to iCloud 
and remove ads. 

But the great thing about the 
free version is that the ads are few 
and far-between. A couple of ads 
scroll along the bottom, but you 
never have to exit out of them be- 
fore entering the app and Receipt 
Box does not constantly pester you 
to purchase the more expensive 
version. 

This helpful app shows where 
your money is going, and from 
there you decide, in terms of cuts 
or additional spending, how you 
want to proceed. It is a great app 
for those just starting out with 
budgeting. There is not currently 
a version of this app available 
for download in the Google Play 
Store, though there is an app with 
the same name, which presumably 
works similarly from what could 
be previewed in the store. 
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Poli-Sci 101: Supreme Court nominations 


By WAID JONES, Managing editor 





President Donald Trump 
recently nominated Judge Brett 
Kavanaugh to the Supreme Court 
seat vacated by Justice Anthony 
Kennedy. Justice Kennedy has 
spent 30 years on the Supreme 
Court and was nominated by 
Ronald Reagan. 

Many people often overlook 
the importance of the makeup 
the Supreme Court when they’re 
examining how issues they care 
about can be changed. Both the 
legalization of same-sex marriage 
and abortion were major Supreme 
Court victories. 


Supreme Court nominations 


are lifelong, and throughout the 
tenure of a justice they may be 
presented with many important 
issues that have wide-ranging im- 
plications on the everyday lives of 
Americans; during Justice Kenne- 
dy’s tenure on the Supreme Court, 
several of these decisions have 
come before the Justices, such 

as afhrmative action in college 
admissions decisions, and attacks 
on the implementation of Roe 

v. Wade, the case that legalized 


abortion in all 50 States. 


The composition of the court 
is vastly more important than just 
the decisions they will make. The 
court has autonomy over the cases 
that they hear, and this allows 
them to decide the issues they will 
take. Thousands of cases request 
“cert,” or the right to be heard by 
the court every year, and less than 
1 percent will be granted it. 

Cases must make their way ei- 
ther to State Court of Last Resort, 
in Alabama that would be the Ala- 
bama Supreme Court, or through 
to any of the federal intermediate 
appellate courts. Once they have 


reached these levels and been 
decided, these cases must obtain 

a grant of cert from the U.S. Su- 
preme Court to continue. It takes 
four of the nine Justices to agree 
that a case has merit to be granted 
cert by the Supreme Court. 

This number is very import- 
ant after Kennedy’s retirement. 
Kennedy, although having been 
nominated by a conservative presi- 
dent, sided with the liberal Justices 
on many issues throughout his 
tenure and was often considered 
to be more of a moderate than a 
conservative. Notably, Kennedy 
sided against the death penalty 
and wrote the majority opinion 
in Obergefell v. Hodges in 2015, 
legalizing same-sex marriage. 

The process for nominating 
and confirming a U.S. Supreme 
Court Justice is simple. The pres- 
ident nominates a candidate, and 
then the Senate Judiciary Com- 
mittee has hearings to ascertain 
the qualifications of the candidate. 

This process involves Senators 
being provided the documents 
pertaining to the possible legal 
thinking and other qualifications 
of the nominee and then a series 
of statements and questions being 
asked. These hearings are on the 


whole a long cat and mouse game 
of senators trying to gain more 
information about the stances 

of a nominee, and the nominee 
giving them as little information 
as possible. 

Many of the nominees will of- 
ten describe prior Supreme Court 
cases as “settled law,” in attempt 
to avoid answering hypotheticals 
about the repeal of these cases. 
Much of the questioning of Ka- 
vanaugh has centered around his 
thoughts on Roe v. Wade. 

Once the hearings are complete 
the committee sends their findings 
and recommendations to the rest 
of the senate and a vote is held to 
confirm or reject the nominee. 

Fifty-one votes are needed 
to confirm a Justice. In previous 
years, the Senate had a practice 
of only confirming a nominee if 
they were able to reach 60 votes, 
though constitutionally only a 
majority of 51 is required. This 
practice was suspended during the 
latter days of President Obama's 
tenure. In the instance of a 50-50 
tie the Vice President casts the 
deciding vote. 


CDC reports a surge in STD diagnoses 


By CALEB JONES, Assistant managing editor 


Recently the Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention released 
data showing a sharp rise in STD 
rates in the United States for 
2017. Nearly 2.3 million cases of 
chlamydia, gonorrhea and syphilis 
have been diagnosed. 

These numbers are a pretty 
substantial increase, surpassing 
2016’s record by 200,000 cases. 
What’s more, this marks the 
fourth consecutive year of sharp 
increase. 

Chlamydia remained the most 
common condition reported to 
the CDC with more than 1.7 
million cases diagnosed in 2017, 
45 percent of which were among 
women aged 15 to 24. 

Cases of primary and second- 
ary syphilis diagnoses increased 76 
percent (from 17,375 to 30,664), 
and are the most infectious stages 
of the disease. 

Gonorrhea diagnoses have in- 
creased 67 percent, from 333,004 
cases to 555,608. The rate has 
nearly doubled among men, and 
cases among women have gone up 


for the third year in row. 

This trend has professionals 
very worried. Dr. Jonathan Mer- 
min, director of CDC’s National 
Center for HIV/AIDS, Viral Hep- 
atitis, STD and TB Prevention 
stated, “We are sliding backward.” 
Mermin also said, “It is evident 
the systems that identify, treat 
and ultimately prevent STDs are 
strained to near-breaking point.” 

Gonorrhea in particular is 
getting more dangerous due to the 
fact that it is growing more and 
more resistant to the antibiotics 
used to treat it. The CDC stated 
that an antibiotic known as ceftri- 
axone is the only highly effective 
antibiotic remaining in the United 
States that can treat the disease. 

Even that treatment may not 
last long; gonorrhea is starting 
to exhibit resistance to azithro- 
mycin, an oral antibiotic taken 
in conjunction with ceftriaxone. 
Scientists fear that the day will 
eventually come when a strain 
of gonorrhea arises that does not 
respond to ceftriaxone at all. 


Director of CDC’s Division of 
STD Prevention Dr. Gail Bolan 
said, “We expect gonorrhea will 
eventually wear down our last 
highly effective antibiotic, and 
additional treatment options are 
urgently needed. We can’t let our 
defenses down — we must contin- 
ue reinforcing efforts to rapidly 
detect and prevent resistance as 
long as possible.” 

Syphilis, chlamydia and 
gonorrhea all have the capacity 
to be very dangerous. They can 
lead to serious reproductive health 
effects, such as infertility, ectopic 
pregnancy, stillbirth in infants and 
increased HIV risk. 

There are many reasons for 
these sharp increases in STD 
rates. For one, chlamydia, syphilis 
and gonorrhea are curable with 
antibiotics, but most cases go un- 
diagnosed and therefore untreated. 
The CDC also stated that studies 
show that socioeconomic factors 
such as poverty, stigma, discrimi- 
nation and drug use all contribute 
to the rise in STD rates. 


With the increase in STD rates, 
how can students at the Univer- 
sity of Montevallo avoid catching 
STDs? Well, the only 100 percent 
guaranteed way is to not have any 
form of sexual contact. To be fair, 
it is extremely unrealistic to expect 
abstinence from college students 
or from adults in general. Sex is 
completely normal, natural and a 
part of being human. 

That being said, if not having 
sex isnt an option, the second best 
way to avoid STDs is to always 
practice safe sex, which means 
using traditional condoms, female 
condoms and oral dams. 

Additionally, experts encourage 
having open, honest conversations 
with your sexual partners about 
past sexual encounters and making 
sure youre on the same page when 
it comes to sexual safety. A partner 
that doesn't respect your desire to 
be safe is better left alone. 

Oftentimes, people with STDs 
may not even exhibit symptoms. 
They may look completely healthy, 
but can actually be infected and 


contagious. This reality means get- 
ting tested is extremely important, 
both for your health and for the 
health of your potential partner. 

UM Health Services does 
HIV/STI clinics annually, and 
they can also refer students to 
nearby clinics. 

Practicing safe sex may seem 
like a drag. Some people dont like 
condoms and some people may 
not want to take time out of the 
day to get tested. But, ultimately, 
you have to weigh the risks. 

You might not like wearing a 
condom during sex, but the slight 
change in pleasure from taking 
it off is not worth compromising 
the sexual health of either you or 
your partner. The time it takes to 
drive to a testing clinic is certainly 
worth the knowledge that you can 
avoid neglecting treatment of a 
possibly life-changing disease or 
that you can avoid unknowingly 
spreading that disease to another 
person whose sexual health and 
wellness is then compromised. Be 
safe, be smart and be honest. 
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Week-long collegiate 
spending journal 


By REANNA PIPES 


If there is one thing I have al- 
ways known about myself, it’s that 
I like spending money on myself, 
on others and just in general. ‘The 
problem with that little character 
trait is that it means I don’t always 
save like I should. 

Like most college students, I 
am not rolling in money and it’s 
unwise for me to throw it away 
left and right. My spending cash 
comes from my job where I only 
work five hours a week for mini- 
mum wage and from whatever my 
loving and kind parents feel like 
giving me. 

I do not exactly monitor my 
spending. I’ve never put much 
thought into how much I spend or 
about where I’m spending it. 

However, after a recent $30 
Sephora splurge, I decided to 
challenge myself. I made up my 
mind to honestly track and report 
my spending for a week, and well 
... It was a bit much. 

To start, I found myself an 
app to help me along the way 
called Receipt Box. It allowed me 
to input my expenses, and the 
app would show me where I was 
putting my money. 

In my defense, day one hap- 
pened to fall on Sept. 1: Labor 
Day weekend. How could I 
not buy a Too Faced eyeshadow 
palette on sale? I also stopped 
by JCPenney and spent $8 ona 
much-needed bathrobe. Howev- 
er, I did not need the $12 video 
game, or to spend an additional 


$10 on makeup from Wet n’ Wild. 


But hey, I was cashing in on those 
last-minute holiday sales. 

Knowing I was trying to moni- 
tor my spending, I got thrifty and 
ate at Arby’s for dinner because I 
had a gift card that I’ve left unused 
since April. 

With my big spending week- 
end over, I settled back in on cam- 
pus and went through my normal 
days. On Tuesday, my bank ac- 
count did not come out scot-free. 
I am quite the picky eater, and 
after a particularly sad waffle from 
the Caf, I made my way down to 
McDonald’s and surrendered $8 
on some chicken nuggets. 

I don’t have a good excuse 
for my $8 trip to Zapopan on 
Wednesday, but I had to spend 
$7 at CVS. I never realized how 
expensive deodorant was until it 
was the only thing in my cart. 

Thursday came really close to 
being a no-spending day, but, as 
luck would have it, that brand- 
new stick of deodorant broke, 
falling right into the toilet. 

I headed to Walmart this time 
for a replacement, a friend of mine 
in tow. I bought a different brand 
this time around, but it still was 
$7. Then my friend suggested we 
get Bojangles for dinner, which 
was another $5 toward food. 

Friday arrived and I knew | 
would be spending a lot of money. 
I learned that a friend was working 
at Cracker Barrel, so I moseyed 
on down to pay her a visit. After a 
plate of chicken fingers and some 
of their new beignets (which aren't 


really beignets, but I won’ get into 
that) and a big tip full of love, I 
had spent around $20. 

Finally, Saturday had come 
and it was my final day. As I 
mentioned earlier, I’m a pretty 
picky eater, but I love Caf food on 
the weekend. ‘There’s usually tater 
tots and scrambled eggs, so I did 
not spend money eating out. For 
dinner I had saved some leftovers 
from Cracker Barrel and was good 
to go. 

When I looked back over my 
spending for the week, I couldn't 
help but frown. Sure, some of the 
expenses were essentials. I needed 
deodorant and a new robe, and 
I had planned a week ahead for 
the pricey trip to Cracker Bar- 
rel. However, there was a lot of 
unplanned spending, and it all 
fell into the same category for the 
most part: eating out. 

I knew beforehand that I 
tended to run to McDonald’s 
before the Caf, so much so that 
some of the staff is starting to 
memorize my order. But when I’m 
not constantly looking at where | 
spend my money, I tend to forget 
about it. 

This experiment has definitely 
been a wakeup call and a reminder 
that I already have prepaid meals 
in the Caf all day long. Maybe 
my wallet will be a little happier 
if | use them. But one thing is 
for sure, I'll definitely continue 
tracking my spending. 


\@ 


Horoscopes 


By KAITLYN SHEHEE 





Aries i You have no use 
for fences and yet you find 
yourself letting barriers 
overcome you. A little 
barbed wire here and there 
is not enough to stop you, 
surely. 


Taurus £&i You keep 
climbing up further and 
further, your lungs strug- 
gling to adjust to the 
change in altitude, but it 
doesn’t matter. Remind 
yourself again what you are 
climbing toward. 


Gemini § You picked 
the box of strawberries 
with the tiniest fruit, 
thinking you could some- 
how inspire its growth. 
Stop avoiding your prob- 
lems in the grocery aisle 
and take the time to care 
for yourself instead. 


Cancer & Free falling 
isn’t something you’re used 
to. Before your feet reach 
the ground, that feeling in 
your gut of having the rug 
pulled out from under you 
swoops in again. Perhaps 
it’s time to step off the rug. 


Leo & All roads lead back 
to Rome, but don't let that 
stop you from traversing a 
new path. You'll find your 
destination eventually. 


Virgo fA fresh coat of 
paint and a few splatters 
on your clothing, and every- 
thing is good as new... Until 


you realize you forgot the 
primer. Oh well, that’s a 
problem for later-you, isn't 
it? 


Libra It's easy to 
overthink with the light of 
the moon blanketing you. 
Her radiance lets you 
believe that your inner 
thoughts are gonna swal- 
low you whole. Luckily, the 
dawn always breaks. 


Scorpio if The reins 
have left blisters from 
where you've been gripping 
them so tightly. Take 
breaks, or your hands will 
waste away before winter 
has the chance to arrive. 


Sagittarius Where 
your passion meets your 
fortitude is where your 
truth lies. A cowardly lion is 
still a lion at heart. 


Capricorn & Peaceful 
solitude is well deserved, 
and a bit of alone time can 
reset your thoughts. You 
might find you enjoy the 
stillness of the air if you 
give it a chance. 


Aquarius £ You've 
been leaving footprints in 
the freshly plowed dirt. 
Make sure to watch where 
you step; one wrong move 
and you could take more 
than you give. 


Pisces {© Frustration 
comes easily to you when 
you perceive yourself to be 
doing all the work. The 
river may not complain 
about what it transports all 
day, but you are not the 
river. Instead, you fancy 
yourself a quiet stream. 


=) Spotify PLAYLIST 
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By The ALABAMIAN STAFF 


“Oye Como Va” - Santana 

Santana’s 1970 hit “Oye Como Va” is ac- 
tually a rendition of Latin jazz and mambo 
musician Tito Puente’s “Oye Como Va” writ- 
ten in 1963. Its lyrics describe the song very 
well, as they translate loosely to “listen how 
it goes, my rhythm. It’s good for enjoying 
yourself.” This tune hits all the right notes 
(literally) with rhythmic vibes great for driv- 
ing, dancing and partying. 


“La Gozadera” - Gente de Zona 

ft. Marc Anthony 

Named “The Party” this song sings of uni- 
ty during the world cup, a truly wonderous 
sight to see. To see world powers coming 
together to enjoy a game of soccer brings 
a feeling of joy to the average person. Or 
boredom. The uplifting vocals solidify the 
message of unity and friendship this song 
promotes. 


“Livin’ la Vida Loca” - Ricky Martin 

It knocked our socks off as the finale tune 
in “Shrek 2” in 2004, and it still goes hard as 
WTSI R(t] ce 


“Smooth” - Santana ft. Rob Thomas 

Whose mother didn’t hear this one on 
the radio and turn it way up while wash- 
ing dishes at 8 a.m. on a Saturday? Sure, it 
was a relatively nice way to let us know it 
was chore day, but this particular tune will 
always bring back memories of the pain and 
suffering of having to clean the whole bath- 
room by yourself. 


“Gasolina” - Daddy Yankee 

It’s time to freaking party. Get ready to 
yell and pretend you know how to tap a keg. 
This is the one to blast while driving down 
the interstate. Who cares if everyone is 
annoyed? It’s a banger, and you'll never see 
them again anyway. Hopefully. 


ibe tt that) 


much. 


GENRE SPOTLIGHT: 
LATIN POP 


“Hero” - Enrique Iglesias 

He can be your hero, baby. He can kiss 
away the pain. He will stand by you forever. 
You can take his breath away. We won't lie, 
Enrique. We won't run and hide. And we will 
most certainly dance. 


“Despacito” - Luis Fonsi 

ft. Daddy Yankee 

You can never have too much Daddy Yan- 
kee. However, you can have too much Justin 
Bieber. Take careful note that this version 
does not have him in it. Have you noted it? 
Good. This version is superior. 


“La Hormiguita” - Juan Luis Guerra 

The perfect song for relaxing with a spe- 
cial someone, or even just by yourself, “La 
Hormiguita” tells the story of a man falling 
in love with the woman he nicknames his 
“little ant.” A little sappy? Maybe. But also, 
rel N MLO la tee Laem NW C-1 = 


Submit your 
comics to 
alabamian@ 
montevallo.edu 


for a chance to 
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UM hosts annual Falcon Classic Invitational 


By HARRISON NEVILLE 





195 runners participated in the womens 5k. Photo by Harrison Neville 


On Saturday, Sept. 15 
at 8 a.m. the University 
of Montevallo hosted the 
annual Falcon Classic for 
cross-country. The classic 
consisted of an 8k race for 
men and a 5k race for wom- 
en. A total of 25 colleges 


sent students to compete for 


the men’s race, and 22 for 
the womens. 

Montevallo’s men’s 
team placed fifth overall 
in the competition and the 
womens team placed sixth 
overall. The overall time for 


the men’s team was 2 hours 
15 minutes, with an average 
individual time of 27 min- 
utes. The total time for the 
womens team was 1 hour 
42 minutes, with an average 
time of 20 minutes. The 
competition included both 


NCAA Division I schools 
and Division II, with five 
Division I schools in the 
womens race and four in 
the men’s race. 

In the men’s division, the 
top runners for Monteval- 
lo, Seth Graham and Jake 
Royster, came in 26th and 
36th place respectively, out 
of 226 total runners. For 
the women’s division the 
top runners were Justine 
Glass and Jodi Martin, who 
placed 7th and 17th out of 
195 runners. 

The meet was the largest 
that the University of Mon- 
tevallo has hosted. Given 
the number of schools and 
the extreme heat of the day, 
Head Coach for UM’s Track 
and Field Team Tommy 
Barksdale felt that his teams 
did well. 

“We are definitely head- 
ed in the right direction,” 
Barksdale said. “We're 
about to hit a three week 
stretch in which we will do 


nothing but training before 
we race again, so every- 
thing should set up for us to 
be great, and there should 
be lots of improvements by 
our next meet.” 

Though the event was 
well organized, there was 
one point of confusion. 

An ambulance was sum- 
moned for a competitor 
and attempted to reach the 
individual by driving across 
the course during the wom- 
ens 5k. The vehicle made 

it halfway across the way 
before a group of runners 
reached that point in the 
course, forcing it to stop. It 
was effectively stuck there 
for a few minutes while 

the runners continued to 
stream around it. There 
were a few close calls, but 
luckily no one was hurt. 


UM musicians present night of chamber music 


By DONOVAN CLECKLEY, Copy editor 


At the start of the pro- 
gram titled “An Evening of 
Chamber Music,’ both Dr. 
Laurie Middaugh and Dr. 
Brittney Patterson entered 
the stage, the former musi- 
cian being the University of 
Montevallo staff accompa- 
nist and the latter musician 
being a new and welcomed 
addition to the music fac- 
ulty. 

Beginning the program, 
Middaugh took a moment 
to recognize the day as 
being Sept. 11, quoting mu- 
sician and composer Leon- 
ard Bernstein who, after the 
assassination of President 
John FE. Kennedy, said, “This 
will be our reply to vio- 
lence: to make music more 
intensely, more beautifully, 
more devotedly than ever 
before: 

The program consist- 
ed of the Sonata for Flute 
and Keyboard in G Major, 
HWYV 363b attributed to 
George F. Handel, Philippe 
Gaubert'’s Nocturne et 
Allegro Scherzando and the 
Trio for Clarinet, Cello and 
Piano, Op. 114 by Johannes 
Brahms. 

Musicians performing 
for the evening included 
Middaugh playing the 
piano, Patterson playing 
the flute, Dr. Lori Ardovino 
playing the clarinet and 
Patricia Pilon playing the 
cello. 


As a group, Middaugh, 
Ardovino and Pilon have 
come to be known as the 
Magnolia Trio, a name 
reflecting their shared sense 
of being women in the 
South. The name, according 
to Middaugh, is connected 
to both the magnolia trees 
that grow in the South and 
the term “steel magnolias” 
as it is used to describe 
Southern women. 

Because the piece by 
Gaubert is a staple in flute 
repertoire and also was a 
test piece for the Paris Con- 
servatory, Patterson stated, 
“When preparing the piece 
as a flutist, I feel the finger- 
prints of all of the genera- 
tions before me.” 

Further discussing the 
Gaubert piece, Patterson 
adds that, as Middaugh said 
in introducing the work, the 
combination of two very 
different parts — a nocturne 
and an allegro — gives a cer- 
tain quirkiness to the piece. 

To demonstrate the 
marked difference between 
the two parts, Patterson 
paralleled the Gaubert piece 
to Shakespearean plays, 
stating that “the Nocturne 
is reminiscent of the bal- 
cony scene from ‘Romeo 
and Juliet’ and the Allegro 
Scherzando is Puck from ‘A 
Midsummer Night's Dream’ 
causing mischief and frol- 
icking in a forest? 


Regarding which piece 
she found most interesting, 
Professor of Music and 
Director of Choral Activ- 
ities Dr. Melinda S. Doyle 
said that she most enjoyed 
the interpretations of the 
work of Brahms during the 
program. 

After mentioning the 
integration of the clarinet, 
the cell, and the piano in 
the piece, Doyle added that, 
of the three instruments, 
the cello “plays the leading 


role since it has much of the 


leading thematic material 
throughout the work? 

“As in all of the works of 
Brahms,’ Doyle said, “he 
shows emotion through 
passionate melodies and 
the use of chromaticism in 
an effort to reveal his own 
thoughts and feelings.” 

When asked which piece 
she considered most beauti- 
fully delivered in execution 
and technique, Doyle said 
that, although she found all 
of the performances exqui- 
site, she especially adored 
Patterson's interpretation 
of Gaubert’s Nocturne et 
Allegro Scherzando. 

On her choice in regard 
to Pattersons skillful inter- 
pretation of Gaubert’s work, 
Doyle said that Gaubert 
“incorporates impressionis- 
tic harmonies while show- 
casing the virtuosity of the 
flute through lyrical melod- 
ic material” 





Pilon, Middaugh, and Ardovino pose following their recital. Photo by Donovan Cleckley 


“Highlighting the tech- 
nical aspects of the flute,” 
Doyle added, “melodies 
are stylistically sensuous 
and Gaubert'ss use of chro- 
maticism is reminiscent 
of the works of Ravel and 
Debussy.” 

Much like Doyle, Mid- 
daugh enjoyed the work 
of Brahms, stating, “It has 
a lot of depth and layers. 
Brahms is one of those 
composers whose music 
can be played for years and 
never get old” She further 
added that the Magnolia 
Trio has played the piece 
previously over the years in 
which the group has per- 
formed together. 


On Middaughss use of 
the Bernstein quote in re- 
gard to the night being the 
anniversary of the Sept. 11 
attacks, Middaugh reflect- 
ed, “Music is where we 
express our humanity.” 

Inspired by the Bern- 
stein quote, Patterson said 
that “now more than ever 
we have a responsibility to 
make the world more beau- 
tiful through music.” 

Exemplary of shared 
humanity, music across the 
world brings human beings 
together. For as Ralph Wal- 
do Emerson wrote in his 
poem “Music,” even “in the 
darkest, meanest things,” 
something always sings. 


CAREER TALK + Q&A 


with Pulitzer Prize-winning 


journalist Joey Bunch ‘85 
Thurs. Sept. 27th, 4:00 PM 
in Strong Hall Room 113 
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staff revisit 


the Constitution at library panel 


By DEE SMITH 





Doctors Day and Doerfler field questions from the crowd regarding the origin of constitution. Photos by Lee Baker 


As Sept. 15 was Constitution 
Day, the panel discussion and 
subsequent Q&A conducted in 
Parnell Library on the evening of 
Sep. 16 explored the origins of the 
Constitution and how it almost 
didn't come to fruition. 

The panel featured Tiffany 
Bunt, a city councilwoman in 
Montevallo and communications 
manager at University Relations, 
Dr. Jim Day, a professor of history 
at UM and Dr. Carl Doerfler, 
an associate professor of political 
science at UM. Lauren Bartell, 
library director at Parnell, took 
on the role of moderator for the 
duration of the event. 

Opening statements by 
the panel centered around the 
documents and letters included 
in a packet distributed among 
audience members. 

Bunt focused mainly on the 
functionality of the U.S. Con- 
stitution and the importance of 
the balance between state and 


federal governments. Day chose to 
expand more upon the document's 
context while Doerfler expressed a 
genuine gratification about read- 
ing and having the opportunity to 
discuss elevated political discourse, 
something that he noted was a 
refreshing change from the current 
political climate. 

In addition to covering the 
events leading up to the devel- 
opment and creation of the U.S. 
Constitution, the panel answered 
prepared questions regarding the 
popularity of the document at the 
time of its conception, the flexibil- 
ity of the document, its persisting 
relevance throughout the years 
since its establishment and even 
the plausibility of scrapping it 
altogether. 

During the Q&A session, the 
audience was given the opportu- 
nity to ask their own questions; 
hypothetical comparisons were 
drawn between the revision of 
the Articles of Confederation and 


a possible revision of the U.S. 
Constitution as we currently know 
it. This sparked a brief glimpse 
into how extensive and involved a 
process that would be and the pos- 
sible benefits of such a change. 

“It would be nice to do these 
things more often,” comment- 
ed Doerfler after the event. “I 
enjoyed the interaction with the 
audience more than I enjoyed the 
prepared remarks.” 

Audience members teemed 
with opinions to share and reflect 
upon. Some were awed by the 
mere implications of the topics 
discussed, while others shared 
their unique experiences of having 
their questions answered or their 
own musings confirmed and 
validated. 

“The idea of possibly throwing 
away the constitution and just 
restarting the whole thing had 
never even crossed my mind,” said 
Olivia Olsen, one such audience 
member. “I never even thought 


about the actual idea of it ever 
changing.” 

“T thought it was interesting 
when Dr. Doerfler talked about 
the late Supreme Court Justice 
Antonin Scalia,” remarked Dr. 
Clark Hultquist, a professor of 
history at UM. 

Hultquist went on to explain 
the perspective of understanding 
how difficult the U.S. Constitu- 
tion is to amend, citing Scalia, 
and Doerfler’s reference to him, as 
support for that perspective. 

Refreshments were served 
during the final leg of the event, 
and the panel and audience mem- 
bers were given the opportunity 
to rub elbows with each other and 
further discuss the topics brought 
up during the talk. 

The full reader the audience 
packet “Creating the Constitu- 
tion” was taken from is available 
for checkout at Parnell Library. 


New senators elected to SGA 


By ADAM MCCAIN 


On Sept. 19, the fall elections 
for the Student Government Asso- 
ciation Senate came to a close with 
the selection of four new senators. 

Caitlin Blackburn, Noah 
McCulloch and Jennifer Baldwin 
were elected onto the Freshman 
Senate, while Natalie Seavers was 
elected to the new position of 
transfer student senator. 

This election marked the first 
time that fall transfer students 
were able to elect an SGA repre- 
sentative. 

The position was formed 
because fall transfer students at 
the University of Montevallo were 
not previously able to take part 
in SGA activities. Upon realizing 
this systemic oversight, the SGA 
senate and president worked to 
create this position giving transfer 


INSIDE 


students a chance to have their 
voice heard. 

The newly elected senate 
shared the same general goal of 
representing parts of the UM 
community that felt were histori- 
cally underrepresented in student 
government. 

“I want especially the freshman 
voice to be heard, because I feel 
like it’s one of the ones that aren't 
at all,” said Baldwin. 

Baldwin additionally expressed 
her ambition to stay active in 
SGA, stating “I would definitely 
love to grow in it.” 

“If being the president of SGA 
is where life takes me that’s fantas- 
tic,” said Baldwin. She also noted 
that no matter where she ends up, 
she will do her best. 

Blackburn said that her experi- 
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ences as an introvert motivated her 
to get involved with SGA, with 
one of her goals being to provide 
representation to other introverts 
in the freshman class. Blackburn 
was motivated to do so because of 
her previous experiences with stu- 
dent government in high school. 

She additionally cited a love 
for politics as another reason for 
running. 

Transfer Student Senator 
Seavers was also motivated by a 
desire to represent her peers, spe- 
cifically other transfer students. 

“I hope to be a voice for trans- 
fer students,” Seavers stated. “] 
know as a transfer student myself, 
commonly you feel like you don't 
have a voice. So, I want my fellow 
transfer students, really anybody, 
to feel like they can talk to me.” 
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Seavers also cited other student 
government organizations as a 
reason for her running. Seeing 
their capabilities, she decided to 
run hoping that she could make 
changes by working closely with 
the rest of the new senators toward 
a better and brighter future for 
UM. 

As the SGA elections were 
coming to a close, so were the 
preliminary rounds of voting for 
Mr. and Ms. Montevallo. 

The female nominees are Mad- 
ison Johnson, Peyton Lang and 
Savannah Willard. The male nom- 
inees are Tyon Hudson, Marcus 
Moore and Dakota Patrick. The 
winners will be announced during 
College Night season in February 
2UL9. 
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SCIENTISTS 
DISCOVER 
REAL-LIFE 


PLANET VULCAN 


By LAURA DEROCHER 


Last week, the discovery of 
a new exoplanet orbiting the 
star HD26965, also known as 
40 Eridani A, made headlines 
for a pretty unusual reason— 
the planet’s mention in “Star 
Trek” as Spock’s home planet, 


Vulcan. 


Unlike some other science 
fiction series, “Star Trek” is 
known to utilize factual loca- 
tions in its setting in order to 
make it more believable as our 
future. 

“Star Trek’ is a fictional 
universe, but it’s supposed to 
be about the future of human- 
ity, said Dr. Bruce Finklea, 
UM Assistant Professor of 
mass communication. Finklea 
currently teaches a class on the 
cultural significance of “Star 


Trek.” 


When “Star Trek” was first 
made in the 1960s, there was 
no way of knowing whether 
HD26965 had any exoplanets 
at all, especially not any habit- 
able ones. 


“Something that was 
dreamed up 50 years ago has 
actually turned out to be true,” 
said Finklea. 


The exoplanet is locat- 
ed just inside HD 26965’s 
habitable zone, meaning that 
the planet could have liquid 
water and potentially life. 
According to the researchers 
who discovered the planet, 
its surface is likely to be very 
hot, dry and difficult to live 
on—much like the surface 
of “Star Trek’s” Vulcan whose 
humanoid inhabitants reside 
primarily in caves. 


Currently, the exoplanet 
is being referred to as HD 
26965b, according to Inter- 
national Astronomical Union 
naming guidelines, but the 
research team plans to contact 
the Astronomical Union 
to have the planet officially 
named Vulcan. 


When or whether the 
planet will be officially named 
Vulcan is still unannounced, 
but, for now, “Star Trek” fans 
will still have the satisfaction 
of being able to spot HD 
26965b on a clear night and 
know that thanks to the show's 
popularity and influence, 
humans are being inspired to 
explore the stars with some 
amazing results. 
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Reboots and remakes and sequels, oh my! 


By ARIEL HALL and REANNA PIPES 


Ariel’s point of view 


In the last couple of years, 
Hollywood has produced so 
many movies based on books and 
rebooted old shows and made 
sequels to popular flicks. It seems 
to me that it’s all Hollywood is 
making. I appreciate the artistic 
aspect, given that movies and 
shows made years after the 
originals usually have a different, 
creative take. However, all I see is 
repetition. 

For example, back in 2016, 
Netflix announced that it would 
be doing a reboot of “Full House.” 
It was one of my favorite shows as 
a kid, and I gave it a chance, but 
I couldn’ see past the unoriginal 
content and cliché plot lines. 

The premise of the reboot was 
exactly the same as the original. 
It’s about a widow and mother of 
three who has her best friend and 
sibling move in with her to help 
her navigate crazy situations and a 
complicated love life. 

I mean, really? They couldn't 
think of anything better? The 
only real difference I have found 
between the original material and 
remakes is that the writers have 


added jokes about millennials 
and younger generations and how 
they're obsessed with the internet. 

Most of these movies only 
become popular due to curiosity 
or the audience being unaware of 
the original material. For the most 
part, marketing for these movies 
relies on the track record of the 
stars and the fans of the original 
to make a buck. What the movies 
are really lacking isn’t the acting or 
the special effects; it’s a good story 
that remains absent. It seems that 
writers in Hollywood are thinking 
up ideas, throwing them at a wall 
and seeing what sticks. 

I’m not saying that all remakes 
and sequels are bad. In fact, even 
after having watched the original 
film and reading the novel, my 
friend and I went to see the 
remake of “It,” and I loved it. 

A few sequels are even 
better than the firsts, like “The 
Incredibles 2.” Or at least I 
thought it was better. 

Despite my attitude toward 
these movies, I understand the 
reasoning behind making them in 
the first place. If the original was 
popular in the past, then why not 
make another in the present? I’m 


not asking for brand new, stand- 
alone films, but can we just stick 
to the original please? 


Reanna’s point of view 


Right now, we're living in 
a world filled with Hollywood 
producing reboots, remakes and 
sequels left and right. I, for one, 
happen to love all of this new 
“old” content. I wasn’t alive the 
first time the “Star Wars” or 
“Jurassic Park” movies rolled into 
theaters, which can feel like a real 
bummer because I’m such a huge 
fan of the franchises. 

Original works amaze me 
because they create a fictional 
world with which I can fall in 
love; however, remakes are great 
in their own way because not only 
am I receiving more development 
in those same worlds, but I’m also 
getting newer, interesting stories in 
those familiar fictional settings. 

One of my favorite reboots is 
the Disney Channel show “Girl 
Meets World.” I watched reruns 
of “Boy Meets World” growing 
up, so it was nice to be able to see 
what Corey and Topanga were up 
to as adults, while still keeping 


Is the art worth the artist? 


By JONATHAN BREWER 


In the current realm of popular 
culture, few public figures have 
as much influence or get as much 
attention as Kanye West. 

West is an extremely divisive 
celebrity, often moving from 
critical acclaim to PR disaster in a 
matter of days. Recently, West has 
stirred up controversy due to his 
underdeveloped but overly vocal 
political stances, as well as unkept 
promises. 

This past weekend, West 
stated he planned to release a new 
album, “Yandhi,” following his 
performance on “Saturday Night 
Live.” 

This might have surprised more 
casual fans, but following what the 
public dubbed a “mental break- 
down’ in 2016, West has been re- 
leasing music at an unprecedented 
level. He worked on a solo album 
called “Ye” and an album with Kid 
Cudi called “Kids See Ghosts” as 
well as producing three additional 
albums. All five released over the 
course of five weeks. The albums 
each received mostly positive 
reviews, and they signaled a return 
to West’s form. 

Because of this unexpected line 
of consistent releases, when West 
announced a second solo album 
for 2018, many people believed it 
would release on time and would 
be an additional entry in West's 
impressive run of music this year. 

However, following the afore- 
mentioned SNL performance 


where West donned a “Make 
America Great Again” cap, the 
promised album was nowhere to 
be found. 

On Oct. 1, West went on 
TMZ explaining he would be 
going to Africa to record his new 
album, and stated that “Yandhi” 
was not ready to release on its 
initially planned date. West's wife, 
Kim Kardashian, posted a release 
date of Nov. 23 -- nearly a two 
month delay. 

Many issues arise from this 
scenario. Why did West announce 
an album that he was nowhere 
close to finishing? Why was he 
able to complete five previous 
albums this year but unable to 
complete this one? Worse, is West 
desperate enough for attention for 
this to have been part of the plan 
all along? 

The question returning to my 
head each time he does something 
outlandish is a simple one but is 
also an incredibly difficult one to 
answer: At what point does art 
stop being worth the actions of 
the artist? 

West’s musicianship and dis- 
cography is largely acclaimed, with 
several of his albums being some 
of my favorites of all time. Albums 
such as “College Dropout” and 
“My Beautiful Dark Twisted 
Fantasy” are seen as staples in hip- 
hop culture, but this year has been 
exceptionally significant for West. 


Although I don’t consider my- 
self a hardcore fan, I am genuinely 
troubled by West’s actions. Ma- 
nipulating the audience’s emotions 
and fans’ hype as a stunt to garner 
views for a television performance 
is a move few artists could pull off 
without scrutiny, but West appears 
to get a pass simply because this is 
the perception the world already 
has of him. 

The issue haunting the major- 
ity of West’s career is his inability 
to accept criticism. He has reached 
a status where he can do nearly 
whatever he wishes, and even ac- 
tions most would see as ridiculous 
or insulting still get defended. 

Political views complete- 
ly aside, West has treated his 
audience and his job with severe 
irreverence. Whatever ideas he has, 
good or bad, are made worse by 
his inability to effectively commu- 
nicate them and to accept others’ 
points of view, even if he likes to 
speak about loving everyone. 

The question remains, though. 
At what point does his debatably 
manic antics and unwillingness to 
think about his actions hinder his 
music? 

In spite of his initially prob- 
lematic political outbursts earlier 
this year, his albums have ad- 
dressed several issues, from mental 
disorders to marital infidelity. “Ye” 
received mostly positive reviews 
and “Kids See Ghosts” received 


critical acclaim, both emphasizing 


Review: IPhone XS Max 


By WAID JONES, Managing editor 


After pre-ordering the new 
iPhone XS Max at midnight, I 
waited anxiously for its release. 
Having spent a couple weeks with 
the phone, I feel that it’s the best 
phone ever made, and here’s why 
you shouldn't buy it. 

The phone sports a massive 
6.5-inch OLED display with 
HDR certification and a reso- 
lution of 2688-by-1242-pixel 
resolution. Apple is labeling this 
new display a “Super Retina HD 
display.” All of these specs really 
boil down to one of the most 
beautiful displays on the market. 

The screen combined with 
excellent speakers leaves little to 
want when watching movies on 
the device, which is available with 
up to 512 gigabytes of storage. 

An all steel chassis combined 
with front and back glass may 
leave the phone with an IP68 
water resistance rating, which is 
higher than last year’s, but it also 
leaves the phone a bit heavier. 


This leaves the device feeling 
sturdier, even though, PCMAG 
confidently instructed users that 
under no circumstances should the 
phone be used without a case, as 
it broke easily on all of their drop 
tests. 

Dual cameras make a return 
this year from the iPhone X, but 
they are now accompanied with 
better software features. Artificial 
intelligence allows the user to have 
more control over post process- 
ing within the camera, allowing 
the user to adjust the amount of 
bokeh, or blur, in the background 
of the photo. 

Photos from the cameras were 
some of the best I have ever seen 
from a mobile camera. 

However, this release marks the 
official death of the headphone 
jack and the home button, as all 
of Apple’s new models won't come 
with either. And this year a head- 
phone adapter wont be in the box. 

Additionally, the new ges- 


ture-based interface on the iPhone 
XS Max relies heavily on the user’s 
ability to reach the top corners of 
the display. This can be difficult 
because of the screen’s size, and I 
often noticed myself using both 
hands to interact with the device 
instead of my customary one. 

A swipe down from the top 
right brings up the control center, 
where you have access to some 
basic functions of the device, 
such as the camera, calculator and 
flashlight. 

A swipe down from the top left 
brings up your notifications. As 
a right-handed user I would have 
much preferred these functions 
to be switched, as notifications 
are typically something I'd prefer 
easier access to. 

The ultimate factor that will 
help people decide if the iPhone 
XS Max is for them is the price. 
This phone is expensive. Ringing 
it at a base price of $1099 for 
64gb of storage. 


their daughter the focus of the 
show with new storylines. 

I can’t count how many people 
have complained to me about 
rebooted movie franchises and 
TV shows, stating that it’s not 
needed or claiming that they won't 
be better than the originals. I am 
also always surprised when I find 
myself arguing with someone over 
the quality of a remake and then 
it's revealed that they haven't even 
seen the actual thing themselves. 

This goes to show that people 
don't want to give reboots a 
chance. Instead, they want to scoff 
and ignore the content, sometimes 
going to extremes with their 
disdain a la fans trying to wipe 
“The Last Jedi” from official “Star 
Wars” cannon. 

I suppose I just don't 
understand why people have 
such an aversion to sequels and 
remakes. Literally no harm is 
being done by giving fans of a 
franchise new content based on 
older works. The new and old 
“Ghostbusters” movies give me 
and my dad something to bond 
over. 

Every single time someone 
decides to remake a theatrical 


more emotional topics than most 
expected they would. 

One cant help but wonder, 
will West’s upcoming “Yandhi” 
address similar issues? Possibly. 
Does this mean we should ignore 
his antics because it has become a 
regular part of his rollout? I would 
argue no. 

Certain actions have conse- 
quences, and West has obviously 
forgotten the consequences of 
what he is doing. Blind allegiances 
and making excuses on behalf of 
a public figure creates extremely 
dangerous situations for society 
when they evolve past mere enter- 
tainment. 

Will I still listen to “Yandhi” 
when it eventually releases? Of 
course. 

I am heavily invested in the 
musical landscape of popular 
culture, and the event of West 
releasing an album is always an 
extremely significant one. West 
has made great art before, and I 
have little doubt he will continue 
to make some in the future. 

After all West has done, if I’m 
still willing to listen to his album, 
am I supporting his offensive 
antics leading up to it? When do 
unmissable events become worth 
missing? At what point does his 
music become unlistenable be- 
cause the man behind it becomes 
intolerable? 


Many of the marquis features 
on this phone are also available on 
other devices. 

The camera technology is avail- 
able on the slightly less expensive 
iPhone XS, which released on the 
same day, but with a smaller 5.8 
inch screen. 

The underlying technology 
will also available on the iPhone 
XR which will be releasing later 
in October at a much lower price. 
Though you wont’ get the same 
dual camera technology as the 
iPhone XS or XS Max, you will 
still get the advanced artificial 
intelligence features that make the 
phone’s camera so impressive, and 
a slightly larger screen than the 
iPhone XS. 

Regardless, this is the best iP- 
hone ever made, but unless you're 
a diehard Apple fan who needs 
the latest and greatest model, you 
shouldn't buy. 


adaption of “Pride and Prejudice,” 
I get excited because I’m getting 
more Elizabeth Bennet, even if 
she’s slaying zombies while turning 
down proposals left and right. 

And, back on the topic of 
“Jurassic Park,” how could I not 
get excited about more dinosaurs? 
You can definitely catch me in 
theaters when “Jurassic World 3” 
comes out. 

Of course, I’m not blind to 
the fact that not every remake 
is good. Even I have my doubts 
about this “Charmed” T'V reboot 
that the CW Television Network 
is making. ‘There’s nothing wrong 
with having hesitations, but at 
least give these remakes a chance. 
The worst thing that could happen 
would be that I hate it, but maybe 
Pll end up loving the show and 
tune in every week to watch it. 

If you really don't want to give 
adaptations and remakes a chance, 
you don't have to, I suppose. You 
can avoid them. Despite how 
some critics make it seem, there 
is still plenty of original media 
content in Hollywood for you to 
enjoy. 
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ABORTION 





Student representatives and regional coordinators pose with pro-choice props outside Farmer Hall. Photo by Donovan Cleckley 


On Sept. 20, the University of 
Montevallo Unite for Reproduc- 
tive and Gender Equity (URGE) 
chapter hosted an Abortion Posi- 
tive Tour to raise awareness about 
reproductive justice and to help 
promote community dialogue 
regarding abortion. 

When asked about the aims 
of URGE, Co-President Madi- 
son Hollon stated: “Our goal is 
basically just to spread a positive 
attitude about embracing sexuality 
and normalizing sex education. In 
this regard, we held the Abortion 
Positive Tour to educate and nor- 
malize simple medical procedures 
that are necessary and to which we 
lack access as a basic hu- 


man right.” 

According to Hollon, URGE 
strives to foster a safe environment 
and also a space in which people 
of diverse backgrounds can express 
themselves and not feel ashamed. 
Hollon further emphasized that 
bringing sexuality into public 
discourse assists in reducing the 
stigma and repression surrounding 
sex and sex education. 

In regard to URGE’s primary 
methods for raising the public’s 
consciousness, Hollon commented 
that grassroots efforts like tabling 
and petitioning constitute import- 
ant activities for the organization. 


She added that the Abortion 


Positive Tour was an information- 


al campaign, but there are also 
social events which, from Hollon’s 
perspective, “further build stronger 
connections with other people” 
because, although URGE is about 
education, it is also about deeper 
involvement within one’s commu- 
nity. 

The overall goal of the 
Abortion Positive Tour, Hollon 
explained, was about normalizing, 
in particular, the word abortion 
as used in public discourse and to 
raise awareness about the upcom- 
ing Amendment Two, which will 
be on the ballot Nov. 6th. 

“This amendment has language 
that could outlaw abortion if Roe 
v. Wade is overturned,” stated Hol- 


URGE leads abortion positive tour 


By DONOVAN CLECKLEY, Copy editor 


lon. As such, URGE believes the 
potential for complete deprivation 
of reproductive rights poses a 
frightening reality for women. 

URGE's petition against 
Amendment Two garnered more 
than 125 signatures from UM 
students. 

When asked how URGE helps 
in fostering public discourse about 
reproductive justice and lessening 
the stigma associated with abor- 
tion, Hollon answered, “Taking 
the negative power away from 
the word helps emphasize that 
abortion is a procedure to which 
women and people in general, 
regardless of gender, need access 
and education.” 

Opening public dialogue and 
raising consciousness is essential 
to fighting injustice in regard to 
reproductive rights for all people, 
Hollon added. “Such efforts can 
open the conversation about the 
procedure and assist in lessening 
the negative perception of abor- 
tion.” 

If Hollon encountered someone 
unfamiliar with URGE and issues 
surrounding reproductive justice, 
she stated, “Basically, I would just 
say what URGE means, meaning 
Unite for Reproductive and Gen- 
der Equity. We strive to create a 
community that wants to be active 
about inequalities surrounding 
issues of reproductive justice.” 

Hollon additionally expanded 


upon what reproductive justice 


means in reality versus the general 
public’s perception. 

“Reproductive justice is more 
than just sex education and abor- 
tion; it involves everything that 
prevents people from accessing 
the healthcare that they need,” 
said Hollon. “It is an umbrella 
term involving our work to fight 
injustice.” 

Furthermore, Hollon discussed 
the urgency of reproductive rights 
for women and for all human 
beings in general. 

“In our political climate, in 
this current administration, it is a 
scary and potentially dire reality 
that people could lose access to the 
healthcare which they need,” stat- 
ed Hollon. “URGE considers such 
access a basic human right.” 

Then, Hollon provided en- 
couragement for young women in 
particular to find their voices in 
politics. 

“Find what youre passionate 
about in politics, discovering issues 
that anger you and drive you to be 
more active,” Hollon said. “Seek 
out opportunities to make your 
voice known because, especially 
in this political climate, we need 
more female voices and minority 
voices representative in politics.” 

In closing, Hollon advised, 
“Never be afraid to ask for help 
and ask for opportunities because, 
more than likely, an answer is 
available.” 


Submit your news tips to alabamian@montevallo.edu 





SSA sheds light 
on banned books 


By ARIEL HALL 


If you ever had to read a book 
in school, then you've probably 
read a challenged or banned book 


in your life. 


While banned books are 


However, there were some 
books that were mentioned were 
banned for unusual reasons. 


For example, “Where the Wild 








removed from libraries completely, 
many books are challenged, mean- 
ing restricted, especially children’s 
books that are deemed to be 
unsuited for that age group. 

This year, the Secular Student 
Alliance (SSA) collaborated with 
the staff of Carmichael Library 
during the week of Sept. 23 for 
Banned Book Week, which was 
held at bookstores, libraries and 
schools all over the country. Ac- 
cording to the American Library 
Association, it is to celebrate read- 
ing while also bringing attention 
to banned and challenged books. 

This week was launched back 
in the 1980s after the Supreme 
Court ruled in Island Trees School 
District v. Pico that school librar- 
ies could not ban a book based 
solely on content. The campaign 
slowly grew as it spotlighted per- 
secuted writers. The focus of this 
awareness campaign is to promote 
academic freedom, even when the 
ideas expressed are unpopular. 

Throughout the week, the 
library had a mugshot-inspired 
photobooth for those who checked 
out banned books. On Friday, 
Sept. 28, SSA held a public read- 
ing of banned books in the Pat 
Scales Special Collections room of 
Carmichael, named after the 1966 
alumna, librarian and advocate for 
academic freedom in children and 
young adult literature. 

At the reading, each attendee 
read an excerpt from a banned 
book and then as a group dis- 
cussed the reasons why it was 
banned. Many attendees were out- 
spoken about their thoughts; some 
thought certain books should be 
more closely monitored, while 
others spoke about total academic 
freedom. 


Things Are” one of the most 
highly acclaimed children’s books, 
was banned for witchcraft and 
supernatural elements. Some other 
books’ reasons were more obvious. 
One of the most controversial 
titles “13 Reasons Why” by Jay 
Asher, discusses mature topics 

like suicide, substance abuse and 
sexual assault. 

An attendee of the reading 
pointed out that many books were 
banned for controversial topics 
like racism and violence, like 
“To Kill a Mockingbird.” Other 
books read include “Looking 
for Alaska” by John Green and 
“Lolita” by Vladimir Nabokov. 

An attendee of the reading stated 
that this was one of her favorite 
books, banned for being consid- 
ered sexually explicit and for the 
subject of pedophilia. However, 
she made clear that even though 
it was known for these things, it 
had still made an impact on her as 
a reader. Many participants agreed 
with her underlying point in her 
statement; even if it was contro- 
versial, banned material still had 
an important message to convey. 

Parents, patrons and even 
students, who seek banning or 
challenging a book have reasons 
that vary. Books can be censored 
due to offensive language, general 
negativity or even political bias. 

Books are still banned and 
challenged in libraries and schools 
today. While challenged books 
are the restriction of the mate- 
rial, banned books are removed 
completely. However, these books 
have remained available because of 
teachers and students who speak 
out. 
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Award-winning 
journalist visits UM 


By HARRISON NEVILLE 


On Thursday, Sept. 27, Uni- 
versity of Montevallo alumnus and 
Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist 
Joey Bunch gave a lecture in 
Strong Hall. Bunch has worked an 
impressive 32 years as a writer and 
was eager to share his experiences 
with the younger crowd of aspir- 
ing journalists. 

In his question and answer ses- 
sion after his official presentation, 
he encouraged those in attendance 
not to let themselves settle when 
they could continue to improve. 

“When you know everything,” 
he said, “that’s when it’s time to 
leave.” Bunch described his career 
as a journey of improvement, with 
him leaving a job whenever he 
felt that he had learned all that he 
could from it. 

When asked about student 
internships, Bunch touched on the 
importance of honing one’s craft, 
describing writing as one would 
describe any other skill: something 
that must be exercised to improve. 

“If youre going to be a writer 
than you've got to write. Write, 
write, write,” he said. “Write for 
free if you have to. Write any- 
thing.” 

As a former editor-in-chief, 
Bunch additionally spoke about 
his experiences with The Alabam- 
ian, saying that “The newspaper 
gave me a lot of confidence.” 

“Even if you have to do it for 
free,” he said, “the payoff is down 
the road.” 

A man who loves stories, 
Bunch clearly takes joy in bringing 
other people's stories to life. Lis- 
tening to him talk, it was obvious 
that one of his favorite parts of 
his job is getting to meet all the 
people that he does through this 
line of work. 

“If youre a freak, come sit next 
to me because I can't get enough 


of you,” said Bunch. “The more 
different a person is the more | 
want to get to understand you.” 

‘This desire to understand peo- 
ple also extended to people that he 
might not see eye-to-eye with, or 
even like. Bunch discussed his past 
experience covering Ku Klux Klan 
meetings, resulting at one point in 
the Klan protesting his coverage 
while carrying pictures of him out- 
side of the newspaper's office. 

“I wanted to understand them 
and to understand why they hated 
so much,” said Bunch. He de- 
scribed it as a combination of low 
self-esteem that they boosted by 
holding others beneath them and 
the fear of the unknown. “A lot 
of people are scared of what they 
don’t know,” he added. 

Bunch’s love of journalism 
shone throughout his talk, but 
there was a darker side to his 
story as well. He told his attentive 
listeners about his struggles with 
post-traumatic stress disorder as a 
result of all the terrible things he 
had witnessed and researched as a 
reporter. 

What seemed to stick with 
Bunch the most was the work he 
did covering the shooting at Sandy 
Hook Elementary School in New- 
town, Connecticut. 

“For a couple of years after 
that, if I was staying in a hotel 
room I would just go ahead and 
put the towels down on the bed, 
because I was going to wake up 
in a couple of hours drenched in 
sweat, said Bunch, going on to 
state that he uses his own experi- 
ences with PTSD to help promote 
awareness of the disorder. 

Reflecting on the discipline of 
journalism as a whole, Bunch said, 
“Tt’s like Atticus Finch said, you 
don't know a man until you walk 
around in his skin, and that’s what 


=) Spotify PLAYLIST 


“Tropics” - Mantaraybryn 

Much like the tides, we all have our highs 
and lows, and this little ditty is the perfect 
pick-me-up for the days that are lower than 
most. The synth-filled melody transports 
you to the coast, allowing you to forget your 
el celol (lai eee mola h mel ema ilialei seals mars 


seconds. 


“Dancing in the Moonlight” - 


King Harvest 


Despite the song’s title, this is a tune that 
you can, and should, dance to anywhere. 
i at=1 oat) eee em alee) me leat ee) a dal 
hallway of your residence hall, let the soft 
string and percussion wash over you and 


just let loose. 


“September” - Earth, Wind & Fire 
A flash to the past that still makes you 
want to get up and groove. It may not be 
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we as journalists have to do: put 
ourselves in other people's skin.” 

Listening to this part of his sto- 
ry was tough, and one didn't have 
to look hard to see the audience 
reacting to his words, as they came 
to see the pain he and other re- 
porters go through while covering 
stories of crime and violence. 

On a lighter note, though, 
when asked about his time at 
Montevallo, Bunch talked about 
how he came to know The Ala- 
bamian staff and his ATO brothers 
as a family. 

“There was a sense of cama- 
raderie that I never got from my 
own family and I think that you 
get that from a shared sense of 
purpose,” said Bunch. 

Remembering his beginnings 
on campus, Bunch recognized 
how poor he was, simply stating, 
“T was a country boy from a small 
town.” 

“I was keeping it a big secret 
that I was basically a homeless kid. 
I didn’t go home in the summer 
because I had scholarship money 
that would pay for classes and let 
me live on campus since I had 
nowhere to go, Bunch elaborated. 

He added, “I found out 
later that there were people who 
knew that. I would get invited 
to a sorority formal and guys on 
the fraternity hall would start 
buying new clothes for me to wear 
because I couldn’ afford a suit or 
nice shirt.” 

The kindness of his peers 
moved him and has since caused 
him to value his time at Monteval- 
lo even more. 

“Montevallo is the place with 
fertile soil for growing into the 
person you want to be,” said 


Bunch. 


September anymore, but go ahead, jam out. 
We won't tell anyone. 


“It’s Gonna Be Okay” - The Piano Guys 

We all need to hear those words 
sometimes, and what better way to hear 
them then sung and accompanied bya 
talented pianist and celloist? 


“Rhinestone Melodies” - 


“Would You Be So Kind?” - Dodie Clark 

Nothing is more of a mood booster than 
the feeling of falling in love. That and a nice 
ukulele instrumental. Luckily this song has 


THE WAY OF THE WEST by LAURA DEROCHER 


tee hw 2 aint 
frightened, frightened 


SomeKindaWonderful 

A unique (but not unwelcome) mix 
between modern pop-punk and 60s doo- 
wop, the lyrics to this track are a reminder 
that even if you can’t afford to indulge in 
datomilal-len sal lere mem nc e eMe) C elem at NVC) 
love. After all, “love’s the only currency.” 
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Horoscopes 


By KAITLYN SHEHEE 





Aries @ Delphinium can 
represent no other than 
Aries. This flower symboliz- 
es big hearts and levity. 
You find yourself holding 
others’ secrets and being a 
perch for them to lean on. 
Perhaps it’s time to throw 
away your responsibilities 
for a few hours. 


Taurus & Ranunculus is 
the symbol of radiant 
charm. Your pull can move 
mountains. The sun rises 
and sets with you. Just 
make sure you're being 
considerate of those in 
your path. 


Gemini © Queen Anne's 
Lace is a complex flower 
associated with delicate- 
ness and sanctuaries. You, 
like the flower, need more 
understanding from those 
around you to see your 
true potential. 


Cancer & Bird of Para- 
dise symbolizes joy and 
wonderful anticipation. Too 
often you find yourself 
wanting to blend in and let 
others take the spotlight, 
but you are magnificent in 
your own right. 


Leo King Protea isa 
daring and courageous 
flower that symbolizes 
change. You have never 
shied from the contempo- 
rary things in life, but even 
the most daring need a 
little push every once in 

a while. 


Virgo & White Heather 
Lavender goes to you, 


sweet Virgo. It is an indica- 
tion that wishes will come 
true, and your season was 
not easy on you. Let your- 
self grow and heal now, 
and know you are 
protected. 


Libra & Larkspur is 
lightness, but fickleness as 
well. You can sip cham- 
pagne until it goes to your 
head, but remember not to 
make yourself the gig- 

gling fool. 


Scorpio iA Snapdrag- 
on symbolizes grace and 
strength, but also warns of 
presumption. Do not let the 
beauty of something keep 
you from pausing and 
seeing it in its entirety. 


Sagittarius [The 
Aster flower is patience and 
a love of variety. Find little 
things to switch up in your 
schedule. As the season 
changes, so do you. You 
cannot remain stagnant 
any longer. 


Capricorn & Alstro- 
emeria symbolizes wealth, 
prosperity and fortune. 
Wealth is not only material, 
but is through our friend- 
ships and connections we 
make as well. Remem- 

ber that. 


Aquarius & Heather 
Lavender is a symbol of 
beauty and solitude. Take 
time to be alone and face 
yourself for once. In our 
reflections, we find absolu- 
tion. 


Pisces [5 Gladiolus 
sounds like gladiator, and 
you certainly are one, even 
if you need some convinc- 
ing to realize it. Your 
faithfulness and honor are 
symbolized by this flower. 
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both! If you have a crush on someone then 


you can enjoy relating to the sugary lyrics, 
and, if not, maybe you can let yourself 


pretend. 


“Hot Air Balloon” - Owl City 
Owl City has a real knack for writing 


uplifting songs -pun intended. The nostalgic 
KT=1 i Tatema MeSo) gym ate ke- [elem ema a leon la 
enjoyment as it lets you remember the good 
times before you had two assignments due 
and a test tomorrow that you haven't stud- 


Care ce) a 


“Perm” - Bruno Mars 
If this sexy, funky Bruno Mars tune can't 
put you in a good mood, I'm at a loss for 


what could. Although his entire discography 


is generally upbeat, this song in particular 
just has a way of making me laugh or smile 
on the worst of days. 
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Beringer wins over Palmer 
passengers at Life Raft Debate 


By SAVANNAH BARTON and JAMIE BROWDER 





Beringer hoists the life raft ore above his head in celebration of his victory. Photo by Katie Compton 


Imagine a nuclear catastrophe 
has occurred, and life as we know 
it has been changed for good. ‘The 
Earth is flooded, and there seems 
to be only one life raft in sight. 

A singular seat remains, and you 
and everyone else seated in Palmer 
Auditorium have been tasked with 
deciding the fate of five desperate 
individuals, all of whom are vying 
for the coveted security only that 
raft can provide. Your decision 
will determine which four will be 
left to drown, and which one will 
live to see another day. 

This is the situation students 
are left to ponder every year at 
the Life Raft Debate. Presented 
by the University of Montevallo’s 
Philosophy Club, this grim hy- 
pothetical pits professors against 
each other to determine whose 
discipline has earned them a spot. 


On Oct. 11, professors gathered 
to challenge each other once more, 
and students gathered to watch 
the display unfold. 

Included in this year’s debate 
was Dr. Scott Turner, professor 
of political science; Emily Gill, 
associate professor of theatre; Dr. 
Courtney Bentley, Dean of the 
College of Education; and Dr. 
Alex Beringer, associate professor 
of English and champion of the 
night. 

“Tm excited. You know the 
life raft event is a lot of fun, and 
it’s really thrilling to win,” said 
Beringer of his accomplishment. 

Going into the experience, 
Beringer was not most afraid of 
his competition but of the night’s 
emcee, Dr. Scott Varagona, associ- 
ate professor of mathematics. 

“He's really formidable, so I 


will have to say that I am really 
glad that he wasn’t running for 
votes this year,” said Beringer. 
However, Beringer's victory 
was nothing short of a landslide, 
winning the favor of 290 out of 
approximately 375 “passengers.” 
The first panelist was Turner, 
a former winner of the event. He 
discussed the skills gained from 
political science that would benefit 
the survivors. Using a theoretical 
approach, he quoted the likes of 
Hobbes and Rousseau, and argued 
that the purpose of his govern- 
ment on the life-raft would be, 
like Lasswell said, to determine, 
“who gets what, when and how.” 
After bewitching the raft-riders 
with his play for leadership with 
limited power, he stepped down 
to allow the next professor’s 
attempt to ride the waves with the 


raft-riders. 

Another veteran of the debate, 
Gill used her knowledge of 
wardrobe creation and theatre 
maintenance in an attempt to gain 
the final seat. Wearing her ward- 
robe utility-belt and brandishing 
scissors, she demonstrated that she 
can face any challenge that comes 
her way. 

Gill emphasized that, even 
though the survivors may be 
starving, they would be dressed 
comfortably from head to toe. 
She also promised in a soothing 
tone of voice that the wardrobe 
department would accept all as 
they were—even those who didn't 
like deodorant. 

Next came Bentley, repre- 
senting teaching and curriculum, 
who attempted to show that the 
practice of education is crucial to 





civilization and essential for the 
new world. She concluded her 
argument by calling teachers the 
“first responders of society,” with 
teaching being Bentley's super- 
power. 

In defense of art, McMillian 
claimed that she had no interest 
in being “civilized”; however, she 
pointed out that she was a sharp 
dresser and that art and its history 
were the pathway to what society 
had become. 

McMillian asked the audience 
to imagine what the world would 
be like if it weren’t for well-known 
artists like Leonardo Da Vinci 
or the brave artistic souls that 
opposed Nazism or the artists 
responding to the AIDS epidemic 
when the U.S. government ne- 
glected the voices of the suffering. 
She also stated that being an artist 
demonstrates faith in survival 
against the soaring odds. 

Beringer demonstrated how 
English could save the lives of 
the fellow students, arguing that 
the biggest threat to humanity, 
often being a common theme in 
literature, is humanity itself. He 
remarked on how the characters 
in The Walking Dead clashed 
more with other survivors and 
among themselves than against the 
zombies. 

He stated that the best solution 
toward this problem was empa- 
thy toward one another—to look 
beyond the differences and stick 
together no matter what comes at 
them. 

“You are not alone,” stated 
Beringer in his closing argument. 
He emphasized that English, 
particularly writing in storytelling, 
encourages empathy and that, 
despite our differences, empathy 
through reading and writing could 
bring everyone together on the life 
raft. 


UM’s Dahle named “Woman to Watch” 


By MADILYN VINES 


Dr. Tammi Dahle, the vice 
president for enrollment and 
student affairs at the University of 
Montevallo, was recently nominat- 
ed by the “Birmingham Business 
Journal” as one of 2018’s Women 
to Watch. 

Dahle said the award “high- 
lights and brings to the forefront 
the accomplishments of women 
and the skills that women bring 
to the workforce. We have a lot to 
offer.” She spoke about her nom- 
ination being “both a milestone 
and a stepping stone.” 

“No one gets where they are 
alone; it takes a team,” said Dahle 
who used this as an opportunity to 
reflect on her over 19 years spent 
at the University of Montevallo 
and the people that helped her get 


to where she is. 
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As part of the award, Dahle 
spent time with her fellow “Wom- 
en to Watch” nominees at a leader- 
ship summit recently. 

“I would love to get to partner 
with them and get to know them 
in the future,” Dahle noted about 
the other nominees, saddened 
there was not more time together. 

Dahle spoke fondly of her time 
with the other women: “They 
come from all different back- 
grounds, industries, and skillsets 
and I love that about this. Women 
have a lot to offer regardless of the 
format or industry.” 

When asked to expand on 
what the future might hold, Dahle 
responded, “We will see what the 
future brings, but I don’ feel like 
it’s time to put a fork in me yet.” 

She looks forward to continu- 
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ing to work closely with students, 
breaking the bounds of her office 
that normally might “isolate” her 
from the student population of 
Montevallo. 

“My hope is that other women 
behind me will see this and say, 
‘Hey there is a place for me to 
become a leader and excel in what- 
ever field I chose to work in.” 

Dahle took a moment to 
acknowledge her own journey over 
the past decades, building to the 
moment of this nomination and 
what her life has taught her. 

“You cannot be afraid to fail 
or take risks. You have to learn 
that failure is an opportunity for 
growth and for learning,” she said. 
“Resilience is one of the greatest 
characteristics anyone can have be- 
cause the people who can rebound 
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from adversity are the ones who 
will succeed.” 

Dahle expanded stating, “There 
is no one who has ever made it 
to a place of leadership who has 
not at some point questioned why 
they were doing it and failed at 
some of the things they have tried. 
And you have to be willing to 
get back up and continue to try, 
continue to move forward, move 
on, and build resiliency,” stating as 
something that “not just women 
but young people have to learn.” 

When asked about the words 
“Women to Watch,” Dahle strips 
away the idea of this being a 
precursor to a closer eye on her 
professional steps to come. 

“It’s more personal,” she said. 
“I would hope it means that I can 
lead my life and act in a way and 
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behave in a way and work in a way 
that other young men and women 
might learn from me.” 

Dahle did not speak on win- 
ning the award itself, only wanting 
to continue to mentor students 
and build herself professionally in 
the future. 

“T feel like we are just getting 
started here,” Dahle said. “We will 
see where the future leads.” 

Dahle learned a long time ago 
that pausing or regretting had no 
room in her life. 

“Time is going to move on 
even if you choose not to seize 
your moments,” she stated. “So, 
you might as well make the most 
of every single day, because it is 
going to move forward without 


dD 


you. 





Viewpoints 


Review: “Stop, Kiss” 








By KATY BARNES 


The University of Montevallo 
Theatre Department began their 
theater season on Oct. 4 with 
“Stop, Kiss.” Written by Diana 
Son, the story focuses on the 
budding relationship of two 
women in New York and an attack 
that leaves one of them comatose. 

‘The play focuses mainly on 
the character of Callie, played in 
UM's production by theater major 
Marlena Elliot. A New Yorker at 
heart, Callie has lived in the city 
for 11 years, working as a trafhic 
reporter. She’s content with her 
life, and when “a friend of an old 
friend of someone she used to be 
friends with” asks Callie to foster 
her cat, she finds that she can't say 
no. 

Enter Sarah — a Saint Louis 
native with dreams of moving to 
New York to teach in the Bronx, 
played by theater major Emily 
Perry. The two immediately hit it 
off and begin to talk about their 
lives and their aspirations, or 
lack thereof. The scene ends with 
Callie promising that Sarah can 
come to visit anytime and their 
relationship is formed. 

Immediately after that scene 
the set is cleared save for one 
table in the center of the stage. 


Then the lights come up and the 
mood has changed. Callie is being 
interrogated by Detective Cole, 
played by Brandon Bishop, about 
an attack that left Sarah in a coma. 
He alludes to Sarah being Callie’s 
girlfriend and Callie is on the 
defensive, claiming that Sarah is 
just her friend and that they were 
attacked at random. 

The play goes back and forth 
after this, one scene happening 
before the attack and the next 
happening after, culminating in 
the final scene of Callie kissing 
Sarah, leaving the audience with 
the necessary clues to deduce what 
happened next. 

As “Stop, Kiss” is told in a 
nonlinear fashion, many times 
the show required a certain speed 
to some scenes. Actors had to go 
from jovial to tortured in a flash, 
sets had to go between Callie’s 
living room to the hospital and 
back again quicker than you could 
blink. In many cases, shows with 
such limited space and cast can 
get caught up in the speed of 
a production, but this cast was 
impeccable. Also acting as the 
set crew, the seven-student cast 
worked fluidly with one another 
to set up scenes and to continue 


the flow of the show even through 
the semi-blackouts. 

The minimalistic set design 
by UM Professor Kel Laeger 
also added to the versatility of 
the stage, allowing the simplistic 
set composed of a handful of 
one-sided blocks to change 
seamlessly from one environment 
to another. Each set change was 
also accompanied by a projected 
picture on the wall as well to show 
the audience where they would be 
going next. It was an innovative 
way to mix the traditional idea 
of a set and the limitations of the 
Chichester Black Box. 

“Stop, Kiss” was a powerful 
production filled with varied 
emotions from the cast. Most 
notably was Marlena Elliot as 
Callie, who went from sobbing 
wildly while telling her story to 
Detective Cole to laughing with 
Emily back on her couch in the 
past in a matter of seconds. 

Also notable was freshman 
Lucas Younts playing the role 
of Peter, Sarah's ex-boyfriend. 
While not a main character in the 
production, the few scenes Younts 
appeared in were captivating and 
you could really feel how deep his 
character’s love for her was. 
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a bittersweet experience 





Native New Yorker Callie was portrayed by theatre major Marlena Elliot. 


Photo by Katie Compton 


There was not a dry eye left in 
the house as the cast took their 
bows, and as I was leaving it was 
hard not to overhear the number 
of students who seemed to 
appreciate the deeper meaning of 
the show. Even though the show 
was written in 1998, many of the 
anti-LGBTQ issues that Callie 


and Sarah face are still prevalent in 


Revisiting childhood TV favorites 


By CALEB JONES, Assistant managing editor 


When reminiscing about 
things that made childhood so 
fun, one thing readily comes to 
mind: cartoons. As a child, it 
didn't take much to pique my 
interest when it came to TV. Sit 
me in front of anything with 
cool anime fight scenes, magic or 
singalong songs, and I was good 
to go. As long as it was visually or 
aurally pleasing, I could dig it. 

‘That being said, I think we've 
all had moments where as a teen 
or adult we revisit old childhood 
TV shows purely for nostalgic 
reasons and realize that our tastes 
have greatly changed, and that the 
shows we used to like are, quite 
frankly, a steaming pile of trash. 
Then again, there are some old 
favorites we re-watch and realize 
they're even better now than they 
were when we were children! Here 
are a few cartoons/movies that 
either soured over time or aged 
like fine wine. 

Let’s start with Disney's 
“Pocahontas.” Back in the day, it 
didn’t seem too bad. I was fan of 
Disney princess movies (and still 
am); Meeko the thieving racoon 
was cute and “Colors of the 
Wind” was a certified banger. 

But watching Pocahontas 
now...where do I even begin? 
Let’s start with the fact that 
Disney thought it would be cool 


to make a movie about a Native 
American girl falling in love with 
someone who came to colonize her 
peoples’ land. Definitely wack. The 
blatant lies and misrepresentations 
of history portrayed in the Disney 
movie honestly disgust me when I 
try to watch the movie now. 

Pocahontas (whose real name 
was Matoaka) had a very sad 
story. She was only about 10 or 
11 when she met John Smith. 
Most accounts say that there was 
definitely no love there, unlike 
Disney would have you believe. If 
youre interested in learning more 
about Matoaka, I advise you to 
research her. I’m of the opinion 
that a historically accurate movie 
about her would have been far 
more interesting to watch. 

Next, we have a show that 
definitely got better with age, 
and will forever in my opinion 
be the best cartoon of all time: 
“Avatar: The Last Airbender” ( the 
beloved Nickelodeon animated 
TV show, not to be confused with 
the accursed M. Night Shyamalan 
live-action farce). I was about four 
or five when it first came out, and 
my parents, sisters and I would all 
watch the new episodes together. 

Back when I was young, I 
of course only cared about the 
thrilling bending fight scenes. I 


mean, what’s cooler than a sacred 


artform that uses martial arts 

to control the very elements of 
nature? The show had everything 
a kid could ask for. It was visually 
pleasing, the music was great, 
and Appa and Momo were hands 
down some of the cutest animal 
companions to ever grace my ['V 
screen; and they weren't even real 
animals! 

Watching the show now, 
though, I can appreciate it for the 
truly wonderful piece of art that 
it is. For instance, the cultural 
representation was phenomenal. 
The Four Nations (Water, Earth, 
Fire and Air) were all based on 
real cultures across the world, and 
their philosophies were based on 
real world religions and spiritual 
beliefs. What’s more, all the 
bending was modeled after actual 
martial art forms. 

But the real beauty is 
the plotline and character 
development. Whereas characters 
are relatively static in other 
cartoons, characters in “Avatar” 
had growth and went through 
their ups and downs. The 
redemption arc for Zuko was 
nothing short of masterful writing. 

Every part of the show was 
profound and taught many lessons 
that are pertinent to real life. It 
may seem cheesy to say, but I can 
say without a doubt that it has left 


a lasting impression on my life. 
I would highly recommend the 
show to anyone. 

Last, but certainly not least, 
is “Spongebob Squarepants.” At 
first, my parents were reluctant 
to let me watch it. They thought 
that Spongebob’s obnoxious ways 
might rub off on me (which was a 
perfectly rational fear). Eventually, 
they gave in and let me watch the 
show. 

What can I say about 
Spongebob? It was loud, 
obnoxious, annoying and 
hilarious. Needless to say, my 
parents soon regretted letting 
me watch it. Viewing it now, I 
have to say it’s still pretty funny! 
Considering all the memes it has 
spawned, I think it’s safe to say 
most people my age (or at least a 
good bit of them) feel the same 
way. 

“Spongebob” has a quotability 
factor that makes it extremely fun. 
From “Ne moy hoy minoy” to 
“25” to “ Are you feeling it now?” 
there are so many jokes from 
“Spongebob” that have stood the 
test of time. It is without a doubt 
an era defining cartoon. Will it 
continue to stay relevant? Aye, 
captain. I believe it will. 


What every student needs to know 
about Disability Support Services 


By HARRISON NEVILLE 


When I first began working 
on this article, I assumed that it 
would be an angry editorial, a 
fire and brimstone piece reigning 
judgement down upon a hap- 
less university that had failed to 
administer to the potential needs 
of its students. After I contacted 
Deborah Braswell, the director of 
disability support services, I found 
my opinions changed (as well as 
the entire basis for my article). 

I learned, much to my chagrin, 
that every complaint that I could 
voice had a reasonable solution 
and the only real problem is that 
not enough people know about 
the services available to them, so I 
will now do my best to make all of 
our readers aware. 

Recently, a classmate of mine 
received an injury that put her on 
crutches, which inspired me to 
write this article. This classmate is 
living in Tutwiler Hall, a residence 
hall without an elevator. She lives 


in a room that isn’t on the first 
floor. 

I brought these concerns up 
to Braswell and she informed me 
that Disability Support Services 
does its best to help students that 
have injured themselves that will 
temporarily disable them. 

“If a student is temporarily on 
crutches or in a wheelchair, we can 
temporarily move that student to a 
first-floor room,” said Braswell. 

Okay, that’s great, but why not 
just put an elevator in Tutwiler 
Hall? Unfortunately, it’s not that 
easy. 

“If I could put an elevator in 
every residence hall on campus, 
then I would,” said Braswell. 

The problem, she explained 
to me, is an issue of money. The 
elevator shaft in Tutwiler is too 
small for a regulation elevator that 
would fit a wheelchair, so it would 
have to be widened before an 
actual elevator could be installed. 


What’s more, installing an elevator 
is by no means an inexpensive 
endeavor. 

The University is currently 
planning to install a new eleva- 
tor in Napier Hall and the most 
recent estimate on that project is 
about $1 million. The price origi- 
nally was expected to be less until 
they discovered that they would 
have to do some extensive rewiring 
to accommodate the new addition 
to the building. 

“This situation] is common 
for small universities with older 
buildings,” Braswell informed me. 

It’s a matter of balancing 
affordability and accessibility. 
Braswell told me that “a bigger 
school with more money,” may be 
able to do more regarding putting 
elevators in every building. 

UM is a small, affordable liber- 
al arts school. Most of its students 
were motivated to choose UM for 
one or more of those reasons and 


would not want that to change. 
UM could charge more money for 
tuition and thereby increase their 
ability to install things like new 
elevators, but then many students, 
myself included, might no longer 
be able to afford to attend the 
University. 

While UM may not have the 
wealth of some larger universities, 
Braswell is still pleased with the 
progress the University has made 
in improving accessibility for its 
students. 

Disability Support Services is 
here for all students, no matter 
how long you will be disabled. All 
you have to do is ask. 

“It’s common for us to later 
hear about students who have 
gone two weeks struggling to 
climb up the stairs on crutches to 
their rooms when we would have 
helped them,” said Braswell “but 
they have to tell us.” 


society today. 

Through excellent direction, 
incredible technical design and 
an amazing cast, “Stop, Kiss” 
succeeded at telling a bittersweet 
love story that takes the audience 
through a flurry of emotions and 
ultimately leaves them feeling 
bittersweet. 





Che 


Alabamian 





Farmer Hall, 

Behind Post Office 
Station 6222 
Montevallo, AL 35115 


alabamian@montevallo.edu 


Editor-in-chief 


Jamie Haas 


Managing editor of 
content 


Waid Jones 


Layout editor 
Audrey Mecke 


Photography editor 
Katie Compton 


Copy editor 
Donovan Cleckley 


Assistant managing 
editor 


Caleb Jones 


Contributing writers 
Katy Barnes 


Savannah Barton 
Jasmine Baxter 
Jonathan Brewer 
Jamie Browder 
Laura DeRocher 
Emily Mitchell 
Harrison Neville 
Madilyn Vines 
Tori Wright 


Contributing 
photographers 


Tori Wright 


Graphics 
Audrey Mecke 


Adviser 
Tiffany Bunt 


News 





Page 3 








Connecting with the past: Alabamians 


introduced to Native American traditions 


By TORI WRIGHT 





Dancers wearing traditional garb pertorm a grass style powwow dance. Hand-crafted arrowheads were on display and available for purchase at the event. Photos by Tori Wright 


Aldridge Gardens in Hoover 
whisked attendees away to the past 
with their annual Native American 
event Whispers from the Past, 
which brings in more than 15,000 
people each year. 

This year Whispers from the 
Past took place on Sunday, Oct. 7. 
The focus of the event is to expose 
families and friends to the culture, 
traditions and lives of the past 
and present day Native American 
tribes. 

Throughout the day, the 
garden offered hands-on activities, 
such as loom beading, gourd 
decorating and Cherokee leaf 
pounding. Bead weaving has been 
practiced by the Ojibwa tribe for 


many years. 


In loom beading, you have a 
wood structure with six strings 
attached down the middle. You 
then string seven beads through 
a needle placing them between 
the six strings, taking the needle 
through the beads carefully under 
the strings. Eventually, you create 
a beautiful pattern which can be 
worn as a bracelet. 

In Cherokee leaf pounding you 
choose any type of leaf and lay it 
on a piece fabric, taping it down 
completely. Then, using a rock 
you pound across the leaf until it 
bleeds through to the other side. 

Surrounding these activities 
were vendors where people 
could purchase authentic Native 
American food, jewelry, beadwork 


and other crafts. The items 
ranged from colorful handmade 
dreamcatchers to delicious fried 
bread sprinkled with powdered 
sugar. 

The highlight of the event 
was the unique Native American 
powwow dancers. 

Native American powwow 
dancing is believed to have 
originated from the war dances of 
the Ponca tribe and other southern 
plains tribes. Powwows are 
ways for various tribes to gather 
together and share songs and 
culture. Each dancer is dressed in 
a variety of colored headdresses, 
feathers and dresses to honor their 
tribes. 


A very important part of 
powwow dancing is the powwow 
singers, because there wouldn't 
be dancing without them. Often, 
songs are sung in vocables, no 
words so all tribes could join 
powwows. 

During the dance, performers 
formed a circle while dancing, 
which represents the cycle of life. 
They moved in a clockwise motion 
to follow the direction of the sun. 

Throughout the event, the 
powwow dancers performed 
different dance styles like 
traditional, grass and fancy. In the 
traditional dance, dancers wore 
long eagle feathers attached to 
their waist. The grass dance was 
graceful to mimic the flowing of 


prairie grass. Dancers wore strands 
of yarn or ribbons that hung from 
their arms, waist and legs. Also, 

in competitions dancers must do 
the same movement on both sides 
or they lose points. The Fancy 
style dancing was the most active 
and athletic dance. Dancers wore 
colored regalia (a tassel dress) and 
had bustles (eagle wings) behind 
their backs. Singers occasionally 
attempted to trick the dancer by 
adding an unexpected last beat. 


UM mascot makes 


By JAMIE BROWDER 


Freddie the Falcon flew into 
the college Barnes and Noble on 
Thursday, Oct.11, to promote his 
new book “Soar with Freddie!: A 
Journey Through the University 
of Montevallo.” Although it is 
a children’s book, Kira Thomas 
and others at University Relations 
believe the book will have a large 
impact on students and alumni as 
well. 

“It’s a fun memento to share 
with fellow alumni and friends,” 
said Thomas, Director of Univer- 
sity Relations, “the hope is that 
for alumni, their children or their 
grandchildren, this will kind of 
bring them back to the University 
where the memories are.” 

The book features an animated 
rendering of Freddie the Falcon 
that takes the reader through a 
series of popular locations on cam- 
pus, explaining their importance 
while also sprinkling in various 
“Falcon Facts.” 

“The campus was designed 
by the Olmsted Brothers, who 
also designed New York’s Central 
Park and the grounds around the 
Biltmore House in North Caro- 
lina. The main part of campus is 
now a registered National Historic 
District,” stated one of the many 
Falcon Facts. 

As the narrative continues, 
the reader can learn more about 
the history of Montevallo, such 
as why certain things have their 
names and why certain events take 
place through Freddie’s on-campus 
explorations. Popular events such 
as College Night, Founder’s Day 
and the Life Raft Debate were all 
covered. 

“The University of Monteval- 
lo is a small but beautiful place 
beloved by students and alumni 
alike. We are the true ‘Heart of 
Alabama -having historic claim to 
the center of the state of Alabama. 
We aren't far from Birmingham, 
and with such a beautiful campus 
I can see why people love it here,” 
said Freddie in an excerpt from 
“Soar with Freddie.” 

The book was written by 
Joel Altman, who is a graduate 


from the University of Ohio. His 


parents-in-law are alumni. He 
began the book by thanking them 
for giving him the idea to base a 
book around their “beloved” alma 
mater. He also thanked various 
people who helped him research 
the school’s history. 

“Freddie is the embodiment 
of the Montevallo athletic spirit 
and University spirit, and our goal 
through this children’s book was 
to be more relatable and more fun 
to get younger kids involved with 
the University,” said Wesley Hall- 
man, Sports Information Director. 

Freddie can be found enjoy- 
ing UM's basketball and baseball 
programs. The book highlights the 
Robert M. McChesney Student 
Activity Center and the Trustmark 
Atenia. 

The decision to make and 
promote a children’s book for 
Montevallo came largely from 
wanting to engage young people 
in the community and around 
alumni to love Montevallo, Hall- 
man expressed. 

The colleges of business, arts 
and sciences, education, and fine 
arts are also all depicted in Fred- 
die’s journey through UM. 

“T think it helps build aware- 
ness about the University to a 
young demographic. Their first 
experience is probably going to 
come through this book,” said 
Hallman. 

Students that appeared at the 
event to promote the book showed 
their support for the publication 
as well. 

“T think it’s a big move for us 
to give everybody an inside look to 
the University. It’s pretty cool. It’s 
Important for alumni to be able to 
go back and see their university,” 
said student Keisy Trinidad. 

“Soar with Freddie” can 
currently be exclusively purchased 
from the Barnes and Noble on 
Main Street, and those at Univer- 
sity Relations and Athletics hope 
to see the book reach other carriers 
for greater availability to more 
audiences. 


novel debut 






FALC Y 


A 


Montevallo & Art tore 

Feathg = Drating «= Photography 
Boek eli Scrac® Panic ANG 
Wickes = Kad FON Heat 











CUSTOM FRAMING SHOP 


WE OF FER YOU; 
~ STUDENT DISCOUNTS 
KITS FOR DRAWING 1 & 
a-D DESIGN 
~ STUDENT ACCOUNTS ~varnrnens 


CAN SET UP AN ACCOUNT FOR YOU & BE DALED RONTILY 
FOR YOUR PURCHASES 


~ FAST & CHEAP MATTING ~ 


FOR YOUR FOUNDATION & CONCENTRATION REVIESS 


UM ALUM OWNED & 
OPERATED 


625 MAN ST MONTIVALLO 
ACRISS FROM S- AGAVE 


SAN TO SPM MOM ~ PRL 205-665-2257 
WAN TO 3PM SATURDAY FALCONART SUPPLY, COM 














Lifestyles 


Page 4 








Professors work toward community change 


By JASMINE BAXTER 


Drs. Ford (left) and Hardig (right) drew heavily 
bringing the SDCP to lite. Photos courtesy of University Relations 


In today’s cultural climate it’s 
not uncommon for discussions 
about community issues to 
become polarized. Quite often, 
people get trapped in a negative, 
accusatory discourse that, at this 
point, is almost overly familiar. 
For this reason, nonprofits like 
the Kettering Foundation and the 
David Mathews Center for Civic 
Life have created communication 
models that teach people how 
to come together and talk 
productively. 

By channeling these 
organizations, as well as their 
own research, education 
and experience, two UM 
Communication Studies 
professors, Dr. Sherry Ford 
and Dr. Sally Bennett Hardig, 
developed their own nonpartisan 
initiative for community 





engagement: The Southern 
Dialogue and Collaboration 
Project (SDCP). 

Together, they are taking this 
moment not only to provide 
communities with tools to 
cultivate deliberative, solution- 
oriented styles of communicating, 
but to help people manage conflict 
and overcome the barriers that 
stifle the voice democracy is meant 
to allow. 

Their commitment to 
collaboration is prevalent, 
particularly in the name of their 
organization. 

“Each word is purposeful,” 
Hardig said as she began to explain 
the first part of their title. “We 
work with the David Mathews 
Center for Civic Life, and they are 
limited to servicing the state of 
Alabama. By saying “Southern, we 


upon their backgrounds in communications when first 





felt it would broaden our context 
and availability.” 

Next, the order of the 
following words, “dialogue” and 
“collaboration,” was critical. 

“You cannot have collaboration 
if you are not engaged in dialogue. 
The idea that dialogue proceeds 
collaboration was very important 
for us to make clear,” Ford 
claimed. To her, collaboration also 
encapsulates the value they have 
for a “democratic approach to 
decision-making.” 

Both words allowed them to go 
beyond the focus on deliberative 
communication and into other 
approaches, like teaching people 
to problem-solve through humane 
conversations that center the 
search for common ground. 

They're able to accomplish 
such goals with a simultaneous 


mobility and flexibility, as implied 
by the final word, “project.” They 
knew the SDCP was going to 
evolve as they evolved and as the 
community evolved. 

Fundamentally, people need 
all those features—availability, 
togetherness and dialogue—to 
be able to generate solutions that 
benefit everyone, but most of 
all, they need time to develop 
what Ford calls a “well-educated, 
well-reasoned, useful voice.” These 
concepts and processes can all be 
taught from a Communication 
Studies vantage point. 

“It’s important to take the skills 
that we learn in our discipline to 
people to help them find their 
voice,” Hardig said. “We want to 
teach people how to think about 
and talk about very deep and very 
complex issues.” 

Altogether, the SDCP 
functions as a form of 
“preventative medicine.” In 
other words, encouraging people 
to talk to each other helps 
build relationships, and those 
relationships help people navigate 
intracommunity challenges. 

“You dont have to get to crisis- 
mode to have a dialogue. If we are 
having dialogues along the way 
about topics that are important to 
our community, then we can avoid 
a blow-up,” Hardig said. “You 
know each other, you're talking to 
each other, and you see each other 
as partners in a community. That 
doesn't mean you have to be best 
friends, but you share a common 
goal and that’s the betterment of 


Original opera composed by Alabama 


native, Montevallo professor 


By JONATHAN BREWER 


After previously honoring 
Tuscaloosa tornado victims of 
2011, Dr. Joseph “Jody” Landers 
has written a new musical com- 
position honoring the entire state 
of Alabama -- one lasting over 2 
hours. 

Landers has completed an 
original full-length opera as a 
contribution to the Alabama 
bicentennial, a celebration of the 
state's 200th birthday. An Ala- 
bama native, Landers has been a 
music professor at the University 
of Montevallo for 16 years. 

The professor saw the chance 
to compose the piece as a great 
opportunity, speaking about how 
it was one of his first compositions 
of its kind. “I’ve written a lot of 
orchestral music, and I’ve written 
a lot of vocal music, but putting 
those two together is a very tricky 
thing for a composer to do,” said 
Landers. 

His first work combining 


the two genres was “Sinfonia da 
Requiem.” The piece honored 
the victims of the 2011 Tusca- 
loosa tornadoes and was one he 
was commissioned to make as an 
Alabama composer. Landers said 
this piece sparked his creativity 
and eventually led to the pitching 
of his idea. 

“T could’ve written an abstract 
piece, but it wouldn't have had as 
much significance as an opera,” 
Landers said. “It was really my 
desire to explore my roots as an 
Alabama artist.” 

The composition, “Let Us Now 
Praise Famous Men,” is an oper- 
atic adaptation of the book of the 
same name by James Agee. The 
novel, first published in 1941, tells 
stories of three Alabama farmers 
and their families during the Great 
Depression. To create a narrative, 
Landers’ opera borrows events 
from the three and puts them pre- 
dominantly under a single family. 


Selecting which piece to 
adapt was a “huge challenge” for 
Landers. 

“The thing that struck me 
about Agee’s book was that it was 
about these people that really were 
under great challenges and had 
such a difficult existence, but they 
transcended that challenge,” he 
said. “There was something about 
their character that allowed them 
to do that, and I thought that was 
the thing to celebrate.” 

The writing process was also 
difficult for Landers, but he 
worked to complete it by breaking 
it up into segments. 

“I was feeling like ‘I will never 
finish this’ and could not imagine 
it being done, and one day I went 
into my office and saw there was 
nothing on my desk,” said Land- 
ers. “I had finished it and didn’t 
even realize I finished it.” 

Landers workshopped the 


opera to test how the music 


Bargain hunting for broke 


By HARRISON NEVILLE 


I was a cheapskate long before 
it was necessary for me to be one. 
I’m the type of person who goes 
out with friends, buys the smallest 
and cheapest item on the menu, 
eats peanut butter crackers in the 
restaurant and then mooches off 
his friend’s leftovers when they are 
incapable of finishing their order. 

So, after years of training, I 
am ready to share my secrets with 
my fellow impoverished college 
students to assist them in saving 
their funds. 

Now, one of the first things 
I want to know when making 
a purchase is how much am | 
getting for my money. Say you 
see a bag chips for $2; that seems 
like a pretty good deal so you pick 
them up. But unbeknownst to 
you, those chips are actually more 
expensive than the other bag that 
you saw for $2.50. 


To really understand just how 
much a food item is costing you, 
you need to know the price per 
ounce. Some places like Wal-Mart 
will tell you the price per ounce 
along with the regular price, but 
other stores like our local Lucky’s 
Supermarket will not. 

To find the price per ounce, 
just use the calculator on your 
phone to divide the cost of the 
food by the listed ounces, which 
can be found on the outside of 
the package. This lets you know 
how much you are actually paying 
per the amount of food you are 
getting. Basically, if those $2 True 
Veggie chips are $0.25 and the 
$2.50 Absolutely True Veggie 
chips are $0.16, then even though 
the Absolutely True Veggie chips 
seem more expensive you are pay- 
ing less for a larger amount than 
if you bought the $2 True Veggie 
chips. 


Of course, you also want to 
make sure you get your money’s 
worth out of whatever you buy. 
Say you decide to buy a cheap pair 
of earbuds and they break within 
a month so you have to buy new 
ones. In the long run, it would 
have been less expensive if you had 
just bought a slightly nicer pair of 
earbuds that would last longer. 

Here are a few more specific 
deals for everyone: 

The Happy Dollar on Main 
Street is an excellent bargain store 
and sells inexpensive school sup- 
plies, including thirty cent folders. 

Lucky’s Supermarket has an en- 
tire section devoted to items cost- 
ing $1. These include composition 
books, chips, cookies, writing 
utensils, hand soap, medicine, and 
more. Outside of Lucky’s there are 
vending machines selling drinks 


for only fifty cents. 


would sound when performed 
live with Dr. Melanie Williams, a 
UM music professor, portraying 
the character of Rachel in these 
workshops. Her performance of a 
song at the end of the opera was 
said by Landers to be one of his 
favorite moments in the creation 
of the opera. 

Williams hopes the piece 
would connect well with audienc- 
es. “I think that both the story and 
the music will be relevant to many 
Alabamians because it involves 
people that are like many of our 
ancestors not many generations 
removed,” she said. 

Christian Smith, a former 
student of Landers, was quick to 
speak about how the professor 
had left an impression on him and 
about how he was excited to hear 
Landers’ recent composition. 

“In his class, I learned that 
the only way to succeed in life is 


through hard work, asking ques- 


If you can leave town, then you 
could go to Wal-Mart. Avoid the 
big-name brands if you want to 
save money, and try the Great Val- 
ue foods. If you like vanilla creme 
cookies, then the Great Value 
cookies are good and will only cost 
you $1.72. 

If you want candy then the 
best time to buy is always after a 
holiday. The greatest candy holi- 
day of all, Halloween, is coming 
up soon and the following day all 
the stores always put their leftover 
candy on sale. 

If you go to a fast food joint 
then I recommend just buying the 
entrée. It saves a lot of money; you 
can supplement the drink and side 
with the snacks you already have. 

Speaking of snacks, if you 
really want to save your money, 
skip the fast food and go grocery 
shopping. A bag of bagels from 


Lucky’s is a lot more cost effec- 


the community.” 

“Having those elements in 
place, like a level of trust or at least 
some appearance of knowledge of 
each other, can help when those 
crises occur. It becomes more 
difficult to ‘other’ people,” Ford 
added. 

The SDCP has already 
been active in moderating 
and facilitating deliberative 
community forums in Montevallo, 
such as those for the Non- 
Discrimination Ordinance 
(NDO) that passed earlier this 
year. Currently, the organization 
is working on another series of 
forums in collaboration with 
the David Mathews Center 
titled “From Cradle to Career,” 
where they will consider how 
the community can enhance its 
educational experiences. 

“There's just a lot of potential, 
and it’s exciting for the University, 
and for our students, and for 
us as professionals,” Hardig 
commented. “I’m excited about 
the future and working with Dr. 
Ford because we recognize our 
strengths and our weaknesses, 
and we can carry, amplify and 
complement each other in this 
process so that it’s better for 
everyone.” 

Be on the lookout for a brand- 
new deliberative communication 
class in Spring 2019, soon 
to be followed by a peace 
communication minor in Fall 
2020, 


tions and passion for your career,” 
Smith said. “He is an amazing 
composer, and he cares not only 
for music, but for those who want 
to become musicians as well.” 

The opera will debut in Octo- 
ber 2019 and will be broadcast on 
Alabama Public Television. Land- 
ers hopes it will bring the audience 
similar feelings to what he felt 
when he first read Agee’s book. 

“I hope people that see it 
would somehow recognize that 
quality of the characters in the 
book that I thought was unique 
to Alabama, and that it would 
connect with them as citizens of 
Alabama,” Landers said. “I hope 
it's going to be something people 
resonate with and will find pow- 
erful.” 


college kids 


tive than paying $2 for a bagel at 
Einstein Bros. Bagels. 

That being said, sometimes you 
really need the convenience of fast 
food (which is what youre really 
paying for anyways) and $2 for 
breakfast isn't a bad price. If you 
need a snack for game night, it’s 
also hard to beat a cup of queso 
and chips at Moe’s for around $3. 

The one place that I must list 
as being a terrible place to find a 
good bargain is Walgreens. There 
are items for sale there that you 
can buy for $10 less at Walmart. 
If you are trying to save money, 
then that’s really the last place you 
should look. 

The bottom line is this: Do 
your best to find sales when you 
can, don't make unnecessary pur- 
chases, and always remember to 
do your best to get your money's 
worth. 
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App Spotlight: 
Plant Nanny 


By EMILY MITCHELL 


Have you ever heard of an app 
called “Plant Nanny”? Sounds 
ridiculous, right? Well, this app 
is actually really cool. Its aim is 
to help users drink more water 
throughout their day. 

It gives little notifications 
throughout the user’s day, such as 
a reminder that reads “Your plant 
is thirsty! Give it and yourself 
a cup of water!” When the user 
drinks water, the user logs it in 
the app by watering a plant of the 
user's choice. Slowly, as the user 
waters themselves and their plant, 
the plant grows from a baby to 
an adult where the user can then 
plant it in their garden “outside.” 

It’s a unique little app that I 
find very helpful. I had a water 
tracking app before, but it was 
very bland and not fun or cute at 
all. Then, one day, I saw this app 
being advertised on Instagram. | 
thought it was cute and entertain- 
ing, so | downloaded it. 

It had so many neat plants to 
pick from --everything from bam- 
boo and clover plants to snowbush 
and morning host -- but I finally 
decided on a devil’s ivy plant. I 
even got to name that sucker and 
everything. I named my plant 
Crowley as a funny little reference 
because a demon from the well- 
known TV show “Supernatural” 
is named Crowley and it was a 
“devil’s” ivy plant. 

As I drank more and more 
water, my little devil’s ivy leveled 
up until it was an adult. I got to 


plant it in my “yard,” and now it 


gives me seeds the app uses as its 
coins. It took me about ten days 
to complete its growth and 863 
ounces of water. I chose a dande- 
lion plant next, which I named 
Pidge after another TV show char- 
acter. It took me about another 
ten days and 784 ounces of water 
to complete its growth. I now have 
a cactus plant named Kitty. She’s 
at level four and should be almost 
ready to go into my garden soon. 

If the user doesn't log their 
water intake, then the plants get 
sick. However, you just have to 
drink more water and log in to 
help them feel better. The thing is, 
if you aren't drinking and logging 
enough water, your plant will die. 
And they're so cute! I mean, you 
named your plant and everything. 
It would be devastating if your 
plant died on you. Thankfully, I 
haven't had that happen to me yet. 

All in all, I would definitely 
recommend this app to anyone 
who feels like they aren't drinking 
enough water because I went from 
drinking one or two bottles of 
water (approximately 32 ounces) a 
day to drinking roughly 100 ounc- 
es of water a day. Not to sound 
basic, but my skin is clear and 
healthy, and my life is all-around 
improved with this app. 

Not only do I get to see the 
cute, smiling faces of my plants 
every day, but I also get to live a 
healthier, happier life. I would 
highly recommend this app. 





Satire: A Campus 
Catspiracy 


By HARRISON NEVILLE 





In my brief time at Montevallo 
there are some questions that have 
begun to haunt me. 

Why does the air conditioning 
in my dorm room keep breaking, 
and where does the hot water go? 
If it was merely my room that was 
experiencing these difficulties, 
then I would assume that my 
roommate and I just drew the 
short straw when they divvied up 
the rooms, but through talking to 
others in my building I know that 
we all experience the same issues 
and that they usually happen 
around the same time. 

When I have brought these 
questions up to my fellow students 
most will join me in commiserat- 
ing the trauma of these events, but 
none of them have been willing 
to entertain the notion that these 
are more than mere coincidences, 
and so I alone must venture down 
dark paths to unveil the disturbing 
truth. 

My investigation was brief 
and to the point and through 
stellar detective work I was able to 


> 


discover that the culprits behind 
these recurring incidents were 
none other than the cats. 

From my dorm room window, 
I have often seen cats lurking 
around in the parking lot of the 
3-D design building. Now, there 
is only one logical conclusion that 
can be drawn from this informa- 
tion; the cats are 3-D printing new 
robotic bodies that they will com- 
bine with their soldiers to create 
cyborg cat warriors to enable them 
to take over the world. 

Such complicated mad science 
would no doubt require a large 
amount of hot water which 
explains those cold showers that 
I had to take. I also recall the 
man who came to repair our air 
conditioner telling us that there 
was something wrong with the 
water source and that they kept 
finding cat fur near the water tank 
(at least, I think that’s what he 
said, but I could be wrong I was 
thinking about cheese and not 
really paying attention). 

Now I know many may say 


that Iam mad. My girlfriend has 
often told me that I should stop 
worrying so much about cats 
wresting control of the planet 
away from humanity because cats 
lack thumbs. Unfortunately, I 
fear that these new bodies will be 
printed with thumbs, thus elimi- 
nating the one and only obstacle 
protecting us from complete and 
total global domination by cats. 

Sadly, it is far too late to stop 
these plans. I have no doubt that 
many key staff members at UM 
now serve the cats and would 
prevent any attempts to sabotage 
their efforts. | am almost certain 
that at least one of the editors of 
“The Alabamian” is in on it since 
he rather fervently discouraged 
my pursuit of the true cause of 
the air conditioning and hot water 
malfunctions. 

As I said, it is far too late to 
stop the conquest, so I advise all 
my readers to follow my example; 
find the nearest cat and present it 
with a job application. 


AUTUMN 


=>) Spotify PLAYLIST 


By The ALABAMIAN STAFF 


“Ho Hey” - The Lumineers 

A foot stomping classic full of love and 
promise, this is the perfect song to listen to 
while sitting alone in a café sipping a cup of 
lukewarm hot chocolate after a long day of 
class. 


“The Lighthouse’s Tale” - Nickel Creek 

A bittersweet love song told by an immov- 
able watcher. You'd think that this story 
would make a bad day worse, but the beauty 
of the song itself bleeds through its somber 
words and delivers an appreciation for the 
life that each of us has been given. 


“Woodland” - The Paper Kites 

You’re never too old for a little adventure, 
and this song wants to remind you of that. 
Play it next time you go for a walk around 
campus, and enjoy the world of possibilities 
offered to you now that it’s cool enough to 
be outside again. 


SPACE JAMS by LAURA pEROCHER 





“Layla - Unplugged Edit” - 

Eric Clapton 

In this bluesy Clapton ditty, the singer 
pleads for the love of Layla, saying “you've 
got me on my knees, begging darling 
please.” It’s truly a song for when you’re 
driving down an autumn leaf strewn road, 


thinking of the love that could be, but won't. 


“Fast Car” - Tracy Chapman 

This 1988 classic was nominated for a 
Grammy and it shows. As the song progress- 
es, its melody and Tracy Chapman’s vocals 
transport you to the passenger seat of an 
automobile, trees flashing by the window. 


“Every Rose Has its Thorn” - Poison 

You may have had a time where you 
thought someone was perfect, and real- 
ized later on that that wasn't the case. This 
acoustic tune drives home the truth that 
everyone has their faults. 


ACOUSTIC 


“Dust in the Wind” - Kansas 

A tune about the fragile nature of all 
things. Nothing is permanent, and nothing 
lasts forever. “All we are is dust in the wind.” 


“Your Song” - Elton John 

This ballad may be acoustic, but the lovely 
tone of Elton John’s voice is accompanied by 
a gorgeous string arrangement, and reminds 
us, “how wonderful life is when you're in 
the world.” The tune is definitely a love song 
that can serve dual purpose as a seasonal 
pick-me-up. 


“Crying at the Wawa” - Chris 

Gethard ft. Mal Blum 

Sometimes we get stressed, so stressed 
that we embarrass ourselves by crying in 
public. Thankfully, Chris Gethard and Mal 
Blum are here to tell us that our emotions 
are valid, and they do so to a pleasant back- 
ing of bells, guitar and kazoo. 





Submit your 
comics to 
alabamian@ 
montevallo.edu 
for a chance to 
be featured in 


our next issue! 
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The Alabamian & 
Carmichael Library present: 


GHOST W 


saturday, October 27 at 6:00 - 9:00 pm 
Tours start at Palmer Hall 





UPCOMING STUDENT PUBLICATIONS HALLOWEEN EVENTS: 


Montage presents a night filled with competition, trivia and free 
food. Participants will be able to use their horror movie knowledge 
and Kahoot skills to compete for prizes. Snacks will also be 
Halloween themed. Come on out for a spooktacular night! 


The Tower presents a scary story contest in honor of Frankenstein’s 
200th anniversary. The audience will vote on which story (or poem) is 
scariest, and the author will go home with a copy of Frankenstein! If 
you're interested in entering the contest, please email your work to 
tower@montevallo.edu. We’re DYING to see you there! 


Tag the Alabamian in pictures of you in your 


Halloween costume on Instagram or Facebook 
for a chance to be featured in the October 3lst issue! 








Tey, ae ner ee S53 





Cer -—_IJ SP 
Wes 





Adventure 
awaits at 2018 
COMS Day 


Page 3 
















Deities laid 
to rest on 
King Quad 


Page 4 






idon 


pollo, 


Le 
pny 


1m granirwisit usin anh sesamin 


: if 
q Pl ae ote 


ee ree 


2 FUnTint 





Vol. 93, No. 6 


Wednesday, October 31, 2018 


Glow Race sheds light on local non-profit 


By KATY BARNES 


UM students Lexy Sanderson, Paige Wyatt, Sally Ozment and Allison Swiney pose with Glow Race gear. 


Photo courtesy of Danielle Roberts 


‘The goal was simple — race 
against the other teams, be the 
first to put assemble the puzzle 
and uncover the secret phrase. 
Armed with a book of clues 
filled with hints on where to go, 
groups of students departed from 
UMOM ready to learn more 
about United Way’s message and 
simultaneously propel Montevallo 
to another win in United Way of 
Central Alabama's social media 
contest in the first ever Monteval- 
lo United Glow Race. 

United Way of Central 
Alabama (UWCA) is a regional 
branch of United Way World- 
wide, a nonprofit organization 
that exists to help raise funds and 
awareness for partner agencies. 
UWCA works closely with many 
Central Alabama organizations 
such as Shelby Emergency, Boys 
and Girls Club, Salvation Army 


and numerous others. 


Center for 


By COLTON CROWE 


The new Center for the Arts is 
on track to open August 2019. 

The groundbreaking for the 
estimated $25 million center was 
held this past April. 

“We have some very generous 
donors whose contributions to the 
center will change students’ lives 
and enhance their success,” said 
Dean of Fine Arts Steve Peters. 

A portion of the center's costs 
came from donors including the 
Alabama Power Foundation, Mer- 
rill Lynch & Co. and SouthWest 
Water Company. 

Peters stated the new center 
will be both transformational and 
collaborative for students across 
the University. 

“The center is designed as a 
21st century collaboratory to gen- 
erate inter-and-cross-disciplinary 
events, projects and programs,” 
said Peters. 

The construction of the new 
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The goal of the social media 
contest, however, is something a 
little different. The challenge aims 
to raise awareness of UWCA to a 
younger audience, inspiring them 
to begin thinking of things they 
can do to benefit their com- 
munity. For the past two years 
Montevallo has competed against 
universities like UAB, Samford 
and Birmingham Southern to see 
which school can generate the 
greatest success with their cam- 
paign. The idea of success is mea- 
sured via reach of the page, which 
includes likes, shares and general 
interactions with individual posts. 
For two years now, Montevallo 
has managed to win the contest 
and this year’s team hopes the 
glow race will allow their winning 
streak to continue. 

Leading the charge for the 
event was a group of four mar- 
keting majors chosen by their 


center has also sparked excitement 
among students of the theatre 
department who are eager for it to 
open. 

Olivia LeComte, 18, a first- 
year theatre major from Tuscaloo- 
sa, said she is excited for the new 
center because she hopes other 
students will fall in love with the 
theatre department like she has. 

“While I already love Reynolds, 
having a more modern performing 
space will give us more production 
opportunities,” said LeComte. 

Students are also hoping the 
center will offer a wider scale of 
learning. 

Alex Binion, 21, a third-year 
theatre major from Trussville, 
said he thinks the new center will 
provide the department with a 
well-deserved upgrade for stu- 
dents’ learning environment. 

“Its innovative design is provid- 
ing us with classrooms and new 
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professors to be in control of the 
project. These four girls were the 
minds behind Montevallo Unit- 
ed’s inaugural glow race. 

“In discussing this challenge 
with the UWCA team, the idea 
of ‘viral positivity came up. With 
this challenge being focused on so- 
cial media, we couldn't ignore the 
fact that social media tends to be a 
negative place and a place of mate- 
rialism. This brought about the 
notion that Montevallo United’s 
campaign should bring light and 
positivity to our follower’s feeds,” 
said Danielle Roberts, one of the 
four student-planners. “Not only 
are we doing this through our 
visual branding with bright colors 
and fun messaging, but we’re also 
using our social media platforms 
to shine a spotlight on philan- 
thropic students who have im- 
pacted their community through 
volunteering with UWCA 


studio spaces as well as amazing 
new spaces to perform in,” said 
Binion. 

He added, “My hope is that 
it skyrockets the department's 
successes and enhances the edu- 
cation we are receiving that much 
further.” 

Faculty members of the theatre 
department are also anticipating 
the opening of the new center. 

Assistant theatre professor 
Michael Walker said he is looking 
forward to the new center because 
it will serve as the theatre depart- 
ment’s new home. 

“We've always had to share 
this space, so we're finally going to 
have somewhere where it’s just us,” 
said Walker. 

Walker also said the center will 
allow the department to produce 
plays where they can utilize a fly 
system and a trap door, which they 
were unable to do in the 160-seat- 


partner agencies.” 

“Giving back is easier than 
people think and even the small- 
est thing can help,” said Erica 
Roberts, president of UWCA. 

She mentioned how they plan on 
expanding Montevallo United on 
campus into a larger organization 
in the coming semesters, but in 
the mean time she encouraged 
students to get involved in other 
ways. 

One such way students can en- 
gage with United Way is through 
volunteer opportunities with 
partnered organizations. Providing 
monetary donations to United 
Way of Central Alabama is anoth- 
er route one can take to funnel 
directly back to the community. 

Erica Roberts went on to pose 
the question, “What was the 
last kind thing you've done for 
someone else?” She explained that 
by always keeping that question 
on her mind, it inspired her to 
continue to do more for her 
community and organizations like 
UWCA. 

As the race participants 
returned to UMOM, they swiftly 
began to put together the puz- 
zle they had been tasked with 
assembling. The words on the 
pieces spelt out, “Build a great 
community by bringing people 
together to help others.” ‘That is 
the mission statement of United 
Way of Central Alabama and the 
goal of Montevallo United’s social 
media campaign. The Glow Race 
functioned as a way to bring the 
students of the University together 
with the businesses of Main Street, 
all while educating them on the 
many charities they can help via 
United Way. 

To learn more about Monteval- 
lo United, follow them on Insta- 
gram @montevallo_united or on 


Facebook at /Montevallo United. 


the Arts on track to open next fall 


ed Reynolds Studio ‘Theatre. 

Walker added that he is grate- 
ful to the University of Monteval- 
lo and the UM Board of Trustees 
for this new center because of the 
opportunities it will provide. 

“Tt feels like such a huge com- 
mitment from the University, not 
only to just the theatre depart- 
ment, but to the students and the 
community as well,” said Walker. 

The new center will be located 
off of Main Street in front of 
the campus’ Main Quad. It will 
include a 350-seat theater, 100- 
seat black box theater, art gallery, 
dance studio and even a cafe. The 
center will also include digital 
design and light labs and profes- 
sional grade costume and scene 
shops. 

The department's current 
production space, the Reynolds 
Studio Theatre was last renovated 
in 2004. 


Find us on 


Facebook 


www.facebook. 
com/TheAlabamian 


GREEKS 
COMPETE 


IN LIP SYNC 
BATTLE 


By EMILY MITCHELL 
Another night of Greek 


tradition came to a crescendo 
last Thursday in Palmer 

Hall. Among the company 
of friends, family and Greek 
brothers and sisters, UM’s 
fraternities and sororities 
faced off in a lip sync battle 
organized by Alpha Gamma 
Delta. 

Every Lip Jam has had a 
theme, and this year was no 
different, with participants 
paying tribute to various boy 
bands. 

The night was filled with 
many sets, including last 
year's sorority champions 
Alpha Delta Pi as 5 Seconds 
of Summer, and FIJI’s 
nostalgic take on Big Time 
Rush’s discography. 

“It’s just a lot of fun, 
remembering all of the songs 
that you loved when you were 
younger, said Abby Bowers, 
a freshman who attended the 
event. 

A few other performances 
included Phi Mu as Boyz 
ll Men, Alpha Kappa 
Lambda as Backstreet Boys, 
Delta Gamma’s childhood 
throwback as The Jonas 
Brothers and Alpha Tau 
Omega as The Jackson 5. 

At the end of the night 
Chi Omega took home the 
win for the sororities with 
their rendition of classic 
tunes by NSYNC. 

For the second 
consecutive year, Lambda 
Chi Alpha reigned supreme 
among fraternities. The group 
took home the top prize for 
their New Kids on the Block- 
themed production. 

While judges were 
deliberating, Alpha Gamma 
Delta took the stage, 
performing One Direction’s 
greatest hits. 

Madison Robinson, 
philanthropy chair for Alpha 
Gamma Delta, noted that 
even though the cost of entry 
was just $4, the organization 
raised more than $1,000 
for their charity of choice, 
Feeding America. 

“Everyone had so much 
energy and it seemed like 
everyone had a great time,” 
noted freshman Karli 
Blankenship, who described 
how much she enjoyed the 
event. “It’s super fun and it’s 
all for a good cause which 
makes it that much better.” 
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Voting no on Amendment 2 means voting 
yes to female empowerment 


By MADISON HOLLON 
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The false dichotomy of argu- 
ments presented by the pro-life 
and pro-choice movements have 
always been polarizing within the 
United States, and in Alabama 
now more than ever. With the 
midterm election season coming 
to a close, all eyes are on Alabama 
voters to see how they will weigh 
in on one of the most polarizing 
topics on the ballot this year: 
Amendment 2. 

This amendment would add 
language to our state constitution 
that would “support the sanctity 
of unborn life and the rights of 
unborn children, most important- 
ly the right to life in all manners 
and measures appropriately 
lawful.” This language is not only 
vague but it is purposefully so. 


“Sabrina” 


Everyone's favorite teenaged 
witch made her Netflix debut 
in “The Chilling Adventures of 
Sabrina” this Halloween season. 
The show, based on the 2014 
comic book of the same name, 
takes a much darker, but not 
unwelcomed look at the perils of 
being a witch than the original 
show from the 1990s ever did. 

Following the events leading 
up to the 16th birthday of Sabrina 
Spellman, played by Kiernan 
Shipka, the piece offers a glimpse 
into many of the problems faced 
by your average, small-town half- 
witch: dark baptisms, demonic 
possessions and near constant 
threats from supernatural powers. 

The series opens to a familiar 
scene with Sabrina and Harvey 
Kinkle, played by Ross Lynch, 
watching a scary movie, but 
quickly pivots to a much darker 
note as we learn of her impending 
dark baptism, a ritual that will 
mark the beginning of her magical 
education. 


The wording is designed to cause 
constituents to wonder what they 
are really voting on. The clause, 
“the constitution of this state does 
not protect the right to abortion 
or require the funding of abor- 
tion,” excludes cases of rape, incest 
and risk of life or health of the 
person or fetus. This language is 
dangerous in any state constitution 
due to its lack of clarity and what 
it could lead to in the future of the 
state and the future of the country 
as judicial legislation is passed. 
Amendment 2 is a trigger 
law, meaning that it will only 
take effect if Roe v. Wade, the 
Supreme Court case that legalized 
abortion, is overturned. With the 
confirmation of Brett Kavanaugh 
to the Supreme Court, it has 
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become a real possibility that the 
Court will begin to chip away and 
eventually overturn the ruling in 
Roe, at which point the language 
proposed in Amendment 2 would 
take effect and outlaw abortion in 
the state of Alabama. ‘These rights 
guaranteed in Roe were agreed 
upon by the court in 1973, and 
override fetus personhood rights 
written into state constitutions by 
representatives such as Matt Fridy. 
Fridy is the author of Amend- 
ment 2 and Representative for 
State House district 73, which 
includes Montevallo and much 
of Shelby County. At least to me, 
it seems obvious that he does not 
take into account the number of 
college students in his district and 


how many people, especially UM 


students, need access to crucial 
health care such as abortion. 
Feminist Majority Foundation, 
a nonprofit dedicated to “[em- 
powering] women economically, 
socially and politically,” has been 
on UM's campus throughout the 
midterm election season educating 
students and encouraging oppo- 
sition to Amendment 2. So far, 
158 UM students have pledged to 
vote no on this overly controlling 
amendment. Fridy has stated that 
the idea behind the amendment is 
the Alabama 


constitution cannot be used as 


to “make sure that... 


a mechanism by which to claim 
there is a right to abortion.” Such 
language appears to contradict his 
work in the “right to life,” clause. 

If Alabama sanctifies “right to 
life,” doesn’t this mean that each 
person, pregnant or not, would 
have the power to make autono- 
mous decisions without legislators 
coming in between them and their 
health care? By adding fetal per- 
sonhood, this gives the fetus rights 
over the carrying person, and is 
fundamentally detrimental to the 
autonomy of citizens regarding 
healthcare. If the pro-life move- 
ment were truly about saving lives, 
why not save those already existing 
by not limiting health care? 


reboot a chilling experience 


By WAID JONES, Managing editor 


While the tone of the series 
is different than the original, 
many fan-favorites return, with 
Hilda and Zelda being played by 
Lucy Davis and Miranda Otto 
respectively. 

Salem the cat also makes an 
appearance, though without the 
ability to talk. Instead, the role 
of a sarcastic guiding presence is 
given to a new character in the 
series, Ambrose Spellman, played 
by Chance Perdomo. 

The villains of the show take a 
few different forms, such as Ms. 
Wardwell, played by Michelle 
Gomaz, whose underlying 
motivations are never quite 
made clear until the very end of 
the season, but who remains a 
constant source of intrigue. 

Many times, though, the 
life situations Sabrina ends up 
facing are more antagonizing 
than any singular character, 
and such scenarios appeared to 
be representative of a number 
of modern-day societal issues. 


However, the show often felt like 
it stopped itself from making too 
harsh of a statement about them 
in the interest of creating a more 
appealing narrative flow. 

I felt like it was often casually 
delving into deeper issues of 
consent, patriarchal oppression 
and blame only to quickly 
divert to a more light-hearted 
interpretation of the topics. The 
issues were often wrapped in 
supernatural circumstances, and 
I feel that showrunners missed an 
excellent opportunity to weigh in 
on a number of important cultural 
conversations. 

That being said, the series 
used a good mix of situation and 
creature-based horror to give 
variety to the viewer. At one-point 
Sabrina would be lawyering up 
to fight a charge leveled by the 
Devil himself, and, at another, 
the Spellman family would be 
working together to escape the 
clutches of a sleep demon. 


The show takes viewers on 
a journey that feels as though 
“Riverdale” and “American Horror 
Story” had a baby, providing 
the viewer a unique and truly 
worthwhile experience. 

As the series progressed it 
felt like it truly hit its stride and 
culminated in some of the most 
enthralling hours of television 
I have ever watched. The finale 
really brought together the entire 
cast of characters and allowed 
them to shine as it answered some 
questions, but left even more 
unanswered. 

All in all, while some of the 
show's attempts at conveying a 
deeper message missed their mark, 
the series is still the best 10 hours 
of Halloween-themed television 
that we could have asked for. It 
promises excellent performances, 
brilliant direction and entrancing 
visual style that will have you 
hooked from the first spell to the 
last. 


Goosebumps 2: Not about geese or bumps 


By REANNA PIPES 


If you are like me, then you 
are a certified scaredy-cat! With 
an overactive imagination and a 
paralyzing fear of the dark, I can 
honestly say that I have never 
watched any movie that is branded 
as a scary, horror or thriller film. 
Because of this, I typically avoid 
the theater during the Halloween 
season, because movies that cater 
to the holiday are being shown 
constantly. 

However, I was in for quite 
a treat this spooky season when 
“Goosebumps 2: Haunted 
Halloween” rolled into theaters. 
It was the only movie in theaters 
that catered to both a family- 
friendly audience and those in 
search of a good Halloween flick. 

“Goosebumps 2: Haunted 
Halloween” is the sequel to 
“Goosebumps,” which was 
released in 2015. “Goosebumps” 
had the perfect blend of humor 
and monster content, meaning 
that its sequel had a lot to live up 
to for fans of the first installment. 

There is no denying that 
Hollywood is swimming in 
remakes and reboots, but this 
new take on the classic novels by 
R.L. Stine had a satisfying twist. 


Instead of a classic retelling of the 


novels, like many other tv shows 
and movies have done, these new 
movies take a giant step further 
when bringing the stories to life. 

Like the first movie, 
“Goosebumps 2: Haunted 
Halloween” is set in the “real 
world,” and anytime one of the 
original manuscripts of Stine are 
opened, the monster that is the 
main villain of the book comes out 
of the book to terrorize the real 
world. 

The movie follows three 
teenagers as they discover one of 
Stine’s unpublished and unfinished 
manuscripts. They must overcome 
some of their greatest fears while 
battling one of Stine’s most 
memorable monsters: Slappy the 
Dummy (although it would seem 
that he does not like being called a 
“dummy’). 

Slappy was actually the main 
villain in the first movie, but 
he had aid from all the other 
monsters of the “Goosebumps” 
series. In “Goosebumps 2” Slappy 
is working on his own with his 
powers and somewhat surprising 
character arc. You will have to 
watch the movie to find out just 
how it could possibly make you 
feel sympathy for an evil — and 


quite creepy — ventriloquist doll. 

As for the other characters, 
Madison Iseman takes on the 
role of one of the main characters 
named Sarah. On top of the 
everyday challenges of high school, 
she must add a vengeful talking 
doll to her list of stresses. [seman 
may look familiar to some of you 
as she previously played Bethany 
in the 2017 remake of “Jumanji.” 

I enjoyed Iseman’s acting in that 
movie and was pleased by her very 
believable performance. 

Jack Black was the only 
returning actor from the first 
movie, reprising his role as R. L. 
Stine. Admittedly, my favorite 
part from the first movie was 
the amount of sardonic humor 
that Black brought to the role. 
However, Black is not the center 
of the film this time. He is in the 
movie for a short amount of time, 
but his scenes felt unnecessary and 
forced. Bringing his character back 
was a way to acknowledge the 
events in the first movie, but Black 
did not bring back that humor 
that made the first film so great. 

It would have been better for 
him to either have been prominent 
throughout the whole movie or 
he could have just stayed home. 


If they just absolutely had to have 
him, they could have brought him 
in for an after credits scene. ‘This 
time around, his scenes detracted 
from the rest of the movie. 

“Goosebumps 2: Haunted 
Halloween” was just over an 
hour and a half long. ‘The first 
hour of the movie was very 
good. However, the ending left 
something to be desired. It was 
not a bad or unbelievable ending, 
but it felt rushed. I left the theater 
wishing that they had given me a 
bit more in the final battle. 

The movie was the perfect 
amount of funny and spooky; 
there was nothing scary about it 
except for the occasional jump 
scare. Some of the monsters may 
be too scary for smaller children 
though. 

Despite the fact that the end 
felt lacking, “Goosebumps 2: 
Haunted Halloween” was a great 
seasonal movie. It was nice to 
go to the movies looking for a 
Halloween movie that was not 
terrifying. This film would be 
fitting for younger audiences, 
college students like myself and 
even my dad who enjoyed the film 
just as much as I did. 


Not only is the language of 
the amendment intentionally 
confusing, it contradicts itself. 
When stating that the purpose is 
to ensure, “the right to life in all 
manners and measures appropri- 
ately lawful,” it appears to ignore 
other areas which could protect 
life. Would it not be appropri- 
ate in regards to ensuring life to 
reevaluate sex education in schools 
to make it comprehensive and in- 
clusive as opposed to teaching an- 
tiquated and useless forms such as 
“abstinence only” varieties? Would 
it not be appropriate and lawful 
to provide adequate healthcare 
so that persons may make sound, 
reasoned decisions? 

‘The vague language and con- 
trolling nature of this amendment 
could polarize us as a state, but 
it could do worse by restricting 
health care access. On Nov. 6, it is 
up to voters to decide what they 
think is the most important: au- 
tonomous decisions or the agenda 


of policymakers. 





Che 


@TRdh ieee 





Farmer Hall, 

Behind Post Office 
Station 6222 
Montevallo, AL 35115 


alabamian@montevallo.edu 


Editor-in-chief 


Jamie Haas 


Managing editor of 
content 


Waid Jones 


Layout editor 
Audrey Mecke 


Photography editor 
Katie Compton 


Copy editor 
Donovan Cleckley 


Assistant managing 
editor 


Caleb Jones 


Contributing writers 
Katy Barnes 


Jasmine Baxter 
Jamie Browder 
Colton Crowe 
Laura DeRocher 
Ariel Hall 
Madison Hollon 
Adam McCain 
Emily Mitchell 
Harrison Neville 
Reanna Pipes 


Tori Wright 


Contributing 
photographers 


Jasmine Baxter 
Jamie Browder 
Ariel Hall 
Jaysen Michael 
Danielle Roberts 


Reanna Pipes 


Graphics 
Audrey Mecke 


Adviser 
Tiffany Bunt 


News 





Page 3 








Alabama high schoolers introduced 


to mass communication at Montevallo 


By JAMIE BROWDER 





Prospective students test out broadcast equipment in Strong Hall. Photos by Jamie Browder 


The Mass Communication 
Program hosted its inaugural 
Exploring Mass Communication 
event on Friday, Oct. 26. UM 
students and faculty gave an 
inside look at the Department 
of Communication’s broadcast 
and multimedia journalism 
concentrations to high school 
students from around the 
northeastern part of the state. 

Those in attendance were 
juniors and seniors from 
Tuscaloosa County High, 
Brookwood High School, Shelby 
County High School and John 
Carroll Catholic High. A few 
students from home school 
programs also attended. 

Throughout the day students 
were able to participate in various 
sessions in Strong Hall’s video 
production studio, journalism 
classrooms and news studio in 


hour-long workshops. 

The sessions featured crash 
courses in skills like producing 
in the studio, working studio 
equipment and writing effective 
news stories with attention to 
social media. 

During one of the sessions 
Dr. Bruce Finklea, assistant 
professor of mass communication, 
showed students how to put 
cameras together while Dr. Gheni 
Platenburg, assistant professor of 
mass communication, provided 
students with key tips for 
conducting a successful interview. 

“The goal of Mass Comm Day 
is to show incoming high school 
students what mass comm can 
offer them as a degree and what 
we do as a general field and a 
department,” said Ryan Sexton, 
a senior mass communication 
major. “Our ability to go and do 


anything is great.” 

Sexton added that the diversity 
of career paths students can 
pursue with a background in mass 
communication is what makes the 
major special; photojournalism, 
magazine writing, filming movies, 
or working on documentaries were 
just a few potential professions 
that he listed. 

In addition to providing 
informative lectures, mass 
communication professors 
Finklea, Brook Pruitt and Dr. Jay 
Cofield offered more hands-on 
activities, such as anchoring for 
UM’s news show, “The Buzz.” 

Rayna Brown, a senior from 
Tuscaloosa County High School, 
said working behind the scenes of 
the show was difficult at first, but 
she eventually got the hang of it. 
She added that she really enjoyed 


the experience of anchoring. 


Students invited to choose 
their own adventure with COMS 


By JAMIE BROWDER and TORI WRIGHT 


» 








The UM Communication 
Studies Program hosted its 8th 
annual COMS Day on Thursday, 
Oct. 25 in the McChesney 
Student Activity Center. 

The branding and theme of the 
event centered around the concept 
of “Choose Your Own Adventure,” 
which called upon students to take 
hold of their own career path and 
utilize the versatility of a degree in 
communication studies. 

“One of the things about 
our major and something that is 
in our vision statement is how 
interdisciplinary our major is and 
how it can be applied to a variety 
of careers,” said Kaitlyn Shehee, 

a senior communication studies 
major and chief operations officer 
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for the COMS Day planning 


team. 


Designed to be both a 
celebration and invitation to the 
discipline of communication, 
the annual event is planned 
and executed entirely by seniors 
enrolled in the major’s capstone 
course taught by Dr. Ray 
Ozley, associate professor of 
communication studies. 

The class began the process 
by dividing into five senior 
committees, each with distinct 
roles and assigned tasks: executive, 
activities, budget and finance, 
venue and public relations. 

“It has become a rite of passage 
for our major, because they see 
upperclassmen do it as they come 


“Mass communication is really 
fun from what I can tell,” said 
Brown, adding that attending 
Exploring Mass Communication 
caused her to reconsider her 
previously held higher education 
plans. Rather than moving out-of- 
state, Brown now intends to stay 
in Alabama to pursue an education 
at the University of Montevallo. 

Later, the event took a turn 
for the spooky, shifting from 
informative to entertaining with 
the introduction of the Scare My 
Shorts Off Film Festival. The 
second iteration of the event in the 
past two years, the festival featured 
student-made horror films. 

High school students Payton 
Townsend, Noah Gibson, Hannah 
Sanders, Gavin Manning and 
Aydon Stevenson won the award 
for Best High School Production 
for their short feature “Found 
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Footage.” 

The winning piece starred five 
teenagers who ventured into an 
abandoned mental asylum and 
never returned. Months later, 
authorities released the teens’ last 
moments that had been caught on 
film. “Found Footage” is available 
to watch on You lube. 

Cofield concluded the day by 
showing gratitude to the mass 
communication students and 
faculty who helped put the event 
together. He also expressed that he 
hopes the day helped recruit more 
students to study alongside the 
faculty in the future. 

“We think Montevallo is a 
great place to come learn about 
mass comm, and even if people 
decide to not come here, we still 
want to introduce them to skills 


that we use in the field,” said 
Cofield. 


(Left) COMS Day CEO Jonathan Mendoza and COO Kaitlyn Sheehee kick off the day with an introductory speech. 
(Right) Guests were invited to share where their adventures began on a chalkboard display. Photos by Jamie Browder 


in, and then they have to do it 
themselves,” said Ozley. 

Chasidy Atchinson, a UM 
alumna, was the event’s keynote 
speaker. Atchison majored in 
communication studies and 
served as the University Program 
Council (UPC) coordinator when 
she attended UM. Currently, 
she works as co-owner of Banjo 
Coffee in Atlanta, and as the 
vice president of Fizz, a global 
marketing company. 

Atchison credited her success 
to the fact that she attended UM, 
Alabama's only public liberal arts 
university. She said that a liberal 
arts education and a background 
in communication gave her all 
of the tools she needed to excel 
in any type of advertising, public 
relations or social media roles. 

“T will tell you today that 
being able to both communicate 


effectively and listen is truly a 
superpower that most people 
don't have,” Atchison said. 
“Communication, in essence, gives 
you a key.” 

Atchinson provided three 
nuggets of information that she 
considers essential to success: live 
curiously, do what you love and 
work hard. 

Giselle Casadaban, another 
UM and COMS program alumna, 
was the second speaker of the day. 
Casadaban’s speech featured an 
interactive PowerPoint, allowing 
students to experience a day 
in the life of a communication 
studies major. She argued that 
skills learned in communication 
studies are fundamental and can 
be applied to the adventure of 
everyday life. 

Casadaban also gave tips for 
students when seeking jobs and 


internships, emphasizing the 
importance of beginning the 
application process early on as 
well as doing research prior to 
interviews. 

Other activities of the day 
included games, roundtable 
discussions and a mixer where 
students had the opportunity 
to network with local business 
representatives. 

The event wrapped up with 
closing remarks from COMS 
senior Jonathan Mendoza, chief 
executive officer of the planning 
team: “Adventure is out there, and 
it awaits. You just have to choose 
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Secular Student Alliance unveils 
Graveyard of the Gods 


By JASMINE BAXTER 
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Headstones denote rarely worshipped deities of todays modern world. Photo by Jasmine Baxter 


Constructed amidst the 
Halloween season, the Graveyard 
of the Gods was meant to be 
the Secular Student Alliance’s 
(SSA) “farewell to humanity's 
forgotten deities’; it was meant to 
demonstrate how many previously 
revered gods have become mere 
symbols of mythology. Its purpose 
was to prompt a conversation 
about religion at the national 
level — one that the SSA has been 
encouraging for several years. 

“The event started in 2013 at 
the University of North Georgia,” 
said Erin Green, the president 
of UM’s chapter of SSA. The 
students in the UNG Skeptics 
club used provisional headstones 


to describe dead or dying faiths, 


and, soon after, the national 
organization adopted the idea and 
began distributing resources to 
help their affiliates do the same. 

Naturally, the alliance 
recognized that in several cultures, 
the month of October gives rise to 
the celebration and remembrance 
of the dead, and the season could 
be used to showcase the histories 
and legacies of the deceased deities 
as well. 

Thus far, the SSA has reported 
several university successes, 
including Daytona State College, 
the University of Wisconsin- 
Madison and the University of 
Montevallo. Alongside their shared 
mission, each organization had its 
own internal goals. 


Green hoped that the display 
would afford UM students 
a “better way of having a 
conversation because a lot of 
people have a set idea of what they 
feel about gods and religion.” 

According to Green, “The 
Graveyard of the Gods is supposed 
to get people to think critically 
about their own faith and to listen 
to other people's opinions.” 

He acknowledged, however, 
that this type of discussion can be 
difficult to have locally. 

“We live in the South, and 
it’s extremely religious, and right 
now, especially if you're thinking 
of politics, people are having a 
really hard time talking about 
their views and having a civil 
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conversation,’ Green said. “This 
is just another example of the 
importance of communication. 
People are talking about things 
that they don’t agree with but 
trying to understand why people 
feel the way they feel.” 
Reportedly, this is the first year 
that there were no bad reactions 
from the public. The exhibit’s 
incorporation of gods that people 
still worship is usually a point of 
contention, especially since some 
groups may view the display as a 
personal attack on their beliefs. 
“People who identify with 
polytheism might say something 
like ‘I worship that god and I don't 
think they’re dead, and it’s valid 
that they still worship them, but 


Montevallo residents partake In 
annual October festivities 


By ARIEL HALL 





Back in 2011, the Montevallo 
Artwalk was created through a 
collaborative effort between Mayor 
Hollie Cost, former City Council 
Member Dee Woodham and Uni- 
versity of Montevallo President 
Dr. John Stewart III. 

This past Saturday, Oct. 27, 
this tradition continued with more 
than 80 vendors gathered on Main 
Street to share their art and goods 
of all kinds, including paintings, 
ceramics, quilts, clothing and 
more. Vendors came from all over 
North Alabama, from Huntsville 
to right here at UM. 

Many artists have a style or 
subject that they focus on, like 
portraits, but for some, they go 
wherever the moment takes them. 
“I don't have a particular style or 
aesthetic. I paint whatever I feel in 
the moment,” said Jasmine Dens- 
more, a former UM grad student 
and vendor at this year’s Artwalk. 

As they listened to jazzy tunes 
from JQ’s One Man Band, local 
families and their children par- 
ticipated in the craft area in the 


Local vendors sold a variety of handcrafted goods to Artwalk attendees. Photos by Ariel Hall 


cove, where there was seasonally 
appropriate pumpkin art. 

There were many students who 
used the opportunity to share 
their talents, like art student Erica 
Lewis who sold t-shirts and bags 
with her original artwork. One 
of Lewis’ designs commemorated 
the College Night Centennial 
and featured a lion representing 
Gold Side and a cow representing 
Purple Side. 

Even a few professors were 
able to sell products of their own, 
including Associate Professor of 
Theatre Emily Gill, who sold cos- 
metics, and Professor of Music Dr. 
Lori Ardovino, who sold jewelry. 

As the sun went down, Ghost 
Walk had begun and attendees 
of Artwalk meandered to Palmer 
Hall to take part in this annu- 
al tour of UM’s most haunted 
buildings. The tour was sponsored 
by the staff of The Alabamian and 
Carmichael Library. 

The first stop was Palmer Hall, 
where the former professor W.H. 
Trumbauer’s spirit supposedly 


remains. 

It is said that Trumbauer, 
often affectionately referred to as 
“Trummy” by students, haunts 
Palmer because he is bitter about 
having his name left off the 
building. 

Trummy is also said to be an 
enthusiastic supporter of Col- 
lege Night, and takes part in the 
tradition by voting for the winner 
his own way, swaying set pieces to- 
ward the side he believes deserves 
the victory. 

Like Palmer, Reynolds Hall is 
also supposedly haunted. 

During the Civil War, Henry 
Clay Reynolds, first president 
of the Alabama Girls’ Industrial 
School, was tasked to protect the 
sick and injured men inside the 
Confederate hospital. However, 
when he heard about the siege at 
Brierfield in town, he left his post 
to help in the battle. 

When he returned, he discov- 
ered that the men had been mas- 
sacred. He vowed to never leave 
the building unprotected again, so 


it is now said that he haunts the 


building. 

However, no ghost story on 
campus is more well-known than 
that of Condie Cunningham. She 
and her roommate made fudge 
with a chafing dish and amidst 
cleaning up, she knocked over 
alcohol, which got on her night- 
gown and caught fire. 

Despite her efforts to smother 
the flames, Condie burned and 
later died from her injuries. It 
is said that the door of her old 
room now has an apparition of 
her face on it. Many residents of 
Main Hall have said that they've 
heard running down the hall and 
doors have opened and closed by 
themselves. 

The next stop on the tour was 
King House, originally called The 
Mansion House, which was built 
in 1823. 

Just before his death, Edmond 
King buried his treasure under 
his peach orchard to prevent the 
union army from taking it. Some 
say that he now wanders with a 


that worship has declined over 
time. They're not as mainstream 
as Buddhist, Hindu or Christian 
gods,’ Green said. “We explain 
that a dead god doesn’t mean 
they're physically dead; it means 
the followers of that faith either 
don’ exist or have progressed 

or that the gods are considered 
mythology instead of religion.” 

Frequently, this logic leads to 
questions about whether today’s 
popular religions will stand the 
test of time, and Green admitted 
that he is unsure, but he predicts 
that the paradigm might shift into 
something less orthodox — a claim 
substantiated by the amount of 
people beginning to identify as 
“spiritual” rather than part of a set 
faith. 

Regardless of religious afhlia- 
tion and progression, however, he 
believes people shouldn't be afraid 
to ask questions. 

“You learn more about yourself 
and other people if you don’t stay 
set in your ways, Green said. 
“That’s not saying to become 
an atheist, but asking questions 
allows you to become more 
intelligent, and to learn how 
religion affects you and other 
people. SSA is a safe place to do 
that.” 

Students interested in joining 
the SSA can attend meetings on 
Tuesdays at 6 p.m. in Comer Hall 
100. 


lamp and shovel searching for his 
treasure or trying to visit his wife 
and son’s graves in the King family 
cemetery. 

“T didnt know most of the 
stories about the King House. 
The cemetery was awesome,” said 
first-time attendee and Montevallo 
resident Carly Green. 

“IT was more scared this year,” 
said Kasie Kilpatrick a UM 
alumna. It was not the first time 
she participated in the tour, but 
she still expressed excitement over 
Ghost Walk. 

Archivist Carey Heatherly 
ended the tour at Carmichael 
Library, where he showed pictures 
and items, including a picture of 
King’s sons and Palmer's ledger 
with the description of Condie’s 
accident. 

Montevallo’s haunts are part 
of what makes it so different and 
interesting compared to other 
colleges. In the words of Ghost 
Walk’s Edmond King, “Our 
Southern hospitality might just 
extend forever.” 
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Spectacular, spooky and strange 
Halloween books for college students 


By HARRISON NEVILLE 


In an essay titled “Why We 
Crave Horror,” critically-acclaimed 
author Stephen King said, “I think 
that we're all mentally ill. Those of 
us outside the asylums only hide it 
a little better - and maybe not all 
that much better after all.” Maybe 
he’s right, but in the end does it 
really matter? We like to be scared 
because we like to be scared-- 
enough said. What follows is a list 
of books that will do just that: 

“Salem’s Lot” by Stephen 
King 

Vampire stories are worn out, 
tired and full of predictable tropes, 
and instead of trying to change 
that, Stephen King embraces it. 
The main character is a writer 
named Ben who returns to the 
town of Jerusalem's Lot, Maine, 
where he grew up. 

While there he discovers that 
the town is being taken over 
by vampires. With a group of 
unlikely vampire slayers, a master 
vampire and a town that is quickly 
being populated by the undead, 
“Salem's Lot” goes through all the 
obligatory vampire moments, yet 
still manages to keep the reader 
terrified and on the edge of their 
seat. 


I stayed up till 3 a.m. to finish 
reading this, partly because it was 
so good, but mostly because I was 
too scared to stop. 

“Lockwood and Co.” by 
Jonathan Stroud 

This is an excellent series in 
which ghosts haunt the streets of 
modern London. Known as “The 
Problem,” the specters of the dead 
have been haunting England for 
approximately 50 years, and no 
one has any idea why. 

‘These ghosts can only be seen 
clearly by children, so youngins 
with strong paranormal senses are 
recruited to join Agencies tasked 
with eliminating spirits wherever 
they appear. The series follows 
a small agency led by Anthony 
Lockwood known as Lockwood 
and Co, a group of agents with 
no adult supervision, a fact that 
constantly irks the police. 

The first book, “The Scream- 
ing Staircase,” starts off with a 
case going terribly wrong and the 
young agents being threatened 
with closure if they can’t come up 
with enough money to pay for the 
damages they caused. Desperate 
for cash, they take a case inves- 


tigating a haunted house with a 
particularly violent past. The deal 
is that they spend one night in the 
house to get paid, but they aren't 
the first to have tried, and the last 
group of agents didn't come out... 
alive. 

Stroud does a brilliant job 
sucking his readers into this grim 
world of paranormal investiga- 
tion where teens and children use 
rapiers to duel with ghosts and salt 
bombs to repel ghastly appari- 
tions. 

“The Cask of Amontillado” 
by Edgar Allan Poe 

A short story of revenge served 
cold, the short length of this tale 
does nothing to stem the terror 
that it induces. Montresor plays 
the perfect host when he lures 
Fortuna into the catacombs, 
asking after Fortuna’s health and 
attempting to convince him to 
turn back, all the while plotting 
Fortuna’ demise. 

“Frankenstein” by Mary 
Shelley 

Now this is a classic tale of hor- 
ror, death and revenge. Obsessed 
with the secret of life, Victor Fran- 
kenstein decides to create life of 


his own and, in doing so, creates 
a monster. Horrified by his own 
creation he flees, but the monster 
follows him, wreaking destruction 
and horror upon Victor's life. 

“Frankenstein: Prodigal Son” 
by Dean Koontz 

A modern horror story in 
which both Frankenstein and 
his monster still walk the earth. 
Set in New Orleans, the tale 
follows jaded police detective 
Carson O’Connor and her partner 
Michael Maddison, as they track 
a mysterious serial killer through 
the city. 

The two uncover far more 
than they bargained for as they 
discover a secret pointing toward 
a new race of monsters far more 
dangerous than anything they 
could imagine outside of their 
nightmares. The clock is ticking, 
and if they don’t stop Victor 
Frankenstein before it’s too late, 
then it could mean the end of the 
human race. 

A fast paced read, “Franken- 
stein: Prodigal Son” keeps the 
readers closely engaged and con- 
stantly guessing what will happen 
next. It makes no promise of a 


happy ending, and the high level 
of suspense makes it clear that the 
characters are just as helpless as 
the reader as they struggle against 
the impending doom that looms 
in their future. 

“The Puppet Masters” by 
Robert A. Heinlein 

Written in 1951, “The Puppet 
Masters” tells a story that is 
very familiar to us now, one of 
body-snatching aliens. The story 
starts off with a group of secret 
agents going to investigate a flying 
saucer crashed to earth. They dis- 
cover that an entire town in Iowa 
has been taken over by aliens that 
latch onto humans’ backs and use 
them like puppets. 

Unfortunately, when the agents 
escape to bring this news to the 
President, he assumes that they've 
all lost their minds. Eventually 
they capture a specimen and pres- 
ent proof of the aliens’ existence, 
but by then it is too late. The 
aliens have taken hold, and any- 
one could be hiding one beneath 
their clothes. This is a fascinating 
story that combines aspects of 
both sci-fi and horror. 


Seasonal cuisine for your Halloween 


By REANNA PIPES 


‘The spooky season is upon 
us! Since we will all be dressed 
in costumes for Halloween, why 
shouldn't our food be dressed up 
as well? Here are two spookily de- 
licious recipes to break out at your 
horror movie marathons and your 
costume parties. With these, your 
treats are sure to win best dressed. 


Rice Krispie Treat Monsters 


Ingredients and Materials: 
-Candy Melts (I used pink, blue 
and orange) 

-Candy Eyes 

-Rice Krispie Treats 

-Wax Paper 


-Microwave safe bowl 


Instructions: 

In a microwave safe bowl, heat up 
your candy melts. Whatever brand 
you buy will have more precise 
instructions for how to carry out 
that task. You will heat them until 
they are completely melted, but do 
not heat them too much. I burned 
my blue batch this way. 


Next, take a Rice Krispie bar 

and dip one end into the candy 
melts. Place the coated treat onto 
some wax paper so that it will not 
stick to anything once the candy 


coating has cooled down. Place 


your candy eyes however you like, 
just make sure you do it before the 
candy melts harden. 

They take about 40 minutes to 
completely harden, but, if you 

are in a rush, then you can pop 
them in the fridge for about five 
minutes. 


Mummy Hot Dogs 


Ingredients and Materials: 
-Crescent Rolls 

-Hotdogs 

-Knife 

-Cooking spray 

-Ketchup, mustard or whatever 
you want for the eyes 


Instructions: 

First, preheat your oven to what- 
ever your brand of croissant rolls 
should be cooked at. It is typically 
375°F. Open the crescent rolls and 
take two of the triangles and press 
them into one rectangle. Then 
slice the dough long ways into 
strips. These are your bandages. 


Take a hot dog and wrap the “ban- 
dages” around it, leaving enough 
room near one end so you can give 
the mummy hot dog some eyes 
later. If you are not using a non- 
stick pan, spray it with cooking oil 
so that your masterpiece will not 


stick. The original recipe had the 
option to put some cheese slices 
on the hot dogs, but I decided 
against that. 


Bake for 13 to 17 minutes, or 
until the croissant rolls are golden 
brown. Once they are out of the 
oven, you can add dots of ketchup 
or mustard for eyes. 


Now, while on this spooky 
culinary journey, I did try two 
other recipes, but they did not 
turn out quite as good as the first 
two. I will still include them here 
because, with a few tweaks, they 
could be delicious. 


Witch Fingers 


Ingredients and Materials: 
-Pretzel rods 

-Candy melts (green) 
-Microwave safe bowl 


-Wax paper 


Instructions: 

Break the pretzel rods in half and 
set them aside. Heat up the candy 
melts in the microwave until 

they are fully melted. Next, dip 
the pretzels into the candy melts, 
covering most of the pretzel. Lay 
them on a sheet of wax paper to 


dry. 


For the fingernails, the original 
recipe called for almonds that had 
black food dye on them. I did not 
have almonds or black food dye, 
so I used some grey icing to make 
the fingernails. 


Once the candy coating has hard- 
ened a little bit, I took a toothpick 
and pressed line down in the 
middle to make knuckles. When 
the candy has hardened, it is ready 
to eat. 


I will not lie. These did not taste 
very good. My friends and I tried 
them, and none of us liked it. I 
think they might taste better if 
you swap out the candy melts 
for just plain chocolate. And if 
you want to keep with the green 
theme, melt and add green food 
dye to some white chocolate! 


Nutter Butter Boos 


Ingredients and Materials: 
-Nutter Butters 

-Candy Melts (White) 
-Dark icing 

-Wax paper 


-Microwave safe bowl 


Instructions: 

Heat the candy melts until fully 
melted. Then dip the top half of 
the nutter butter into it, making 
sure the sides are covered as well. 
Set them aside to harden on some 
wax paper. 


Next, take some dark colored icing 
and draw two eyes and a mouth 

to make it look like a sheet ghost. 
You can eat them once the candy 
melts have hardened. 


Once again, this recipe did not 
taste great. However, my friends 
and I agreed that it was better 
than the pretzels. 


Admittedly, the reason it didn’t 
taste good is probably my fault. 
The original recipe called for a 
white chocolate coating and choc- 
olate eyes and mouth. Because | 
do not like chocolate, I thought 

it would be fine to change up the 
recipe. It did not work. 


If you still want to make this, 

I suggest using white chocolate 
like I was supposed to. The candy 
melts just did not taste great with 
the peanut butter. 
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Satire: UM embraces the witching hour 


By HARRISON NEVILLE 


Here at Montevallo the streets 
are made of bricks, and I have 
finally discovered the real reason 
why. 

I have heard a host of excuses 
ranging from a desire to preserve 
the historical nature of the cam- 
pus, to the University adminis- 
tration just really likes watching 
students trip on their way to class. 
I can assure all of the students that 
it is nothing as silly as nostalgia, 
and definitely not anything as ma- 
levolent as tripping students. The 
reason is quite simple: the bricks 
are there because the witches want 
them there. 

It is a well-documented fact 
that witches prefer things old fash- 
ioned. After all, when was the last 
time you saw a witch riding on a 
plastic broom from Wal-Mart? 

‘That’s also the real reason why 
witches’ houses are all so dirty; 
their main transport is also the 
thing they use to clean the house 
with. It’s basically like trying to 
sweep the floor with your car tire. 

Now, since the University of 
Montevallo is secretly run by a 
coven of witches, it only makes 
sense that they would ensure that 
the University does not remove 
its bricks and replace them with 
something more modern. 


You might be asking yourselves: 
Why allow the University to mod- 
ernize at all? The answer is simple. 
Because of us. In this modern age, 
a public liberal arts university is far 
more practical than a house made 
of candy — not because the house 
made of candy wouldn’ still work, 
but because the government would 
probably keep people from going 
to the house so they could hog 
all the candy for themselves. So, 
begrudgingly, the witches allowed 
the University to flourish in order 
to create the ultimate trap. 

Perhaps some of you say this 
makes no sense because students 
don't go missing. Well, remember 
little Timmy? No? Yeah, neither 
do I! 

Not only that, but witches on 
campus is as good an explanation 
as any as to why there are so many 
ghosts present. While we're on the 
subject, did anyone else’s “Head’s 
Up, We're Haunted” brochure 
get lost in the mail? I don’t know 
about yall, but I was surprised 
when I got on campus and 
everyone started telling me just 
how haunted this place is. I mean, 
really, they send us a million 
brochures, but not a single one of 
‘em says anything about this place 
crawling with the undead. 


A few nights ago I was walking 
back to my residence hall after a 
meeting at the greatest campus 
organization of them all (M.O.G, 
Montevallo Organization Gaming, 
for the uninitiated), when I saw 
a cloud of steam rising up from 
the manhole cover over by Comer 
Hall. No doubt many a viewer of 
this phenomenon would devise 
some scientific explanation and go 
on their merry way. Luckily, I am 
an English major and therefore 
immune to arguments based upon 
scientific mumbo jumbo. 

Clearly, the steam was rising 
out of the manhole cover because 
the witches initiate their witchy 
rites in the sewers beneath UM; it 
also explains why there are always 
a bunch of kittens hanging out by 
Comer at night — they must be the 
witch's familiars. 

Even now that their existence 
has been brought into the light 
there is little that we can do. In 
our modernization, we have for- 
saken our only means of defense! 
We have no pitchforks and no 
torches, so what are we to do? 
Flashlight mode on a smartphone 
lacks the intimidation factor of 
torches and I doubt the witches 
will be frightened off by the angry 


mob sound app on my phone. 





Former UM student makes directing debut 


By ADAM MCCAIN 





Up and coming director Luis Abe Jimenez poses on Birmingham rooftop. Photo 


by Jaysen Michael 


On Oct. 20, former UM stu- 
dent and local independent film 
director Luis Abe Jimenez made 
his debut with his feature horror 
film entitled “Soon Enough.” The 
film consisted of a cast of various 
UM students. 

Prior to this debut, Jimenez 
studied the art of filmmaking for 
most of his life. He was inspired 
during childhood to pursue a 
career in film. 

“When I was about nine, it 
was on a Saturday morning when 
I was watching “The Lord of The 
Rings: Return of the King.’ And 
there was a scene with Aragorn 
that kind of just triggered it for 
me, Jimenez said. “I definitely 
knew at that moment that I want- 
ed to make movies, that there was 
something magical about them.” 

Although Jimenez found 
himself inspired at a young age, 
he did not truly put his love for 
filmmaking into practice until his 
late teenage years. Jimenez studied 
acting because of its relation to the 
audience. 


“T really liked the idea of 
entertaining somebody. ‘The idea 
that somebody could go, and sit 
down and, at least for a small 
amount of time, forget about their 
worries, whether it be at work, or 
at home,” Jimenez said. “There 
should always be someone there to 
provide it, whether it be in film, or 
on stage, or through music. And 
I definitely wanted to be a part of 
that, 

To further illustrate his point, 
Jimenez recalled a previous job 
he held as a dancing cell phone 
for a business back when he was 
16-years-old. 

“We were right next to a stop- 
light, so there was one day when 
trafic stopped, and this girl just 
looked at me through her window 
and she was laughing. That was 
a reiteration of why I was doing 
what I was doing,” Jimenez said. 
“At least for that minute, she was 
having a laugh and she was forget- 
ting about her worries.” 

While passionate for the art of 
filmmaking, Jimenez also acknowl- 


edges the challenges associated 
with undertaking projects. 

“There's definitely going to 
be a lot of hard times, not just 
financially with funding your 
project, but with not having 
enough inspiration, per se. Or not 
having enough people to make it a 
reality, not having enough funds, 
not having enough time to do 
everything,” he stated. “But at the 
end of the day, if that’s enough to 
discourage you, then you really 
werent meant to do it.” 

For Jimenez, the love for the 
art itself is what’s important, not 
the moneymaking potential. 

According to Jimenez, dreams 
only remain abstract, but the 
movement toward that dream 
makes it into an attainable goal. 

“A dream is only a dream if you 
don't try to walk toward it. When 
you start walking toward it, it be- 
comes a goal,” he reflected. “And 
every goal is always reachable as 
long as you know the path to it.” 


Halloween 2018 costume trend predictions 


By CALEB JONES, Assistant managing editor 


It’s that time of year again, the 
time when people across the coun- 
try are preparing to take part in 
the spooktacular night that many 
have been waiting all October 
for: Halloween. It’s a night when 
children go out trick-or-treating 
with the goal of rotting their teeth 
out with candy, and older teens 
and young adults go out with the 
goal of rotting their livers with a 
slightly stronger substance. 

No matter what the age, or 
whether it’s trick-or-treating or 
partying, most people can agree 
on an absolute must have for the 
night -- an awesome costume! 

Every year on Halloween, 
people can be spotted dressed in 
classic costumes such as ghosts, 
devils and various other mon- 
sters and supernatural creatures. 
These costumes are the trademark 
regalia for the holiday, and they 
have been since about 2,000 years 
ago, back when the equivalent of 
what we know as Halloween, the 
ancient Celtic festival of Samhain 
was being celebrated. 

Back then, the motivation for 
people to dress up in costumes was 
to convince evil spirits that they 


themselves were evil spirits as well, 
thus avoiding harm. 

While we still widely embrace 
the monstrous costumes of old, 
many costumes these days are 
pop-culture inspired, and it seems 
each year there are particular 
costumes that people go mad 
for. I don’t think we'll ever forget 
Halloween of 2016, which may as 
well be dubbed the Night of the 
Harley Quinns. 

This year is no different when 
it comes to pop-culture-inspired 
costumes being popular. 

Expect to see many looks 
based on the popular battle royale 
game “Fortnite” by Epic Games. 
The game first came out back in 
September of 2017, and since then 
has become one of the most popu- 
lar games in the world, and Spirit 
of Halloween, a costume store in 
Hoover, has costumes based on 
various skins available in the game. 

Also, don’t be surprised if the 
streets are teeming with more 
superheroes than usual this year. 

With the release of Marvel’s 
“Infinity War,” Marvel superhero 
costumes are even more popular 
than before. Though many heroes 


were present in the movie, cos- 
tumes based on Captain America, 
Dr. Strange, Iron Man and Black 
Panther are particularly popular. 
Other notable Marvel themed cos- 
tumes include the villain Thanos, 
and the soon to be introduced 
Captain Marvel. 

This will also be the first 
Halloween since the release of 
“Black Panther,” and costumes of 
the film’s stars, Black Panther and 
Killmonger along with Wakandan 
watrior costumes have grown in 
popularity on Pinterest, which 
means they are likely to be seen a 
lot on Halloween night. 

Anti-hero costumes may also 
be very popular this year, with the 
release of “Venom” and “Deadpool 
ae 

However, Marvel won't be the 
only inspiration for superhero 
costumes this Halloween. 

Many are likely to dress as 
characters from Pixar’s “The 
Incredibles 2,” a sequel that many 
people impatiently waited for since 
the 2004 release of the first “In- 
credibles” movie. These costumes 
have the potential to be especially 
popular due to the fact that they 





can be matching costumes for 


families. 

Cartoons are also a big factor 
in pop-culture-based costume 
popularity. Spirit of Halloween 
has a line of costumes inspired by 
Adult Swim’s popular animated 
series “Rick and Morty,” as well as 
others based on children’s shows 
like “Teenage Mutant Ninja 
Turtles.” 


No matter what you decide 
to be this year, remember that 
creativity, or a lack thereof, can 
make or break your costume. If 
you decide to follow a trend then 
that’s cool, but don’t be afraid to 
put your own spin on it! People 
really appreciate a well done DIY 
costume; so, don't be surprised if 
it’s more well-received than a store 
bought one. 
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By JAMIE HAAS, Editor-in-chief 
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It’s far from hyperbolic to 
say that for thousands of years 
humans have been fascinated with 
the celestial bodies. Tracking the 
journeys of the stars and planets 
is a tradition that stretches further 
back than most of us can imagine 
and deriving meaning from the 
galaxy’s path was only a natural 
next-step. Thus, the study of 
astrology was born. 

Especially relevant to the 
practice of Western astrology is the 
position of the stars at the time of 
one’s birth. From this placement, 
one can determine their sun sign, 
which is the primary aspect of 
one’s natal chart that mainstream 
horoscopes take into account 
when forecasting the future. 

But I’m getting ahead of 
myself. If I lost you at “sun sign” 
or “natal chart,” then “Co-Star” 
might be the application for you. 

Intended for astrology-nov- 
ices and experts alike, this app 
utilizes artificial intelligence (AI), 
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data from NASA and consulting 
astrologers to provide a one-stop 
shop for all your zodiac-relat- 
ed needs: personality analyses; 
daily horoscopes; compatibility 
measurements; and, the occasional 
explanation regarding the more in- 
tricate aspects of the subject, such 
as trines, sextiles and houses. 

The first step down the path 
of accessible astrological intel 
is the calculation of the user’s 
natal chart, which requires some 
base-level knowledge about one’s 
birth that — if you're not already 
privy to it — can halt the process in 
its tracks. So, before downloading 
ensure that you know the date, 
location and exact time of your 
nativity. However, once those 
details are secured, your work 
is done. Using the cosmos as its 
guide, an all-encompassing picture 
of the user’s personality is painted 
that one can refer back to as they 
please. 

“Co-Star” then utilizes AI to 


comb through data from NASA, 
tracking the current location of 
the planets and translating that 
information daily into individual- 
ized and easy-to-read insights on 
luck, opportunities, frustrations 
and challenges. 

‘The application’s web page 
further explains the benefits of 
having a unique horoscope at 
your fingertips: “Ihe moon, other 
planets in the solar system and 
the 12 houses of the zodiac each 
represent a different part of life, 
like relationships, work and home. 
Without this information, youre 
getting a cookie cutter horoscope 
rather than one personalized just 
for you.” 

What elevates the experience 
even further, though, is the appli- 
cation’s more interactive features. 
Users have the option of adding 
fellow astrology enthusiasts as 
friends, which allows more curious 
users access to others’ charts for 
both scrutiny and comparison. 
Friends’ compatibility is measured 
as well, with each clashing and 
complimentary trait spelled out 
and color coded. 

This facet of the app makes for 
good entertainment, as it allows 
you to piece together why all your 
exes are Scorpios and why your 
best friends are only water signs. 

Although some take these 
“divine” predictions more seriously 
than others, there’s no harm in 
joining the fun and learning 
what the difference between your 
sun, moon and rising signs are, 
especially as the practice becomes 
more mainstream. 

‘The app is currently only avail- 
able for iPhone users, but the cre- 
ators promise an Android-friendly 
version is On its way. 


Horoscopes 


By KAITLYN SHEHEE 





Aries @ Answers are 
coming soon to the ques- 
tions you keep asking, and, 
surprisingly, they'll come 
from the last source you 
expected them: yourself. 


Taurus £&A poorly 
decorated cake can still 
taste delicious. Too often 
you judge before allowing 
yourself to experience. 


Gemini § You keep 
thinking about the past and 
all of the good times you 
had instead of planning for 
more in the future. Hold 
those memories dear, but 
do not let them consume 
you. 


Cancer & The surreal 
can make more sense than 
the real sometimes, espe- 
cially when you allow 
yourself to dream. 


Leo & You've accom- 
plished so much, yet the 
only praise you'll accept 
comes from others. You're 
allowed to feel pride for 
your victories. 


Virgo @ You want to land 
the big finish, but finding 
satisfaction in a finished 
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product is difficult when 
you're too caught up in the 
minute details. 


Libra © With each new 
phase of the moon you 
become more convinced of 
the narrative you've spun. 
But believing something 
does not make it true. 


Scorpio if Unfinished 
products can be burden- 
some, but a completed 
project that lacks heart can 
be just as dissatisfying. 
Forgive yourself for both. 


Sagittarius [9 There is 
magic in your smile and 
Spirit in your footsteps. Let 
your head float into the 
clouds if you prefer the 
view. 


Capricorn & You're 
already searching for your 
next adventure when you 
haven't even finished the 
one you're on. Focus. 


Aquarius £A stam- 
pede is hard to run from, 
especially when it’s one of 
your own making. If only 
you could imagine your 
way out of this. 


Pisces [© What you put 
out into the world comes 
will find its way back, and, 
if you're not careful, this 
negativity will catch up to 
you sooner rather than 
later. 


PUT A QUARTER IN THE 


=>) Spotify PLAYLIST 
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By The ALABAMIAN STAFF 


“Take it Off” - Kesha 

A bop with a beat that keeps you moving 
like all Kesha songs tend to do. This is what 
they play at werewolf raves 


“Casual Affair” — Panic! at the Disco 
This song is what you would play in the 
background if you ever made a movie about 
two vampires who have been denying their 

love for each other over the years. 


“Batman, Wolfman, Frankenstein Or 

Dracula” — The Diamonds 

If you enjoy a vintage tune every now and 
then, this one is sure to be a seasonal favor- 
ite. A little cute and a little kooky, the lyrics 
to this song describe a woman with a chilling 
tia aml -aP 


“Funhouse” — P!nk 
Here’s to a Halloween filled with haunted 
houses, evil clowns and mid-2000s pop-rock. 


A GHOSTLY TALE FOR HALLOWE’EN 1otp sy miss CONDI CUNNINGHAM WITH ARTWORK BY LAURA DEROCHER 


“Dearly Departed” — Shakey Graves 

ft. Esme Patterson) 

Wonderfully appropriate band name 
aside, this song has a catchy beat that is 
perfect for exorcising any spirits that may 
be lurking in your area and a chorus that will 
be stuck in your head beyond the grave. 


“Aliens Exist” - Blink-182 

Who knows when Aliens will make first 
contact with earth - or maybe they already 
have? Either way, this song is a perfect back- 
ground track to listen to while you make 
your tin foil hats and prepare for a “War of 
the Worlds”-like encounter. 


“My Type” - Saint Motel 

This poppy brass number is an anthem 
for creatures of the night that aren't picky 
about who their next victim will be. The 
narrator's taste is pretty non-specific: as 
long as you have a beating heart, you'll do 
eC aes 


The living residents of my dormitory} But the true source of my panic is 


often say that they are able to hear 
my cries of pain at night... 


the numerous mirrors that have 
been added to the hall over time. 


reflection. 





apparition, and let out a scream 
before I can remember it’s my own 


SPOOK-BOX 


“Gimme! Gimme! Gimme! (A Man After 

Midnight)” - ABBA 

It might be the urgency of the beat, or the 
hour of night this song is dedicated to, but 
something about this tune is spookier than 
ABBA may have intended it to be. 


“Werewolves of London” - 

Warren Zevon 

It’s not every day that you encounter a 
werewolf out on the town -- that is, unless 
your name is Warren Zevon. 


“The Devil Went Down to Georgia” - 

The Charlie Daniels Band 

There’s nothing better for Halloween than 
an epic fiddle battle between the forces 
of good and the Devil himself. Would you 
wager your soul for Lucifer’s golden fiddle? 
The narrator sure thinks he’s up to the task. 
This song is like if Halloween and Bluegrass 
music had a baby. 





Submit your 
comics to 
alabamian@ 
montevallo. 


edu fora 
chance to be 
featured in our 
next issue! 
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season’s first home games 


By REANNA PIPES 
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(Lett) #11 Kiya Sain kicks the ball out to #24 Cheyenne Cunningham. (Right) #2 Savannah Lee sinks the free throw. Photos by Reanna Pipes 


Basketball season has arrived 
and the Montevallo Women’s 
team started off the weekend by 
dominating the court in back- 
to-back games. The Montevallo 
Falcons had their first home game 
of the season on Friday, Nov. 9. 
They played the visiting team 
from Spring Hill College. 

Spring Hill took the lead 
during the first quarter with a five- 
point lead at a score of 24 — 19. 
The Falcons soon caught up, and 
by halftime, they were in the lead 
at 43 — 36. The final quarter, in 
particular, was filled with multiple 
turnovers and fouls from both 
teams. The final score of the night 
was 87 — 76 with the Falcons win- 
ning their first home game. 

The starters for the Falcons 
were Savannah Lee, #2, Nautika 


Philpot, #10, Kiya Sain, #11, 
Cheyenne Cunningham, #24, and 
Aaliyah Rice, #34. Philpot was 
a notable player, who scored 24 
points as well as Lee, who scored 
19 points. Kourtnie Smith, #12, 
got many of the rebounds as well. 
The Falcons worked well to- 
gether when executing their plays, 
showing a lot of teamwork skills. 
It was a strong start to the begin- 
ning of the season, which con- 
tinued on the next day. At 4 p.m. 
of Saturday, Nov. 10, Montevallo 
played on their home court once 
more against Tuskegee University. 
Early into the first quarter, #24 
of the Tuskegee team, Ashiana 
Jackson, was injured. She re- 
mained on the court for a couple 
of minutes before she could stand 
with some assistance. It was a leg 


injury, and she was unable to play 
for the duration of the game. After 
receiving care, as well as crutches 
and a brace, she was able to sit 
with her team and watch the 
remainder of the game. 

By halftime, the Falcons were 
winning at 31 — 26. Tuskegee had 
a 2-point lead over Montevallo at 
the end of the third quarter. With 
the score so close it made the 
last quarter a nail-biter. Tuskegee 
pulled ahead by one point near 
the last 30 seconds at 51 — 60. 

Number 2 for Tuskegee was 
fouled, making both free throws, 
giving them a 3-point lead with 
the odds very much against 
Montevallo in the last 17 seconds. 
Number 33 for Montevallo, 
Rachel Baker, came in with a 


3-pointer, tying the game up. The 


game went into overtime with the 
score tied at 62 - 62. 

The overtime tip-off went to 
Tuskegee, who quickly landed a 
two-pointer, putting them in the 
lead. Philpot secured two points, 
again tying the score at 64. Philpot 
was then fouled and made one of 
the free throws, putting Monteval- 
lo back in the lead. Again, Philpot 
took it to the hoop, gaining 
another two points. Number 21 
for Tuskegee was fouled and made 
one of the shots. Number 33 for 
the Falcons, Rachel Baker, was 
fouled and made both free throws. 

The extra five minutes added 
to the game definitely kept the au- 
dience on the edge of their seats, 
some for the entirety of overtime. 
The final score of the game was 71 
— 65 with Montevallo taking the 


reign supreme in basketball 





win, but it was not an easy one. 

The win is undoubtedly owed 
to Baker, who made a three-point- 
er that pushed the game into 
overtime. Montevallo and Tuske- 
gee both should have interesting 
seasons in front of them. 

It was an eventful and success- 
ful weekend for the Women’s Bas- 
ketball team, and they have shown 
a promising start for the season. 
Because it is so early in the season, 
Montevallo is in a four-way tie 
for fourth place in the Gulf South 
Conference. If the team continues 
to play as well as they did at the 
first two games, they could very 
well earn the top spot. 


UM Alumna Tahauny Cleghorn returns for “Carrie” 


By COLTON CROWE 


While thinking about which 
line of dialogue she says and which 
stage direction she goes to next, 
Tahauny Cleghorn, dressed in fit- 
ness-style clothing appropriate for 
a long and tiring rehearsal, runs 
a scene with fellow cast member 
Robin Stevens, as director David 
Callaghan looks on from the audi- 
ence’s perspective. 

A 2017 musical theater grad- 
uate from Cullman, Alabama, 
Cleghorn is a guest artist in the 
University of Montevallo’s Theatre 
Department's upcoming produc- 
tion “Carrie: The Musical.” 

The production opens Nov. 15 
in the Reynolds Theatre. 

“Being able to put into practice 
the things that I learned in my 
time at UM has been eye-opening, 
to say the least, and I hope that by 
being part of Carrie I can pass on 
some of the things I’ve learned and 
help the current students,” said 
Cleghorn. 

The musical is based on the 
1976 horror film “Carrie,” which 
was nominated for two Academy 


Awards and a Golden Globe. 


INSIDE 


The show tells the story of a 
teenage girl with supernatural 
powers and her struggle between 
her high school reputation and the 
expectations of her controlling and 
religious mother. 

Cleghorn plays the role of Car- 
ries mother, Margaret White. 

“Our music director and I 
thought she would bring some 
very interesting qualities to 
the role, and sing it well,” said 
Callaghan. “It’s very demanding 
vocally.” 

Like most students at UM, 
Cleghorn, 25, found a second 
home on campus. 

“The thing that truly made 
UM feel like home was the theater 
department's faculty and staff,” 
said Cleghorn. “They poured so 
much into me and helped me 
grow past my weaknesses that 
they, in large part, helped shape 
me as an artist.” 

Tahauny, whose name holds 
various meanings in different 
Native American languages such 
as “Little Eagle” and “Little 
Princess,” also plays Wendy in 
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Birmingham Children’s Theatre's 
current production of “Peter Pan,” 
which runs through Dec. 15. 

Cleghorn’s first exposure to 
performing arts came when she 
was just 6 years old and she has 
been performing in both commu- 
nity and professional theaters ever 
since. 

“The first show that I ever 
saw was a community produc- 
tion of “Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat” in my 
hometown,” said Cleghorn. “The 
score and the VHS starring Donny 
Osmond were played on repeat in 
my house and my siblings and I 
knew every word.” 

After matriculating at UM, 
she earned numerous theater 
credits including “The Rocky 
Horror Show” and “Heathers: The 
Musical.” 

Callaghan looks forward to 
seeing Cleghorn perform at UM 
again. 

“Tahauny has always had a 
great professional work ethic, but 
as artists, more experience and 
life experience always inform our 
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ability to tackle a complex show in 
various ways, he said. 

With that experience, some 
characters are more challenging to 
develop than others. 

Cleghorn said this particular 
role is one of the hardest she has 
ever played. 

“It’s such a heavy role and it’s 
so different from anything I’ve 
ever done as an actor that it’s taken 
a lot of emotional availability and 
vulnerability, which doesn’t come 
easily to me,” said Cleghorn. 

Cleghorn’s fellow cast members 
said her portrayal of the character 
has inspired them as performers. 

Cadley Jackson, from Gunt- 
ersville, Alabama, plays Sue in the 
production and said Cleghorn’s 
performance of Margaret White 
allows her to empathize with the 
character even when it is someone 
who people want to hate. 

“Her raw vulnerability makes 
you want to be on her side, even 
though the decisions Margaret 
makes are pretty severe, said Jack- 
son, a fourth-year theater major. 

Other cast members said their 
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performance abilities have been 
strengthened just from working 
with Cleghorn. 

Senior theater major Robin 
Stevens, plays Cleghorn’s daughter, 
Carrie, and said they have learned 
a lot from working with Cleghorn. 

“Listening to her has inspired 
me to focus on improving some 
of my weaker spots because I’d 
love to sound as strong as she does 
someday,” said Stevens. 

Students in the production also 
said they are glad to see a recent 
UM alum come full circle as a 
guest artist. 

Nate Blakely, a third-year the- 
ater major, is an ensemble member 
in the production and said he 
thinks bringing back Cleghorn 
as a guest artist has positively im- 
proved the dynamics of the cast. 

“T love that we can have anoth- 
er member from the UM theater 
family join the cast that has been 
through this experience before,” 
said Blakely. “It not only inspires 
me but the entire cast.” 





Viewpoints 


Page 2 








Taking a stand: America Is transgender 


By CALEB JONES, Assistant managing editor 


A leaked memo recently 
obtained by the New York 
Times revealed that the Trump 
administration is considering 
a move that would define 
“transgender” out of existence. 

The memo showed that the 
Department of Health and 
Human Services wanted to change 
the definition of gender to an 
extremely narrow definition of “a 
person’s status as male or female 
based on immutable biological 
traits identifiable by or before 
birth,” and also stated that “the sex 
listed on a person’s birth certificate 
as originally issued shall constitute 
definitive proof of a person’s sex 
unless rebutted by reliable genetic 
evidence.” 

According to the memo, 
they are trying to establish this 
new definition under Title [X of 
the federal Civil Rights Act of 
1964 that bans discrimination 
in education programs. Earlier 
decisions by the Obama 
administration loosened the 
definition of gender in federal 
programs such as healthcare and 


Carly Rae 


By MERCURY SAPP 


Carly Rae Jepsen recently came 
out with a new single called “Party 
for One,” which is an absolute 
bop. It’s a wonderful song, full 
of messages about self-love and 
taking some time for yourself. The 
music video is a little risqué at 
parts, but it’s nothing too scandal- 
ous and it’s actually a very sweet 
video detailing the different ways 
people practice self-care. Overall, 
“Party for One” is incredible, but 
more likely than not it’s going to 
meet little mainstream commercial 
success. Why is that, exactly? 

Well, first of all, I imagine 
most people only know Jepsen 
from her 2011 hit single “Call Me 
Maybe.” This in itself is a hint to- 
ward the lack of hype for her new 
music, because while her song was 
wildly popular in 2011, going on 
to earn her some awards and duets 
with other popular musicians like 
Owl City, it was also, like most 
popular singles, overplayed. 

Everywhere people went there 
was Jepsen singing her catchy tune 
about phone numbers. Naturally, 
this got a little annoying for some. 
Parodies of the song went buck- 


education and largely recognized 
gender as an individual’s choice, 

rather than what was assigned at 
birth. 

This proposition of effectively 
erasing the identity of trans people 
is appalling and would most likely 
result in numerous problems for 
the transgender community, as it 
would essentially exclude them 
from civil rights protections and 
undo Obama-era policies that 
recognized gender identity in areas 
such as schools, prisons, homeless 
shelters and healthcare. 

The proposition is also 
extremely dangerous to trans 
people, as it emboldens bigots 
to justify discriminating against 
them. American history shows 
an undeniable trend of the forces 
in power either trying to alter, or 
in this case erase the identities of 
groups who dont fit in the norms 
of a straight, white, Christian 
society, and the president has 
demonstrated time and again that 
he has no problem contributing to 
this trend. 


wild, and some latched onto these 
in an effort to stave off the pain of 
listening to the original in public. 
By the time “Call Me Maybe” was 
finally fading into obscurity, the 
general consensus was that no one 
really wanted to check out what 
else the artist was capable of, pre- 
ferring to forget about her entirely. 

I can’t really say this was a 
mistake on the part of the public, 
because music taste varies from 
person to person, and it’s unfair 
to say that if people had just given 
her another chance, they would’ve 
completely forgotten the pains of 
having to listen to “Call Me May- 
be” over and over again. But also, 
they should've given her another 
chance. 

Jepsen’s music is phenomenal. I 
dont say that lightly, either. Maybe 
she doesn’t have extremely deep 
lyrics or clever marketing schemes, 
but I can’t think of any other artist 
that makes songs that are just 
so fun to listen to. Her music is 
powerful in that it makes me want 
to dance no matter where I am or 
what mood I’m in. The instrumen- 
tals are absolutely breathtaking, 


Although this hatred and 
downright ignorance by no means 
started with him, he constantly 
propagates it with many of his 
words and actions. His rhetoric 
and decisions often incite violence 
and hate toward groups who are 
merely trying to exist in peace. 
First it was calling immigrants 
“animals” and “criminals.” Then 
it was labeling peaceful black 
protesters as “sons of bitches.” 
Now he’s taking it a step further 
and trying to erase transgender 
identity all together. 

This is an incredibly scary time 
for the transgender community. 
They have become another 
example of a group just trying to 
live, but are facing attacks on their 
right to exist by the president of 
all people. 

‘Trans people are people, and 
they don't deserve to be erased 
by those who are too narrow- 
minded to accept the existence of 
something they don’t necessarily 
agree with. They don't deserve 
to have old fashioned, pseudo- 
religious ideals determine how 


80s synth-pop with a modern 
twist eliciting a feeling of pure joy. 
It’s feel-good music at its purest. 

And yet, Jepsen is virtually 
non-existent outside a cult follow- 
ing. Even though she’s an incred- 
ibly talented artist, with her 2015 
album “E-MO-TION?” receiving 
critical acclaim, she’s nowhere 
near chart topping level in the 
general public’s conscience. Most 
people aren't even aware she’s still 
making music. Even I didn’t know 
about her until a year ago, and my 
friends can attest to the fact that 
Iam downright annoying about 
how much I love her. In fact, 
there's only one place where she’s 
got really any presence whatsoever, 
and that’s the internet. 

Let me just say looking Jepsen 
up on any sort of social media 
site is a treat. Along with the 
typical comments expected of any 
celebrity's posts, there are quite a 
few ones that can be found on just 
about everything she posts. 

“Queen of Everything” is 
Jepsen’s nickname to her fans, 
because to them, she really is. She 
can post a picture of her wearing 


A Thanksgiving reflection 


By HARRISON NEVILLE 


“Im not a fan of Thanksgiving 
because it’s a racist holiday.” 

The first time I ever heard an 
opinion like this one was at Mon- 
tevallo, and up until then, I had 
never really considered Thanksgiv- 
ing a controversial holiday. 

There is nothing wrong with 
the spirit of gladness that sur- 
rounds Thanksgiving, and most 
cultures celebrate some form of 
an annual harvest festival. The 
problem with the Thanksgiving 
tradition lies entirely in that little 
story about the pilgrims and na- 
tives: a story that allows people to 
ignore what actually happened. 

Going through elementary 
school I participated in the same 
ritualistic Thanksgiving acts 
that I expect most of my readers 
went through. I dressed up like a 
pilgrim or Native American and 
learned from picture books about 
how Squanto was the Pilgrims’ 
best friend. It was only later that I 
found it strange that Thanksgiving 
painted such a rosy picture when 
most of history showed Europeans 
who came to the continent either 
killed, enslaved or swindled the 
natives for their own profit. 

I’m not a history major, and 
I wont claim to be an expert on 
what exactly happened on that 
day, but looking back at the way 
that I remember learning about 


Thanksgiving, the holiday had a 


magical quality to it. For one day, 
apparently, everyone put aside 
their differences, the pilgrims 
invited their “savage” neighbors 
to dine with them and it was all 
hunky-dory. 

Then shortly after that it all 
went sideways. 

In 1675, around 50 years after 
the date of the proposed “first 
Thanksgiving,” a war broke out 
between the New England colonist 
and the Wampanoag tribe, the 
same tribe that had aided the 
pilgrims. 

Here are the facts, cold and 
unrelenting: before the U.S. was 
formed European settlers engaged 
in genocide against the native 
populace, and after the U.S. was 
formed, Americans continued that 
genocide. Most Americans don't 
want to admit that the U.S. never 
actually stopped killing off Native 
Americans. After the govern- 
ment graciously allowed Native 
Americans to live on the land 
that no else wanted, they decided 
to “help” them in the 1800s by 
creating boarding schools designed 
to assimilate Native Americans 
into European-American culture. 
To put it in layman’s terms, they 
werent considered appropriate for 
the culture and needed to change 
to be a part of it. 

These boarding schools were 
part of an attempt to erase Native 


American culture, thus killing it 
off, but a far less subtle method 
were the Native American reserva- 
tions. On these reservations, the 
people live in poverty. An article 
in The Atlantic put it this way: 
“This is the grinding poverty on 
some of America’s Indian reser- 
vations, many of which resemble 
nothing so much as small third- 
world countries in the middle of 
the wealthiest nation on earth.” 

Now, as bad as all of this is, it 
doesn't necessarily seem to have 
an immediate connection to the 
first Thanksgiving. But there is 
one. When the Pilgrims settled in 
Plymouth, they became the first 
permanent settlers in the New En- 
gland area, something that never 
would have happened without aid 
from the Wampanoag tribe whom 
a generation later the colonist 
almost wiped out. 

The story of the first Thanks- 
giving is meant to show the way 
that the colonists thrived after 
all of their struggles and how 
the two groups’ friendship saved 
the Pilgrims, but it could also be 
said that the story shows how the 
natives saved their enemy. And 
history itself shows the thanks that 
they got for it. 

The sad truth is that ignoring 
past atrocities committed against 
people and groups is an American 
tradition. 


they live their lives, especially in a 
country where religious sentiment 
should have no place in political 
decisions. 

Americans and people in 
general, tend to get hyper 
focused on identifying what is 
different and proclaiming it to be 
inherently wrong, or abnormal. 
But the truth of the matter is 
that there is no such thing as 
abnormal, because there is no such 
thing as normal. People merely 
exist as they are in a world where 
everyone is unique in some way or 
another. 

America is supposed to be a 
place that embodies everyone's 
rights to be themselves. “The 
Declaration of Independence” 
describes the three unalienable 
rights that we all share, stating 
that the government is supposed 
to protect the rights to life, liberty 
and the pursuit of happiness. For 
the Trump Administration to 
propose erasing the transgender 
community is to make a mockery 
and hypocrisy of those beautiful 
words. 


Jepsen: Not a one-hit wonder 


just about anything and some 
fans will comment “Queen of Red 
Nails!” And no, I’m not exagger- 
ating. I looked this up. People on 
the internet are crazy for Jepsen. 
So why is it that she has such a 
pronounced internet presence but 
virtually none in real life? 

Personally, I think it’s because 
the internet is so far removed from 
commercial culture that lesser 
known stars like Jepsen can gain 
traction through it. Outside of the 
internet, one person cant spread 
a musician's work easily. But on 
the internet, many people found 
Jepsen’s music through the jazzy 
saxophone intro of “Run Away 
with Me” that was played in tons 
of vines. 

If you think my shameless pro- 
motion of Jepsen is annoying in 
this article, be grateful you don't 
know me in real life. Unless you 
do—in which case I’m sorry. But 
I wont stop trying to spread her 
music to as many people as I can, 
because she deserves it. 


No one likes to talk about slav- 
ery and racism, internment camps 
for Japanese Americans during 
WWII, the genocide of the natives 
or the exploitation of various 
minority groups. 

But we need to talk about these 
things. 

America may be the land of the 
free, but it was built on the backs 
of slaves and carved out with the 
blood of natives. The history of 
this country is a dark one, and it 
is far past time that we as a nation 
acknowledged that. 

This isn’t about guilt. Guilt 
comes and goes, and nothing 
can be done to balance the scales 
to eliminate it entirely. African 
Americans and Native Americans 
are still struggling from the wrongs 
done to them in the past, and the 
current travesties they face in the 
present. The truth is the oppres- 
sion never stopped, and as long 
this nation refuses to acknowledge 
and accept the wrongs that it has 
committed, then it is impossible 
for the necessary healing process 
to take place. 

So, this Thanksgiving when 
you sit down with your family to 
eat a delicious meal of ham, tur- 
key, mac and cheese, buttered rolls 
and whatever else, be thankful for 
what you have, but don’ forget 
the innocent blood that was shed 
to get it. 


With this proposition, Trump 
has stacked upon the already 
teetering tower of evidence that 
he cares nothing for what America 
truly stands for. He has shown 
once again that his version of 
a “great” America excludes yet 
another entire community of 
people. 

Despite what he and others 
like him choose to believe and 
enforce, America isn't what he 
believes or wants it to be. 

America is trans. America is 
a land of immigrants. America 
is a land of people of every 
color, creed, religion and sexual 
orientation. America is a land 
where people can all come 
together, a place where if we truly 
embrace the idea that there is no 
one normal, then we'll all be able 
to recognize that our differences 
are what make us great. 

If we do that, then Trump 
and people like him will learn 
that they aren't the sole face and 
embodiment of the American 


ideal. 
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through “artivism” gallery 


By JAMIE BROWDER 
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The exhibit was a one-day only event on Nov. 1 lasting trom 12 to 8 p.m. Photo by Jamie Browder 


Montevallo’s chapter of Unite 
for Reproductive and Gender Eq- 
uity (URGE) invited students to 
reconsider previously held beliefs 
regarding abortions and those who 
receive them using a photo gallery 
on Nov. 1. The “artivism” display 
was put on in partnership with the 
1 in 3 Campaign and appropri- 
ately titled “Our abortions. Our 
stories. Our lives.” 

In the Farmer Hall meeting 
room, members of URGE hung 
cards with photos of people and 
their abortion stories from the 
ceiling. The room was dimmed 


and the pictures and narratives 
were lit by decorative strings of 
lights. 

Each card featured a name with 
a photo of the person being show- 
cased with a short narrative about 
their journey involving abortion, 
as well as the name of the photog- 
rapher and why they decided to 
join the 1 in 3 movement. 

“It’s trying to remove that 
really negative stigma that people 
just want to have abortions. It’s 
a really tough decision and it’s 
not something you want to go 
through,” said the creative director 


for URGE, Sierra Bobo, a 20-year- 
old environmental studies junior 
from Tuscaloosa. “Their stories are 
representing how it has positively 
affected their lives.” 

Bobo also explained that it is 
a hard decision, and the vision of 
the 1 in 3 Campaign is to advertise 
the importance of having the right 
to make that choice. The move- 
ment also emphasizes providing 
tools to the community so they 
can have a platform to be heard. 

Many of the pictures on display 
showed people of all different 


walks of life, with varying races, 


URGE shares abortion testimonials 


ages and genders represented. 

“I am able to be visible and 
bring attention to the fact that 
people other than women have 
abortions. I want other trans 
people to be able to see them- 
selves in the reproductive justice 
movement. I also feel like every 
time I tell my story I take a little 
bit of power back for myself,” said 
a card entitled “Cazembe” by Ose 
Arheghan. 


“For decades I lived in a cruel 


kind of inner solitary confinement. 


I had two abortions in my teens 
that saved my life and my future, 


but I was frightened into silent 
isolation for decades by endless 
messages of shame in society,” one 
of the cards read that was entitled 
“Karen” by Robin Rayne. 

URGE is a nonprofit group 
and UM's chapter has been active 
for two years. The organization has 
hosted events in the past month to 
raise awareness about voting no on 
Amendment 2 and others revolv- 
ing around the destigmatization 
of abortion such as an Abortion 
Positive Tour. 

“We are very open, anybody 
can come talk to us. Anybody can 
find out what we are about. We are 
not trying to shove it in people’s 
faces, we are trying to destigmatize 
a medical procedure that is a tough 
decision that people have to make 
all of the time,” said co-president 
of URGE, Madison Friley, a 
20-year-old communication stud- 
ies junior from Talladega. 

Next semester URGE is look- 
ing forward to trying to imple- 
ment free placement of menstrual 
products in all of UM's residence 
halls. 

“Normal social justice issues 
can all fall under reproductive 
justice, and that’s something we 
always fight for. It’s not just abor- 
tion issues, and it’s not just birth 
control. It’s everything that can 
help somebody, that’s what we like 
to do,” said Friley. 


Submit your news tips to alabamian@montevallo.edu 





Burgeoning 
non-profit takes 
centerstage at 
campus talent show 


By JAMIE BROWDER and JAMIE HAAS, Editor-in-chief 


On Thursday, Nov. 6, Palmer 
Hall was filled with music and 
spoken word poetry as up-and- 
coming charitable organization 
Tendo Ministries hosted their first 
talent show. 

According to the group's 
mission statement found on their 
website, “Tendo Ministries stands 
to connect the children of Uganda 
with resources of hope, education 
and abundant life through sus- 
tainability projects and by making 
disciples of all nations.” 

Admission to the talent show 
was $1, and founder Mika Thorn- 
ton, a senior communication stud- 
ies major and Calera native, said 
the money raised will go toward 
supporting children living in an 
orphanage in Jinja, Uganda. 

Raina Verser took home first 
place with her original slam poetry 
pieces “Sunsets for Alex” and 
“Syllogism.” 

“Honestly, I was nervous the 
whole time,” said Verser. “I was 
a nervous wreck in the few days 
leading up to this, but it feels good 
to share my love of poetry with 
other people.” 

Cameron Taylor took second 
place with a hip-hop dance perfor- 
mance. 

Other performers included 
Mackenzie Mccreless, who sang 
a cover of “House of the Rising 
Sun,” Caitlin Smith, who sang 
Journey's “ 
Lavaun Thompson, who per- 


Dont Stop Believing,” 


formed a choreographed dance, 
Marley Hall who sang “Safer” 
from a musical called “First Date,” 
and Katie Ozley, who performed 
original poetry. 


The show was emceed by Jon- 
athan Everheart, a musical theater 
major from Huntsville, who stated 
that he believed every performer 
was very talented. 

“It should have all been a tie,” 
said Everheart. 

Thornton founded Tendo 
Ministries in December of 2017, 
following a 10-week mission trip 
that she described as both hum- 
bling and inspiring. 

“There is a little girl in Uganda 
that I met about two years ago 
who inspired the entire organiza- 
tion, and her name is Tendo,” said 
Thornton. “I had the opportunity 
to meet and get to know people 
from local villages, so I wasn't just 
working in [industrialized] areas. 
That’s how I met Tendo. She was 
living in a mud hut in a village 
deep in Jinja.” 

The talent show garnered 
approximately $50 of funding, 
which the organization intends 
to put toward the construction of 
a chicken coop in Jinja, just one 
part of a five-year sustainability 
plan. 

According to Thornton, not 
only will raising chickens provide 
the Jinja residents with food, but 
also jumpstart the town’s contri- 
butions to the local economy and 
give the children the opportunity 
to learn a lifelong skill. 

Independent from the talent 
show, Tendo Ministries also re- 
ceived a game-changing donation 
of $800 from Pates Chapel Baptist 
Chugen, 

Currently a pre-non-profit 
organization, Tendo Ministries 
anticipates receiving its official 
designation in March 2019. 
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“Overwatch” expands 
by adding new hero 


By LAURA DEROCHER 
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Ashe, a sharp-shooting cowgirl, is the 29th hero added to the “Overwatch” roster. Photo courtesy of Blizzard Entertainment. 


Last week, Blizzard Enter- 
tainment’s popular video game 
“Overwatch” introduced its 29th 
playable character, a wild west 
outlaw named Ashe, with a video 
trailer and an eight-minute video 
short. 

She was released for play on the 
Public Test Realm on Nov. 5, but 
her official release date for actual 
gameplay is unknown at this time. 

Ashe is classified as a dam- 
age-type hero, meaning that her 
primary purpose within the game 
is to attack the opposing team— 
primarily with a rifle, but she is 
also able to throw dynamite or call 





By KATY BARNES 


I am a chronic procrastinator. 

I just am. Many times, I sit down 
to work on something important 
and then ten minutes later I’m on 
my phone playing some app or 
another. In an attempt to combat 
this, I downloaded an app called 
“Habatica.” 

As the app starts, the user is 
prompted to create an account 
and then an avatar. It’s a really cute 
process as they offer a nice amount 
of customization while also 
retaining a nice 8-bit aesthetic. 
Then you can start inputting the 
things you need to work on. ‘The 
app separates these tasks into three 
sections: habits, dailies and to-dos. 

Habits have the least severe 
consequences if you forget about 
them as you manually have to tell 
the app that you forgot. I find 


this section is the best place to 


Horoscopes 


By JASMINE BAXTER 





Aries i You often be- 
come lost in your own 
intensity. Self-care will 
become indispensable in 
the next few days. 





SNOW ANGEL sy LAURA DEROCHER 


in her assistant, B.O.B., who is 
one of the game's robots referred 
to as omnics. While B.O.B. is not 
technically listed as a hero, he does 
function as an additional team 
player within the game. 

When “Overwatch” was first 
released in 2016, it included 21 
playable characters, with a wide 
variety of nationalities, aesthetics 
and abilities. The characters also 
have numerous alternate designs, 
or skins, often themed around 
holidays or other special events, 
which are usually obtained by 
opening lootboxes. 

Some skins are simply differ- 


put things that are less important 
to me, but still things I should 
do. Mine included things like 
“respond to texts,” “drink water,” 
“check agenda’ and “study.” 
Dailies are basically habits 
2.0. This is the section where 
they expect you to put the things 
you need to do every single day. 
The tasks I have in this category 
are “French homework,” “check 
Habatica” and “charge laptop.” 
‘These are the ones with the most 
severe consequence — if you 
forget to do these you lose health. 
Admittedly it’s not a lot of health, 
but because it’s difficult to regain 
lost health it can be damaging. 
The last category is tasks. 
These are one-off activities that 
you need to keep track of. Mine 
include “French project” and 
“write article.” For these tasks you 


Taurus &i This week may 
leave your ego feeling 
bruised. Choose your 
battles wisely; everything 
will pay off in the long run. 


Gemini & You may feel 
like giving up, but your 
story isn’t over just yet. 
Draw strength from your 
community. 


Cancer & You've been 
fighting the world for too 
long. Consider taking time 
to do something for your- 
self today. 





ent costumes for the characters, 
but others are given more specific 
stories, like the 2016 Halloween 
costume skins which were featured 
in a short comic. The release of 
new skins every few months is one 
of the elements that makes, and, 
more importantly, keeps, “Over- 
watch” so popular. 

New designs for the first char- 
acters arent the only addition the 
game makes, though. The game’s 
other eight characters, released 
over the past two years, vary even 
more, including everything from 
hackers to hamsters. 

Even though there’s such a 


App spotlight: Habatica 


can set deadlines and reminders to 
do them, but if you don’t there's 
no consequence and the reward is 
about the same as doing a Habit 
or a Daily. 

Whenever you check off an 
assignment, you boost stats like 
experience, mana and coins; 
depending on the task’s difficulty, 
you get a reward too. Whenever 
you fail at one of these tasks, you 
take damage and lose mana. If you 
completely run out of health, you 
lose a level and have to regain all 
the XP that you had been saving. 
You also lose a random piece 
of equipment and all your gold 
points. That being said, it’s very 
rare to fall to zero health as there is 
a feature where you can check into 
“The Inn” and not lose health no 
matter how many dailies you miss. 

The last feature, and the main 


Leo & The week may start 
out hectic, but remember 
you have everything you 
need. It’s in your nature to 
be in control. 


Virgo f You might be 
feeling lost right now. Keep 
in mind that many trailblaz- 
ers had winding journeys as 
well. 


Libra & Goals that once 
seemed unattainable are 
now within your reach. 
Don't forget to celebrate 
even the small victories. 


narrative 


wide array of character types, they 
all connect to the game’s main 
narrative and its original team in 
some way. Many of the characters 
released after the first 21 are relat- 
ed to them, or played some sort of 
significant role in their pasts. 

For example, the new char- 
acter Ashe has been suggested to 
have some sort of past connection 
to “Overwatch’s” first west- 
ern-themed hero, McCree, but the 
nature of the relationship remains 
largely unknown for now and will 
probably be explored further in 
future comics or videos. 

Establishing links between the 
heroes allows the addition of the 
new characters to both keep the 
game fresh by introducing differ- 
ent gameplay styles and stories, 
and to add more dimension to its 
world by expanding on the back- 
stories of the older characters. 

Additionally, the larger-than- 
life themes of “Overwatch’s” 
characters and the animated shorts 
and comics released alongside 
them allow people to engage with 
a storyline without having to play 
straight through an entirely narra- 
tive-based game. 

While “Overwatch’s” gameplay 
and storyline are not entirely sep- 
arable, players are able to choose 


draw of the app, is the account- 
ability feature where you can join 
Guilds, take on challenges and 
join parties with your friends. 
There is a plethora of guilds to 
join and their purpose is to set 
goals that you and a group of oth- 
ers can work toward together. 

One major issue I have with 
the app is it’s incredibly easy to 
cheat. As someone who holds my 
stats in high regard, sometimes I 
struggled with filling everything 
out accurately. Additionally, the 
app doesn’t remind you of the 
things you need to do aside from 
“Check off your dailies,” which 
isnt enough for me. 

Overall, it’s a fine app for 
keeping track of trivial things, but 
if youre like me, a forgetful pro- 
crastinator, then it’s not exactly the 
solution I thought it would be. 


Scorpio i You often 
underestimate what you 
have to offer. Remember 
that you have a gift for 
inspiring everyone, includ- 
ing yourself. 


Sagittarius [© You 
might be feeling confused 
or hopeless, but trust your 
intuition. Things will work 
out in the end. 


Capricorn & This week 
could leave you more 
vulnerable than normal. 





how much or how little of the ad- 
ditional story content they want to 
consume. Generally, though, most 
people welcome the opportunity 
to learn as much as they can about 
their favorite characters. 

“Overwatch’ isn't the only 
game that’s taking advantage of 
gradual expansions. Today, most 
video games are connected to 
the internet, and allow players to 
obtain new items or characters 
through updates or purchases. 

The Nintendo switch game 
“Arms” was initially released with 
ten playable characters, and since 
then an additional five have been 
added to its roster through various 
updates. While the “Arms” char- 
acters dont really share the depth 
and interaction of the “Over- 
watch’ characters, they do provide 
a variety of personalities and abil- 
ities to appeal to many different 
players, and there’s a possibility of 
even more in the future. 

Other games that allow players 
to customize their own characters 
also often introduce new items, 
such as outfits or weapons, to help 
players make characters their own. 
The expansion the internet has 
allowed is continually bringing 
video games closer to truly having 
something for everyone. 


Get social 


Fight monsters 


Keep your goals on track with help from your 
friends. Support each other in life and in 
battle as you improve together! 


Let's start! 


Bear in mind that you are 
only human, and this too 
will pass. 


Aquarius & You might 
be searching for a greater 
purpose. Let your passions 
guide you to it. 


Pisces [J Fear may play 
a large role in your life right 
now, but avoid nurturing it. 
Devote time only to 
thoughts that make you 
feel good. 
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SGA hosts town hall, discusses the 
future of Moe’s at Farmer Hall 


By HARRISON NEVILLE 
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UM students will play a crucial role in determining Moes replacement. Photo courtesy of University Marketing & Communications 


When students return to the 
University following their upcom- 
ing summer break, they will find 
a new restaurant on campus. The 
Moe’s currently located in Farmer 
Hall is being replaced, and, while 
reactions to this news may vary, 
many students are questioning 
what this campus hotspot will be 
replaced with. 

To address these concerns, an 
SGA town hall was held on Nov. 
16 in the Farmer Hall meeting 
room. 

Representatives from dining 
services and Chartwells started 


PROPOSED RESIDENTIAL PLANS 


$1650 $100 Flex $4.10 cost per meal 
$1550 $150 Flex $5.20 cost per meal 
$1450 $150 Flex $7.00 cost per meal 


Unlimited 


15 per week 
Block 200 meals 
10 per week 


off by addressing the reason for 
replacing the Tex-Mex chain, spe- 
cifically citing a lack of patronage. 

They then moved on to ex- 
plain what they were thinking of 
putting in Moe’s place, utilizing a 
“home-brewed method” through 
Chartwells. The options they listed 
were Houston St. Subs; a build-a 
personal pizza place with salads; 
Smoked, a barbecue spot; and, a 
diner that would serve burgers or 
chicken. 

“With an internal concept we 
have flexibility,” said the Chart- 


wells representative. 


There is a plan to debut a 
small selection of sample items 
from each restaurant concept, and 
then set up an online survey for 
the student body to vote on their 
favorite option. They also plan to 
have sample menus available for 
students to look over in the week 
leading up to the survey's launch. 

When asked about the prices 
for the new location, they said 
that “one of the good things about 
an internal concept is that we 
control prices. If we do a national 


brand, then the prices are more 
locked in.” 


$1450 $250 Flex $8.00 cost per meal 


150 meals 
85 meals 
40 meals 


Another question asked by a 
student was whether there would 
be vegan and vegetarian options 
available. ‘The response was that 
there would be vegetarian options, 
but vegan options would be 
limited since the market for them 
is small. 

‘The rep for Chartwells said that 
employment would still remain 
open for students. It was also 
stated that that the current Moe’s 
employees would still have a job 
with the new option. 

Members of SGA raised con- 
cerns over whether the food would 
be “caf food,” and stated that they 
did not deem the quality of the 
food to be that high. 

“If we go with the diner con- 
cept with the chicken and burgers, 
youd be looking at a hand breaded 
chicken tender or a hand-craft- 
ed burger patty that we created 
ourselves, not frozen like what 
we serve in the caf,” stated Jason 
Quarles, the director of dining 
services at UM. 

The new dining option would 
also feature all the current perks 
available at Moe’s, such as online 
orders and a place to leave con- 
cerns online. Several times during 
the town hall, the representatives 
encouraged the audience to pro- 
vide feedback online, stating that 
they looked at and considered all 
the comments they received. 

The shutdown of Moe's is 
planned to occur over the 2019 
summer break. This shutdown 


will also include the removal of 
the sweet shop whose space will be 
incorporated into the new design. 

With the floor open for ques- 
tions, the conversation shifted 
away from the new dining estab- 
lishment in Farmer. 

Students wanted to know if 
there had been any update on 
Domino’s taking flex points. The 
response was that there was cur- 
rently no update. 

In regard to other restaurants 
taking flex, some students may be 
disappointed to learn that Taco 
Bell will not be added to the list, 
but it is possible that El Agave, 
may take flex in the future. 

They also said that they have 
attempted to bring Chick-fil-A 
to Montevallo’s campus, but due 
to the large cut that Chick-fil-A 
would want out of the flex point 
pool, there was no feasible way to 
bring the popular restaurant to 
UM. 

“We could get one here, but 
wed have to give up everything in 
town to do it,” said Quarles. 

Another important point that 
came up was Chartwells’ plan to 
update the current meal plans 
for students. All of the plans are 
subject for approval and could 
change. The reason given for the 
new plans was they are supposed 
to increase the value of the meal 
plans. Several of the old plans 
are slated to be removed as it was 
deemed that they were no longer 
cost effective. 


PROPOSED COMMUTER PLANS 
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One dead, two injured in Thanksgiving shooting 


By JOJO MARKEL 


Two were injured and one 
person is dead after a shooting in 
the Riverchase Galleria in Hoover 
on Thanksgiving night. 

After an altercation between 
21-year-old Emantic Fitzgerald 
Bradford Jr. and another 18-year- 
old shopper, Hoover police shot 
and killed Bradford. Witnesses say 
the shooting started on the Mall’s 
second floor between JC Penney 
and Foot Action between 9:30 and 
10 p.m. 

“With certainty Mr. Bradford 
brandished a gun during the 
seconds following the gunshots, 
which instantly heightened the 
sense of threat to approaching 
police officers responding to the 
chaotic scene,” said Hoover Police 
in a press release. 

Police have since said that 


Bradford likely did not fire his 


INSIDE 


weapon, and that the shooter 
remains at large. 

The increased law enforcement 
for holiday sales meant police off- 
cers were already at the mall when 
the shooting started. The officer 
who shot Bradford is on adminis- 
trative leave. 

Bradford was the son of a 
Birmingham police officer. 

The 18-year-old was shot twice 
and the 12-year-old girl was shot 
in the back. They remain at UAB 
Hospital in Birmingham. 

University of Montevallo 
sophomore Carrigan Smith was 
one of several UM students at the 
mall when the shooting occurred. 
She had just left Mountain High 
Outfitters. 

“We heard a noise, but just 


sprinted away, and there were five 
to eight more gunshots ... there 
were families and teens sprinting 
out over fallen mannequins and 
people screaming. [It was] so 
scary, said Smith. 

Smith was just south of the 
incident near Belk when she first 
heard anything, and correct- 
ly identified that it happened 
upstairs. 

“It seemed really close by. It 
was across the aisle and upstairs, 
but I didn’t see anything because 
we were next to the escalator, and 
it was blocking our view,” 
said Smith. 

UM graduate Alex Lesueur 
was also at the Galleria, but was 
only within earshot of the scene 
and came away with a different 


thought somebody had dropped interpretation. 
something big, until everybody 
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“It didn’t shake me up or scare 
me that bad, and I think that fact 
is upsetting. With how everything 
is lately I always assumed that I or 
someone I know would experience 
something like this,” said Lesueur. 
“T think people need to realize 
that this issue isn’t something that 
needs to be covered and forgotten 
but learned from and prevented.” 

UM senior Dylan Dagnan was 
shopping that night as well and 
said the experience reinforced to 
him how firearms are too danger- 
ous. “I just think guns, outside 
of the hunting aspect of life, are 
completely unnecessary and cause 
more harm than good,” 
said Dagnan. 

Police recovered a handgun 
in Santa’s Village in the mall the 
next morning when the Galleria 
reopened at 6 a.m. It’s unclear if 
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the weapon is related, but they are 
investigating the firearm. 

Body camera footage and other 
available video was immediate- 
ly turned over to the Jefferson 
County Sheriffs Department and 
eventually to the Alabama Law 
Enforcement Agency (ALEA), 
who is now tasked with leading 
the investigation. 

The City of Hoover and its 
police department are working 
with the ALEA and are asking 
the public to provide them “any 
available details that might hasten 
an arrest.” 

If you wish to provide a tip 
anonymously and potentially 
qualify for a cash reward, you may 
contact Crime Stoppers of Metro 


Alabama at 205-254-7777. 
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“Carrie: The Musical” a bloody good show 


By KATY BARNES 





Robin Stevens, a musical theatre and communications studies double major, portrays the 


titular character, Carrie. Photo courtesy of University Marketing & Communications 


Reynolds was packed the 
weekend before Thanksgiving 
break with theater-goers excited to 
see the University of Montevallo’s 
fall musical “Carrie.” The musical 
is based off the Stephen King 
novel of the same name, with 
music by Michael Gore, lyrics 
by Dean Pitchford and book by 
Lawrence D. Cohen. 

The show focuses on the two 
female leads; Carrie White (played 
by Robin Stevens) and Sue Snell 
(played by Kensley Sandlin). 


The girls’ paths are intertwined 
throughout the script, as the story 
is told through Sue’s memories 

of the weeks leading up to prom, 
demanded from her by two 
interrogators. 

As Sue recounts the story of 
what happened leading up to the 
dance, the audience sees the events 
unfold in the opening number 
“In.” This whole-ensemble piece 
does the job of immediately 
sucking the audience into the 
show and showing off the many 


characters that litter the cast. 

You see Sue’s longtime boyfriend 
Tommy Ross (Alex Belli), her best 
friend and key instigator Chris 
Hargenseen (Cadley Jackson) and 
her older boyfriend Billy Nolan 
(Michael Loman). ‘The scene goes 
on to show Carrie getting her first 
period and the other girls mocking 
her over it before Carrie is saved 
by her gym teacher Miss Gardner 
(Kodi-Mae McDearmont.) 

The two storylines split from 
there, with Sue trying to reconcile 
with herself over their bullying 
of Carrie, and Carrie trying to 
reconcile with herself over her 
feelings of being an outcast and 
her newfound telekinetic abilities. 
The rest of the first act is dedicated 
to exploring these two distinct 
worlds — the bright and soft world 
of Sue versus the strict and grey 
world of Carrie. Both plots came 
together with the act one finale 
“Do Me A Favor/I Remember 
How Those Boys Could Dance.” 

The show wastes no time 
in explaining what kind of 
experience it will be, from the 
swelling notes of “Who am I?” to 
the first angry guitar strum, you 
can feel the teenage angst rolling 
off it in waves. 

Where some shows might 
find clichés in these moments, 
this production of “Carrie” 
seemed to find the humanity 
behind the horrors of high 
school life and bring hope to 
these dark moments. A notable 
example of this would be in the 
second number, simply titled 


“Carrie.” Actor Robin Stevens 
brought multiple layers of pride, 
hope and excitement to their 
solo — layers that were highly 
appreciated in what easily could 
be a monosyllabic role. Every 
time Stevens was on stage, I was 
swept away in their performance 
and even when they were on a 
bloody rampage, it was still a joy 
to watch. 

Another performer that found 
nuance in her role was Kensley 
Sandlin as Sue Snell. Her version 
of Sue was not restricted to a 
guilty party, but she was also able 
to find the typical teenager in Sue, 
the one that wanted to ignore 
Carrie instead of make up 
with her. 

‘The set design was an excellent 
complement to the story, as 
it was designed to mimic the 
innerworkings of the mind. 
During a talk-back session after 
Saturday night’s performance, set 
designer Kyle Moore explained 
his thought process behind the 
set, and described how it was 
covered with a mishmash of doors, 
shutters and shelves all designed 
to look like they could be or lead 
anywhere. This was to draw a 
parallel to the fact that the story is 
being relayed to us through Sue’s 
memories, according to Moore. 

I couldn't talk about “Carrie” 
without mentioning the work 
that went into making Carrie's 
telekinesis come to life on stage. It 
was incredible to watch. The mix 
of special effects and choreography 
that went into selling the idea 


Are you contributing to the mental 
health stigma? 


By JASMINE BAXTER 


“I’m not going to try to get 
into the mind of Donald Trump 
because I don't think there’s a lot 
of space there. I think he’s a kook. 
I think he’s crazy. I think he’s 
unfit for office,” said Sen. Lindsey 
Graham, R-S.C. 

This excerpt may be nearing 
two years old, but its impact is 
timeless; using words like “kook” 
and “crazy” to refer to a person 
whose very existence is controver- 
sial reinforces society's overwhelm- 
ingly negative outlook on mental 
health. 

Though it may seem harmless 
and insignificant in the moment, 
our language dictates how we see 
the world and the people living in 
it. More specifically, the mean- 
ings we assign to words, however 
implicit, influence our thoughts, 
feelings and beliefs, and this 
concept is gravely important to 
remember during our discussions 
of mental illness. 

At some point, we have to ac- 
knowledge that our habit of using 
terms that refer to mental health 
conditions to describe ignorant, 
violent, alarming or morally repre- 
hensive behaviors trivializes mental 
illnesses, and it also contributes to 
the stigma that surrounds people 


living with them. 

As senator Graham’s comment 
suggests, this issue encompasses 
more than casual, offhand con- 
versations between acquaintances. 
One of the leading sources of 
public opinion is entertainment 
and news media, which, accord- 
ing to the CNS Drugs Journal, 
frequently provides dramatic and 
distorted images of mental illness- 
es that “emphasize dangerousness, 
criminality and unpredictability.” 

What makes this revelation so 
much more damaging is knowing 
that these images are shaped not 
only by journalists themselves, but 
by the quotes they choose to use 
in their pieces, especially those 
from police, family and communi- 
ty members. 

As reported by the National 
Alliance on Mental Illness, such 
quotes often describe people as 
abnormal; imply that people are 
helpless with little chance of recov- 
ery; use derogatory language like 
“crazy, “deranged,” or “insane;” or 
depict mental illness as the defin- 
ing characteristic of an individual, 
using phrases like “drug addict” or 
“paranoid schizophrenic.” 

These patterns dehumanize and 
“other” people in our commu- 


nities, thereby reflecting the vast 
amount of interpersonal work 
that has to be done before we 
can fully support them. Because 
so many people receive their 
health news from the media, and 
media models public reactions, 
we have unknowingly created a 
culture that impairs self-esteem, 
self-care, help-seeking behaviors, 
medication adherence and overall 
recovery. 

In other words, people are so 
scared to be labeled as “emotion- 
ally disturbed,” “psychotic,” or 
worse that they wont talk about 
their mental health at all. They 
then routinely develop the belief 
that mental illnesses should always 
be handled privately or ignored 
entirely. 

With such little support, 
countless people remain unsure of 
how to handle their own mental 
health difficulties and are even 
more apprehensive about helping 
their friends. 

That being said, this article isn’t 
meant to point fingers; it’s meant 
to invite us to think critically 
about the ways we contribute to 
this stigma, and to openly discuss 
how we can combat this issue. 
Arguably, one of the easiest ways 


This ts Halloween ... Right? 


By EMILY MITCHELL 


I think everyone has at least 
heard of the Tim Burton movie, 
“The Nightmare Before Christ- 
mas.” You know, the one about 
the Skeleton King of Halloween 
Town, Jack Skellington, who steals 
Christmas from Santa Claus and 
tries to make it his own. 

For some of you, it may be one 
of -- if not your favorite -- holiday 
movie. But which holiday? There 
does seem to be a little dispute 
about whether or not this film is a 
Christmas movie or a Halloween 
movie. You can decide for your- 
self, but let me give you some facts 
before you do. 

The first song of the movie is 
called “This Is Halloween.” It fea- 


tures many creepy, crawly cryptids 


and monsters; such as vampires, 
witches, “the one hiding under 
your stairs” and “the one hiding 
under your bed.” ‘The first song 
opens a Halloween movie with a 
Halloween song! 

When people think of Hallow- 
een, odds are they think of this 
song! I know I blasted it on Hal- 
loween every year in high school 
when I would pull in the parking 
lot. It was on at every Halloween 
party I went to. 

Although Jack takes over 
Christmas, it is still a scary Christ- 
mas. He doesn't know how to 
make the gifts the same as “Sandy 
Claws” does, and the end result is 
scarring for the human families. 


“The Nightmare Before Christ- 


mas’ is a movie about monsters 
trying to take over a holiday that 
isn't theirs. To see it in a Hallow- 
een light, the movie is about a 
monster who kidnaps Santa Claus 
to take over Christmas because he 
isn't satisfied with his own holiday, 
but in the end realizes Halloween 
is his true passion. “The Night- 
mare Before Christmas” is a 
Halloween movie. 

I see, however, how one could 
see it as a Christmas movie. The 
word “Christmas” is in the title for 
goodness’ sake. Jack, the Skeleton 
King, discovers Christmas and falls 
in love with it and out of love with 
Halloween. He wants to switch 
things up for a bit is all. 


There are a few Christmas-spir- 


to begin to accomplish this goal is 
to adapt our language. 

This shift can happen in one of 
two ways -- the first is to employ 
people-first language, which em- 
phasizes speaking about the person 
first and their illness second. Some 
examples include simple changes 
like saying “people with mental 
illnesses” instead of “mentally ill 
people,” or saying “they have bi- 
polar disorder” instead of “they’re 
bipolar.” 

The second involves altering 
your language completely and fo- 
cusing on the emotions that you're 
experiencing. This change involves 
swapping phrases like “that drives 
me crazy” to “that irritates me,” 
and “Alabama's weather is bipolar” 
to “Alabama's weather changes 
constantly.” 

These changes may be difficult 
to integrate, but it’s our responsi- 
bility to cultivate a more affirm- 
ing atmosphere that encourages 
people to seek help before it’s too 
late. Many people are living with 
their mental illnesses in silence; 
normalizing their experiences may 
help them move forward. 


ited songs in the movie, but they 
are all kind of creepy and retain 
that Halloween vibe to them. The 
only exception could be “What's 
This,” but even then, it is a skele- 
ton, a Halloween staple, singing a 
song about discovering Christmas 
for the first time. But I digress. If 
you want to view it in a Christmas 
light, the movie is about a “man” 
who falls in love with Christmas 
and goes a little overboard trying 
to celebrate it. 

Tim Burton's “The Nightmare 
Before Christmas,” in my opinion, 
is a Halloween movie. I do see 
how one could view it as a Christ- 
mas movie, but at the end of the 


day ... This is Halloween, right? 


of these mythic powers was 
staggeringly genius. 

Every single mark was hit 
perfectly, whether it was the 
shutters slamming in time with 
Stevens’ arm movements or the 
whole cast convulsing on stage 
in unison. It was the kind of 
perfection that is necessary to 
sell a show like “Carrie.” Not to 
mention the macabre and chaotic 
pigs’ blood scene. ‘The lighting 
and use of fake blood to create a 
truly distressing environment was 
a special kind of brilliant that kept 
my attention long after that 
scene ended. 

Knowing the history behind 
“Carrie: The Musical” (its 
struggles to find an audience 
in years past and the fact it was 
only off-Broadway for a month 
before closing) made me slightly 
hesitant to go see it, but it doesn’t 
have a cult following for nothing. 
Between the music, the technical 
design and the stellar cast it was 
definitely a show I would love to 
see again. 
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Guest columnist: Joey Bunch ‘85 


By JOEY BUNCH 


I pressed the ball of my foot 
against the sole of my black Cole 
Hahns into the depression in the 
bricks by the Tower. Thirty-four 
years disappeared in my mind. 

I was asked to speak that warm 
afternoon in September to future 
Montevallo communication 
graduates, and I felt very proud to 
do that. 

But in that strange instance, 
it was a damp, freezing February 
night in 1984, and I was one of 
the last people to leave the Caf. 
The street lamps put out a foggy 
glow that gave the night the gray 
tint of a black-and-white movie. 
It wasn't a good time for me. I was 
in over my head and my make- 
or-break scholarship was on the 
line. Intramural basketball was 
a bust. I wasn’t making enough 
money from my part-time jobs, 
and the girl I fell in love with in 
September had a new boyfriend 
that wasn't me. And lately my hair 
wasnt looking right. 

My basketball shorts had 
pockets, so I jammed in my fists 
beneath my sweat pants and began 
to trot toward Napier to escape 


Vintage trends are here to stay 


By ARIEL HALL 





Photo by Katie Compton 


I love the 21st century. I love 
Netflix, cheeseburgers and the 
freedom to wear pants and vote. 
That being said, I am an old soul 
with a soft spot for things before 
my time. In the past couple of 
years, even my 16-year-old cousin 
started to embrace the return of 
vinyl records. My excitement has 
only grown with its popularity. 

Most people I know enjoy 
the Polaroids, the scrunchies and 


the cold. I stepped in that dip by 
the Tower and lost my balance. | 
flopped from my waist to the right 
and left like an airborne swordfish 
pirouetting above the deck of a 
boat. I plopped onto the uneven 
bricks and the groaned a sound 
that could come only from both a 
man and a boy. You'll have to trust 
me on that. 

I rolled over and laid there 
just a few seconds, but sometimes 
your mind moves fast on decisions 
when youve hit the bottom. I 
decided instantly it was best that 
I not stay there. I wobbled to my 
feet and wobbled once more to my 
third-floor dorm room: bruised, 
bleeding and resigned. 

It was a painful and memorable 
start to a long journey that led me 
back to the same spot recently, the 
first time back in many years, one 
wobbly step after another. 

I wish that for my fellow 
December graduates this year and 
to all the Montevallo graduates 
who follow them. I wish each of 
you a good hard thump on those 
sharp bricks. You might hate it 


now, but you'll thank me later. 


even jukeboxes for the vintage 


aesthetic. While I also enjoy the 
aesthetic, these things also help me 
enjoy and learn the culture that 
came before me. My parents are 
relatively young, so most of the 
stuff I enjoy now are things they 
enjoyed as teenagers. So, in a way, 
these things are a way to connect 
with them. 

For the same reason I enjoy 
print journalism, I also enjoy 


What I learned in that instance 
that’s carried me since is that you 
just can’t lay there and freeze. 
Whatever the setback is, get up 
and go on. Every step is one 
step farther away from your last 
humiliation. Shame is a dog that 
will die under your porch, if you 
let it, so just keep moving. 

Success, whatever your 
definition, is as simple as that. 
Every time you trip and fall, you'll 
be that much better at getting 
up and going on the next time. 
Embrace it while you're young and 
the bruises heal faster. 

I’ve seen this over and over, 
so I know it’s true. ‘The people 
who amount to something in this 
world usually aren't the smartest 
ones, or even the talented jerks, 
and only rarely is it the good- 
looking or the popular people. 

It’s way more often the people 
who wont quit. If they don't 
know how to do it, they'll learn. If 
they’re not the best, they'll figure 
out what the best do, and they'll 
work until they do it better, one 
wobbly step at a time. 


physical pictures. It’s permanent. | 
can look at pictures on my phone, 
but there’s an indescribable appeal 
to something you can only get 
right once. 

My favorite television shows, 
movies, clothes and hobbies are 
all from before the turn of the 
century, the year I was born. I 
prefer paperback books to the 
Kindle, and I prefer notebooks 


over a computer. “Friends” will 


That’s all it is. If your parents 
had asked me, I could have saved 
them a lot of money on tuition. 
Set your course and just keep 
going. 

Montevallo isn't just teaching 
you facts and equations. ‘That's 
not enough to build a career on. 
‘That’s just a few of the bricks. 
What youre building at UM is the 
ability to figure out who you are 
and what you'll do when things 
arent going your way. UM will 
help you learn you how to treat 
others and how you expect to 
be treated in return. It gives you 
lifetime friendships and allows 
you to become the kind of person 
youre proud to see in the mirror 
every morning. That opportunity 
is waiting for you out among those 
brick streets. 

If youre not lucky enough to 
take a tumble, do this for me. 
Drink in every moment. Don't 
take a second of it for granted. 
You don’t always immediately 
recognize the moments that 
will change your life. You don't 
know how the person you work 
alongside at the school paper 


always be my favorite show 
and “Heathers” will always be 
my favorite movie. More than 
anything, I still dream about my 
very Own vintage typewriter. 

When I went to my 
grandfather’s house as a kid, my 
grandma would ramble on about 
this, that or the other, and I would 
stare at their rotary phone on the 
wall. We have a fascination with 
the past. Its mysterious. 

There is a beauty in loving 
these things and sometimes 
the things that you enjoy can 
show you how fast life passes by. 
Sometimes I prefer life in the 
simple ways, with no technology 
to stress me out or to interfere. 

Technology may be an 
incredibly helpful resource, but I 
want to be able to call someone 
(yes call, not text or snapchat 
them). I also want to have a 
potluck dinner with my friends or 
write a love letter to my husband 
or go to a drive-in movie. As crazy 
as it may sound, some of these 
things have a certain sweetness, an 
innocence. 


will shape who you become. You 
don’t know the lifetime of smiles 
a random joke said late at night 
over bad food will bless you with 
memories as precious to you as 
gold. 

You just don't know, so keep 
your heart open and your mind 
sharp. Your time at Montevallo is 
short, but it spills like a fountain 
over your lifetime. 

Thirty-four years later that 
dip in the bricks is still there. 

I’m thankful God and poor 
craftsmanship left it. I’m glad I 
was smart enough to come to 
Montevallo to find it. 

Joey Bunch ‘85 is the 
senior correspondent and 
deputy managing editor of 
Colorado Politics magazine and 
ColoradoPolitics.com. He is a five- 
time Pulitzer nominee, two-time 
finalist and part of a team that 
won the Pulitzer for the Denver 
Post in 2013. He is a former 
assistant editor of The Alabamian 
and wrote two columns, “On 
Campus with Joey Bunch” and 
“Bunch on the Bench.” 


With all of this being said, 
there are some ongoing trends that 
I wish would go back to where 
they came from, like manbuns and 
hash tagging literally everything. 
Then, there are also some trends 
that we definitely don’t want back, 
like shoulder pads. Some things 
are just better left in the past. 

So, yes, I love thrift shopping 
and antique furniture and my 
Polaroid camera. And maybe 20 
or 30 years from now, people 
are going to think our trends are 
ridiculous, but maybe even further 
down the line, those same trends 
will pop back up. 

I just keep asking myself: 
what is our generation going 
to be known for? It’s the age of 
memes, You [ube and the dog 
Snapchat filter. And while older 
people sorely misunderstand and 
underestimate us as a generation, 
they forget it’s also the age of 
the first black president and the 
legalization of same-sex marriage. 
I just hope my kids and grandkids 
can simultaneously appreciate how 
far we ve come and where we've 
come from as much as I have. 


Anybody Have a Map?: A semester in review 


By JAMIE BROWDER 


When I came to the University 
of Montevallo to pursue a degree 
in mass communication, I had 
two years of college already under 
my belt and a lot of fear about 
what it was going to be like to 
have to start all over. 

This was my first semester at 
UM, and I imagined that, just 
like me, people on my academic 
level had spent the last two years 
developing a space and a name 
for themselves. However, my hard 
work and time spent at Coastal 
Alabama Community College was 
then erased, and it felt weird to 
begin anew. 

College Night, The Alabamian, 
sororities and fraternities were all 
like a foreign language to me. 

I wondered how I was going 
to make my own place among my 
new peers to make friends and 
succeed in my classes. 

The most important part 
of any new job or schooling is 
the time one spends “learning 
where the bathroom is.” In other 
words, figuring out how to exist 
in a new environment. I had a 
lot of bathrooms to find, or so I 
thought. 

My first day at UM I spent an 
hour walking around campus, hair 
product running down my face, 
and a nice outfit that had been 
trashed in the August heat because 


I got lost from where I parked my 
car, 

I was physically lost, and I felt 
like I had no time to catch up to 
others around me. 

One of my biggest fears 
as a Mass comm major was 
the experience I lacked using 
the equipment that is often 
utilized within the broadcasting 
curriculum. I was nervous that 
there wouldn’t be a chance for me 
to learn because everyone else on 
my level were already pros, or so | 
had assumed. 

I’m glad now to know that 
there was time, and many patient 
people in the department who 
cared about teaching me. My fear 
of being too late to the game was 
totally eliminated by my third and 
fourth weeks at UM. 

It was hard to understand 
how I could use the things I 
had learned at Coastal Alabama 
and translate them into skills 
I could use here. At Coastal I 
learned how to be a good resident 
assistant, make small talk with my 
favorite campus employees and 
be someone that my old school 
could depend on. However, now 
I live in a house with my partner, 
which doesn’t leave any room for 
knowledge about lobby or check- 


in rules. 


In a pessimistic sort of 
demeanor, [ had a lot of thoughts 
in my head that schooling at a 
bigger university was something 
I couldn't hack. I’m glad now to 
know that I was wrong. 

I love to write, and I feel like 
I was able to find my place on 
campus by following what I love. 

UM gave me an outlet that 
I have never had before. I was 
actually being challenged for 
the first time in my whole life 
intellectually and academically. 

I found out that I love putting 

together an article or paper and 
untwisting the words into clear 
meanings. 

Days this semester quickly 
turned into weeks and I found 
myself making friends and talking 
to people I worked alongside. 
Now, I know where I park my 
car every day. Also, I don’t get 
as winded hiking up the hill to 
Strong Hall. 

In addition to the good people 
I’ve met, the faculty and professors 
in my department are all different 
and interesting people in their 
own ways who I love learning 
from. I have had teachers at my 
other schools that assume that 
as long as they pass me, they 
are doing me a favor, which was 
wrong. 





I’m glad that I work for The 
Alabamian because I am really 
proud of what I do, and these 


people give me a place to practice 


the skills I am learning in class 
while also serving my campus. 
Like at my last school, I find a 
way to make a difference on my 
campus. 

I can’t wait to see how the 
road continues to twist and turn 
during my time at UM. I miss 
my old school and the people at 


Coastal Alabama a lot, but these 
opportunities I have laid out in 
front of me right now are not ones 
I would trade for anything. 

This semester I have learned a 
lot about UM and myself. A little 
bit of passion and a whole lot of 
determination is what it takes to 
make a semester meaningful and 
purposeful. I’m just glad I ended 
up here. 
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Guest lecturer provides 
insight on healthier living 


By ARIEL HALL 


When faced with the issue of our 
flawed sanitation system, Molly Winter, 
affectionately deemed the “Poo Princess” 
by her family, began by asking a simple 
question: “Why don't we see more inno- 
vation in sanitation?” 

As the third of a series of TED Talks, 
TRIO Student Support Services hosted 
“The Taboo Secret to Better Health” on 
Tuesday, Nov. 13. Past discussions covered 
“All It Takes is 10 Mindful Minutes” with 
Dr. Diane Landers of the Exercise Science 
Department and “Learn to Speak Up for 
Yourself” with Dr. Melissa Shepherd, 
assistant professor of psychology. 

During this TED Talk, Winter sought 
to answer her own question. Recode, the 
nonprofit organization Winter works for 
“works to ensure access to and accelerate 
adoption of equitable and sustainable 
water systems,” according to their website. 

One contributing factor to the lack of 
progress in sanitation innovation, Winter 
found, is that we are uncomfortable 
talking about sanitation. 

“A lot of times, whole categories of in- 
novation, ones that can help us live more 
beautifully, turn out to be illegal. How we 
feel about any particular new technique 
gets into everything we do: how we talk 
about it, how we encourage people to 
study, our jokes, our codes,” said Winter. 

Another reason Winter pointed out 
in her lecture is that people believe the 
sanitation problem is solved. However, in 
Winter's eyes, they are sorely mistaken. 
According to Winter, 7 million people 
get sick and 900 people die annually. In 
Winter's personal life, she can’t even let 
her dog swim in the river because of the 
dumping of sewage. Forty percent of mu- 
nicipalities have reported dumping raw or 
partially treated sewage into waterways. 
Not only that, but even drugs that we 


take are taken to our waterways, which 
can harm fish among other life. 

So, what are the advantages of inno- 
vating our sanitation system: 

By using what Winter calls “advanced 
potty training,” we can fertilize our own 
food. We would not need to rely on 
chemical-based fertilizers or fossil-fu- 
el-based fertilizers, which could save a lot 
of energy. 

The other reason, Winter pointed out 
is cost efficiency. Instead of upgrading 
the surrounding sewer system, Integrated 
Water Management is cheap because it is 
“designed for reuse from the beginning.” 

“Wash water is being reused to flush 
toilets, cool mechanicals systems, water 
the landscape. Once the building has 
thoroughly used all of it, it’s treated to the 
highest standard, right on site by plants 
and bacteria and then infiltrated into 
the groundwater right below,” Winter 
explained. 

She ended the discussion by leaving 
the audience a thought to ponder. 

“How we feel about this is going to 
determine how innovative we can be,” 
said Winter. 

In a post-talk discussion led by Dr. 
Susan Caplow, assistant professor of 
environmental studies at UM, attendees 
consisting of both students and staff 
discussed their own feelings regarding 
innovating sanitation and the opportuni- 
ties it presents. 

“In order to have the revolution that 
we really want, [innovating sanitation] 
has to be done on the municipal level,” 
said Caplow. 

One way to go about sanitation 
innovation on an individual level is 
composting toilets. Currently, there is one 
located at the observatory and two are at 
Ebenezer Swamp. 


Veteran actor leads 
masterclass and Q&A 


By JAMIE BROWDER 


Actor Michael O’Neill visited UM on 
Nov. 26 to lead theatre and communica- 
tion students in a masterclass about being 
on camera, which was followed by an 
open forum for students to ask questions 
regarding entering the entertainment 
industry. 

O’Neill, originally from Montgomery, 
Alabama, gave the commencement speech 
last spring at UM’s graduation. 

He has been in several films and tele- 
vision shows, such as “The West Wing,” 
“Greys Anatomy,” “24,” “The Practice,” 
“Cold Case,” “NCIS,” “Criminal Minds” 
and “Scandal.” In total, O’ Neill has 
accrued 116 acting credits. 

The first film he ever worked on, 
“Ghost Story,” was a 1981 movie that 
featured well-known actors of the day 
such as Fred Astaire, Craig Wasson and 
Alice Krige. 

O’Neill said that he has been really 
lucky to have 35 years behind him as an 
actor. He expressed that his success was 
especially shocking considering today’s 
industry and its tendency to use actors for 
a project and then send them away once 
it is done. 

“I got lucky because I was a serviceable 
guy with a mustache, and I was able to 
keep going,” said O'Neill. 

O’Neill worked several jobs like being 
a bike messenger, waiter and bartender, 
but realized film was what he wanted to 
do when he was cast alongside Al Pacino 
in “The Sea of Love,” a 1989 film that 
featured Pacino as a detective falling in 
love with a suspected murderer. 

“When they turned the camera to me 
and I watched Al, I got so much better 
because he was so good and real. All you 
had to do was pay attention to his reac- 
tion, and as [an] actor you develop it,” 


said O’ Neill. 


His entry point into acting was being 
taught theater by professionals after he 
graduated from the Auburn University. 
However, he described theater as some- 
thing that he didn’t love as much as film, 
and only relied heavily on it as a way to 
make a living. 

O’Neill described the life of an actor 
as hard and something that takes a lot of 
time and devotion. The veteran actor also 
gave students information to assist in the 
success of their creative projects. 

“T think now the only way to be satis- 
fied creatively is to make your own work,” 
said O’ Neill. 

O’Neill also issued a call to action to 
students as he described how the skills 
involved with being good at theatre trans- 
late to any profession. 

“You learn to listen, collaborate, speak 
and the value of people,” said O’Neill. 
“Those work in any profession, so pursue 
whatever it is that sustains you.” 

Following the forum, O’Neill stated 
that he hopes students are engaging in 
their passions and pursuing what they 
love with trust in themselves. 

“Hopefully they will be kind assets to 
their community because they really carry 
the obligation of being storytellers in our 
society, said O’Neil. 

Sophomore theatre major Lavaun 
Thompson said that he really enjoyed the 
masterclass and forum. 

“T learned a lot,” remarked Thompson. 
“A lot of the things that he said really 
connected with me. These things apply to 
me right now and I can work on and take 
with me.” 
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Pianist 


Dr. Alessandra Feris 
visits UM, performs 


in Davis Hall 


Brazilian solo pianist Dr. 
Alessandra Feris, Assistant 
Professor of Piano at the 


Certain students who 
attended the concert said that 
the performance changed their 


University of South Dakota, 
performed songs from classical 
Latin American composers in 
Davis Hall on Nov. 19. The 
performance was organized by 
UM’s Department of Music as 
part of their series of featured 
musicians. 

The selection of songs played 
by Feris were all introduced with 
the history behind the composer. 
The audience was then informed 
of the composition’s relationship 
to Brazilian and Latin American 
musical culture. 

“Tam from Brazil, so I’m very 
close with this style of music,” 
said Feris. 

Dr. Feris has had an extensive 
career as a solo chamberist. She 
has performed piano all over the 
world in places like Serbia, Italy, 
Hungary, Mexico, Costa Rica, 
Argentina, Brazil, Germany and in 
the United States. 

According to Feris, a life of 
performing and teaching music 
is something she expected and 
wished for. 

“It’s a natural thing we have 
inside as a performer that I always 
knew I wanted to become a 
concert pianist. A life of devotion 
is hard, but it’s totally worth it,” 
said Feris. 

Dr. Feris also taught a 
masterclass to aspiring piano 
players here at UM during 


her visit. 


perception of classical music. 

“T feel like the emotion she 
put into it and the way you could 
tell what she was playing meant 
something to her, it made me 
realize that classical music means 
a lot to people,” said Bethany 
Leader, a 19-year-old sophomore 
psychology major. 

In reference to the idea that 
some people might find classical 
music boring, Feris said that she 
thinks it is because they are not 
exposed to it. 

“We like what we know. I don’t 
like rap because I don’t know rap,” 
said Feris. 

Faith Lenard, a 20-year-old 
sophomore vocal performance 
major here at UM, expressed that 
she enjoyed seeing someone play 
piano as a soloist with such a high 
skill level. 

“It’s really interesting coming 
from a vocalist perspective 
because every time I encounter 
pianists they are accompanied by 
a vocalist. It’s really interesting to 
see them perform solo work to this 
level,” said Lenard. 

“Music is my life, it’s all I’ve 
known since I was a little child,” 
said Dr. Feris. 

The next musical performance 
provided by the UM Department 
of Music will be “A Montevallo 
Choral Christmas” on Nov. 29 at 
7:30 p.m. in the American Village 
Colonial Chapel. 
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By YELDRAY PERKINS 


For some, there are many dif- 
ferent ways to get to your destina- 
tion when using a GPS app. For 
me there's just one way and that’s 
“WAZE.” 

Available on both iOS and 
Android devices, “WAZE” is a 
GPS navigation application that 
provides real-time traffic updates, 
plus all kinds of cool social and 
geo-gaming elements that actually 
make traveling fun. 

People using “WAZE,” called 
“WAZERs,” can actively update 
one another on traffic, police 
traps, construction, speed-cams 
and more. And because it’s us- 
er-generated, the more people who 
use it, the better. 

Commuters usually have more 
than one route to their destina- 
tion, and the eternal question 
when you get into the car “which 
route is the best for me right 
now?” 

Once you enter your Favorites, 
such as home or work addresses, 
and drive with the app open along 
each of these routes, “WAZE” 
will collect information and learn 
alternate routes. The app will then 
be able to answer the question 


each morning: which route is 
preferable? 

The power of “WAZE?” is in 
your hands. By simply driving 
around with the app open on your 
device, you share real-time infor- 
mation that translates into traffic 
conditions and road structure 
updates. “WAZE” collects this 
information and immediately an- 
alyzes it in order to provide other 
WAZERs with the optimal route 
to their destination 24/7. 

You can see others that are 
on the road with you and get 
notifications as you drive about 
what is going on around you. I 
am extremely pleased with this 
app given that the police notifica- 
tions are usually on point. You're 
not only notified of police within 
distance, but also whether they 
are hidden or visible. Hazards are 
also reported, and this becomes 
extremely helpful, especially when 
there is roadkill right in the mid- 
dle of your lane. 

In addition to the local com- 
munities of drivers using the app, 
“WAZE” is also home to an active 
community of online map editors 
who ensure that the data in their 


App spotlight: WAZE ff 





areas is as up-to-date as possible. 

“WAZE” makes it fun to help 
your fellow commuters with 
points and achievements. Every- 
one starts out as a baby WAZER. 
Drive around with “WAZE” open, 
report incidents along your route 
and get more points to become 
a grown WAZER, a “WAZE” 
knight, or even be among the 
selected few who are “WAZE” 
royalty! 

The social side of “WAZE” has 
a lot going on too. Users can see 
nearby friends on the map, share 
their drive, and find out when ev- 
eryone is arriving where they are. 

If you're not convinced yet, 
here are a few more reasons to 
consider downloading the app: 1) 
It syncs your calendar events to 
plan your routes, 2) It syncs your 
Spotify to the app and 3) Elvis has 
not left the building; he’s guiding 
you home. 

That’s right! Most navigation 
programs give you the ability to 
choose either a male or female 
voice in the audio settings, but 
how many of them offer you Elvis 
Presley? Or even a crooning boy 


band? “WAZE” does. 


oroscopes 


By JASMINE BAXTER 


Aries @ You may start 
out feeling stuck or 
trapped, and you may feel 
frozen in place. Remember 
that no force can hold you 
down. You are the only one 
who can do that. 


Taurus &i You may feel 
deeply unsatisfied or 
powerless this week, but 
try not to forget that the 
power is in your hands. You 
can make any changes that 
you need to. 


Gemini & Your life may 
be tense right now, but 
consider how much charm 
and charisma you possess; 
you can make magic hap- 
pen in your life. 


Cancer & This week 
may leave you feeling 
Spacey and confused, but 
have faith that you can 
address your issues and let 
them go. More desirable 
opportunities await. 


Leo & There may be lots 
of conflict surrounding you 
in this moment. You'll 
handle it with the compe- 
tence and authority every- 
one knows you possess. 


Virgo This week, you 
may not have anyone to 
cheer you on, but you have 
to reach deep inside your 





self and recognize how 
much you have to offer. 
You can be successful. 


Libra © Someone you're 
seeking guidance from may 
not have all the answers 
this week. Take charge 
yourself; you are more than 
capable of handling this on 
your own. 


Scorpio if You might be 
facing a lot of extra pres- 
sure right now, but take 
comfort in knowing that it 
will get easier. Your hard 
work will pay off before the 
week is over. 


Sagittarius [@ You may 
experience jealousy from 
someone, but you are more 
impressive than you real- 
ize. Try not to let these 
comments or implications 
offend you. 


Capricorn & You 
might feel forced to con- 
tribute to something that 
is holding you back, but 
that will change soon. You 
can finally move on and do 
something good for 
yourself. 


Aquarius £& The past 
few weeks have left you 
feeling frantic, but you 
would be right to feel 
confident moving forward. 
You will address your 
problems triumphantly. 


Pisces [J You may not 
be in complete charge of an 
unfolding situation, but you 
have more authority than 
you know. Don’t under- 
estimate yourself or your 
power. 


HOLIDAY TUNES 


=>) Spotify PLAYLIST 


> 4 


= Va Bale SAN a 


“Peace On Earth/Little Drummer Boy” 
- David Bowie and Bing Crosby 


Starting out with a heartwarming conver- 
sation, new and old collide in this Christmas 
classic as they sing a medley hoping for 
world peace. Bowie’s contemporary voice 
mixed with Crosby’s classic style makes for 
an iconic representation of what Christmas 
is all about: people of all walks of life coming 
together to celebrate and be thankful for 
dalomoaliaclel (ee) mee 


“His Favorite Christmas Story” - Capital 

Lights 

A beautiful story about Christmas, this 
song is both catchy and prone to making its 
listeners tear up. 


“Christmas is Starting Now” - Big Bad 

Voodoo Daddy 

Even if you’re not a fan of Phineas and 
1d oR aleler-dammeCelamem dare) Mr Viahvmycele 
wouldn't be — this song is worth listening 


too. Sure, it’s from a kid’s show, but it’s 
totally relatable, because let's face it, we all 
sometimes “feel like a big snowman that’s 
fallen under a plow.” 


“Who Spiked the Eggnog?” - Straight 

No Chaser 

A fun acapella song with a light-hearted 
beat that reflects the playful spirit of any 
good Christmas party. 


“Oiche Chiun (Silent Night)” - Enya 

This cover of “Silent Night” is from the 
woman who sings all the elven songs in Lord 
of the Rings. It’s beautiful, haunting and 
sung with an immense amount of reverence. 
Songs like this one help to remind those of 
us that get overwhelmed by the season why 
this holiday is such a special one. 


“Believe” - Josh Groban 

We've all heard it. We've all seen the mov- 
ie it’s from. It is just as good as you remem- 
ber it to be. 


SAMURA] SANTA BY LAURA DEROCHER 






Lately Santa's 
been really into IQ7™t 
Century feudal Japan. 


IF youre 
good , he'll 
leave a wow 
horse under 


Bud if 
youre bad... 
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“Grown Up Christmas List” - Pentatonix 

ft. Kelly Clarkson 

This song takes the ordinary Christmas 
List and turns it on its head, presenting a 
Christmas list from a grown-up perspective. 
With amazing vocals and lyrics, this one’s a 
tear-jerker if you aren’t prepared for it. 


“Thankful Heart” - Scrooge (from The 

Muppet Christmas Carol) 

If you've ever wanted to hear Alfred from 
The Dark Knight movies sing about how awe- 
some Christmas is, this one’s for you 


“All | Want For Christmas Is You” 

- Mariah Carey 

In a word, this tune is iconic, and no 
Christmas playlist is complete without it. 
However, keep in mind that we're not all 
destined to hit that high note. 
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The gift-giver’s guide to shopping locally 


By JAMIE HAAS, Editor-in-chief 
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(Lett) Falcon Art Supply's stock includes pens, markers and pencils of every color. (Right) Sweaters are abound in the recently-opened Brass Monkey boutique. Photos by Katie Compton 


As November comes to its However, for those living in or of action. true for the artistry that comes For the old souls: 
sleepy end, there are few abso- around the tiny town of Monteval- Another solid route to take wrapped in festive paper and laid 
lutes that Alabamians can rely on. __ lo, one needs to look no further would be a Frio’s gift card. There out under a tree. If this scenario We may be inching closer and 
Will the weather actually get any than their own backyard to find are dozens of staple popsicle sounds familiar, then a present closer to 2019 by the day, but 
colder? Perhaps. Will the traffic a unique and thoughtful gift for flavors to choose from (both fruity from Blue Phrog Gallery would no one can resist the inherent 
on I-65 delay your timely arrival their closest friends. On Main and creamy), as well as the occa- be a sound choice. Their selection nostalgia evoked by antiques and 
home? It depends on the day. Will Street alone there are plenty of sional seasonal addition, so it’s safe of handmade jewelry is particu- other vintage items. At Vintage & 
college football enthusiasts still be establishments that offer numer- to say there’s something to satisfy _ larly impressive, as are the earthy More on Main Street, shoppers are 
discussing the results of this year’s ous options to choose from. ‘The even the pickiest sweet tooth. ceramic plates and bowls available —_ invited to celebrate (and purchase) 
Iron Bowl well into the winter list that follows captures just a few for purchase. relics of a simpler time, which may 
months? Seems likely, but who can __ possibilities. For the artistically-inclined: also just make a sweet and unique 
know for sure? For the fashion-forward: gift for the old souls in our lives. 

The one inescapable certainty For the sweet treat lovers: While one-of-a-kind gifts are It’s hard to list exactly what you 
we can all anticipate this time of always treasured, there’s something Trends are ever-changing, and —_— might find, because their wares are 
the year, though, is the act of buy- For those people in your life to be said about receiving practical boutiques like Brass Monkey and _ pretty eclectic, but if you enjoy 
ing gifts for our friends and family. who are always in the mood for presents as well. And what could Emma Gray's are working hard a good treasure hunt, it comes 
No matter your background or something sweet, it would be hard be more practical for an aspiring to help plebs like us keep up. highly recommended. 
faith, December is synonymous to go wrong with home-made or expert artist than a re-up on ‘These shops are also host to great Another failsafe route one 
with the ritualistic exchange of fudge from Smitherman’s. Avail- some basic necessities like markers, potential gifts for our more stylish can take is a salve, oil or tea from 
goods that one can only hope will —_ able in vanilla, chocolate, peanut colored pencils and paints? Falcon __ friends. Although it opened quite | Deep Roots Apotheké and Clinic. 
communicate to those close to butter or chocolate-pecan flavor, Art Supply offers all of that, and recently, Brass Monkey is the The vendibles at this spot are truly 
us that we care for them. But it store patrons can buy individually |= much, much more. Additionally, definite destination for seasonal unique, and a perfect fit for those 
can still be difficult selecting the wrapped pieces of fudge (great for __ the store’s stock includes quality streetwear. Also good for gifting who value a holistic and natural 
perfect treat or trinket, especially stocking stuffers!), or purchase sketchbooks and intricate coloring __ is its selection of novelty socks approach to healing the ills and 
if you're a chronic procrastinator. it by the pound. ‘The acquisition books to help a stressed college kid and soaps. However, Emma Gray maladies one is bound to catch in 
This conundrum often means of this treat has to be well-timed, unwind. Boutique is a one-stop-shop for the cold winter months. 
turning to online shopping with though, as there is a shelf-life to Even if your gift recipient fab personalized presents. Wheth- 
its promise of overnight shipping be considered. Generally speaking, isn’t artistically inclined, there’s er it’s in the form of Greek letters 
to ensure the timely receipt of the the fresher the better, so saving no shame in sitting back and or one’s initials, no Southerner 
perfect gift. this buy until a couple days before admiring the craftsmanship of can resist the hypnotizing call of a 

the holiday is likely the best course _ others. This holds especially monogram. 


Don’t panic! Tips for a successful finals week 


By CALEB JONES, Assistant managing editor 


It’s that time of year again. You What works for one person wont _ herself from using her phone asa _—take into account what time of the | kak. Carmichael Libr ary extends 
just got back from Thanksgiving necessarily work for another since __ distraction. day youreatyour Dest. IPyouted: a4 acura aecapsmadareihe 
break and although you brought everyone has a different learning “I hide my phone, or delete morning person then TNOMPSONS aecea ect Ante qced douea dy 
your work home with good in- style. That being said, there are still all social media and use it just for approach may work better for you. 4.4 has eroup study rooms that 
tentions, you didn’t touch it. You — some practices that are generally music,” she said about her drastic —_If not then do the opposite, by can be reserved by students at the 
didn't open any books, review any _ accepted as foolproof. measures to help her focus. scheduling your studying for later tation desk. 
notes or get ready for exams. You One such practice is prop- She also noted that she orga- on in the day, or at night. You can also go to the LEC on 
are woefully behind and unpre- er scheduling. It really helps to nizes her study time into 2 or 3 Thompson is also a fan of the the bottom floor of the library to 
pared, and like a dark cloud of plan out the length of time to be hour periods followed by a break, |= memory game approach of study- oh adule time with a tutor for free. 
ominous oppression, finals loom spent studying for each subject, or 4 hours followed by a nap. This ing. He likes to make a lot of flash Finally, while procrastinating 
in the horizon. But dont fret, and designate time for breaks. Of _is a pretty good habit, as breaks cards and described how he uses is generally deemed detrimental, 
there is a chance for redemption! course, the time slots need to be and sleep are vital parts of the mnemonics and songs tohelphim 5. (ie a gain depends on the in- 

Compiled below is a com- feasible; scheduling a study session studying process. remember key facts. dividual person. While some can’t 
pendium of powerful studying that lasts 6 consecutive hours is Many students find that the Another great way to study is get anything good out of last min- 
habits and practices garnered from _ most likely doomed to failure by time of day they chose to study to use study groups and tutors. Iry 16 Gram session s, or doing a paper 
students and organizations right burnout. effects how they study. Sophomore __ to get together with other students 4. 43 ght before it’s due, others 
here at UM. Heed them and take It’s also good to get rid of as theatre major Lavaun Thompson wnoatetakingthesamefialiand: 64a) ies al vie taaah an op ey 
with you the skills to conquer many possible distractions as well. studies some at night and then schedule a time to meet up. Study- produce their best work. 
finals week! Junior theatre major Labrina Riles _ likes to “wake up early in the ing with others can help maximize As junior graphic design major 

The first thing to remember said that she often uses schedules morning, play some and study success and, if done right, can Deandra Hodge puts it, “Remem- 
is that the effectiveness of any to get the most out of her study again.” prevent distractions. Fs a ea A 
study habit varies between people. time, and also tries to prevent When studying, you should What's more, during finals 


pressure.” 


How to celebrate Christmas for 12 extra days 


By KATY BARNES 


Every year people begin to to the Christian holiday called a gift on the first Christmas and did the tune even come from? lyrics that we know today did 
celebrate Christmas earlier and “Epiphany” or “Three Kings Day.” _ now gives gifts to other children The official origin of the song not even come about until 1966. 
earlier, forgoing other holidays This holiday is to celebrate the day _ instead. In Argentina, Spain and is unknown, but many believe it Before then the “collie birds” were 
such as Thanksgiving in their well- _ that the three kings arrived at baby Puerto Rico it is common to leave —_ began as a “Memories and Forfeit” _ referred to as “calling birds.” And 
placed excitement for the upcom- _ Jesus’ house to give him gifts. out hay and water for the wise type game, where one child would _ before that the “maids-a-milking” 
ing season. These same people, In England, a popular pastime — men’s camels, and in return the sing a verse and the others would —__ were “boys-a-singing.” 
however, are the first to take down _—_ during the Christmas season was wise men leave them gifts. have to remember it as the game One reason for its continued 
their decorations come Dec. 26. to go see theater and drink a hot In the United States, Epiphany __ progresses. If they forget then that _ prevalence is how many popular 
It’s truly tragic considering that cider-like beverage known as was- _—_— marks the beginning of Carnival child would have to forfeit some- _ artists have covered it over the 
for all their preparation, they stop sail. This is where the Shakespear- _ season in Louisiana, but other thing to the others — something years. Classic Christmas artists 
celebrating right when Christmas ian show, “The Twelfth Night” is than that it goes largely uncele- like a candy. The oldest version such as Bing Crosby and Frank 
is beginning. The days between thought to have its origins — as a brated. Whereas Christmas has of the song to be recorded comes Sinatra have timeless covers of the 
Dec. 25 and Jan. 5 are known as twelfth night production. In Ire- found footing in a secular base, from the year 1780 ina children’s _ tune, but so do other singers such 
the 12 Days of Christmas. land the day is known as “Wom- the 12 Days of Christmas struggle rhyming book. as Reliant K and Jimmy Buffet. 

Yes, those 12 Days of Christ- ans Christmas” where women got _ to succeed outside of their original The meanings behind the items ‘The rhythm is also equally easy 
mas, the ones from the most together for a day of rest after the __ religious context. ‘The only place in the songs are unclear as well, as _— to parody, leading to even more 
obnoxious Christmas carol of hectic holiday season. that the mention of 12 days of the items vary between languages —_ exposure through children’s media 
all time. Where many people In Italy, stories are told of a Christmas has managed to survive and time periods. For example, in — such as “Pokémon” and “Phineas 
believe the song refers to the days — witch who comes in on Jan. 5 is the classic repetitive song from the French version you dont re- and Ferb.” 
leading up to the holiday, those to leave good children gifts and our childhoods. ceive swans you receive windmills. 

12 enchanting days actually take bad children coal. The legends So then, why has the song Or in some places in England, 


place after Christmas, leading up state that she missed giving Jesus managed to stick around? Where they cut two days entirely. The 
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C’s Cakes & Coffee House opens doors to Montevallo residents 


By JAMIE HAAS, Editor-In-chief 
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The long-vacated niche of 
small-town coffee house present 
in the city of Montevallo since 
the departure of Eclipse Coffee & 
Books has now been filled with 
the opening of C’s Cakes & Coffee 
House on Main Street. 

The C in its name, of course, 
stands for Cynthia Bertolone, the 
café’s owner. Partnered with her 
husband, Michael, the Bertolones 
already manage a Pelham busi- 
ness, Cake Art. However, the two 
opened the local coffee shop after 
receiving a nudge from Monteval- 
lo citizen, Dr. Bobby Shunnarah. 

“He owns a lot of the business- 
es here and real-estate here that 
he’s renovated,” said Bertolone. 
“He knows my product. He knows 
that we are successful business 
owners. So, he asked us to come 
down and see if we wanted the 
opportunity to open up a coffee 
house.” 





After that, the process of bring- 
ing the coffee house to life was a 
short one, taking approximately 
four to six months to complete, 
according to Bertolone. 

“A lot of work still had to 
be done, just re-vamping the 
place to make it a nice homey 
environment,” she said. “It was a 
collaboration of everybody’s brain- 
storming, which is what makes it 
a great place for everyone to enjoy 
authentic coffee.” 

Bertolone stated that she 
envisioned C’s as a place for the 
community to indulge in authen- 
tic coffee and quality sandwiches, 
soups and desserts. Its menu 
includes the standard coffee-shop 
finds like lattes, cappuccinos, 
espresso, muffins and cakes, as 
well as Italian staples like cannoli 
and biscotti. 

“We enjoy doing what we do, 
and we wanted to give that to the 
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(Lett) Cynthia Bertolone, owner, and employees at C’s prepare a guests coffee order. (Right) This colortul piano serves as a focal point at the coftee house. Photos by Kat Bell 


community here in Montevallo, 
especially the specialty coffees that 
people are so missing after Eclipse 
closed,” said Bertolone. 

Although the café has been 
opened for less than a week, UM 
students have already echoed 
Bertolone’s sentiment. 

Meghan Hilley, a sophomore 
communication studies major, 
stated the new coffee spot would 
be good for Montevallo. 

“T don’t think it'll ever be the 
same as Eclipse, but I think it 
will capture people’s hearts in a 
different way,” said Hilley. “It’s got 
a sweet little hometown charm to 
ite 

Junior elementary education 
major, Lily Dickinson, agreed, 
saying she pictured the shop as a 
great new homework and hangout 
spot. 

“They have a lot of plugs, 
which is all I ask for,” said Dickin- 
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son, also throwing in an endorse- 
ment for the quality of the coffee. 
“T’ve only become a ‘coffee person’ 
in the past three weeks, so I’m not 
an expert,” said Dickinson. “But as 
a newcomer, I thought the coffee 
was really good. 

According to Bertolone, it’s her 
husband's Italian heritage that in- 
fluences their brewing and barista 
style, while she’s more knowledge- 
able about pastries and cakes. 

However, the owner empha- 
sized that food is not the only 
service C’s has to offer. The café 
boasts free wi-fi, as well as games 
guests can play and continuous 
music guests can listen to while 
enjoying their meals. The restau- 
rant will also do catering and rent 
out its rooms for private parties. 

“It’s just a great place for the 
community that’s been missing,” 
said Bertolone. 

“Everyone is the ideal custom- 





er: young, old, student, non-stu- 
dent, professors, moms, dads, 
everybody. We have a lot to offer,” 
said Bertolone, who added that 
she hopes to attract customers 
from outside Montevallo as well, 
drawing in business from cities 
like Vestavia and Hoover. 

“I want them to be jealous,” 
she said. 

Although C’s Cakes & Coffee 
House is a burgeoning endeavor 
in its own right, Bertolone has 
already set her sights on another 
project within the town. 

“We're looking into the old 
Pizza Hut building and opening 
up an Italian restaurant named 
after my son, GianCarlo,” said 
Bertolone. 

C’s Cakes & Coffee House is 
located at 1241 Valley Street. 


Comedian Stephen Agyei elicits laughs in Farmer Hall 


By JAMIE BROWDER 


UPC brought Los Angeles 
comedian Stephen Agyei to per- 
form in Farmer Hall on Jan. 15th. 

Ageyi, 29 years old, told the 
audience stories about his judg- 
mental African family, childhood 
antics of farting in jars and why 
he doesn’t date on Tinder. 

He also invited students to ask 
him questions during his perfor- 
mance, prompting him to reveal 
what he believed to be the two 
hardest things about comedy. 

“Making people laugh and 
choosing your battles because you 
don’t want to offend for the sake 
of offending. You want to make a 
joke to make a point, but also you 
want it to be funny,” said Agyei. 

Agyei also shared with the 
audience what it took for him 
to leave behind Colorado, his 
home state, and his job at human 
resources to pursue comedy full- 
time. 

“You learn at a certain point 
in whatever you career is that you 
gotta dive in all the way. Believe 
in yourself because things will 
start to happen,” said Agyei. 

Aspen Snow, a sociology major, 
said that he thought Agyei was 
the right mixture of edgy and 
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entertaining. He also said that he 
really liked having a comedian 
on campus, and it was a great 
program to have. 

“He was brave to go there, and 
I’m glad he did. I’m always for 
pushing the envelope. I’m relieved 
that he went for it,” said Snow, 
age 22. 

Thomas Dillard, a freshman, 
also said that he was excited to 
see a comedian for the first time 
in person, and looks forward to 
viewing Agyei’s future content on 
YouTube. 

“T came a little bit late, but 
liked it ever since he started 
talking about how he became a 
comedian. I thought that was 
interesting and cool because you 
don’t really hear that in comedy 
shows, said Dillard, an 18-year- 
old business management major 
from Birmingham. 

“I hope they got the message 
that we're all in this together. 
Whatever the jokes may be, about 
race or whatnot, the ultimate 
message is that we're all together,” 
Agyei said after his performance. 

The comedian also said that 
comedy is crucial for bringing 


people together. 


Viewpoints........2 


“Comedy is a way to bridge 
that gap of disconnect in the na- 
tion, in my opinion. People from 
different backgrounds, everyone 
loves to laugh.” 

Agyei said he believed that it 
was important for him to perform 
for college audiences because it 
gives him a glimpse of the future. 

“The younger generation has 
the newer ideas, and | think this 
is probably the best place for 
soaking up some of that youth 
and those ideas and seeing what 
the future is going to look like,” 
said Agyei. 

“This is the first UPC event 
of this semester, and so I really 
hope everyone gets from this the 
idea that UPC is for the students 
and we really want to make sure 
that they enjoy what they come 
to,’ said Bria Owens, UM’s UPC 
coordinator. 

Owens and other members of 
UPC picked Agyei from National 
Associate for Campus Activities, 
where he was a featured perform- 
er. 
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During his set, Agyei held nothing back, jumping from lighthearted to serious subjects 





without hesitation. Photo courtesy of William Yeager 
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Dueling opinions: New Year’s resolutions 


By KATY BARNES and ARIEL HALL 


Ariel’s point of view 


It’s that time of the year. You 
constantly hear the phrase “new 
yeat,ynew me” semi-sarcastically. 
The thing is, are New Year's 
resolutions even necessary? There 
are many resolutions I can think 
of off the top of my head that 
people, especially college students, 
quit mid-January. 





It may seem a little pessimistic, 
but I think that New Year’s 
resolutions open us up for 
failure. Now, before judging that 
statement, let me explain. 

Most resolutions are unrealistic 
and that’s why we abandon them. 
It’s good to set goals for yourself, 
but it leads to this mentality. If 
you say, “I'll go to gym every day,” 
or “I’m going to go vegan,” and 


you slip up, then you fall back 
into old habits and abandoned 
these so-called “goals.” 

We become too critical as we 
reassess our weaknesses and things 
we need to improve on. Then 
we punish ourselves when our 
resolutions don’t go as planned. 
People aim for an overnight shift, 
but change is a process. 

On a similar note, I feel 
strongly about resolutions because 
if you really want it, then just do 
it. If you feel the need to start 
something at the beginning of the 
year, then ask why you are doing 
it? Where do your priorities lie? 

The whole idea of resolutions 
feeds into procrastination because 
it can give you an excuse to push 
your goals off until a certain 
date. If a person realizes a goal 
in October or November, they 
shouldn't feel like they need to 
wait. Jump into the deep end. 
Carpe diem. 

There is a lot of pressure 
to not only create these goals, 
but to share and complete them 
with friends and family. Sharing 
them with others, however, seems 
counterproductive. It can feel like 
a competition to keep up with 
others as they work toward their 
goals. Not to mention, there’s 
extra pressure because people are 
keeping up with your progress. 
It gets intense and stressful if the 
goal is too lofty. 

New Years is a time of 
reflection. Don’t discourage 
yourself from your goals; every 
day is a fresh start. Take it and run 
with it. 


Katy’s point of view 


The New Year is upon us, and 
as we come back to class you may 
hear this simple question from 
your peers: “What are your New 
Year’s resolutions?” 

Resolutions are a cornerstone 
of the New Year. They mark 
new chapters of our lives, ones 
where we are smarter, fitter, or 
all-around better people. They 
show that we have decided as 
individuals that we want to 
change and that we have the 
power to do so. 

The act of making a resolution 
is akin to re-taking the reins of 
your own life. Recently, however, 
New Year's resolutions have fallen 
to the wayside. They are hard 
to maintain, and many people 
end up giving up within the first 
few weeks. So what's the point? 
Improvement, of yourself and of 
the things around you. 

Self-betterment can happen 
at any time of the year, of course, 
but having a date to aim for 
and a specific time frame to 
accomplish these goals can add 
a sense of structure to your plan. 
There's a quote by Antoine de 
Saint Exupéry that states, “A goal 
without a plan is just a wish.” 

By creating a timeline of 
change starting on the first 
day of the New Year, you are 
setting yourself up for success 
by creating said plan. It’s like 
working out to a song -you know 
when to start and when to end. 

Another benefit of a New 


On the artistry and validity of animation 


By MERCURY SAPP 


In December of 2018, “Into 
the Spiderverse” bounced into 
theaters, stunning fans and non- 
fans alike with its dynamic and 
vibrant animation style. 

It seemed to breathe new life 
into the world, the dazzling lights 
of New York given a beauty that 
somehow visually represented the 
lives within it. Naturally, many 
moviegoers left the theaters with 
all sorts of questions on their 
minds, first and foremost: What 
else can animation do? 

It's a good question, and one 
that may never be answered 
completely. Because so far, we've 
only seen the bare minimum of 
the technique. As technology 
advances, so too does the ability 
to create animated works. 

So why is it that a medium 
with so much potential seems to 
be regarded as juvenile? Anima- 
tion seems to only be common in 
the case of children’s media, and 


as such it’s garnered a reputation 
of being childish. As a result, the 
medium is rarely explored in any 
groundbreaking ways. 

That's not to say childrens 
animation can't be groundbreak- 
ing. “Avatar: The Last Airbender” 
is a beloved classic. Very few 
people whove watched it can say 
anything bad about it, and, de- 
spite the fact that it’s technically 
a children’s show, it's got quite a 
large audience of older fans. 

In all fairness, “Avatar” is sup- 
posed to be getting a live-action 
remake this year. But rather than 
being met with excitement, ap- 
prehension has been the general 
consensus. 

Many believe that “Avatar” 
was so good because of the fact 
it was animated, not in spite of 
it. The beautiful scenery and 
worldbuilding of the show were 
possible because of the medium 
used to create it. The art style 


fit the world and lent it a bright 
nature not quite obtainable by 
live-action shows. 

Naturally, the concept that 
animation is a medium targeted 
at kids is an American-centric 
point of view. Japan, after all, 
has a large industry centered 
around it, and is not necessarily 
just for younger audiences. This 
fact alone is proof enough that 
the viewing of animated shows 
or movies as children’s media is 
wrong. 

An unfortunate truth of the 
lack of animation in any capac- 
ity other than kid’s media is the 
expense and time-consuming 
nature of the medium. 

In the current standard, big 
name movies are being pumped 
out in quick succession in the 
hopes that fans are never dissatis- 
fied. Just last year, Marvel Studios 
released five films. 

As it is, quantity over quality 


App review: DC Universe 


By HARRISON NEVILLE 


When the news first hit the in- 
ternet that DC would be launch- 
ing its own streaming service, | 
was mad. 

Like many DC devotees, I had 
been eagerly following the news 
related to fan-favorite show, Young 
Justice (which was canceled on 
Cartoon Network in 2013), in the 
hopes that DC would finally give 
it the third season that many fans 
had so ardently longed for. 

I am sure that I was not alone 
in feeling disappointed when it 
was announced that instead of DC 
continuing the show on Netflix, 
it would be launching its own 
streaming service. 

“Great,” I thought. “I don’t 
want to pay for that.” 

Yet, as more details came out, 

I began to feel intrigued, since 
in addition to all the shows and 
movies that the service offered, it 
also included comics. 

Like most comic nerds, I have 
spent a lot of money buying com- 
ics for my collection. And like any 
true fan, I will never stop buying 
comics; but, I will also never be 
able to buy as many comics as I'd 


like, which makes DC Universe 
very nice 

While it sounds great, the 
service costs about $7.99 a month, 
or if youre willing to pay all in 
advance you can save 20 percent 
with the annual cost of $74.99. 

Yet, the $8 that DC Universe 
costs you will reap a lot more than 
its monetary value in comics, not 
to mention all the shows that you 
can watch. On the other hand, 
though, that $8 a month does add 
up into a whole lot of unbought, 
physical comics —or possibly 
school supplies depending on your 
priorities. 

So, let’s break it down, bit by 
bit, and see if it’s worth it. 

On the streaming side of 
things, the show offers several 
animated classics such as “Teen 
Titans,” “Justice League,” “Justice 
League Unlimited,” “The Dark 
Knight Returns” (parts one and 
two) and “Batman: The Animated 
Series” —not to mention the long 
awaited third season of “Young 
Justice,” along with the previous 
two seasons. 

It also offers some of DC’s 


less enlightened efforts like the 
“Batman and Robin” movie where 
George Clooney introduces us to 
the concept of the “Bat cred- 
it-card.” 

More important than Batman 
and Robin cracking bad puns with 
Mr. Freeze and Poison Ivy, though, 
are the obvious gaps in DC Uni- 
verse’s digital library. 

Perhaps because of licensing 
deals, it lacks any of the recent live 
action films, including “The Dark 
Knight Trilogy” and the DC shows 
from the CW. 

Still, despite the missing 
material, the overall range of 
content is pretty good, and new 
content is being added regularly. 
Case in point, the new animated 
film “Reign of the Supermen’” will 
come out on DC Universe at the 
same time as the Blu-ray release. 

There is also the allure of the 
DC Universe original shows. 

Both “Titans” and “Young Justice 
Outsiders” were certified fresh on 
Rotten Tomatoes, and shows for 
“Stargirl,” “Swamp Thing,” “Har- 
ley Quinn” and “Doom Patrol” are 
all scheduled to air in 2019. 


has become the norm. Of course, 
the movies themselves aren't 
really bad quality, but the em- 
phasis on quick release has made 
it harder for animated movies to 
gain a foothold. 

Animation is an incredibly 
time-consuming medium. It re- 
quires a lot of work, especially if 
more complex methods are used. 

Regardless of the time spent 
on animated films, however, the 
fact remains that they often end 
up well worth the effort. “Into the 
Spiderverse” received incredible 
praise from fans and critics alike, 
and it had been in development 
since 2014. 

Though studios may view 
films that take so long as a risk, 
it stands to reason that it’s one 
worth taking after the positive 


reception of “Spiderverse.” 


On the comic side of things, 
DC Universe offers a relatively 
impressive library with a good 
selection of series from various 
eras of DC comics. 

One of the things I’ve most 
enjoyed about the app has been 
the new comic arcs I’ve been able 
to read, like “Checkmate” and the 
pre-New 52 “Blue Beetle.” 

The app itself is far from per- 
fect, and many reviews complain 
of the app crashing on their 
phones. The problem primarily 
seems to focus on Androids, and 
it varies depending on the phone 
model. 

The app does not currently 
have a limit on how many de- 
vices can be streaming at a time, 
though, so you could save money 
on the subscription and split it 
with some friends. 

Overall, the app has room for 
improvement, but it’s only been 
around for around six months. 
Given time, I expect to see many 
of the bugs ironed out. If you're 
a DC fan and you can afford it, 
then I would definitely recom- 
mend getting DC Universe. 


Year's resolution is getting 
support from others. Having 

a group of people to keep you 
accountable helps tremendously 
in the self-betterment area, and 
since many people are keen to 
make New Years resolutions, you 
can trade resolutions and keep 
track of one another's progress. 

Sure, it may make the task 
feel like a competition, but that 
only serves to make you want to 
work harder to succeed. At the 
end of the year, you will have 
accomplished something great, 
and you will be closer than ever 
to your friends that helped you 
through it. 

Finally, a New Year's 
resolution is beneficial because 
it reminds you of what you are 
capable of. It reminds you of the 
power you have to be great and 
to do great things. New Year's 
resolutions are hard, but just 
because they seem difficult does 
not mean they are impossible. 

If you dont make resolutions, 
then more power to you; if you 
do, then keep it up! On Jan. 1, 
2020 you'll be proud you did. 
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MOG holds tournament 
for Smash fanatics 


By JAMIE BROWDER 





Stephen Gilbert (left) and Harrison Neville (right) playing Super Smash Bros in MOG fighting game tourna- 


ment. Photo by Kat Bell 


Montevallo’s Organization of Gaming 
(MOG) hosted a Smash Ultimate tourna- 
ment for students on Jan. 17. 

20 students participated in the one- 
on-one, bracket style tournament to 
determine who was the best at playing 
Smash Ultimate on the Nintendo Switch. 

Mason Little, a junior graphic design 
major, won the tournament. Little stated 
that playing Smash is something that 
everyone can enjoy, no matter where they 
come from. 

“ve been playing Smash since the 
third installment of brawl first came out, 
which has been about three years,” said 
Little. 

Little received a deck of Montevallo 
playing cards for winning the tourna- 
ment. 

Super Smash Bros. is a fighting game 
that uses popular Nintendo characters 
from different games as their competi- 
tors. Ihe game raked in large success for 
Nintendo when it was named the fifth 
best-selling game of 2018 and the top 
selling game of December. 

“It has everyone's favorite characters 
beating each other up, and it’s this nice 
blend of competition and camaraderie 
that makes it really fun,” said communi- 
cation studies major, Cameron McGufhe, 
one of the competitors in the tourna- 
ment. 

MOG hosted a similar event last year 
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Bi-weekly SGA recap 


By HARRISON NEVILLE 


The Jan. 23 Senate meeting 
began with an executive officer 


Tori Irvin regarding a survey sent 
out to the student body gauging 
the interest in extending the 


was passed uncontested by the 
Senate. The Senate then moved 
report presented by SGA President on to new bills, beginning with 
Bill 1819-B-039, which requested 
$500 to help the Athletics 
Department purchase the 400 


which invited gamers to fight each other 
in an earlier version of Smash released for 
the Wii U. 

Nicholas Callins, a junior graphic 
design major with four years of experi- 
ence playing Smash, placed second in the 
tournament. 

Callins showed support for the game, 
and described it as a game that is accessi- 
ble to a wide variety of people. 

“Specifically, for Smash, this is a com- 
munity game. More people are inclusive 
to play, and it’s fun,” said Callins. 

Craig, a junior business major from 
Huntsville, also shared his enjoyment for 
Smash Brothers by stating that he too 
believes it’s something everyone can enjoy. 

“It’s the competitive aspect of it and 
being able to have fun and going against 
each other gets the adrenaline. It’s also a 
shared interest to have fun and hang out,” 
said Craig. 

MOG also provided Smash 4 and 
Injustice 2 for students to play during the 
event. 

Based on the turnout, the event was 
popular among students and they ex- 
pressed how much they enjoyed it. There 
appears to be interest in doing it again 
soon. 

MOG’s next event will be in early 
February where they will host Magic: The 
Gathering drafts. 


Y 
_ 


“ 


University’s Thanksgiving break in 
exchange for a shorter summer. 
‘The survey stated that students 
would need to give up five days 
of summer for an additional two 
days added to Thanksgiving break. 
Many students questioned why 
they would lose five days and 
only gain two; President Irvin 
explained that the five days would 
also include a fall break for UM. 
Due to the supportive feedback 
provided by the student body, Irvin 
intends to present the results of 
the survey to the Faculty Senate 
on Feb. 1. 
Next, the senators discussed 
a piece of legislation tabled the 
week prior, Bill: 1819-B-038. 
This bill would change the rules 
governing the future elections 
of Mr. and Ms. Montevallo. 
Currently, candidates for Mr. and 
Ms. Montevallo are not allowed to 
run campaigns, and any activity 
interpreted as such can result in 
candidates being struck from the 
ballot. The newly proposed bill 
would allow the top six candidates 
for Mr. and Ms. Montevallo 


the opportunity to campaign; it 


t-shirts ordered for Pack the SAC 

Several SGA members criticized 
the Athletics Department both 
for the tardiness of the request 
and for their decision to buy the 
t-shirts before appropriating all the 
necessary funds. 

The bill passed with a contested 
vote of eight for the motion, four 
against and four abstained votes. 

The final bill presented to the 
Senate was Bill 1819-B-40, which 
would approve a pilot program to 


extend the SAC’s hours to: 


Monday-Thursday: 
6a.m.-l10 p.m. 
Friday: 5 a.m. —7 p.m. 


Saturday: 1 p.m. —-6 p.m. 
Sunday: 1 p.m. -8 p.m. 





The agreement reached 
between the SAC and SGA would 
require the SGA to cover the cost 
of a student worker. The pilot 
program would run for three 
weeks and cost $648. 

The bill was tabled and will 
be brought up at the next SGA 
meeting on Wednesday, Jan. 30. 


From the midwest to Malawi, 
adventures in the Peace Corps 


By ARIEL HALL 


For aspiring Peace Corps volunteers, 
the morning of Friday, Jan. 28, began 
with a jolt of encouragement: “Just go 
for it,” advised former volunteer Meleia 
Egger. 

After being introduced by Dr. Debo- 
rah Lowry, associate professor of sociology 
at UM, Egger spoke of her own experi- 
ence as a volunteer from 2007 to 2009. 
Over the course of 27 months, Egger 
was trained and then stationed in the 
southeastern African country and former 
British colony Malawi. 

Often times, we hear the stories of 
those returning from the Peace Corps, but 
we may not understand what the organi- 
zation does. According to the Peace Corps 
website, the mission of the program is to 
help the needs of those in other countries 
while promoting a better understanding 
of other cultures through an exchange. 

Egger informed the crowd that the 
Corps was started by President John F. 
Kennedy over 50 years ago. Since its 
inception, the Peace Corps has been to al- 
most 150 countries, 39 percent of which 
were in Africa. 

She also emphasized how the Peace 
Corps assigns volunteers based on their 
skill set; because Egger’s undergraduate 
degree was in biology, she became a teach- 
er. However, as she taught her students, 
she also learned much about their culture 
and language. 

Everything was different, from the 
food to the way of dress. 

“The main staple food of Malawi is 
called nsima, which is like very thick grits. 
It’s actually pretty boring, but I came to 
love it,” Egger said when addressing the 
food. She told the crowd that the nation’s 
economy is primarily based on subsis- 
tence farming, so it’s common to eat this 
meal. 

Egger also spoke briefly on how the 
conservatism of the Malawi culture influ- 
ences clothes and how it led to her own 
wardrobe malfunction. 

The national language of Malawi is 
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called Chewa, also known as Nyanja. 

“The [language] training was great. It’s 
so motivating. You want to talk to locals 
and your host family. It’s a Bantu lan- 
guage related to Swahili, so there’s a little 
overlap in the region, but it’s centralized. 
It’s special to learn a language like that.” 

Like many other African countries, 
dance and music is an important part of 
life. 

“Malawians love to dance, they love to 
sing. My choir at the school was amazing. 
It felt like Broadway to me. They just 
harmonized so well,” said Egger. “When 
women dance and sing when they're 
pregnant, I swear the babies pick it up. It’s 
just really special.” 

“Out of the world of aid, I feel very 
confident and strong that Peace Corps is 
doing the absolute best,” Lowry stated, 
addressing the presence of other nonprofit 
organizations in Malawi, “Because of the 
microscale, because of the cross-cultural 
exchange, because it’s person-to-person, 
small and localized, because it’s focused 
on the transfer of skills rather than goods. 
I think the Peace Corps legacy and ap- 
proach is the only responsible way to do 
any sort of aid.” 

When speaking of the value of the 
experience, Egger noted that the ability to 
slow down and give back was one of the 
most valuable things to be gained from 
being part of the Peace Corps. 

“When you come home, everyone 
expects you to click back into your life 
and be the same person. Everything is so 
fast and overwhelming,” said Egger. “The 
time that youre there, you're in one place 
and so grounded. It’s still a chance to 
slow down and figure out what you want 
and who you are. It’s a huge gift to the 
volunteer. Every volunteer I’ve ever met, 
and I’ve worked with hundreds, will tell 
you that they got more out of it than they 
gave. 
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UM professor of 10,000 students plans to retire 


By MAKAYLA WRIGHT 





69-year-old McMinn intends to remain in the area following his retirement, but not without first embarking on a European river 


cruise with his wife in the spring. Photo courtesy of University Marketing and Communications. 


July 2019 will mark the end of 
an era for University of Monteval- 
lo professor Nathan McMinn. 
After 41 years of teaching, he 
plans to retire. 

According to the University of 
Montevallo 2017-2018 Bulletin, 
McMinn has been working at the 
University longer than any other 
faculty member and is the last 
professor of the “70s. 

“Teaching has a rewarding 
value that is hard to explain,” said 


69-year-old McMinn. “I am lucky 
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By JASMINE BAXTER 


Aries i You may natural- 
ly prefer to avoid emotional 
discussions, but this week 
try to remember that they 
aren't all bad; you could 
reap some rich psychologi- 
cal rewards. 


Taurus & Normally, you 
enjoy having people de- 
pend on you, but they may 
be getting harder to please. 
Check-in with yourself. 
Your own uncertainty may 
be affecting your relation- 
ships. 





that I have got to experience the 
students and faculty here.” 

McMinn, originally from 
Brevard, North Carolina, pursued 
a BSBA in marketing at Western 
Carolina University as an under- 
graduate student. 

“T just picked marketing 
because I needed a major as an 
undergraduate student. It sounded 
fun,” he said. “I didn’t really know 
what it was, but I enjoyed it.” 

After graduating, he worked 


different jobs for a few years in- 


Gemini & You might be 
feeling restless right now, 
but consider being more 
patient with yourself and 
those around you. Now 
isn't the time to make 
impulsive decisions. 


Cancer & Your indeci- 
sive nature may be put to 
the test this week. Al- 
though it’s important to 
analyze the issue, some- 
times the solution is much 
simpler than you realize. 


Leo & You may struggle 
with allowing someone 
else to lead this week, but 
it’s not unbearable; you 
still shine brightly even 
when you aren't front and 
center. 


KOIBOYS IL: THE GOOD, THE BAD AND THE WATER PHYSICS 


cluding industrial engineering and 
tractor driving until he decided 

to return to WCU to pursue an 
MBA. 

McMinn never planned on 
being a professor, but instead was 
looking at an international sales 
position at R.J. Reynolds Tobacco 
Company after he graduated. He 
was interested in the traveling 
aspect of the job. 

The position at R.J. Reynolds 
Tobacco Company was put on 
hold as they were not ready to fill 


Virgo @ The next few 
days might leave you 
wondering if people value 
you, but your tendency to 
focus on the problem isn't 
helping. There is some 
good there if you look 
closely. 


Libra & You might find 
yourself feeling uncomfort- 
able in the days to come, 
but as much as you love 
certainty, remember that a 
little discomfort can move 
you forward in life. 


Scorpio iff It’s natural to 
want to treat yourself when 
you're stressed, but be 
careful about spending 
away your problems. Retail 
therapy can be stressful, 
too. 


the position. 

“It’s a good thing I didn’t 
get that job,” said McMinn. “I 
cant imagine selling cigarettes to 
people.” 

The dean of the business de- 
partment at WCU told McMinn 
about a possible teaching position 
at UM. 

McMinn flew down for an in- 
terview and got the job. He began 
working at UM in 1978, but did 
not have any intention on staying. 

Since joining UM, McMinn 
has taught over 10,000 students. 
It is common for him to teach 
children of previous students and 
current colleagues. 

In 2008, the University of 
Montevallo National Alumni As- 
sociation presented McMinn with 
the Outstanding Commitment 
to Teaching Award after being 
nominated by alumni including 
DeAnna Smith, an instructor of 
accounting from Morris, Alabama. 

“He has been able not only to 
keep up with the ever-changing 
technology in his teaching role, 
but he also has been able to relate 
to all the generations of students 
he has seen come through our 
department,” said Smith. “Ulti- 
mately, I believe that his genuine 
interest in our students’ success 
shines through and makes him a 
favorite teacher in each generation 
of students.” 

McMinn said that the best part 
of being a professor has been being 
able to give input in students’ lives 
and leave a positive impact. 

“Being a professor has been a 
great lifestyle. It has been the best 
lifestyle,” he said. 

Harry Hamilton, a former 
professor of management and 
McMinn’s good friend, believes 
that there was no better job for 
McMinn. 

“He was good for the Universi- 
ty and the University was good for 
him,” said Hamilton. “It was truly 
a match made in heaven.” 

Lanie Bell, a fifth-year account- 
ing major from Priceville, Ala- 
bama, sees McMinn as a mentor 
and looks to him for guidance. 

“Dr. McMinn knows how 


to cultivate student potential, 


Sagittarius [9 If your 
emotions are heightened 
right now, try to be mindful 
of how you’re coming off to 
others. Your intention may 
be right, but it means little 
when the words are wrong. 


Capricorn & It's 
possible that the responsi- 
bilities of this week will 
have you up against the 
wall. Try not to stress too 
much; your imagined 
outcome is always worse 
than the reality. 


Aquarius & Your 
emotions may be unstable 
these days, So it’s import- 
ant to pinpoint the source. 
Be careful about tying your 
feelings to others’ percep- 
tions of you. 


BY LAURA DEROCHER 


converse with students and he is 
a really easy professor to connect 
with,” said 22-year-old Bell. “He 
made me feel like I belonged and 
helped me find where I fit in at 
this University. I owe everything 
I am right now to him and his 
advice.” 

As the chair of the business 
department and a professor, 
McMinn must be knowledgeable 
in student issues, academic rules, 
communication skills and the 
most current technology. 

He has watched as UM started 
becoming more dependent on the 
internet and offered more online 
classes each year to be competitive 
among other universities. 

McMinn teaches classes based 
on computers, marketing, man- 
agement, networking, program- 
ming, web design and java script. 
Web design is his favorite subject 
to teach since the students are able 
to be creative in their work. 

“I don't necessarily have a least 
favorite class,” he said. “You can 
always make a class decent with a 
little work.” 

McMinn has strong roots 
in Montevallo after teaching at 
UM for so long, participating in 
College Night activities, cheering 
on students at athletic events and 
attending the First United Meth- 
odist Church in town, so he plans 
on sticking around in the area. 

However, he wants be able 
to do certain things now with 
his wife Martha McMinn, his 
children Katherine Campbell 
and Sarah Agarwal and his three 
grandchildren while he is still able 
to. 

McMinn plans on traveling 
and has a goal to take his grand- 
children to all of the national 
parks after his retirement. 

He is currently planning on 
taking a European river cruise 
with his wife in the spring of 
2019. 

“He wants to see the world, 
and I hope that he does,” said 
Bell. “No one is more deserving of 
retirement than him.” 


Pisces [ Bottling up 
your emotions comes easy 
to you, but consider verbal- 
izing your problems this 
week. People may know 
you well, but they aren't 
mind readers. 
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A VICTORY MADE IN MAYFIELD: 


THE MILKMAN COMETH WITH A GV3 





By RYAN HOWARD 


For the Gold Side’s Centen- 
nial production, the audience is 
transported to the eccentric town 
of Mayfield, where the only thing 
the citizens love more than their 
delectable dairy is the milkman 
who delivers it: Mickey Mullins. 
With the excitement of a new 
family coming to town in the air, 
the audience witnesses not only a 
sense of unity, but a heavy reliance 
on Mickey. 

Listeners are welcomed into the 
fold by the Four Quarts, a dapper 
barbershop quartet who insist we 
“come take a look.” While the 
quartet performs, the townsfolk 
make preparations to welcome the 
Owens family to their “nifty little 
city.” 

Young Mayfield resident Todd 
Thompson confesses his nerves to 
Mickey, as he’s never been on the 
giving end of the welcoming party 
before, and Mickey encourages 
him to keep a smile on his face 
and tell the Owens family what 
Mayfield means to him, leading to 
the introductory number, “Wel- 
come to Mayfield.” 

The Owens are surprised and 
more than a little confused by the 
town’s enthusiastic welcome, yet 
they attempt to remain composed 
as they introduce themselves to 
Mickey and the rest of the towns- 
folk. 

They learn that the townsfolk have 
prepared a charming ice cream 
social for the family to enjoy as 
soon as they get situated in their 
new home. 

As the Owens family settles in, 
Catherine and her son, Oliver, 
are sitting in their living room 
discussing how different Mayfield 
is compared to their old city life. 
As they talk, William and the 
youngest child, Alyssa, enter the 
home carrying boxes. 

William tries to be diplomatic 
and asks for some help unloading 
the car, but when Catherine snaps 
back, the two enter a full-blown 
argument. The following number, 


“Under my Roof,” establishes the 


family’s issues with each other and 
their hopes that Mayfield will help 
fix their problems. 

As the number ends, Mickey 
and Alyssa enter the home, as 
Mickey has stopped to make a de- 
livery to the Owens and could not 
bear the thought of Alyssa moving 
in boxes by herself. The family, 
clearly embarrassed, tries to play 
it off like everything is fine, but 
Mickey sees through the act. 

Alyssa asks if they can go to the 
local diner for lunch, and Wil- 
liam and Catherine send the kids 
out for a nice afternoon. When 
the kids leave, Mickey asks why 
the family decided to move to 
Mayfield, and the parents explain 
how they are trying to make a new 
start. Mickey reassures them that 
they made the right choice and 
offers them both bottles of milk in 
the number “Made in Mayfield.” 
William and Catherine begin the 
song as skeptics, but, as they drink 
the milk, they become more open 
to what Mickey is saying, end- 
ing the number enthusiastic and 
excited. 

The scene then shifts to the 
Buttercream Parlor, a “swanky 
little diner with the best malts 
around.” The Owens children 
enter and are enthusiastically 
welcomed by the patrons, much to 
the chagrin of Oliver, who feels as 
though he is above such pleasant- 
ries. 

Betty Buttercream, the owner, 
goes to take the children’s order, 
and is taken aback as she hears 
Alyssa order a burger with no 
cheese, and -- more shockingly -- a 
water instead of a malt. As Betty 
goes to prepare their orders, the 
children are approached by Todd 
Thompson and Jane Janssen, who 
are enamored with the newest kids 
on the block. 

After awkward attempts at flirt- 
ing, Betty interrupts, as it is Oli- 
ver's “first time” having a Mayfield 
malt, which is truly something to 
celebrate. The patrons enter into 
song and dance with the num- 
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Mickey urges Alyssas parents to drink up. Photo by Kat Bell 
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The Gold Side cast strikes a pose, leaning in toward charismatic milkman Mickey. Photo by Kat Bell 


ber, “I Would Die for a Malt,” as 
Oliver drinks and Alyssa looks on 
in awe. Eventually, both children 
join the festivities, much to the 
surprise of Alyssa, as her brother 
was earlier unenthused. 

When the number ends, Oliver 
and Jane embrace as Betty offers 
Alyssa a malt once more, not 
wanting Alyssa to feel left out. To 
everyone's shock and dismay, Al- 
yssa announces that she is lactose 
intolerant. After the patrons try 
to pressure Alyssa into indulging 
regardless, she becomes irritated 
and storms out, dragging Oliver 
and Jane along. 

Todd chases after them in 
concern while Betty and Richie 
Rutledge, the town mayor, discuss 
this newfound information. 
Alyssa’s lactose intolerance worries 
them; they feel it will hinder their 
plans and run the entire town of 
Mayfield into the ground. 

As they discuss, Mickey 
Mullins enters the diner and 
reminds the patrons that they have 
a housewarming to prepare for, 
causing them to scurry out ina 
hurry. Once the townsfolk leave, 
Mickey’s swell attitude takes a cold 
turn as he asks Richie and Betty 
what just transpired in the diner. 
The duo explains Alyssa’s alarming 
condition, which does not seem 
to worry Mickey in the slightest. 
Mickey leads the villainous group 
in the jazzy “Homogenized.” 

Meanwhile, a frazzled Alyssa 
is confused by her brother’s shift 
in attitude and sudden affection 
toward Jane. While they bicker, 
Todd approaches the group in a 
hurry, worried about whatever 
is causing Alyssa so much stress. 
When she explains that everyone 
is behaving strangely, Todd and 
the newly lovesick pair attempt 
to explain that love is the reason 
why Oliver has changed for the 
better in “A Little Weird.” A now 
conflicted Alyssa decides that she 
needs time to think about it and 
heads home. 

Upon arrival at her family 


home, Alyssa discovers that her 
mother and father have unpacked 
everything and fully decorated the 
house. Even stranger, her parents 
have undergone the exact same 
shift in attitude that her brother 
did earlier in the day. 

Alyssa tries to wrap her head 
around how this camaraderie de- 
veloped so quickly, but her family 
assures her that Mayfield and all of 
its friendly citizens are responsible 
for helping them see life through 
a new lens in “One Big Happy 
Family.” 

After the hectic housewarm- 
ing, Mickey enters the home to 
explain to the Owens family that 
the children had left the Butter- 
cream Parlor “without paying their 
bill,” 
Oliver speaks up, blaming Alyssa 


shocking everyone. When 


for “dragging him out in a tizzy,” 
Mickey calms everyone down by 
explaining that if Alyssa tags along 
with him down to the parlor and 
closes out the bill, everything will 
be taken care of. 

Mickey and Alyssa arrive at 
the Parlor, all the while discussing 
Alyssa’s lactose intolerance. She 
explains that she can drink milk, 
but it makes her a little gassy. As 
Mickey ponders this new infor- 
mation, Alyssa notices that the 
diner is currently empty because 
of the evening's ice cream social 
and asks Mickey if they can hurry 
and make their departure. Mickey, 
however, tells Alyssa that she need 
not worry about the bill, and he 
really brought her to the diner be- 
cause he noticed she seems down. 

Alyssa explains that she is 
confused by her family’s actions, 
but Mickey assures her that these 
developments aren't strange at all. 
He confesses to Alyssa that he’s 
been brainwashing the people of 
the town with his dairy. 

When asked why, he ex- 
plains that he’s simply trying to 
fix the problems of the world 
in “Spoiled.” He believes that 


people's differences make the 


world a more unpleasant place, 


and, should Alyssa simply indulge 
in a malt, she'd agree with him. 
Alyssa is left alone to consider it, 
and opts to speak with her family 
before making a decision. 

Alyssa runs out of the Parlor 
into the town square, where peo- 
ple are already gathering for the 
impending ice cream social. Todd 
stops Alyssa, asking why she seems 
so distressed, and Alyssa spills all 
of Mickey’s secrets to Todd and 
the townsfolk, who believe that 
Alyssa and Mickey are trying to 
pull a prank on them. 

Alyssa gets more and more 
upset as she realizes that her words 
are falling on deaf ears until Mick- 
ey steps in to diffuse the situation, 
brushing Alyssa’s worries off as 
nothing more than her “overactive 
imagination.” Mickey takes this 
opportunity to begin the evening's 
festivities by introducing his new- 
est flavor of ice cream, the “Sweet 
Sensation.” 

In “Ice Cream Social,” the 
townsfolk deliberate who should 
receive the honor of having the 
first bite, and they decide that 
they should give it to Alyssa since 
she has been having a hard time. 
Though Alyssa protests, she is cut 
off by her family, who are over- 
joyed at the decision the crowd 
has reached. Alyssa stares in silence 
at the ice cream bowl until Todd 
approaches her, insisting that “if 
weird is happy, maybe she could 
use a little weird.” 

Alyssa gives in and takes a bite 
of ice cream, becoming a mem- 
ber of the town. She and Mickey 
proceed to lead the townsfolk in a 
reprise of “Welcome to Mayfield,” 
once again insisting that their 
town simply can’t be beat. 

The number builds until they 
are interrupted by the Stallworth 
family, strangers stopping by on 
their road trip to grab a bite to 
eat. Alyssa tells the family that 
“they couldn't have picked a better 
place,” and everyone welcomes the 
Stallworths with one final “Wel- 
come to Mayfield.” 





The Four Quarts invite the audience to submerge themselves in the story. Photo by Kat Bell 
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Marion Brown: A gift to the game 


By JAMIE HAAS, Editor-in-chief 


It’s not hyperbolic to say that 
among current players, the name 
Marion Brown is near-synony- 
mous with the game of College 
Night. Some might even argue 
Brown is a staple of the University 
itself; a statement that becomes 
less shocking as one delves into 
how the two are so inextricably 
intertwined. 

Long before Brown graduated 
from UM in 2003, her godmoth- 
er attended the University in the 
1940s. Earlier still, Brown’s grand- 
mother was a member of the class 
of 1912. With this family lineage 
paving her path, it’s only natural 
that when she found her way to 
the University the experience was 
more akin to returning home than 
leaving it behind. 

“Of course, Montevallo piqued 
my interest,” said Brown. “Thank- 
fully, I made the perfect choice.” 

It wasn't long before Brown 
found her niche, merging 
seamlessly into organizations like 
the three student publications: 
Montage, The Alabamian and The 
Tower, as well as Purple Side. 

“I was introduced to some 
pretty fierce purples right off the 
bat,” said Brown. “They explained 
this thing that they called College 
Night. I have to admit, it was 
pretty tempting and they sold me 
pretty quickly.” 

However, it wasn’t until after 
her first College Night experience 
that Brown truly understood 
the reverence others had for the 
tradition. 

Her first job was acting as fly 











By JONATHAN BREWER 


College Night is a 
fundamental aspect of 
what makes the University 
of Montevallo special; it 
transcends generations and 
unifies current students. 
The bonds made on a side 
can sometimes only be 
understood by the people 
who have experienced it 
themselves. In honor of the 
Centennial Celebration, 
we ve contacted alumni 
from many walks of life and 
eras of College Night. They 
have listed their favorite 
shows, memories and de- 
scribed how the game has 
made a long-lasting impact 
on their lives. 


Name: Merriam Finch 
Graduation Year: 1956 
(UM was still known as 
Alabama College) 

Side: Purple 

Favorite memory: “I loved 
College Night. It was a lot 
of fun times with lots of 
laughing. And I didn't just 
hang out with Purples, and 


rail operator, bringing the produc- 
tion’s scenery in and out. Brown 
also enjoyed working on the sets, 
preferring tech-focused jobs as she 
wasnt an “on-stage girl.” She later 
worked as lighting board operator 
as well. 

“I was just as happy to serve in 
that capacity as I was in any other, 
because it was important just to be 
a part of it. It didn’t really matter 
what perspective it was from,” said 
Brown. 

Considering her enthusiasm 
for the tradition, it should come as 
no surprise that Brown eventually 
became Purple Side leader. 

“T guess I was insane,” Brown 
remarked with a laugh. 

In a slightly more serious 
tone (but only slightly), Brown 
explained that it was a combina- 
tion of her own experience and 
the faith and guidance from older 
Purples that encouraged her to 
take the dive and run for leader. 

“Tt is hard to decide to run, 
because you have to put yourself 
out there, your accomplishments 
and your weaknesses both. But I 
loved what it meant and what we 
were trying to do together,” said 
Brown. 

Brown currently serves in 
two roles at UM: Director of 
the Office for Facility and Event 
Scheduling and Director of Col- 
lege Night. 

“The job description for 
College Night director has a lot of 
small, Latin print at the bot- 
tom that I couldn't read before I 
signed the dotted line,” she joked. 


that’s one thing I liked. 
There was not as much 
division and ‘hanging out 
with certain people. We 
were friends with everyone. 


I liked that.” 


Name: Kit Waters 
Graduation Year: 1978 
Side: Gold 

Favorite show: “The show 
I was in my freshman year, 
1976, but I can’t remember 
the name of it. We lost.” 
Favorite memory: “The ex- 
perience! The friendships, 
long hours and unity that 
last to this day!” 


Name: Melanie Poole 
Graduation Year: 1986 
Side: Gold (leader in 1985) 
Favorite show: “My favor- 
ite College Night show was 
‘Truckstop 119, for which I 
was a Gold Leader!” 
Favorite memory: “My 
favorite College Night 
memory is standing on 
stage after the shows in 
1985 with all the cabinet, 


“Where do I even begin?” 

Alongside the College Night 
Committee, Brown is charged 
with a myriad of tasks to ensure 
the successful completion of the 
annual tradition. 

“There’s not much I can do 
alone, but together we get this 
magical thing called College Night 
to happen every year,” said Brown. 

Considering her longstanding 
relationship with the game, one 
might wonder how Brown’s views 
of the tradition have evolved over 
the years. According to Brown, it’s 
the game itself that changes. 

“If things don’t change, they 
die. They must change to reflect 
the students that play the game,” 
said Brown. “That being said, 
there may be trends, but the foun- 
dation remains true no matter the 
time. That’s how we as alumni can 
speak to a Purple or Gold from 
1960 as easily as we can to one 
from two years ago. We all share 
those foundational things that 
keep it relevant in our lives.” 

The respect Brown has for 
College Night is its own kind 
of service, elevating the game’s 
mythos and lending to its timeless 
nature. Yet, Brown insists it’s the 
game that has serviced her over 
the years. 

“T just want the students to 
understand how much pride | 
have in their success,” said Brown. 
“I watch them grow as people, 
learning about themselves and one 
another. That is my gift, and it is 


probably the most special, greatest Brown graduated from 


gift I could receive.” 


Mr. and Ms. 
Montevallo 


Marcus Moore 


Savannah Willard 


cast and crew members and 
SGA President Vic Pierce 
coming out to make the 
announcement of the win- 
ner. He was standing right 
next to me, and I could just 
see over his shoulder a slip 
of paper on which he had 
written the winning side 
phrase. It was ‘over and 
over again, which of course 
was the Gold phrase, so I 
knew just as he announced 
it that we had won. I was 
immediately swept off my 
feet in a swirl of people, 
cheering and crying amid 
the deafening sounds of 
victory. College Night made 
me truly feel I belonged at 
Montevallo. That I was part 
of something much bigger 
than myself” 


Name: Mary Reid Howard 
Graduation Year: 1991 
(leader) 

Side: Gold 

Favorite show: “My favorite 
show that I actually partic- 
ipated in was ‘No Rhyme, 


. 
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nother College Night review 


No Reason in 1990. It was a 
fairytale show. The fairytale 
characters kept disappear- 
ing and Mother Goose had 
to get the audience involved 
and show they believed 

to make them reappear. I 
played Melba Toast, the Old 
Woman in the Shoe. It was 
a fun cast and an amaz- 

ing show. The important 
thing about it was that we 
were asked to give a repeat 
performance for school 
children. Kids came on a 
field trip from surround- 
ing school systems, and we 
were able to do it one more 
time, outside of College 
Night” 

Favorite memory: “Be- 
sides the amazing times I 
had with my friends, and 
besides leading my side to 
victory in 1991, the most 
significant memory is my 
College Night proposal 
after we won. 


CONTINUED ON 
PAGE 4 


a ‘als 
; = 





The 
@ihiieieret! 


Farmer Hall, 

Behind Post Office 
Station 6222 
Montevallo, AL 35115 


alabamian@montevallo.edu 


Editor-in-Chief 


Jamie Haas 


Layout Editor 
DeAndra Hodge 


Managing Editor of 
Content 


Waid Jones 


Photography Editor 
Kat Bell 


Copy Editor 
Donovan Cleckley 


Assistant Managing 
Editor 
Caleb Jones 


Contributing writers 
Jasmine Baxter 

Jonathan Brewer 

Laura DeRocher 

Ariel Hall 

Ryan Howard 


Adviser 
Tiffany Bunt 


College Nignt page 3 


66 
wee elem ret Woes 


\ / 
~ _ _ 
. \» 


— THROUGH ONE — 
never cried, laughed €: 
AND SWEATED THROUGH ONE‘ 


know this: It is the 


CR 














College Nignt 


REVIEW CONTINUED 


My then-boyfriend walked 
into our circle and asked 
me to marry him in front of 
the entire side. It was quite 
an exciting time! A victory 
and an engagement!” 


Name: Pamela Fraley 
Graduation Year: 1992 
Side: Purple 

Favorite show: “The Purple 
show from 1990, ‘Naked 
Grapes and Old Raisins, 
or what we all referred to 
as “The Hell Show, comes 
to mind because this was 
a time in my life where I 
learned a life lesson about 
the importance of winning 
and losing, as well as the 
significance of friendship. 
We lost College Night that 
year, and this is the year 
that I learned that there 

is much more to College 
Night than winning. ‘The 
cast for this show was 
very cohesive; we were all 
friends almost instantly 
and most of us didn't even 
know one another before 


we were all cast in this 
show together. Rehearsal 
every night was so much 
fun. These are the real 
things that are important, 
the things that judges cant 
take away from you when 
they give more points to the 
other side. Yes, I bawled my 
eyes out on Palmer Stage 
on Saturday Night when 
the SGA President said the 
wrong catchphrase, because 
at the time I thought that 
having fun meant we were 
automatically going to win 
College Night. Well, all of 
us did win, just in a more 
symbolic way. 

Favorite memory: “I would 
have to say that my most 
significant memories from 
College Night are from 
1992, which was my se- 
nior year. First of all, we 
won with our show ‘Free 

to Dance, and everybody 
wants to win their senior 
year right? We were ina 
“rebuilding” mode that 
year, attempting to re- 
capture some important 
values that had been lost 

in the shuffle of misguided 


competitiveness. To bea 
senior member of the side 
while we worked to find the 
balance between teamwork 
and divisiveness, friendship 
and disagreement, all while 
working to recapture the 
magic that the whole Purple 
Side so desperately needed 
was something I will never 
forget. It was very difficult 
to pass and be forgotten 
with the rest, but when I 
closed the stage door of 
Palmer for the last time, 

I knew that I was among 
those who could say that 
we were truly leaving the 
side in a good place for the 
people who would follow in 
our footsteps.” 


Name: Mia Molina- Haynie 
Graduation Year: Under- 
grad - 1995; Grad - 2001 
Side: Both. Purple (2 years); 
Gold (2 years) “God used 
both experiences in my life 
in dramatic ways.” 
Favorite show: “ A Little 
Knight Music. It's such a 
wonderful thing... I can 
still sing all the songs from 
that show. The musical 


Centennial athletics recap 


By ARIEL HALL 


To kick off the Centen- 
nial College Night athletic 
events, Purples and Golds 
took to Myrick Gyms court 
on Saturday, Jan. 26, to test 
their volleyball skills. Pur- 
ple won two games, the first 
25-12 and the other 25-17, 
and took home an overall 
win for volleyball. 

From the start of the vol- 
leyball game, Purple Side 
was consistent in getting 
the ball over the net and 
both teams played hard. 

The winning point of the 
match for Purple side was 
made as Gold Side served 
the ball into the net. 

However, losing the first 
game of the season did 
not discourage Gold Side's 
ultimate frisbee team. On 
Feb. 2, Purple side started 
strong, but as the Golds 


A closer look at the College 


By JASMINE BAXTER 


“It's been special know- 
ing that we are a part of 
something that we will not 
experience again in our 
lifetime. It’s such a huge 
milestone,’ remarked Kath- 
erine Adams, Director of 
Business Support Services 
and IS&T at UM. 

Of course, Adams senti- 
ment about College Night 
is one that many of us can 
comprehend, especially on 
the eve of a historic event 
like the Centennial. Howev- 
er, fewer people understand 
just how big of a role she 
plays in our homecoming’s 
continued success. 

She, among others, are 
part of the College Night 
Committee--a relatively 
large group of faculty, staff 
and students that supports 
the school’s signature tra- 
dition by making sure that 
everything runs smoothly 
and that each side plays by 
the rules. 

The organizations duties 


began to catch up, the 
Purples lost momentum. 

The Golds went on to 
overtake Purple’s team, 
ultimately winning the 
game 15-6. Despite their 
loss, Purple Side rallied 
together to congratulate 
and support their players. 

The following Sat- 
urday, while onlookers 
decked out in their 
respective side’s colors 
cheered, the womens bas- 
ketball players warmed 
up. For the majority of 
the game, Purple Side 
led Gold Side by several 
points. The Golds fought 
to keep the ball in their 
court, but in the end, 
Purple Side’s womens 
basketball team came out 
on top with a 31-16 win 
on Feb. 3. 


include activities like selling 
tickets and working the 
door; securing judges for 
the production; verifying 
that deadlines and stan- 
dards are met; assisting 
cheerleaders and Palmer 
staff; judging work like 

the production books; 
generating marketing and 
merchandise; and, ensuring 
facilities are available, open 
and secure. 

As her position might 
suggest, Adams works 
closely with both Purple 
and Gold Side business 
managers, sets up the 
University’s side of the 
ticket sales and helps with 
ushering and further ticket 
purchases during perfor- 
mances. 

One of the committee's 
main goals, she stated, is to 
support the students who 
participate in College Night 
and protect it for future 
generations. 

‘We really are a group of 


“Being a freshman, I 
didn't have any expecta- 
tions and it can be a little 
overwhelming. But being at 
the games is so much fun 
because youre cheering 
alongside the people you 
call family,’ said Kensley 
Sandlin, freshman musical 
theatre student and Gold 
Side cast member. 

On the last day of the 
2019 College Night season, 
Feb. 9, the Purple and Gold 
sides will come together for 
one final sporting event, the 
mens basketball game. 


(Right) The Purple Side volleyball [> 
team celebrates their victory with 

an enthusiastic embrace. Photo by 

Kat Bell 


Find more College Night 
Athletics Photography at 


thealabamian.com 








people that love this tradi- 
tion. We want it to continue 
and grow, and we want the 
students to have this con- 
nection that is unique to 
UM, Adams noted. “It lasts 
a lifetime and sets us apart 
from all the other home- 
coming traditions.” 

Dr. Kristen Gilbert, 
assistant provost and 
psychology professor, as 
well as the committee's 
current co-chair, spoke 
out in agreement: “I have 
always enjoyed serving on 
the College Night Commit- 
tee because its members 
understand the legacy of 
College Night -- including 
the importance of Col- 
lege Night to our students’ 
liberal arts education -- and 
enjoy working to continue 
that legacy’ 

Gilbert has been a mem- 
ber of the committee for 
seven years now, and said 
that although each year has 
been enjoyable, the energy 


directors and scriptwriters 
were amazingly talented. 
They, along with the entire 
cast, made me feel special, 
like I had a place to belong. 
And nothing is better than 
getting to dress up like a 
princess -- Lady Kather- 
ine!” 

Favorite memory: “There 
are just so many. I was 
blessed in high school to 
have a friend named Steph- 
anie Bell. She was the type 
of person that was always in 
my corner encouraging me 
to pursue my love of theatre 
and music. I was not always 
proud of who I was in high- 
school and I knew there 
were probably not a lot of 
people from my hometown 
that would be attending 
Montevallo, but God knew. 
My first night on campus, 

I walked into Main Hall 

-- having locked my keys 

in my trunk while trying to 
move myself into my first 
dorm room -- and I look up 
and there is Stephanie and 
her best friend. And before 
I knew it, they were intro- 
ducing me to friend after 
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of the Centennial is un- 
matched. 

“This year’s College 
Night is different because 
it is a benchmark; it is an 
opportunity to pause and 
look back with apprecia- 
tion and awe and a chance 
to look ahead with hope 
and wonder,’ said Gilbert. 
“College Night has stood 
for 100 years in all its 
amazing glory, and now 
we can look forward to the 
next 100 years. We wont 
be here to see what College 
Night looks like 100 years 
from now as it continues 
to change and grow, but we 
are all thrilled to be a part 
of its history: 

She continued on to 
describe the joy that comes 
from the collaboration of 
both current and former 
students. 

‘What is clear from 
working with College Night 
players from across the 
generations is that Purple 
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friend. My favorite College 
Night memory is watching 
Stephanie Bell be the Pur- 
ple leader and then getting 
crowned Ms. Montevallo.’ 


Name: Jeff Walker 
Graduation Year: 2008 
Side: Gold (leader) 
Favorite show: “My favorite 
show was “The Amazing 
Adventures of Power Guy 
and Gary Valor’ in 2007. 

I served as director and 
writer. 

Favorite memory: “That 
year, Palmer was in need of 
repair so we had to per- 
form College Night in the 
Student Activity Center. 
Purples and Golds had to 
work together to transform 
the SAC into a theatre. 

We had to build the stage, 
bring in lighting equipment 
and work hand-in-hand to 
make sure College Night 
happened. It was a remark- 
able experience that really 
brought the sides closer 
together.’ 


and Gold allegiances are 
fierce and remain over the 
years, but in the end, what 
everyone is really true to is 
College Night and the Uni- 
versity of Montevallo.’ 

“It's been stressful of 
course, but there's been an 
overall renewed sense of 
love and pride,’ commented 
Mackenzie Haugh, Purple 
Side Leader and College 
Night committee member. 
“I couldn't be more proud 
of everyone's hard work.” 

The Centennial College 
Night Committee invites 
everyone to help make sure 
that College Night lasts well 
into the future by contrib- 
uting to the Endowment 
Fund. According to Gilbert, 
the fund was created to 
provide additional financial 
support to College Night, 
and donations can be given 
through the school's web- 
site. 


College Nignt 
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By DONOVAN CLECKLEY, Copy editor 
and CALEB JONES, Assistant manag- 
ing editor 


Gold Side Leaders-Ryan 
Howard and Catherine 
Renda 

1.What does Gold Side 
mean to you? 

RH: The Gold Side has 
been a massive part of my 
college career, as it has 
helped me discover talents 
that I would have never 
known about otherwise. 
Losing my freshman year 
was a big deal because I was 
devastated that we could 
put so much work into a 
project just to be told that 
we werent good enough. 
But I wouldn't trade that 
experience for the world. 

CR: When I got to Mon- 
tevallo as a freshman there 
was something magical 
that clicked inside my heart 
that made me feel a part of 
something special. Since 
then, the love and support 
I’ve received from this side 
has made my love for Mon- 
tevallo and Gold Side grow. 
There is this unspoken 
bond between all of us that 
we all share and understand 
and because of that Gold 
Side to me is home. 

2.What experiences 
brought you to choose 
Gold Side? 

RH: Even though I 
knew a lot of Gold alumni 
through community the- 
atre, I wanted to keep an 
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(From left) Tyon Hudson, Mackenzie Haugh, Catherine Renda and Ryan Howard pose outside Farmer Hall, raising their side’ respective hand signs. Photo by Kat Bell, courtesy of Emma Gray 


open mind when I came to 
school here, since it’s more 
important to like the people 
who are currently involved 
than the alumni who aren't 
really going to be around 
for the better part of the 
season. But by the time 
that College Night rolled 
around, I realized that I 
was hanging out with more 
Golds than Purples. 

CR: When I heard the 
Gold Side sing our side 
song [I realized] what side 
I was supposed to be on. 
The lyrics, the harmonies, 
the way the Golds looked 
at each other through the 
song -- it was something 
special and I wanted to be a 
part of every single bit of it. 

3.Among your experi- 
ences with College Night 
so far, which one has been 
most memorable for you? 

RH: My most memora- 
ble College Night experi- 
ence happened during the 
2017 College Night season, 
which was my sophomore 
year. I had written the show 
that year, and I also got 
appointed to the assistant 
director position. Since it 
was the first thing like that 
I had ever written, I was 
very protective of it, to the 
point of being stubborn, 
and at times, rude. But one 
night, the Leaders that year 
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pulled me into the kitchen 
and told me that while, yes, 
I was the one who wrote the 
script, I had to stop being 
protective over it because 
it was now the side's script, 
and I had to trust them and 
the system. I am forever 
thankful for them pulling 
me aside and saying that. 
CR: It has to be my 
freshman year. I was in the 
2015 Gold Victory Pro- 
duction and it was one of 
the best experiences of my 
life. Our show was called 
“Diamond in the Rough” 
and from the beginning of 
the process I had the time 
of my life. This game was 
new to me and I wanted to 
soak it all in. On Saturday 
night, I was filled with so 
many emotions of excite- 
ment and nervousness 
because I had no idea what 
to expect. I was towards the 
back of the stage with my 
thumb held high and I was 
holding Emily Gabhart’s 
hand. The SGA president 
had started his speech 
leading up to revealing the 
winning catchphrase. There 
is nothing like having your 
heart beat out of your chest 
waiting for the moment of 
pure bliss. All I heard was 
“When we...’ and I knew 
our side had won. 





So whats 
i+ gonna be, 


Purple Side Leaders-Mack- 
enzie Haugh and Tyon 
Hudson 

1.What does Purple 
Side mean to you? 

MH: Purple side is like 
my family away from my 
family, because I live two- 
and-a-half hours away, 
so it’s nice to have a sense 
of community that's here 
whenever I’m away from 
home. 

TH: Purple side is all 
about family to me. It’s 
about being there for peo- 
ple, win or lose. It's about 
loving each other, and it's 
about pushing on until the 
end. Because it's never over 
until Saturday night, and 
that’s the most important 
thing: that Saturday Night, 
when were together as a 
family. 

2.What experiences 
brought you to choose 
Purple Side? 

MH: I came up and 
watched Draculas Dungeon 
“[Love Bites: A New Rock 
Musical], and I actually 
got the unique experience 
of coming up on Saturday 
that year, so I got to watch 
Purple Side lose, and even 
watching them lose, I felt 
like it was more of a family. 
That just really drew me 
to Purple Side. I felt like 
I would rather lose with 


Purple Side than win with 
Gold Side. 

TH: When I got [to UM] 
I originally didnt choose 
Purple Side, but after seeing 
the family, and after seeing 
the people that loved each 
other and wanted to work 
so hard with each other -- 
well I just didn't stay Gold 
long. 

3. AMOng your experi- 
ences with College Night 
so far, which one has been 
most memorable for you? 

MH: Oh gosh, that’s 
a hard one. Probably my 
sophomore year, playing 
volleyball. I played all three 
years, not including this 
year, but sophomore year 
was the year we broke a 21- 
year losing streak in volley- 
ball, and it was just out of 
this world. I mean, we lost 
College Night overall, but 
everyone was still walking 
on air because we won 
volleyball and it was just a 
big deal. 

TH: The most mem- 
orable thing is College 
Night my junior year. We 
didn't win, but we were still 
there together, and we still 
reminded each other that 
each year we can come back 
stronger. 
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VICTIM, LOSING STREAK CONTINUES 


IT WAS JOSEPH, 
ON THE ROOF, 
WITH THE PISTOL. 


By JAMIE HAAS, Editor-in chief 


“Whodunit?” was the question 
on every audience member’s mind 
as the plot of the Centennial 
Purple Victory show, “Murder En 
Plastique,” unfolded. 

Putting a purple twist on a 
classic, Agatha Christie-inspired 
murder mystery, the show takes 
place in Montevallo’s own Flow- 
erhill Manor, where guests have 
begun arriving for a mysterious 
dinner hosted by Lord Coulderoy. 

The scene is set by a kooky 
trio of caretakers, the Wormpots, 
who greet the potential victims 
as they enter and join the show's 
opening number, “What's Going 
on Tonight?” The staff and guests 
alike ponder whether the night is 
to yield merry-making or despair, 
noting that either way the audi- 
ence is in for a surprise. 

Wayne Krelborne is the first to 
make his entrance, with his literal 
right-hand man and feathered 
friend, Bramwell, by his side. Lady 
Lucifere is next, donned in a stark- 
white fur coat and self-righteous 
attitude; then, Tippy LaRue finds 
her way inside, a young actress 
who claims to be on the up-and- 
up. 

Michelo Stefanopolis, re- 
nowned painter and cheesemaker, 
follows shortly after, offering 
the other guests a pocketful of 
gruyere. The final guest, Evelyn 
White, arrives just in time to be 
greeted by family friend, Joseph 
Sheppard. 

The two begin making small- 
talk, Joseph inquiring about 
Evelyn’s newfound home in 
New York, and Evelyn biting her 
tongue as Joseph not-so-subtly 
belittles and deprecates her “blos- 
soming” career as a florist. 

The pair’s catching-up is 
cut short, however, when Lady 
Lucifere enters a trance-like state, 
proclaiming that the host, Evelyn's 
Uncle, may not be joining the 
group for dinner later that night, 
as he has embarked on a long and 
spiritual journey. Mr. Wormpot 
insists that Lord Coulderoy will, 
in fact, be present but a little 
tardy. 

The guests are making their 
way to the dining room when one 
more visitor arrives at the door. 
Enter Puck Violet, the earnest 
small-town Sheriff and Evelyn's 
long-time admirer. In his attempt 
to make conversation with the 
florist, the well-intentioned Puck 
only succeeds in putting his 
foot in his mouth, accidentally 





The 2019 Purple cast waves to the side during “Finale,” acknowledging how they couldn't have made it through the night without their family. Photo by Kat Bell 


implying that Evelyn needs a man 
by her side to run a successful 
business. She’s quick to set him 
straight, though, with the tongue- 
in-cheek tune, “Woman.” 

Once the duo joins the rest 
of the ensemble, the audience 
becomes privy to every guest's 
relation to the host. Lady Lucifere 
is revealed to be Lord Coulderoy’s 
former lover, but the two split over 
irreconcilable differences. Joseph 
is the host’s old friend, as well 
as co-owner of Coulderoy’s Pet 
Preservation and Funeral Co., and 
he discloses that Wayne and Bram- 
well are engaged in a heated legal 
battle with the company. Michelo 
laments his experience painting a 
portrait of the host, but not being 
paid after Lord Coulderoy was dis- 
satishled with the work. Tippy was 
similarly snubbed in her pursuit 
of a part in a radio ad for the Pet 
Preservation Co. 

These confessions are interrupt- 
ed by the arrival of Lord Coulde- 
roy himself. However, as Evelyn 
is quick to point out, something 
isn't right. The host is stiff, pale 
and waxy-looking. His condition 
is confirmed when Sheriff Violet 
gives the cadaver a closer look, 
proclaiming, “He's as hard as a 
rock.” 

It’s Joseph that makes the 
grand reveal: Lord Coulderoy has 
been plastinated, a technique that 
converts organic remains into plas- 
tic and is often utilized in the pet 
preservation process. 

Tensions are high and “Accusa- 
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Evelyn flaunts her femininity in “Woman.” Photo by Kat Bell 


tions,” fly when the room realizes 
that all within the walls of Flower- 
hill Manor had motive and means 
to murder Lord Coulderoy. As 
suspects in a murder investigation 
are wont to do, though, the guests 
claim innocence and split up. 

Not long after, a second victim 
is unearthed: Michelo Stefanop- 
olis. At the scene of the crime, 
Joseph finds a tuft of white fur, 
not unlike that found on Lady 
Lucifere’s jacket. However, before 
she can be apprehended for the 
misdeed, Lucifere confesses that 
the furs can’t match because hers 
are fake, and the found fur is real. 

With that lead gone cold, the 
Wormpots are next to come under 
fire. The group postulates that 
surely the caretakers of the Flow- 
erhill Manor are guilty; after all, 
who had a better opportunity? 

This theory is shot down as 
well, though, when it’s revealed 
that the Wormpots are new hires 
and barely know the layout of the 
manor, let alone how to go about 
constructing a plot as intricate as 
this. 

Panic sets in once more as it 
occurs to the guests that they're 
being picked off one-by-one, with 
no way to contact the authorities 
and no clue as to who the killer 
truly is. With little hope and fewer 
options, the gang splits up once 
more to comb the manor for clues. 

Left alone to search the library, 
Evelyn and Puck share a moment 
of tenderness. The couple sings of 


their long-shared admiration and 
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affection for one another in “What 
I See,” reflecting on their growth 
since childhood. At the end of the 
number, Evelyn gifts Puck a flower 
her Uncle plastinated for her 
before she left for New York. He 
proudly pins it to his lapel, and 
the two exit to meet the others. 

Once together, Bramwell and 
Lady Lucifere unveil a new piece 
of evidence, Lord Coulderoy’s 
last will and testament wherein 
he leaves everything he owns -- 
including his company shares -- to 
Joseph. While arising suspicion, 
the will itself proves nothing, and 
Wayne, Bramwell and Lucifere are 
left to stew in their disappoint- 
ment at not catching the killer. 

In an upbeat number titled “You 
Got a Problem,” the odd pair be- 
rates one another for their short- 
comings before coming to the 
realization that they have more in 
common than they first believed. 

As the night draws toward 
its close, Joseph frames Evelyn 
for both crimes, citing that he 
discovered the murder weapon 
for Michelo’s disposal -- a white, 
plastinated cat -- under the florist’s 
bed. Despite her pleas for the 
others to reconsider this conclu- 
sion, Joseph separates Evelyn from 
her fellow guests, leading her to 
Flowerhill Manor’s roof. It’s here 
where Joseph divulges his master 
plan (“Plastic”). 

Meanwhile, as Puck laments 
his loss of Evelyn, he stumbles 
across the story's figurative smok- 
ing gun: Lord Coulderoy’s true 
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The cast gleefully sings about solving the master plan. Photo by Kat Bell 


will, proving Evelyn’s innocence. 
The Sheriff then pursues the Vil- 
lain to the roof, where the Florist 
is being held hostage. However, 
our heroes are then met with the 
story's literal smoking gun: the pis- 
tol Joseph pulls from his pocket. 

A brief struggle ensues, with a 
lone bullet being discharged and 
lodging into the plastinated flower 
pinned to Puck's lapel. Although 
Joseph attempts to flee, the man- 
or’s staff comes at him from all 
sides, and he’s ultimately captured. 

With the threat of Joseph's 
wrath removed, Evelyn is left 
with a choice. Will she return to 
New York and the flower shop, or 
stay in Montevallo to run the Pet 
Preservation business? 

She answers, “There’s no place 
on Earth quite like this little 
town. It’s special. Magical. And Pll 
always be honored to have called it 
my home, even if only for a little 
while.” 

However, New York is the 
home to which she must return; 
but, not without Sheriff Puck 
Violet by her side. It’s decided that 
Lady Lucifere will remain at Flow- 
erhill to look after the property, as 
well as the business, while the new 
couple begins their life together in 
the big apple. 

Much like the side they 
represent, this group that began 
as strangers comes together as a 
family for the production's “Fina- 
le,” singing of love and unity with 


their heads held high and PV’s 
held higher. 
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(Above) Joseph reveals his two-faced and sinister nature in the show-stopping number, “Plastic.” Photo by Kat Bell 
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A city’s past re-examined: Montevallo partakes 
in Community Remembrance Project 


By JASMINE BAXTER 


“Until very recently, lynching 
was something I knew about from 
photographs,” remarked presenter 
Kathy King as she stood in front 
of the crowded Pat Scales Special 
Collection Room. “Like many 
of you, I’m sure, I would look at 
them. They were black and white. 
They were distant. They happened 
somewhere else.” 

She paused there, visibly 
collecting her thoughts before 
she began to describe the part 
Montevallo plays at The National 
Memorial for Peace and Justice—a 
monument that commemorates 
victims of lynching in the United 
States. 

“When you go to Montgom- 
ery, if you haven't been yet, there’s 
a slide of the soil collection jars. 
There’s one that says Montevallo, 
and it will hurt, I promise you.” 

As the coalition co-leader of 
Montevallo’s Community Remem- 
brance Project, King was one of 
three women to spend the evening 
of Feb. 12 recapping their experi- 
ences with the town’s history. 

The trio discussed two separate 
incidents—the lynching of A.T. 
Hardin and Dan A. Pippins in the 
1930s, and two black men—one 
known only as “Big Six”—in the 
1880s. 

According to Kathy Lowe, 
Carmichael Library’s head of 
reference, information about the 
double lynching was first uncov- 
ered by Dr. John Roy Steelman, a 
sociology professor at the Univer- 
sity of Montevallo from 1928 to 
1934. 

While secretly investigating on 
behalf of The Southern Commis- 
sion on the Study of Lynching, he 
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(Lett to right) Kathy King, Debra Harton Love, Kathy Lowe and Amanda Melcher led the discussion. Photo by Jasmine Baxter 


became involved in a case study 
about a young white girl who was 
murdered in Tuscaloosa. After 
her body was found, Pippins, 18; 
Hardin, 15; and Elmore “Honey” 
Clark, 28, were accused, arrested 
and jailed for the murder. 

Months later, while being 
transferred for their own safety, 
they were lynched by a mob of 
townspeople. The only reason 
their story can be heard today is 
because Clark survived to testify to 
the court. 

Recently, Lowe was able to pass 
the information to Debra Love, 
A.T. Hardin's great-niece, to offer 
closure and reconciliation for her 
family. 

“Can you imagine that the 
reason they gave for arresting Dan 
was that he had a funny look on 
his face?” Love added. “It’s still 
unclear why they arrested A.T. and 


why they arrested Honey, but they 
had families. Families who hurt 
even today, especially when you 
don’t talk about it.” 

“For so many years, it was 
like they didn’t exist. They were 
human beings. ‘They were young. 
Dan Pippins was the only child 
his parents had, the only one. Can 
you imagine what their life was 
like after that?” 

Love could vividly detail the pain 
her mother felt the weekend of 
her uncle’s death, which was still 
prominent when they went to col- 
lect soil for the national memorial 
more than 80 years later. 

The lynching of the other two 
men, however, was a completely 
different situation. Neither of 
them have any known family. 

Reportedly, they were both 
blamed for the murder of John 


Lawrence, a white man who was 


shot while attempting to stop 
a burglary at a grocery store on 
Main Street. 

The subsequent lynching took 
place less than 50 yards away, and 
police reports place the incident in 
front of the present City Hall. 

“The two African American 
males who died left little mark on 
the historical record, however,” 
King recounted. “We don't know 
their names, we don't know their 
families, we don’t know their ori- 
gins. Their lives didn’t matter.” 

“It wouldn't have occurred to 
white folks to report whether they 
had wives or children, whether 
they were mourned by brothers, 
sisters, or friends. They were just 
‘lynched negros.’” 

Several audience members were 
overcome with tears, discreetly 
wiping their faces as others shifted 
uncomfortably in their seats. 





The emotion in the room was 
best captured by senior social work 
major Rebekah Koen: 

“Like the second woman who 
spoke said, it’s important to give 
these people names and tell their 
history and let other people know 
that they're more than just a grue- 
some figure in an old black and 
white photograph. And equally as 
important is showing people that 
lynching isn't some old phenome- 
non that stopped about a hundred 
years ago. [here were people in 
the audience who wanted so badly 
to distance themselves from the 
violence we spoke about, and hay- 
ing discussions like the one today 
forces them to see America’s ugly 
racial history for what it was, and 
to see how it affects black people 
today.” 


UM to launch esports team fall 2019 


By WAID JONES, Managing Editor 


When Dr. Brendan Beal came 
to Montevallo, he had no idea 
that he would later become the 
University’s first esports head 
coach. Nevertheless, he’s currently 
working alongside the University 
in preparing to hold tryouts for its 
emerging esports program. 

The team will focus on 
competing with other collegiate 
esports programs in League of 
Legends tournaments. ‘The pro- 
gram will begin their inaugural 
season competing in the Peach 
Belt Conference during the fall 
2019 semester. 

“Montevallo’s esports team is 
the first of its kind in Alabama,” 
stated Beal, an associate professor 
of social work at UM. 

The team will start its life 
as a club with 15 active players. 
Beal and others involved hope 
the program will soon grow to 
30 players and be housed in the 
Athletics Department before the 
2020 academic year. 

While officially a club sport, 
the team will be upholding all of 
the rigorous standards associated 
with being on an athletics team. 
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This will include compliance 
with GPA restrictions and drug 
testing. These measures will assist 
the team with its plans to make 
the transition into the Athletics 
Department. 

“Athletics ads a lot, it adds 
professionalism and it also adds 
resources,” Beal said of the pro- 
grams goal to be housed in the 
athletics department, emphasizing 
that it would add a measure of 
legitimacy. 

Ten other universities have 
already joined the Peach Belt 
Conference, which is currently the 
only NCAA Division II esports 
conference in the U.S. 

There are also more than 100 
high schools with esports pro- 
grams across the country. 

According to Forbes, the pro- 
fessional esports market is expect- 
ed to become a $1 billion industry 
by the end of 2019, and the video 
game industry as a whole grew 10 
percent to a record high of $135 
billion in revenue worldwide in 
2018. 

Montevallo is positioning itself 
to be on the forefront of a bur- 
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geoning college esports scene. 

“We are taking a look at es- 
ports and saying that we should be 
playing this. We're saying esports 
is important,” Beal expounded on 
the University’s reasoning for put- 
ting a focus on esports. ‘Tryouts 
for the team will be on March 9 in 
room 106 of Strong Hall. Current 
UM students, as well as prospec- 
tive students, are encouraged to 
attend. 

Tryouts will be primarily 
focused on filling out the team’s 
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League of Legends squad, but will 
also be used to determine interest 
for a second game so that UM’s 
esports can branch out into other 
titles. 

Beal expects the tryouts to 
draw students from both out-of- 
state and in-state, and expressed 
that a number of students who 
had not previously thought of 
Montevallo as an option for their 
college education are now serious- 
ly considering what the University 
has to offer. 
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Beal hopes that the program 
can focus on giving its players 
a place to feel at home, while 
providing them an opportunity to 
complete their education with the 
support of a team. 

“I want to give people a chance 
to play what they’re passionate 
about, but I want them to get a 
degree too,” said Beal. 

The program will be recruiting 
and answering questions at Kami 
Con in Birmingham on Feb. 22 
to 24. 
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The exclusionary culture of higher education 


By JASMINE BAXTER 
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For several centuries, college 
education has functioned as a tool 
for upward mobility—a gateway 
to socloeconomic success in 
various forms, including financial 
gain, career satisfaction and 
specialized knowledge. 

As a result, in many 
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marginalized and underserved 
communities, college has been 
heralded as the ultimate source of 
stability. 

In such contexts, the schooling 
process is oversimplified: apply, 
get accepted, graduate, then 
find a job. Much less often do 


ih 


we recognize or even discuss the 
extensive barriers that prevent us 
from reaching the academic finish 
line. 

The reality is that the same 
gateways can gatekeep, and higher 
education is largely inaccessible to 
entire groups of people. 

The problem itself is complex. 
Middle class students are getting 
squeezed out of higher education 
because they just barely miss the 
qualifications for government 
grants, yet they can't cut the 
university a check the way that 
richer families can. 

Before students can even make 
it to financial aid, though, many 
must spend hundreds of dollars to 
supplement their applications. 

According to the U.S. News 
& World Report, the average 
undergraduate application costs 
about $40 each, and the average 
graduate application cost is closer 
to $77. 

Combined with the cost of 
housing deposits, campus visits 
and standardized tests like the 
ACT, SAT and GRE, a lot of 
students can't even afford to apply. 

I will say that some of the 
rebuttals to this argument are 
valid—people with financial need 
can apply for various waivers or 
reductions and can also contact 
college admissions offices to 
negotiate their prices. 

However, we should always 
acknowledge that not everyone 
will know their options. 

Most first-generation students, 
for example, wouldn't have anyone 


in their family to help them, and 
because of this situation, they have 
fewer people to encourage them 

to continue their education in the 
first place. 

In fact, one of the most 
prominent determining factors 
of whether students decide to 
apply to college is their parents’ 
education level. 

A report from the National 
Center for Education Statistics 
(NCES) stated that less than 45% 
of people expect to attend a four- 
year institution if their parents 
have a high school diploma or less. 
This number rises to about 81% 
for the children of people with 
graduate degrees. 

As with many issues, the 
overarching concern here is one of 
access and privilege. 

In a publication by Boston 
College, they outlined various 
factors affecting access to 
education, including parental 
income, parental education, 
personal aspiration, supportive 
agents, financial aid and comfort 
with debt. 

This is true even in graduate 
school application cycles. 

Of course, I can’t speak for 
everyone, but not knowing how 
to navigate the graduate school 
system was one of the biggest 
reasons that I was so against it. 

All I could think about was 
how much money an extra six 
years of education would add to 
my already massive loan, and how 
my top choice had an application 
fee that was nearly $100 by itself. 


Review: “The Umbrella Academy” 


By REANNA PIPES 


Netflix has released an original 
series chock-full of superheroes 
that you may not have heard of 
before. “The Umbrella Academy” 
is one of the streaming site’s newer 
shows, and it may quickly become 
your new obsession. It sure has 
become mine. 

“The Umbrella Academy” is 
based on a series of comics written 
by Gerard Way, lead singer of the 
band My Chemical Romance, and 
Gabriel Ba. 

The story follows a group of 
individuals who, through myste- 
rious circumstances, are all born 
on the same day at the same time 
with superpowers. They are raised 
as both siblings and a crime-fight- 
ing team of superheroes who are 
adored by the media. 

When I saw the trailer for the 
show, my first thought was that it 
looked really weird for a superhero 
series. After watching the first of 
ten episodes, I still thought it was 


weird, but in a very entertaining 
way. 

The characters are all very 
lovable but in a dark and twisted 
fashion. They all have their differ- 
ent traumas to work through, or 
at least try to. They are not always 
successful, which made them more 
relatable to me, because they were 
not perfect by the season’s end. 

The way that the characters 
handle their adult lives after mov- 
ing on from being superheroes is 
very interesting because the media 
has known their identities since 
they were children. 

‘There was no secret identity 
for them to hide behind like so 
many heroes are typically able to, 
no Bruce Wayne or Clark Kent 
into which they could retreat. This 
proves to be a real problem for 
some of the characters as they have 
to deal with the fame, and others 
deal with the lack thereof. 

While there are many practi- 


cally unknown actors in the cast, 
they do not disappoint. Everyone 
plays their character in an engag- 
ing and believable manner. ‘The 
newcomers seem like pros, acting 
alongside big names such as Ellen 
Page and Mary J. Blige. Though, 
the real standout actor has to be 
Aidan Gallagher, who plays a 
58-year-old man stuck in the body 
of a 13-year-old. 

After I had binged the entire 
series in less than a day, I sat 
down and thought about how it 
compared to the bigger superhero 
franchises that most people know 
about. 

It was definitely darker than 
anything Marvel has put on TV or 
in a movie theater, and there was 
no typical happy ending that hero 
movies often have. While there 
are plenty of sarcastic remarks and 
one-liners throughout the series, it 
is by no means a comedy. 

If I had to compare it to 


something else in today’s media, | 
would have to say that “Ihe Um- 
brella Academy” gives off both “A 
Series of Unfortunate Events” and 
“Avengers: Infinity War” vibes. It 
is a group of orphans who go from 
one bad situation to another, all 
while trying to stop an apoca- 
lypse-inducing situation. 

Of course, the ending is 
one giant cliffhanger that left me 
on the edge of my seat. The last 
few moments of the tenth episode 
were not happy and it did not 
reach the conclusion that I was ex- 
pecting, but I suppose that made 
it more exciting. 

“The Umbrella Academy” still 
has a lot of unanswered questions 
that will hopefully be resolved if 
renewed for a second season. It is 
clear that Netflix put a lot of effort 
into this series, and it really paid 
off. Undoubtedly, this show is all 
I have been and will be talking 


about for quite some time. 


Opinion: Trump ushered in new era of political discourse 


By ERIN GREEN 


It’s 2019, meaning there’s 
approximately one year until the 
2020 election, an election I think 
a lot of people have been highly 
anticipating since 2016. 

Additionally, the 2016 election 
was like no election I had per- 
sonally ever experienced or was 
taught about in my high school 
history classes. Yes, for the longest 
time the nation had been divided 
between political parties—Dem- 
ocrats and Republicans—but 
the division became a lot more 
polarizing that year, more so than 
people ever imagined it would. 

That division then played into 
the thirsting for a fast-track to the 
2020 election, which was further 
fueled by the rhetoric used in the 
political discourse of the 2016 
election. I argue the discourse 
prior to President Donald Trump 
announcing his campaign was not 
as divisive or as prejudiced as it 
had been before that time. 

Yes, sexism existed in politics 
if one recalls the treatment of 
Sarah Palin and Hillary Clinton 
in previous elections. Yes, rac- 
ism existed in politics prior to 
‘Trump proclaiming that Mexican 


immigrants are rapists, drug-deal- 
ers and murderers—trefer back to 
the Birther Movement conspired 
against President Barack Obama. 

But when Trump announced 
his campaign, his rhetoric, I argue, 
was so racist, sexist, classist and 
prejudiced that it swept us into a 
new wave of political discourse. 
Where once people could have a 
civilized argument over Thanks- 
giving turkey about the Affordable 
Care Act with their underhandedly 
racist uncle, they now have to wor- 
ry about that same uncle telling 
their significant other of color to 
“go back where they came from.” 

Trump’s rhetoric ruined our 
contemporary political dis- 
course—the ability to sit down 
with one another and civilly 
discuss healthcare, economics, 
welfare, foreign affairs and social 
justice. 

Trump’s rhetoric has trans- 
formed the red MAGA hat into 
an artifact so symbolic of hate that 
it now sparks an instantaneous 
political debate. 

Trump’s rhetoric totally exac- 
erbated racism to a degree that 


I didn’t think was possible for a 


president post-Obama. 

When pundits say he divided 
America—his rhetoric did divide 
America. 

By the 2020 election, I'll be 
going off to graduate school and 
would like a well-paid career after- 
wards. And, as much as I would 
definitely like a candidate focused 
on fixing the economy, I also want 
someone who will be able to do 
some restorative justice to our 
political discourse. 

I want someone who can re- 
align the way we rhetorically speak 
about politics to one another—the 
way we speak about women, peo- 
ple of color, queer communities 
and low-income communities. 

I know it wasn’t perfect before, 
but I want someone who will take 
a huge step in the right direction 
to destroy the rhetoric Trump used 
to vilify marginalized communities 
and current American politics. 

I will enjoy getting back to a 
place in American politics where 
we can have disagreements on 
policies and issues, where we can 
have respectful disagreements. 

Although several Democrats 
have already announced their 


campaign for 2020, I’m not sure 
which candidate will have the 
skills and determination to correct 
the problem that Trump created, 
or if the person who could is even 
a candidate at all. 

I’m not sure if these candidates 
are the ones who will be able to 
perform the restorative justice I 
am requesting. Maybe they can, 
maybe they can't -- America will 
just have to wait and see, but I do 
think this is something that needs 
to be implemented into their cam- 
paigns and their presidency. 

I know some people say that a 
campaign focusing on “getting rid 
of Trump” will deter moderates 
and centrists and potential non- 
Trump supporting Republicans 
away from voting for them, but 
this request for correcting Ameri- 
can political discourse is not about 
Trump. 

This is about wanting people 
to be able to sit down and discuss 
their political ideologies without 
hate and for our government to be 
able to do their jobs without vili- 
fying and hurting the people they 


claim to represent and protect. 


This scenario begs the 
question: What should we do? 
What can we do? 

And truthfully, I don’t have all 
the answers. 

As a citizen and student, my 
first suggestion would be for 
people in the higher education 
system to more actively embrace 
students from underrepresented 
backgrounds. 

I was lucky in that my 
professors saw potential in me, 
supported me, encouraged me 
and wrote letters for me when I 
needed them. They unknowingly 
filled in the gap that my 
upbringing left, and they helped 
connect me to resources | didn’t 
know about. 

Having such a strong in-school 
support system gives me hope for 
the college students of the future; 
for the people, much like myself, 
who just need a little push to start. 

The university is the perfect 
place to cultivate these oppression- 
conscious ways of being. It’s up to 
us to take advantage. 
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Poets sound off in Valentine’s Day spoken word event 


By KATY BARNES 


Freshman Natalie Roberts stole the show with her playful and misandry-filled poem. Photo by Katy Barnes 


Poetry is one of the many sta- 
ples of traditional Valentine’s Day 
gift giving. If executed properly, 
it is sentimental enough to make 
anyone swoon. 

If done improperly, however, it 
becomes the inspiration for events 
such as the “Crappy Love Poetry 
Competition,” hosted by The 
Tower. The annual event held by 
the local literary magazine exists 
to celebrate and bring attention 
to certain types of poetry that are 
often overlooked as less than — the 
comedic variety. 

Meeting in the Farmer Hall on 
Feb. 14, the poets arrived excited 
to share their skills with the rest 
of the group. The term crappy in 





» 


this instance is a loose one, and 
each poet had their own interpre- 
tation of the prompt given. Poems 
ranged in length and language; 
going between short and sweet to 
lengthy and almost Poe-esque. 
Third place winner Annika 
Bastian’s poem was stated to be in- 
spired by the Romantic poets and 
was what she imagined they might 
write in the modern day to their 
“Capital L Lovers.” In her poem 
she led an in-depth exploration of 
the act of gifting and eating a box 
of chocolates, going into incredi- 
bly intense detail. Bastian’s poem 
was the only entry to delve into 
the horror genre, offering audience 
members a case of the heebee 


editor-in-chief for The Tower. Photo by Katy Barnes 


jeebees, rather than the giggles. 

Second place went to Jamie 
Haas and her poem about Scor- 
pios. Written admittedly quickly, 
the poem discussed a common 
romantic struggle — zodiac signs 
and their compatibility. Written to 
be semi-serious, yet semi-comedic, 
Haas’ piece begged the question: 
“Where is the water sign of my 
dreams?” 

First place winner, freshman 
Natalie Roberts, won over the 
crowd with a poem inspired by 
Dr. Seuss’ “Green Eggs and Ham.” 
The poem’s message was simple — 
this Valentine’s Day is a man-free 
occasion. This theme appeared 
throughout the night’s poetry 


and was one many attendees were 
incredibly enthusiastic about. 

The audience adored the 
brashness and honesty in Roberts’ 
poem, making it the winner of the 
evening. Roberts’ poem included 
lines such as “I do not like men 
in a house. I do not like men as 
a spouse. I do not like men in 
my bed. I do not like men in my 
head.” She added, in reference to 
Seuss, “I do not like Green Eggs 
and Man, I do not like you Chad 
or Sam. 

While the competition had a 
plethora of entries, not all attend- 
ees were there to compete. Many 
students came to support their 
fellow creatives and just enjoy a 





(Left to right) Jamie Haas, Natalie Roberts and Annika Bastian pose with their prizes alongside Laura DeRocher, 


non-romantic Valentine's Day 
activity. 

Audience member Isabella 
Zigler did not participate in the 
competition, but she attended 
because “it allowed people who 
like poetry to come together in a 
lighthearted, fun way.” 

“The Tower” is Montevallo’s 
premiere literary magazine, featur- 
ing student-made art, short stories 
and poetry. They meet every first 
Tuesday of the month and you can 
learn more about them @umthe- 
tower on Instagram. 
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Spectrum talks healthy queer relationships 


By MERCURY SAPP 
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This meeting was an opportunity for members to discuss queer relationships and their many forms. Photo by Mercury Sapp 


For Valentine’s Day, UM’s 
gender/sexuality alliance student 
group, Spectrum, met to discuss 
a relevant topic: healthy queer re- 
lationships. Members gathered to 
talk about their own relationships 
and to consider how to maintain 
healthy standards in those rela- 
tionships. 

The meeting aimed to look 
at the different kinds of queer 
relationships people can be in. 
Students who had experience 
with a type of relationship were 
encouraged to share their experi- 
ences with it, and the event soon 
became a forum for anyone to dis- 
cuss what they wanted in regards 
to queer relationships. 

The discussion began with the 
subject of bisexual and pansexual 
relationships, something that Vice 
President and freshman Grace 
Bagwell had a lot to say about. She 
talked about how, because she is 
in a relationship with a man, her 
bisexuality is often invalidated. 

She brought up the term 


“heterofronting” to describe her 


relationship. Essentially, it’s when 
a relationship appears straight to 
people in passing, but one or more 
of the parties involved are actually 
queer. 

This can be uncomfortable for 
some, but Grace said that “when 
[she’s] in a relationship that can 
be perceived as straight, it offers 
some degree of safety”; whether 
heterofronting is a bad thing or 
not depends on how you look at it 
and who’s involved. 

Romantic relationships weren't 
the only ones discussed in the 
meeting. Queerplatonic relation- 
ships were discussed at length, 
particularly by Spectrum secretary 
and freshman Dajah Nash. She 
had experience with such relation- 
ships before, and described them 
as “a step above friendship, step 
below romance.” 

Communication was stressed 
particularly in the case of queer- 
platonic relationships. It’s essential 
for them, because each queer- 
platonic relationship functions 
differently from another. Nash 


said hers involved hand holding 
and kissing, but also that others 
wouldn't necessarily be comfort- 
able with those aspects unless it 
was romantic. 

Relationships with more 
than two people involved, called 
polyamorous relationships, were 
discussed near the end of the 
meeting. These relationships were 
described as one of the more com- 
plicated queer relationships. They 
can be a lot of different things, 
depending on how many parties 
are involved or who is involved 
with who. 

Having more parties involved 
increases the need for communi- 
cation. One person mentioned 
that “everyone should know 
when you get into one,” because 
it can be a problem in polyam- 
orous relationships that someone 
may initiate a romance without 
letting their other partner know. 
Of course, depending on the size 
of the relationship, the omission 
may not be intentional, but that 
just means communication is even 
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more necessary. 

Many queer relationships 
discussed in the Spectrum meet- 
ing would circle back around to 
the topic of safety. Montevallo’s 
campus itself was brought up 
halfway through the meeting. It 
seemed to be universally agreed 
upon amongst the club members 
that the University of Montevallo 
was a safe campus for queer peo- 
ple and relationships. Spectrum 
President and senior Erin Green 
described it as “a rainbow barrier 
around campus, making queer 
people and topics more comfort- 
able existing. 

The final topic for the night 
was dating apps. Being in an area 
where the dating pool is rather 
small, as is the case for a lot of 
queer people, many turn to dating 
apps. President Erin Green talked 
about his lengthy history with 
dating apps, and he stressed that 
they need to be handled carefully. 
He emphasized that it’s difficult to 
get an actual relationship out of it, 
let alone a healthy one. Users need 
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to be cautious when interacting 
with the people on the apps. 

Communication remained 
another emphasized factor during 
the meeting. Whether a relation- 
ship is queer or not, the meeting 
highlighted the importance of 
communicating efficiently with a 
partner and ensuring that every- 
one involved is comfortable at all 
times. 

The Spectrum meeting ended 
on a good note; those in atten- 
dance left a little more knowl- 
edgeable about healthy queer 
relationships than when they 
entered. For those curious to hear 
more, Vice President Grace Bag- 
well recommended a webcomic 
called “Boo! It’s Sex” for addi- 
tional information about healthy 
queer relationships that couldn't 
get discussed in the time allotted 
for the meeting. 

Spectrum meets on Thursdays 


at 6:00 p.m. in Comer Hall 205. 


Faculty Senate debates changing calender for 2020-2021 


By HARRISON NEVILLE 


Recently, the SGA senate re- 
leased a survey to the student body 
polling their numbers to see how 
many students would be open to 
the idea of having a shorter sum- 
mer break in exchange for a longer 
Thanksgiving break. 

The SGA does not have the 
authority to make such a change 
themselves, so after approving it, 
they sent it on to Faculty Senate. 

At the Jan. 31 senate meeting, 
faculty members met to hear SGA 
president Tori Irvin present the 
survey's findings. 

At the time of the meeting, just 
over 400 students had responded 
to the survey. 

According to Irvin, the ma- 
jority of students said that they 
would prefer to have a full break 
for the Thanksgiving holiday. This 
majority amounted to a total of 96 
percent of participants. 

The next question on the 
survey asked whether the students 
would be willing to start school a 


full week earlier to have this break. 

In the survey, 33.5 percent 
responded that they would not 
want to sacrifice a week of summer 
for the Thanksgiving holiday. Irvin 
was quick to explain that there was 
an error in the survey and that it 
was her hope that the early return 
would also allow for a fall break. 

Irvin stated that some of the 
students against the change said 
in the comments on the sur- 
vey that they did not want to 
change things because the current 
schedule fit in with local schools’ 
schedules. 

Irvin stated that there were 
some comments on the survey 
from students who had to travel 
long distances to get home for 
Thanksgiving about how a longer 
break would give them more time 
to travel and spend time with 
their families. Irvin felt that this 
could be particularly beneficial for 
international students. 

To counter this, one of the 


professors argued that it seemed 
unlikely that many international 
students would make an interna- 
tional trip twice in the year, but 
other senate members pointed out 
that, excluding residents in Peck, 
Lund and Brooke Halls, students 
are kicked out of residence halls 
during Thanksgiving and the 
University shuts down. 
Alternative schedules were 
provided by Amanda Fox from the 
registrars office. One schedule in- 
cluded both a fall break and a full 
week for Thanksgiving, while the 
other only included a fall break 
and no changes to Thanksgiving. 
In both alternatives, classes would 
start on Aug. 17, which is a week 
earlier than its usual starting date. 
As Dr. Valentine, Faculty 
Senate President stated, “whether 
we just take two days off to make 
it a complete week for Thanksgiv- 
ing or whether we take both a full 
week off and a fall break we still 


start one week earlier.” 


Valentine stated that the reason 
for this was the need to “corre- 
spond to the required number 
of minutes per class in the fall 
semester.” 

Among the many concerns 
voiced by the faculty, there was 
great concern over the fact that 
students with Tuesday/Thursday 
classes would be going a full 12 
days without any instruction. 
Some felt that this could cause a 
problem due to final exams com- 
ing so quickly after Thanksgiving 
break. 

The idea was tossed out that 
the school could go longer in De- 
cember instead of removing time 
in the summer, and Irvin said that 
there were comments in the survey 
from students saying that they 
would not want the days taken out 
of the Christmas break because 
it was already shorter than it had 
been previously. 

There was also concern over 
how this would affect the students 


who were taking summer classes 
since this would mean a faster 
turnaround for them. 

“T think Fall Semester needs 
a break-up, because in Spring 
Semester we have Spring Break,” 
Irvin said. “But in Fall it just keeps 
going, and it’s easy to get burnt 
out.” 

As the discussion wound down, 
Valentine made clear the Senate’s 
need to produce a questionnaire 
for faculty members and encour- 
aged all the Senators to bring the 
issue up within their departments. 

On the subject of how the 
potential change might affect aca- 
demics, Valentine said, “It might 
help because people might not get 
stressed out as much, but coming 
back you tend to forget a lot, and 
that’s my main concern.” 

If any changes occur, they 
will be made to the 2020-2021 


calendar. 


“Cooking Light” editor offers advice to aspiring writers 


By JAMIE BROWDER 


Editor of CookingLight.com, 
Christopher Michel, visited Com- 
er Hall to give students advice and 
information about breaking into 
the world of professional writing 
on Feb 13. 

Michel has been working in 
digital media for a decade and cur- 
rently assigns, edits and determines 
the value of posts. Cookinglight. 
com has 6 million monthly visitors 
and began in 1989. Michel has 
been working there for a year. 

“I backed my way into being an 
editor at a digital magazine, and 
the way that I did that was that 
I love working with words, and | 
love writing,” said Michel. 

Michel told students that free- 
lancing requires outreach and the 
ability to identify traits of certain 
publications. 

“Study what’s been published 


on the site or in the magazine 


recently. If you're thinking about 
writing for a magazine or a web- 
site, read it. Think about what’s 
missing or what you could add. 
Think about what they’re doing 
and what they're doing well.” 

Michel also warned students 
about the dangers of writing for 
free. 

“One of the best quotes I ever 
heard was ‘exposure is what ex- 
plorers die of.’ Don’t do it. Don’t 
write for free. Write for $25, $5, 
write for free concert tickets,” said 
Michel. 

According to Michel, a career 
in writing isn't something he envi- 
sioned for himself. 

“T spent a lot of time having 
no idea what I wanted to do,” said 
Michel. 

Michel received a degree in En- 
glish at the University of Norwich 


in Vermont, and, at that point, 


dreamed of becoming a professor. 

“One of the first lessons I 
learned really early was that my 
idea about what I wanted to do 
with my life and the actual oppor- 
tunities that were in front of me 
were very different.” 

Michel spent a year after 
receiving his first degree in English 
in the Republic of Georgia. He re- 
turned once again a year later, and 
then began to translate Georgian 
language poetry into English. 

In 2010 Michael lived in 
New York with his new baby and 
girlfriend, and he still planned on 
being a poet. 

Freelance writing was some- 
thing that presented itself to him 
as a stay-at-home dad because he 
needed the income. However, he 
described it as something that has 
to be accompanied with other 
“side hustles” to be sustainable. 


“Freelance writing is really 
hard, and you don't make a lot 
of money, especially at first,” said 
Michel. 

Michel began writing book 
reviews for the Brooklyn Rail, 
which eventually led to him 
writing for Bon Appetit, a popular 
food magazine. 

Michel has also worked for 
Runner's World Magazine. 

“Every specialty magazine, no 
matter what it is, whether it’s 
model train world or runner’s 
world, is basically about people. 
It’s about how weird and interest- 
ing people are. It’s using a subject 
and topic as a jumping off point 
to look at culture.” 

Alex Beringer, associate profes- 
sor of English at UM, Said it was 
important to him that students 
hear Michel’s story and advice. 

“He’s a successful person who's 


really interested in helping young 
people find careers. I think he 
does have a collection of really 
fascinating experiences that can 
offer a template for people who 
are interested in chartering their 
life after college,” said Beringer. 

Michel concluded his discus- 
sion by encouraging students to 
leap for opportunities. 

“IT would say it took me a 
long time to get here, and I don't 
know that this is any kind of end 
point,” Michel stated. “A lot of 
the time after I graduated, I felt 
like I wasn't sure what I wanted to 
do, where I wanted to go, or what 
was happening. I would often just 
leap at an opportunity that would 


present itself.” 
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Gold Side cheerleaders lead loyal Golds in spirited chants and cheers. Photo by Kat Bell 
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Purples “poof” the Gold Side on Main Quad. Photo by Kat Bell 





By FAITH CALLENS Y 


A Centennial College Night Parade was held to 
y celebrate the University of Montevallos 100th anni- | 
versary of its unique College Night Tradition. This — y# 
year's homecoming theme? “The crest of the wave.” 

UM students and Montevallo residents crowded 
restaurants, shops and sidewalks on Main Street to 
support the University's signature College Night 
rivalry. 

Shouts of Purple and Gold Victory got louder 
as the crowd approached Main Quad. ‘The parade 
consisted of students, alumni and faculty members 
who gathered to support the Sides, demonstrating 
their College Night pride by riding on or walking 
behind College Night-inspired floats. 

Freddie the Falcon, the University’s mascot, 
along with both Sides’ cheerleaders and many other 
enthusiastic students and alumni waved to the 
gathered crowd as the parade continued. 

“I’ve heard that the Montevallo tradition is one 
of a kind and it’s very competitive, so I am excited 
to see that,’ said Kylie Henderson, native of Hunts- 

Representative ville, Ala. and future Montevallo student. She was 
one of the many high school seniors and prospec- 
April Weaver ) tive UM students that come to Montevallo every 
= year to experience College Night. 

As the participants marched their way back to 
the University, several crowds continued to mingle 
and chat with others on Main Street while alum- 
ni and students took the opportunity to get to 
know new UM students or just reconnect with old 


Alabama District 49 Representative, April Weaver, throws goodies to With all the hubbub about the College Night Centennial Celebration, 
parade attendees. Photo by Kat Bell this float ensured the Alabama Bicentennial anniversary wasn’t forgot- 


ten. Photo by Kat Bell 





a 

eet ae : 
es ge gen BES raat a a rT eat Spee mage ie 
ae Pedant oor ; Ie geen ae Sa ee: Cet) it eee 


ef iN EI oS FR A car a Te ar 


¢ 


(ja 00) 
Py aS 
a aN 

7 “y . . ‘3 


ri Ol.) 


~: ef . 


MN A 


The 2019 Gold Victory Cast marches and cheers with their gold regalia proudly displayed. Photo by Kat Bell 
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The Centennial Side Leaders smile for the camera in a float decked out in purple and gold balloons. Photo by Kat Members of Purple Side throw necklaces to the crowd while their mascot keeps his PV’s high. Photo by Kat Bell 
Bell 
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Alumna profile: Sara Perry 


By JAMIE HAAS, Editor-in-chief 


UM alumna Sara Perry ‘18 is a 
firm believer in the importance of 
amplifying marginalized voices. 

Not coincidentally, this ideal 
permeates many facets of her daily 
life, from her job as program and 
grant-writing director at Bridge 
Builders Alabama, to her off-the- 
clock hobbies. 

In particular, Perry’s most re- 
cent passion project, the founding 
of burgeoning online publication 
“A Seat at the Table: Diverse 
Voices in Tabletop Gaming,” or 
ASAT, captures the philosophy 
quite well. 

“I’ve been wanting to do some- 
thing that makes a tangible change 
for a few years now,” said Perry. 

“So, I sought to focus my en- 
ergy on a project revolving around 
the experience of women in the 
gaming community.” 

However, it wasn't long before 
Perry got to thinking about the 
several groups beyond women that 
lack a significant voice in the in- 
dustry. According to Perry, people 
of color, players with disabilities 


and LGBTQ+ players are all with- 
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By JASMINE BAXTER 


Aries @i This week, try to 
remember that commit- 
ment can’t always be on 
your terms. Your need for 
survival and protection can 
often lead to selfishness. 


Taurus &i You may find 
yourself being very defen- 
sive these days. Consider 
how acceptance of con- 
structive criticism could 
improve your relationships. 


Gemini 4 It's common 
for you to get upset when 


The Godfather of Soul really did some- 
thing with this one. This song is all about 
being proudly and unapologetically Black: 
“Say it loud, I’m black and I’m proud!” 


This song, straight off “Lemonade,” is a 
powerhouse ballad about pain, oppression, 
1a c-Jabea aa lale mei (=a lett Malm al-t- lee ak yt: lals 


cycles of Black minds. 


This song originally debuted in 1989 in 
Spike Lee’s movie “Do the Right Thing.” It 
was, and still is, a powerful song that en- 
courages Black pride and points out the 


out representation. 

“It’s getting better, but on the 
whole, whether it’s publishing, 
designing or actual representation 
via characters in games, it’s not 
quite there yet,” said Perry. “I just 
felt that there needed to be a way 
for us to amplify those voices, so 
we can be heard and try to push 
that change.” 

Perry counts herself lucky in 
that her personal gaming group is 
one devoid of homogeneity. In- 
stead, the players are inclusive and 
receptive to others’ viewpoints. 

However, it is those without 
the validation and support Perry 
is privvy to that ASATT can truly 
make an impact. 

“My goal is two-pronged with 
ASATT. One is to share the ex- 
periences of marginalized gamers, 
and the other is to be a support 
system for those communities,” 
said Perry. “I’m hoping that having 
access to these stories will validate 
others’ experiences.” 

Within its virtual pages, 
ASATT will include three sections, 
the first and predictably largest 


your opinion isn’t respected 
-- and rightfully so -- but 
remember to take time to 
be considerate of others’ 
Opinions as well. 


Cancer & Expecting peo- 
ple to drop everything for 
you could cause trouble 
this week. Keep in mind 
that someone needing time 
or space doesn’t mean they 
don’t care about you. 


Leo £ It's okay for you to 
want people to love you 
past your flaws, but it’s 
unfair for you to ask 
people to accept your 
emotional fits. Work on 
communicating your 
concerns more effectively. 


Black History 


Month 


dedicated to the personal essays 
and narratives of minority gamers. 

“When there aren't a lot of 
women or people of color in big 
roles in the gaming industry, 
you dont really get to hear their 
stories as much. So, I’m trying to 
use ASAT'T to make those stories 
visible,” said Perry. 

The second section aims to 
celebrate existing creators, direct- 
ing readers to potentially great 
projects, blogs and games they 
may not have found otherwise. 

The third and final section is 
reserved for news and insights. 

While Perry's current goal is 
to assemble a summer issue of “A 
Seat at the Table” by June 2019, 
her long-term goal is to eventually 
get the magazine printed on a 
regular basis. 

Submissions for ASATT’s first 
installment are open, and content 
can be sent to contact@asattmag- 
azine.com 


VISIT: 


asattmagazine.com 


Virgo i This week, be 
sure to take your own 
internal state into account. 
You're prone to making 
reckless and premature 
decisions when you don't. 


Libra © Your controlling 
nature might come back to 
bite you very soon. Don't 
make yourself miserable 
trying to ensure everything 
goes your way. 


Scorpio i This week, 
focus on the implications of 
your communication style. 
If you tell people just 
enough to get them to 
incriminate themselves, is 
that really ethical? 


feel me? We gon’ be alright.” 


injustices Black people face. 


This smooth R&B melody is what will play 
at cookouts when we tell our children they 





During her time at UM, Perry was an English major with minors in game studies and 
design and non-profit studies. Photo by Jamie Haas 


Pisces [ In the next 
few days, be cautious 
about how much you 
idealize people. Frequent- 
ly, your vision of their 
potential is stronger than 
reality. 


Sagittarius Your 
need to be right will not 
serve you in the next few 
days. Holding yourself to a 
standard of perfection will 
hurt not only you, but the 
people around you as well. 


Capricorn & Your 
ambitious character is 
loved by many, but consid- 
er the ways that it could 
harm you. Needing to 
succeed can often leave 
you trying to conquer your 
love interests, too. 


SUBMIT 
TAS 
aed 
TO 
alabamian@ 
montevallo. 
edu 


Aquarius & Watch how 
mean you are to yourself 
this week. Your habit of 
self-degradation can cause 
you to be bitter and dismis- 
sive to the people around 
you. 





ECR. 


J.1.D and EARTHGANG address serious 
societal problems in this song, voicing their 
thoughts on cultural appropriation and the 
X-t-]cel ace) am ol=t-(- Mawel] eet: B 


Probably the most iconic cookout songs 
of all cookout songs, but it honestly can’t be 
confined to that. Birthdays, family reunions, 
whatever—grab your auntie and spin her 
around. 


aM al eexe) atm eee eto (-Tarela aaa mola delet = 
days when you start questioning if life will 
ever get easier. “Do you hear me? Do you 


A song where queer black icon Janelle 
Monae fights beauty standards and bolsters 
her self-worth—what more could you ask for 
during Black History Month? 


Pure nostalgia. This Chicago poet turned 
rapper perfectly captures summertime bar- 
beques and time spent rushing home before 
the streetlights came on. 


A shining star on the “Spider-Man: Into 


“don't know nothing ‘bout this.” 
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the Spider-Verse” soundtrack, this song nev- 
er fails to make everyone feel unstoppable. 





Gee, 
I dunno... 


Submit your 
comics to 
alabamian@ 
montevallo.edu 
for a chance to 
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be featured in 


our next issue! 





FOR COLLEGE NIGHT SCORES AND 
JUDGES’ COMMENTS SEE PAGES 9-8 
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Black Art Expo 








Gunnerson titled the above piece “Eclectic Complexions.” Photo by Janavian Young 


“To me, sharing Black art 
means shining a light on how 
dope our Blackness really is: how 
misund erstood, how beautiful, 
how strong and courageous, and 
how neglected it can be,” Anderica 
Gunnerson reflected after present- 
ing at the recent Black Art Expo. 

In Anna Irvin, on Feb. 27, 
UM’s NPHC hosted a Black Art 
Expo in honor of Black History 
Month. The event allowed for 
Black students to showcase and 
sell their artwork, and a fair num- 
ber of students participated. 

One such participant was Zoey 
Edison, a junior art major with 
a concentration in photography, 
who presented her works, all in- 
spired by interactions between and 
among people and the exchange of 


Scott Dillard sp 


By HARRISON NEVILLE 


It is an easy matter for stu- 
dents to become so wrapped up in 
college life that they miss out on 
the events occurring in their own 
state's legislatures. At the Feb. 21 
SGA town hall, UM’s Vice Presi- 
dent of Advancement and Exter- 
nal affairs, Scott Dillard, informed 
students on some of the topics 
being discussed by the Alabama 
legislature in the State Capital, 
Montgomery, and how they might 
affect Montevallo students. 

According to Dillard, a current 
hot topic in the state legislature is 
the infrastructure bill. Commonly 
known as “the gas tax,” this bill 
would bring about a 10 cent per 
gallon increase to the tax on gas. 

The raising of the gas tax 
would allow for more to be done 
on Alabama's bridges and road- 
ways that need repair. Dillard said 
that there are over 2,000 bridges 
that are more than 50-years-old 
in the state of Alabama, which 
is significantly greater than the 
expected lifespan of the average 
bridge. 

“If it doesn’t pass this year, ’'m 
not sure it will ever pass,” noted 


INSIDE 


THIS ISSUE 


feelings. 

“When viewing my work, 

I want people to analyze their 
interactions and relationships with 
themselves and others. I want 
people to think about how they 
make themselves feel and how 
they make others feel. It’s all about 
emotions,” said Edison. 

“People are made to think to 
keep their innermost thoughts and 
true feelings to themselves, when 
that’s actually the most intimately 
beautiful part of them.” 

According to Edison, the 
representation of Black art can 
lead to opening dialogues about 
disregarded topics in the Black 
community, like mental health. 

“To me, sharing Black art 
means giving a voice to a vibrant, 


Dillard, adding that the tax in- 
crease has garnered the support of 
Governor Kay Ivey and Alabama's 
Speaker of the House. 

To avoid having the infrastruc- 
ture bill clog up the legislature, 
Ivey intends to call specific meet- 
ings to resolve the legislation. 
Moving on to bills that pertained 
more specifically to higher educa- 
tion, Dillard began to talk about 
the “Lottery Bill.” This contro- 
versial bill would establish a state 
lottery for Alabama. 

Dillard explained half of the 
money earned would go into 
the Alabama general fund and 
the other half would go into the 
education fund. 

“Alabama is one of three states 
with two budgets,” said Dillard. 
Alabama has both a general fund, 
made up of approximately $4 
billion, and an education fund, 
which has approximately $7 
billion. 

Dillard noted that there were a 
number of things included in the 
education budget that he believed 
should not be there. These include 
funding for the Department 
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This piece by Gunnerson was titled “Adorn.” Photo by Janavian Young 


but overlooked group of people 
and culture. Topics like mental 
health are not taken seriously in 
the Black community and outlets 
like art are ways of stressing the 
importance of these topics,” she 
said. 

More than creating room for 
deeper conversations about topics 
affecting the Black community, 
just seeing other Black artists 
creating, to Edison, provides en- 
couragement in her artmaking. 

“Seeing other Black artists 
makes me feel more accepted 
in the art community, because I 
can see people like me producing 
works of art,” Edison added. “That 
makes me feel like my goals are 
even more attainable.” 

DeAndra Hodge, a senior 
graphic design major, displayed 
her works, even selling some of 
her Brown Sugar enamel pins de- 
picting, according to Hodge, “the 
beauty of Black women.” 


eaks at 


of Commerce and the Barber 
Vintage Motorsports Museum 
funding. 

Dillard encouraged students to 
attend Higher Ed Day and to ask 
their representative to fund a re- 
quest Montevallo has made for an 
additional $1 million. This money 
would be used to upgrade the 
University’s facilities. Currently, 
UM teceives around $20 million 
from the State. 

Another bill Dillard brought 
up was one that would ban people 
from touching their cellphones 
while driving a car. The current 
laws outlaw texting while driving, 
but this would prevent any use 
of a cellphone while behind the 
wheel. Dillard stated that it is 
likely the bill will pass. 

A more campus-specific bill 
would stop students from pre- 
venting a speaker from talking by 
shutting them down. 

“An extreme example would be 
when that white-supremacist went 
to Auburn,” said Dillard. If passed, 
the bill would guarantee campus 
speakers the right to speak. This 


does not mean students could 
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Sharing Black art with others, 
Hodge added, functions “mostly 
for representational purposes” and 
establishes a sense of relatedness 
and community among Black peo- 
ple seeing themselves made visible. 

“Seeing other Black artists’ 
works inspires me. It feels nice to 
connect to a piece of artwork in 
that aspect, especially being an art 
student who has taken art history 
classes that focused on, as exam- 
ples, Grecian, Dutch and Baroque 
art, said Hodge. 

Gunnerson, a junior biology 
major at Birmingham-Southern 
College, showcased her art during 
the expo, which emphasized 
emotion in its vivid coloration, 
especially evident in Gunnerson’s 
piece “Adorn.” 

“My primary inspiration for 
creating art is honestly just to be 
free and to encourage others to 
also be free,” Gunnerson stated. 

“T use my artwork as another way 


showcases student art 
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to release anything that I may be 
feeling or going through.” 

For Gunnerson, creating and 
sharing Black art, sharing her art, 
means, in particular, “showing 
other Black girls and boys that 
they have the ability to create, they 
have the ability to reinvent, they 
have the ability to be heard and to 
be free.” 

Although neglected in main- 
stream culture, Black art, as 
Gunnerson discussed, provides 
a recognition of underrepresent- 
ed experiences and voices in the 
artmaking world. 

“It means shining a light on 
issues that sometimes don't get the 
attention that they need,” Gunner- 
son said. “Sharing black art means 
acknowledging those brilliant 
Black artists who let their voices be 
heard by putting their souls, hearts 
and imaginations into their work.” 


SGA Town Hall 
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Dillard used the Town Hall as an opportunity to keep students up-to-date on local legisla- 


tion. Photo by Harrison Neville. 


not protest; rather, it means that 

students could not prevent the 

speaker from saying their piece. 
This was the second town hall 


Find us on 


Facebook 


O www.facebook. 
com/TheAlabamian 


SGA has hosted this academic 
year. Going forward, SGA’s focus 
will begin to shift toward the up- 
coming SGA election season. 
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Sustainable sneaker review: Allbirds Tree Runners 


By WAID JONES, Managing editor 





According to Jones, the laces on the Allbirds Tree Runners are the pertect length. Photo by Jamie Haas 


A few weeks ago, I began the 
search for a new pair of shoes, as 
I had recently worn holes into the 
bottom of my previous favorite 
pair; and, due to the recent rainy 
spell, my feet were becoming wet 
more often than not. 

Additionally, ’m on a personal 
crusade against uncomfortable 
shoes, which makes sense because 
I tend to be pretty hard on my 
footwear, averaging about nine 
miles of walking a day. This often 
leads to some pretty odd footwear 
purchases as I try to meet both 
demands with one pair of shoes. 


This quest led me through 


the usual retailers both local and 
online, but nothing caught my 
eye until I found the Allbirds Tree 
Runners. 

The Tree Runners struck my 
fancy due to an article on Vox 
spotlighting the brand. It stated, 
“these shoes are taking Silicon 
Valley by storm,” an endorsement 
that piqued my interest 
immediately. 

It wasn’t long before I found 
myself knee-deep in research 
surrounding the shoe, which led 
me to a well-designed, easy to 
navigate website. 

It was there where I learned 


the shoe’s upper is made out 
of what Allbirds claims is a 
sustainably sourced “magical 
eucalyptus tree fiber.” This upper 
is then mated to a custom foam 
sole in the company’s specially 
designed “S-curve,” which they 
say is supposed to more naturally 
move with your feet. The laces 
are made of recycled materials 
and the eyelets are made from a 
sustainably sourced bio-material. 
Armed with this new 
information, I bit the bullet and 
splurged on the shoes. Coming 
in at $95, it’s not unreasonable to 
say they’re on the pricey side of 


things. 

‘The site suggests to size down 
if youre a half size, so I did, going 
from a 9.5 toa 9. The shoes 
shipped within a day and arrived 
in a recyclable cardboard package 
about 4 days later. 

Overall, the ordering process 
was simple and intuitive, though | 
do wish they sold half sizes. 

The pair I purchased was a 
Kauri Marine Blue variant of the 
shoe with a white sole. Color 
offerings range from everyday 
neutrals to some brighter hues, 
but none move into the realm of 
being garish. 

When it comes to the actual 
wear of these unique shoes, I can 
confidently say the experience is 
more than satisfactory. 

The insole is where the shoe 
truly shines, as it is both padded 
and lined with merino wool — the 
same wool that Tom Ford and 
Armani make suits from — and is 
the most comfortable thing I have 
ever had the privilege of placing 
my foot into. 

While the eucalyptus tree fiber 
upper is unremarkable, it does its 
job holding my foot in place and 
providing an excellent vehicle for 
the laces. Yes, you heard me right, 
the laces. 

The laces themselves are the 
perfect length, and, unlike in 
other shoes I’ve worn before, when 
tied in a single not they don't drag 
on the ground. 

That being said, it took me a 
couple tries to get the laces exactly 


where I wanted. This impacted 


my initial comfort more than | 
was expecting but was quickly 
resolved. 

After the shoe was properly 
adjusted, the lightweight nature 
and excellent movement of the 
sole became evident. I don’t fully 
buy into the idea that the patented 
“S-curve” gives you a natural 
experience, though. It tends to 
move with my feet as well as a pair 
of Nike Frees did. 

However, the shoes are 
designed to be worn without socks 
to increase comfort, which I can 
vouch for. And, to those wary 
about such an endeavor, the shoes 
are sweat and odor absorbent to 
avoid unwanted smells. 
Additionally, the shoes themselves 
are machine washable, but, even 
with my average to heavy use, 
they haven’ really required it thus 
far; and, the white of the sole 
continues to be relatively bright 
after a week’s worth of wear. 

Instead of making a flashy, 
in your face statement, the Tree 
Runners opt for an understated, 
minimalistic design. And unlike 
other self-proclaimed “cozy shoes,” 
this footwear doesn’t consider 
a visually pleasing aesthetic an 
unfortunate tradeoff for comfort. 

Ultimately, if you're seeking to 
make a bold impression through 
easy brand recognition, these 
shoes aren't it for you. But if 
youre looking for a tasteful and 
extremely comfortable footwear 
option, then The Allbirds Tree 
Runners might be the perfect fit. 


Submit your opinions to alabamian@montevallo.edu 





“Phantoms” album by Marianas Trench a delightful listen 


By JAMIE HAAS, Editor-in-chief 


Canadian pop rock band 
Marianas Trench kicked off the 
beginning of March with the 
release of their fifth studio album, 
“Phantoms,” putting an end to 
the group's four-year-long musical 
drought. 

However, I’m of the opinion 
that it was well worth the wait. 

Longtime fans may be pleased 
to discover that the signature 
sound Marianas Trench has 
curated over the years is definitely 
present in tracks like “Only the 
Lonely Survive” and “Echoes of 
You.” Both songs demonstrate the 
band’s love for a vibrant, climac- 
tic chorus; their proclivity for 
stacking harmonies on harmonies; 
and, their unabashed roots in early 
2000s pop punk. 

However, those hoping for 
more than just a healthy dose of 
nostalgia will be similarly satisfied 
to hear contemporary composi- 


tions are included as well, especial- 
ly within mid-album track “Your 
Ghost.” 

“Phantoms” also boasts ex- 
cellent flow between songs, with 
no jarring changes in sound or 
mood to detract from the listening 
experience. Poppy upbeat numbers 
transition smoothly into more 
mid-tempo ballads, like the melan- 
cholic tunes “Don’t Miss Me?” and 
“Glimmer.” 

The album’s best track by far, 
though, is its finale: “The Killing 
Kind.” Where other songs simply 
entertain, this symphonic rock 
number astonishes the listener 
with its unexpected theatricality. 

Clocking in at 6 minutes and 
46 seconds, it’s the longest song 
on the album, but I can promise 
it doesn't drag. Instead, it builds 
upon itself beautifully, starting out 
with only bare-boned strings and 
vocals that layer and crest into a 


chorus that’s chilling in the best 
possible way. And just when you 
think it’s over, the music comes 
back fuller and more breathtaking 
than before. 

From the final track alone, 

I’m convinced that this album 
was composed specifically with 
live performances in mind. Even 
when streaming it from my phone 
or laptop, I can so clearly picture 
the arenas, crowds, lights and 
atmosphere of concerts yet to 
come. Call it a gut-feeling, but I 
just know the Suspending Gravity 
Tour will be one for the books. 

What truly cements “Phan- 
toms” as a new favorite, though, is 
not the technicalities of its music, 
but the refreshing nature of its 
narrative. 

From the album’s name, song 
titles and lyrics, one theme is 
reiterated time and time again: 
although others’ presence in our 


lives may be fleeting, their impact 
can be far from short-lived. And 
while this message easily lends 
itself to tired placations and 
well-intentioned advice to “simply 
move on,’ that’s not the route for 
which “Phantoms” advocates. 

Marianas Trench doesn’t cau- 
tion you against leaning on past 
memories. Instead, they wallow 
in those emotions right alongside 
you for about 40 minutes. And 
rather than being told to forget, 
the listener is given permission to 
stew, absorb and evaluate: “Can 
we forgive and forget? Can we lay 
to rest? Can we catch a breath?” 

Every replay of this album 
seems to yield another intricacy, 
and I find my appreciation for its 
artistry increasing by the hour. 
Marianas Trench has truly deliv- 
ered a remarkable comeback, and 
I can only hope that several more 
follow in its wake. 


In defense of the mechanical: Robots and Al present no harm 


By LAURA DEROCHER 


Robots have been a big part 
of my life for as long as I can 
remember. When I was a kid, my 
Bionicles usually played a pret- 
ty significant role in my Barbie 
narratives; in high school, I was a 
part of the robotics team; and, just 
a few days ago, a woman told me 
I remind her of Lal, an android 
from Star Trek. I was touched by 
the compliment. 

Now, all of that is to say it’s 
pretty clear that I love robots; but, 
that’s not necessarily the popular 
opinion. 

People tend to be pretty wary 
of robots and artificial intelligence, 
citing examples from “2001: A 
space Odyssey'’s” HAL 9000 to 
Microsoft's “teen girl” AI, Tay, 
who learned to speak by imitating 
humans’ tweets. 

AI have come to be regarded 
with more than their fair share of 
paranoia from humans, especially 
in recent years. Take a look at 
any online news page and youll 
find plenty of stories, both real 
and fabricated, about robots gone 
horribly wrong. 


Last spring, people got into 
a pretty big panic over Amazon's 
smart speaker, Alexa, laughing 
without being prompted to. More 
recently, I’ve received messages 
claiming that GroupMe’s AI, Zo 
(whose main function is offering 
up quizzes or games to play in 
group chats), would introduce a 
virus onto any phone that it was 
listed as a contact on. 

This may seem a little far- 
fetched, but for people who aren't 
familiar with Zo, it might not ap- 
pear beyond the Al’s ability. Most 
people aren't inclined to fact-check 
when they hear about a robot 
gone rogue. It seems that as far as 
artificial intelligence is concerned, 
people tend to assume the worst. 
After all, what reason do we have 
to trust an artificial being? 

Here’s the thing— robots are, 
literally and figuratively, only 
as scary as humans make them. 
Everything an artificial intelligence 
says or does is ultimately linked to 
the people who create and develop 
it. There are plenty of robots out 
there that are harmless, helpful 


and even endearing. 

Boston Dynamics’ various qua- 
drupedal robots, with movements 
modeled after dogs, are meant to 
help humans carry heavy items 
over difficult terrain. Despite 
their charm, even these big metal 
puppies are met with their share 
of concern from humans who find 
them unsettling. 

When robots behave in ways 
we perceive as “scary” or “bad,” 
it’s very seldom the robot's fault. 
When Microsoft’s “Tay” AI began 
spouting off hateful tweets, it 
had nothing to do with the bot’s 
own genuine interest in attacking 
human beings. 

Bots made to imitate human 
speech through text are a lot like 
human children— you have to be 
careful not to say anything nasty 
around them, because whatever 
they hear, they will repeat. Not to 
mention the concept of the “evil 
robot’ is so present in our culture 
today that people really get a kick 
out of feeding well-intentioned 
bots malicious lines as a sort of 


prank. 


Google’s DeepDream neural 
network, which created artwork 
by arranging random images, was 
called “nightmarish,” but its work 
consists mostly of surreal collages 
that would seem totally innocuous 
had they been created by a human 
artist. 

As for Alexa’s unsettling laugh- 
ter... Well, finding her disquieting 
isn't exactly unfounded. She's a 
disembodied, always-listening 
“assistant’ who processes your 
speech and turns to the internet 
with it, all while helping construct 
a profile of you for her company. 

Still, Alexa’s random laughs 
werent the result of a HAL-style 
meltdown. Instead, Amazon 
claimed she was hearing the com- 
mand “Alexa, laugh” by mistake. 

For the most part, though, 
robots and AI aren't out to get 
you, and if you stay informed on 
them, there’s usually nothing to be 


afraid of. 


Che 
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Men’s basketball finishes season with buzzer beater victory 


By WYATT HALL 





Micah Fuller soars down the court. Photo by Thor Audiss 


The University of Montevallo 
mens basketball team ended the 
2018-19 season last Thursday, 
Feb. 28, with a 57-54 win at home 
over Delta State University. 

With the win, the Falcons 
improved to 10-20 on the season 
and 6-14 in Gulf South Confer- 
ence play. 


Women’s 


By WYATT HALL 





The University of Mon- 
tevallo women’s basketball 
team ended the 2018-19 
season last Thursday, Feb. 
28, with a 76-58 loss at 
home to Delta State Univer- 
sity. 

Going in to the final 
game of the regular season, 
the Falcons had a chance 
at making the Gulf South 
Conference Tournament, 
needing a win and a West 
Alabama loss. The Univer- 
sity of West Alabama Tigers 
fell on the road to the Mis- 


Soaring through the 
years: The growth of 


The Falcons led for majority of 
the first half, however the States- 
men carried a 27-23 lead into the 
locker room at halftime. 

Delta State jumped out to an 
11-point lead 38-27 in the first 
5 minutes of play in the second 
half. Montevallo responded with 
a 27-16 run over the next 14 min- 


utes of play to tie the Statesmen 
54-54, following a steal and a 
layup from sophomore Micah 
Fuller, with 42 seconds remaining 
in the game. 

After Fuller tied the game, 
the Statesmen missed a jumper 
on the offensive end, giving the 
Falcons the final chance with 16 


seconds left on the clock. 

As the buzzer sounded, Fuller 
drained a three pointer, off the 
back board, winning the game for 
the Falcons 57-54. Fuller finished 
with a team-high 16 points. 

While the season did not go as 
planned for the Falcons in their 
16th year under Head Coach 
Danny Young, the thrilling win 
brought some positivity to the 
program. 

“We've had so many games go 
against us this year, and to win 
it like that, it’s just crazy how 
basketball is sometimes,’ said As- 
sistant Coach Duncan Hudson. 
“T think coming in to tonight 
we had 10 or 11 losses under 5 
points and we have another close 
one here tonight, we just hap- 
pened to get a lucky bounce and 
make a shot.’ 

This is the first time in Young’s 
time at the helm of the program 
that the Falcons have not made it 
into postseason play. 

This year, the Falcons will lose 
four seniors: Jeremiah Curtis, 
Zach Jackson, Tyler Updike and 


De’Marco Owens. 

“[Jeremiah] we are going to 
miss everything he brings to the 
team, he’s a good leader and plays 
hard, added Hudson. “Zach 
brings it every day, really quiet 
and plays hard, and Tyler has bat- 
tled injuries the last couple years, 
but he has battled through.” 

Curtis, Jackson and Updike 
have all spent two years with the 
Falcons, while Owens has just 
played one. 

“De’Marco, I wish we could 
have had him for two years. He 
was a good player this year, but 
if we had him for two years, he 
would have been really good for 
us, said Hudson. 

Owens, who transferred to 
Montevallo from McNeese State 
University, led the team in re- 
bounds, averaging 6.8 points per 
game. The senior averaged 10.5 
points per game, right behind 
Fuller who led the team in scor- 
ing with 11.4 points per game. 


basketball triples last year’s win total 


sissippi College Choctaws 
88-75, helping the Falcons. 
Unfortunately, Monteval- 
lo fell to the number four 
seeded Lady Statesmen, 
keeping them from a post- 
season berth. 

The Falcons played well 
in the first half of the game, 
leading Delta State 31-30 at 
halftime. 

Delta State took control 
of the game in the third 
period, however, and held 
the Falcons to just 11 points 
in the third. 


athletics at UM 


By WYATT HALL 





UM baseball team from years past. Courtesy of Milner Archives and Special Collections 


When you think of the 
University of Monteval- 
lo, you often think of the 
longest running homecom- 
ing tradition in the United 
States: College Night. Or 
maybe it’s the beautiful 
bricks that line the campus 
that spring to mind, or the 
University’s rich and haunt- 
ing Civil War history. 

The University of Mon- 
tevallo has many unique 
and historical aspects that 
make it stand out; however, 
there is one aspect of Mon- 
tevallo, not yet mentioned, 
that is both unique and 
provides historical value to 
the University. 

This aspect is one that, 
like one of the University's 
past slogans, is unconven- 
tional in thought, but is a 
true embodiment of this 
University: athletics. 

Montevallo houses a 
rich history in athletics that 


dates back to its earliest 
days. 

“Athletics has always 
been ingrained in the Uni- 
versity, said UM archivist, 
Carey Heatherly. “Almost 
from the day we opened, 
Oct. 12, 1896.” 

In the last decade, the 
Athletics Department has 
grown rapidly here at the 
University, including the 
addition of 11 sports in the 
past ten years. 

Currently, the student 
population includes 425 
student athletes, which ac- 
count for 18 percent of the 
total undergraduate student 
population. 

Over the next few 
weeks, The Alabamian will 
present a three-part series 
exploring the growth of 
athletics at the University 
of Montevallo, including 
where it all started and 
where it's heading. 


“In the first half we were 
passing the ball in the post, 
doing a good job of putting 
it where it needs to be,’ said 
Head Coach Gary Van Atta. 
“And all of a sudden we 
come out in the third quar- 
ter and we are throwing it 
to the other team.” 
Montevallo turned the ball 
over 16 times in the game 
and the Lady Statesmen 
were able to capitalize on 
the mistakes, scoring 22 
points off turnovers. 

Junior Aaliyah Rice led 


the Falcons in scoring for 
the second straight game, 
totaling 13 points on 4-of-6 
shooting from the floor. 
Despite the loss, Van 
Atta is happy with the 
growth he has seen from 
the team this season. 
Montevallo ends the season 
12-16 overall and 8-12 in 
conference play, tripling last 
year's total of just four wins. 
This season, the Falcons 
won the most games since 
the 2012-13 season. 
Looking back on the 


season, the Falcons upset 
No.25 ranked Lee 66-60, 
beating a ranked team for 
the first time. 

The Falcons also scored 
96 points in a win over 
Christian Brothers Univer- 
sity, the highest point total 
scored by Montevallo since 
2002. In the same game, the 
Falcons also set a program 
record for points scored in 
the first quarter with 35. 


BOO yeaa 
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A young boy holds an Afro American pride flag at the 54th Edmund Pettus Bridge Crossing. Photo by Kat Bell Presidential candidate Sen. Cory Booker speaks with a member of the crowd. Photo by Kat Bell 
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Elementary students sitting up after laying down in protest of voter suppression. Photo by Kat Bell 


Selma’s “Bloody Sunday” commemorated for 
54th year with bridge crossing reenactment 


ne By MORGAN HUNT GLAZE 


In 1965, Martin Luther King Jr. attempted to lead a peace- 
ful protest from Brown Chapel in Selma, Alabama, across the 
Edmund Pettus Bridge, to the state capital in Montgomery. 

The marchs purpose was to raise protesters voices in re- 
gards to the disenfranchisement of African Americans voters. 
Upon their arrival to the now-infamous bridge, those assem- 
bled were beaten and tear gassed by waiting police officers. 
Then-26-year-old man Spider Martin captured the tragedy on 
black and white film, and the event was henceforth referred 
to as “Bloody Sunday.” 

The City of Selma now hosts an annual “Jubilee” weekend 
to honor those foot soldiers by inviting them to cross the 
bridge once again, but this time alongside friends and family 
to celebrate King’s life and triumphs. It is both a commemora- 
tion of “Bloody Sunday” and an evolving political stage. 

On the 54th celebration that took place Saturday, March 
2, Senator and presidential candidate Cory Booker, D-N.]., 
spoke at the same Brown Chapel and challenged the growth 
of the US., stating, “The ‘dream is under attack.’ 

Former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, presidential 
candidate Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., Rep. John Lewis, D-Ga., 
and civil rights activist Jesse Jackson were also in attendance 
for the 2019 reenactment. 

Because of voter suppression measures many states have 
enacted in recent years, such as barriers to registration, dis- 


oS. 


criminatory district maps and restrictions on when and how 
ballots are cast, these leaders expressed fear that the U.S. is 
regressing, rather than moving forward. 

Volunteers echoed this sentiment, laying down on the 
bridge in a symbolic plea for voter rights with signs reading, 
“Lift our vote 2020.” 

‘al In honor of Spider Martin, UM documentary photography 
students photographed the bridge crossing reenactment and 


Sen. Booker and others pray before the bridge crossing. A bystander church service at Brown Chapel. Hillary Clinton and Sen. Booker exchange words during the march. 
holds a sign saying, “I was a dream, I am the dream, I have a dream, we Photo by Kat Bell 
are dreamers.” Photo by Kat Bell 
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A young girl marching with her family in the 54th Edmund Pettus Bridge Crossing. Photo by Kat Bell An attendee proudly raises his Black Lives Matter flag. Photo by Kat Bell 
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Gold Side Scores: “Made in Mayfield” 


Judge 1 Judge 2 Judge 3 Points Possible 





Script 7/10 7/10 9/10 23/30 
Lyrics 9/10 6/10 9/10 24/30 
Score 7/10 7/10 8/10 22/30 
Direction 9/10 8/10 9/10 26/30 
Choreography 9/10 7/10 8/10 24/30 
Acting 9/10 7/10 9/10 25/30 
Dancing 10/10 7/10 8/10 25/30 
Orchestra 8/10 7/10 8/10 23/30 
Costume 9/10 8/10 9/10 26/30 
Set 9/10 7/10 9/10 25/30 
Hair and Makeup 8/10 6/10 8/10 22/30 
Props 4/5 4/5 4/5 12/15 
Lighting Design 3/5 3/5 4/5 10/15 
Running 8/10 6/10 8/10 22/30 
aa of 12/15 10/15 14/15 36/45 
Singing 8/10 9/10 9/10 26/30 
Timing 5/5 
eae 129 109 133 376/470 
a 123.5/164 
Total 
eas 499.5/636 





Purple Side Scores: “Murder en Plastique” 











Judge 1 Points Possible 


Judge 2 Judge 3 


Script 
Lyrics 


9/10 
8/10 


9/10 
7/10 


6/10 
5/10 


24/30 
20/30 


Score 8/10 8/10 6/10 22/30 


Direction 9/10 9/10 5/10 23/30 


Choreography 7/10 7/10 4/10 18/30 


Acting 9/10 9/10 5/10 23/30 


Dancing 9/10 7/10 4/10 20/30 


8/10 
9/10 


Set 10/10 
7/10 


8/10 7/10 23/30 


19/30 


Orchestra 
6/10 
10/10 


4/10 
6/10 
4/10 


Costume 


EET Apes 


26/30 


Hair and Makeup 17/30 


6/10 
Props 5/5 3/5 

Lighting Design 2/5 4/5 

9/10 10/10 


Ul 
= 
Ul 


13/15 
9/15 


W 
= 
Ul 


Running 6/10 25/30 


Overall Effect of 
Production 


13/15 13/15 5/15 31/45 


Ul 
= 
Ul 


Timing 


Singing 8/10 8/10 5/10 21/30 


Production 


Subtotal 339/470 


Preproduction 


ore 145/164 


Total 
Points 


484/634 
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Cast members Emily Perry and Alex Belli perform an impressive stunt. Photo by Kat Bell 





The Wormpots welcome guests to the mysterious Flower Hill dinner party. Photo by Kat Bell 
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Gold Side comments és 


Judge 1 

Judge 1 is a New York City based choreog- 
rapher, director, and teacher. Judge 1 is also 
a member of the Actors Equity Association. 


I want to start by congratulating the en- 
tire company of “Made in Mayfield or The 
Milk Man Cometh’ Gold Side, you are 
clearly at another level of professionalism, 
and I am in awe of all your diverse talents. 
Honestly, this show was a picture-perfect 
example of how to execute modern musi- 
cal theater. 

When I think about your accomplish- 
ments on that stage, what is strikingly 
clear is how fully you thought out every 
inch of your production. The heights of 
musicianship, acting and vocal prowess, 
and level of design you demonstrated up 
there made one thing clear: Gold, you are 
soo0o00 RIGHT NOW and more than up 
to the high standards of work being done 
in today’s live commercial theater indus- 
Ly. 

From curtain up, the setup of this story 
is one we think we already know: An 
unsuspecting, broken family moves into 
a new town to start fresh. . . but some- 
thing is very different here. Wisely, we are 
instantly transported into your world by a 
delightfully charming barbershop quartet, 
subsequently appearing throughout the 
story as our melodic guides, or even our 
dissonant, foreshadow-y messengers. 

Framing your story with this quar- 
tet device was absolutely brilliant and 
certainly captured our imaginations, right 
out of the gate. As an audience member, 
we immediately felt at home and, well, 
maybe a little uneasy. You see, this town 
eerily places you somewhere between 
“The Music Man,’ “Pleasantville,” and that 
screwy family from “Hereditary. All we 
know for sure, just like our heroine, is that 
she is no Zaneeta, there is no such thing as 
a Tommy Djilas and none of us quite trust 
this peppy Harold Hill-esque milk man. 

The real success of “Made in Mayfield” 
comes to us by way of inspired direction 
and stunning choreography. With staging 
so seamless, pictures so clean, and chore- 
ography so fresh, you were able to truly 
excite the crowd and then one second 
later hurl them down your rabbit hole of 
a world. 

To the choreography team, you abso- 
lutely blew me away with your courage 
in delivering tight numbers that not only 
fed the truth of the story, but also expertly 
transitioned us wherever we needed to 
go emotionally. Your choreography felt 
researched and workshopped and organic 
and ambitious and delicious, and I am just 
so energized by your work. 

On that note, I must applaud the di- 
rectors for your expertise in blending the 
scene work seamlessly with the chore- 
ography. It was so impressive to watch, 
and you should be very proud of the flow 


Judge 2 


Judge 2 is a director and award-winning 
choreographer whose work has appeared in 
theatres across the country and on screen. 


First of all, well done. I know that it 
isn't an easy task to create an entire show. 
Your passion, commitment, talent and 
creativity were on full blast. Thank you for 
sharing all of it. 

Your opening number starting with 
the quartet was excellent. They sounded 
incredible and the vocal arrangement was 
fantastic. Kudos to the vocal coaches who 
help to share it. It was a great lead into 
“Welcome to Mayfield.” Choreographers, 
you should be so proud of that number. It 
was well thought out, inventive and fun. 
The build with music and movement was 
truly on a professional level. The perform- 
ers really connected to it, and that is a true 
sign of how good a number is. 

I really enjoyed the choice of a dark 
comedy. The idea that milk was a drug was 
cool. 

Directors, well done with helping to 
shape the piece. Your understanding of the 
style/genre was apparent. The actors were 
very confident in the tone of the show and 
that has a lot to do with you. 

Lighting designer, well done helping 
to focus where the eyes should go. There 
were a few moments I felt could have been 
a bit more thought out, but I do recognize 
that both shows were working off the same 
lighting plot. 

The versatility of the set was very good. 
I did find the painting of the set was flat. It 
needed depth and texture. 

I felt at times the music was very repetitive. 








The 2019 Gold Victory cast strikes a pose at the end of opening number, “Welcome to Mayfield.” Photo by Kat Bell 


of your work as a whole. I also sincerely 
thank you for being so creative in your 
use of the entire theater space, including 
the house. This can be a risky choice. Of- 
ten times there is a masturbatory abuse of 
the actual theater as a playing space. BUT 
YOU DID IT RIGHT. It was completely 
affective in making the audience feel close 
to the characters, a part of the action, and 
just another member of the town. Thank 
you all for your creativity in guiding us 
through this story. 

To the phenomenal cast, I praise your 
diverse talents and contribution to the 
wholeness of this musical. Thank you 
for taking the material and building 
these living breathing four-dimensional 
characters. I always stress to actors the 
importance of engaging as a part of the 
whole picture whenever you are on stage. 
This cast accomplished this task all across 
the board, as one cohesive ensemble. 
Technically, your projection and enunci- 
ation reigned supreme. We did not miss 
a syllable of your performances. In most 
cases, all an audience really wants is to be 
able to hear the story, and your delivery 
is the kind of clean performance that 
often times only Broadway stages achieve. 
BRAVA! 

Now a huge round of applause for the 
technical design elements of this produc- 
tion. To hair and makeup team, your color 
choices and styles were fantastic, and I 
enjoyed the way you differentiated the 
family from the rest of the town. 

I think, if anything, I would tell you to 
think bigger, even more exaggerated. 
With a musical so fantastical, don't be 
afraid to break the rules a little. One wild 
brainstorming idea: What if you were to 
think about how everyones style could 
evolve through the show? Could the 


At times it sat in one place, not allowing 
for growth. 

Principal actors, you really did a great 
job. You all had depth and nuance. Ensem- 
ble for the win. You guys nailed it. 

Congratulations to you all. It was a plea- 
sure to be in the audience for your show. 


Judge 3 


As an introduction, you should know that 
musical theatre has been my life. As a profes- 
sional actor/singer/dancer/director/choreogra- 
pherllyricist and playwright, I have worked 
on Broadway, Off-Broadway, national and 
international tours, having been involved 
with some of the greatest musical theatre cre- 
ators and performers in the business. I speak 
from a great deal of experience. Hopefully, 
you will find my following observations to 
be constructive and shared with the best of 
intentions. 


SCRIPT. First, I must congratulate you 
on the use of a quartet at the start of the 
show to establish the tone and style. To 
reuse them throughout the performance 
is a recognized musical theatre convention 
and very smart on your part. Extra points 
for their barbershop quartet sound. I 
interpreted the cleverly titled “Four Quarts” 
as a tilt of the straw boater to the classic 
musical “The Music Man,” which was also 
referenced in your lead character “The Milk 
Man.” Good work. The script itself was 
clever and consistently provided the audi- 
ence with clearly defined characters and an 
easily followed plot. I also enjoyed the occa- 
sional play on words using dairy references. 


CONT. ON PAGE 6 


family, after they drink the milk, begin to 
morph into the style of the town? Then 
if everyone in the town wears big bright 
colors and makeup and hair, when we see 
mom and dad in the 2nd half, they can 
also suddenly look and act very different. 
Remember, you also paint the direction of 
the piece. 
This also comes into play with the set 
design. One notable achievement was 
that you built this magical pastel town and 
juxtaposed it with the dark home of the 
family. Scenically, that dramatic contrast 
was solid. The only thing I want you to 
consider is how to work with your crew 
and company to transition the show with 
purpose. These days, there is no such 
thing as a blackout, even when the lights 
go out. Every scene change must aid the 
story. You achieved this many times, but 
make sure you are able to deliver this flow 
throughout the entire production, every 
time. 

I want to talk directly to the fabu- 
lous writers, composers and lyricists of 
this piece. I love the world you built, so 
universally relatable and accessible. ‘This 
family is falling apart and needs some- 
thing special to find themselves and fix 
their relationships. We sense this pain in 
the Mrs. Owens dialogue/music, with her 
touching delivery written so very clear. 

Even the extreme difference you 
present in the father character helps to 
highlight this troubled situation. The 
Owens kids are struggling too. One child 
is looking to fit in and the other one is 
sorta looking to figure it all out. I think we 
can all identify with these struggles and 
possibly even the desire for a quick fix, 
a magic elixir. In other words, you have 
constructed a relevant and captivating 
story. Now, I have one question: What 


happens in Act 2? 

I think you may have presented the 
first act of “Made in Mayfield or The Milk 
Man Cometh, and I’m personally very 
interested in how this story RESOLVES. 
The main purpose of theater is to illu- 
minate truths of life by placing relatable 
characters in familiar (all be it fantastical) 
situations. But remember, the audience 
brain is looking for all the feels, so even 
the slickest of shows must communicate 
a message. 

Ask yourselves all the thorough ques- 
tions. Our lactose intolerant hero drinks 
the milk, so what should the audience be 
left feeling in this moment? Know that 
we grow So close to every member of this 
family. With that knowledge, what is the 
resolution of their journey and what do 
they learn? Even if it does end as a horror 
(WHICH I LOOOOOVE!), there still 
must be a platitude on the horizon. 

As I see it, this family can put in effort 
or fall victim to this false reality. They can 
choose to eat the snake’s apple or not, and 
I was honestly left yearning to know how 
this family finally dealt with their real 
issues. Perhaps this show is about human 
connection in the era of a medicated 
society. . . I know, perhaps too deep. But 
never underestimate your job as creators 
to take those lofty risks, even when com- 
edy is involved. I encourage you to keep 
building on this project and to believe in 
how much more you can communicate 
and discover. KEEP DIGGING! 

Once again, to the librettists, lyricists, 
composers, directors, choreographers, 
actors, singers, dancers, musicians, de- 
signers, technicians, crew and company 
of “Made in Mayfield or The Milkman 
Cometh,” I congratulate you. GO GOLD! 





Mickey Mullins (portrayed by Alex Belli) reveals his sinister means for maintaining order in Mayfield. Photo by 
Kat Bell 
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It reminded me of an ad campaign 
youre too young to remember: “Carnation 
Milk. From Contented Cows”. All-in-all, 
an entertaining and creative script, score 
and lyrics. 

DIRECTION. ‘The team of directors 
made some very good choices, beginning 
with the casting. I appreciated the vision 
of the Milkman standing on the statue in 
the town square like Harold Hill preparing 
to do a song for the townspeople. Harold 
Hill’s name is humorously referenced in the 
program where the name of each townsper- 
son is alliterated. 

In regards to the ensemble, I will repeat 
a note I gave to the Purples: stop pulling 
focus when you are background. ‘There was 
entirely too much pointing and waving and 
gesturing that divided the audience's atten- 
tion. Support the scene by being in the mo- 
ment emotionally and spiritually without 
telegraphing to the audience that you are 
acting by doing a mime show. A director's 
job is to design the stage picture and direct 
all actors in the scene to help provide 
focus to the most important spot on stage. 
Meaningless gesturing is distracting. A great 


Purple Side comments ¢ 





director once told his ensemble: “Don’t just 
do something. Stand there!” 

CHOREOGRAPHY. Highly enter- 
taining, high energy and appropriate 
vocabulary of movement for the piece. I 
especially enjoyed the section “borrowed” 
from the Waiters’ Galop in “Hello, Dolly!” 
with dancers carrying (I believe) trays of 
ice cream. Nice dynamics using buildups 
culminating in ensemble movement. “Out 
of chaos, order” can be very effective, and 
it was. [he waitresses on skates were a great 
gimmick and retro reference. 

ACTING. High quality throughout. 
Special nod to Mr. Belli for his despotic 
milkman, a performance that was appro- 
priately charming, threatening and creepily 
smarmy when needed. A very solid perfor- 
mance in a role around which the entire 
story revolved. I also 
enjoyed Benjamin Cain who went from 
straight-laced, uptight dad to a loose- 
limbed, Looney Tune on steroids. Great 
fun. 

SINGING. Good quality all around, 
starting with the quartet of men. Bar- 
bershop harmony is not a familiar style 
to a younger generation, but these four 
young men did an excellent job. I was also 
impressed by Ms. Sandlin’s contemporary 


The 2019 Purple Victory cast sings of “rising above” in their production's “Finale.” Photo by Kat Bell 


JUDGE 1 


“Murder En Plastique” has all the 
magical elements of a theatrical storytelling 
experience. As soon as the lights go down, 
a drum beat sets the pulse of our journey, 
and the audience is instantly pulled into 
this fantastic (heck, downright joyful!) 
evening of mystery and mayhem, lyrics and 
laughs, and a HUUUUUUUUUGE dose 
of heart. 

At the center of this creation is the 
impressive writing, and thankfully this 
brilliance spans across every page. ‘This 
intellectually witty and heartwarming script 
pairs with a diverse score and brings forth a 
spring of emotional life. 

I was swept away with lyrics that play- 
fully enticed the audience and hilariously 
dove inside the inner thoughts of this fab- 
ulously specific batch of wacky, wonderful 
characters. To build these tintypes, so rich 
and layered in their archetypes, and to also 
construct fully formed story arcs for each of 
them is an impressive feat. 

‘The genius part is how you took this 
murder mystery, a format we are all very 
familiar with, and gave it your own creative 
spin. Your characters felt so specific, full 
of surprises and intrigue. It honestly was 
like seeing a murder mystery for the very 
first time. I know it’s a tall order to create a 
45-minute story that takes us from A to Z 
while simultaneously delivering a message, 
so you should feel very proud of this level 
of sophistication. 

As you continue to think about the 
process, I do have one thought for the 
composers and lyricists. It is incredible that 
you were able to give us a variety of musical 
styles while still staying within the world 
you created. Your music fed the energy of 
the action and kept us anchored in the sto- 
ry. The ingenuity of having different styles 
represent the inner thoughts of the charac- 
ters seamlessly moved us emotionally from 
intention to intention and scene to scene. It 
kept us on the edge, which is exactly what a 
murder mystery is supposed to do. 

Now if you wanted to up your sophisti- 
cation, the next part would be to play with 
some of these musical motifs returning in a 
reimagined way. Think about taking all of 


these musical themes and figuring out how 
to manipulate them over and over again in 
the score. That way they become malleable 
to you in the storytelling. In a way, the 
score also directs the subtext of the piece. 
Remember, you are the inner voice, the 
sound that helps us put the pieces together 
or resolve us emotionally. 

This brings me to lyrics. One trap we 
can all fall into when writing a musical is 
this overwhelming pressure to make our 
lyrics expositional enough. Always weigh 
your options in what really needs to be 
said, and what MUST be said. Often 
times, expositional information can be 
implied and lyrics are what the characters 
are genuinely feeling in that moment. 
When the score, lyrics and director's vision 
come together, you can then achieve all the 
contextual information we need as an au- 
dience member. Again, I have such respect 
for this undertaking, and I am inspired by 
your storytelling abilities. 

ANNND, a huge applause break right 
now for your incredible orchestra! You 
truly translated all of the style of the piece 
and created an atmospheric experience for 
the audience. What I loved most about 
your execution was how, at times, you felt 
like a movie score. I was not always aware 
(in the front of my mind) that you were 
playing. You blended so perfectly with the 
world being built on stage. An orchestra 
will take center stage when appropriate and 
then in turn act as a subconscious support- 
ing member of the journey. In the best of 
ways, I never noticed you. In the best of 
words, you were part of the fabric of the 
storytelling. Brava. 

A complex script and score need a 
smart physical life, and it is very clear that 
“Murder En Plastique” had an extraordi- 
nary team of directors and choreographers 
at the helm. I bow down to the direction 
of this piece. It was smart and quick and 
clear, and a constant delight to the eye. You 
really gave us so much to look at and enjoy, 
with a million little character stories to 
latch onto, making the audience constantly 
feel like a fly on the wall of this fantastical 
journey. Most notable was your ability 
to capture a nostalgic time period and 
yet somehow keep the show modern and 


sound as well as Ms. Chatman as Betty 
Buttercream. 


DANCING. Great ensemble work. The 


performance level was exciting, energized 
and achieved high marks in uniformity. 


And kudos to those young ladies in skates 


who didnt’ fly off into the pit! 
ORCHESTRA. Very uniform sound. 


And I only noticed one ragged ending. But 
ultimately this production was well coordi- 


nated with orchestra and vocals. 


COSTUMES. Smart use of pastels for 


all the “homogenous” townspeople and 


the quartet, which set them apart from the 


Owens family and coordinated very well 
with the sets. 


SETS. Also excellent, especially the ice 


cream shop! The lavender worked well in 
the shop and the design motif in darker 
purple broke up the expanse helping to 
provide some depth. The chalkboards 


were a nice touch as well. The family’s new 


home would have benefitted from some 
texturing on the walls. Flat-painted flats 
are boring. The “fountain” in the town 
square was another nice homage to “The 
Music Man,” and it would have been the 


ultimate climax to the show if it had spout- 


ed milk for the finale. 
HAIR AND MAKEUP. Nothing here 


accessible. This is a very difficult balance 

when directing and choreographing, so I 

applaud you for maintaining this balance 
and allowing yourselves be brave in your 

storytelling. 

To balance so many big, one-of-a-kind 
characters can be an overwhelming task, 
but you clearly rose to this occasion and 
quite literally brought these characters 
right off the page and onto the stage. One 
specific area I wanted to applaud you 
on is the use of the staff as a storytelling 
device. They honestly helped root us in our 
location, in the comedy and in the energy 
of the world. ‘Their specific quirks helped 
paint the full picture and I enjoyed how 
they often relayed important information 
to us. 

This leads me to your mastery in tran- 
sitioning us from scene to scene with stage 
action. Your show was incredibly pro- 
duction heavy, so it was very smart to use 
musical numbers and scenes to help make 
these transitions possible. ‘The “Accusation 
Song” is a good example of a transitional 
tool that could inform you when looking 
at the show as a whole. In this case, we get 
to learn about everyone's thoughts in the 
moment while also journeying into the 
next phase of the story. 

I know the one road to achieve this flu- 
idity, and I applaud your success. “Murder 
En Plastique” feels like a perfect fusion of 
direction and choreography, with move- 
ment flowing seamlessly between dialogue 
and song. Honestly that is how it always 
should be. All storytelling is really move- 
ment, and those movements should always 
be an extension of the story being told. I 
thought your movement was sooo adorable 
and quirky and completely organic to the 
characters. 

Now, a thought for you from one 
choreographer to another: This is a hard 
assignment because this specific storyline 
really only lends itself to musical staging or 
“storytelling movement” with a few chanc- 
es to really do bigger chorus numbers. 

My advice is to NEVER feel pressured by 
dance. Some stories lend themselves to full 
on feet-to-the-floor extravaganzas, where 
other stories rely on incredibly creative 
musical staging and movement. Often 


offended or seemed too out-of-place. A 
couple of men in the ensemble had hair 
too long, but otherwise appropriately 
apple-cheeked mindless robots. 

PROPS. I especially appreciated the 
glass milk bottles from another era and the 
ice cream sundae. All props appeared to fit 
the tone and style. 

LIGHTS. I gave this same note to 
Purple: there was a severe, dark area center 
stage. Comedy requires light. To future 
lighting designers, start by lighting center 
stage, then use the rest of your instruments 
to build out. 

RUNNING. Very nice to see attempts 
to choreograph the scene changes. That 
device sort of dissolved later in the perfor- 
mance, but, for the most part, the scene 
shifts were smooth and non-jarring. 

OVERALL EFFECT. I was very im- 
pressed with this production on all levels. 
Each and every cast member contributed 
greatly to its success, and I applaud you. I 
would have applauded longer, but we were 
whisked away to fill out the rating sheets. 
Congratulations to all. A win well-de- 
served. I was honored to be a part of this 
Centennial Celebration and I thank you 
(and the University) for the opportunity to 
share this special event with you. 
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times, that creative musical staging and move- 
ment is what shines through in its specificity 
and cleanliness. This is truly the essence of 

Choreography in musical theater: It must 
tell the story. 

Never underestimate the power of this 
concept, but also don’t let it make you feel like 
you must create a big musical number where 
there isn’t one. For example, the final fight on 
the roof balcony comes to mind. Identify where 
you really need the movement for communica- 
tive reasons. 

THIS ISA NOTE FOR THE ENTIRE 
CREATIVE COMPANY: When words are not 
enough, you sing. When singing is not enough, 
you dance. So, you see, the need for expression 
and communication of intention is the reason 
movement happens, and that importance is 
the same in a huge ensemble number as it is in 
a duet between two of your main characters. 
Those smaller movements and smaller numbers 
are enough. You can trust this. 

To this cast. . . I’m daunted at how to fully 
express my obsession with all of you and your 
work. [ just want to tell you how inspiring it 
is to watch people so fully develop characters, 
take risks, be in the moment and give them- 
selves over to the story being told on stage. 
Know that I could write a personal paper to 
each and every one of you about how your 
performance blew me away. 

Thank you for leaving it all on the stage, having 
the courage to bring such colorful characters 
to life and delivering this script with all of the 
smarts and smirks that made us feel a part of 
the team. I thank you, I want to be you, you 
sincerely gave me all the feels. This is a true 
example of first-rate ensemble work. 

Now, just a reminder that with a script and 
score this lyrically luscious, a HUGE respon- 
sibility lies on actual delivery. Enunciation in 
the text becomes extremely important. Actors/ 
directors - I would seriously consider stripping 
these characters down when working. Neu- 
tralize them of all their affectations at first to 
let the lines and intentions breathe and come 
through. Then you can begin to layer the char- 
acter traits and tropes on top so the character 
work remains extremely clear. 

To the technical staff, designers, costum- 
ers, crew and administrators, I must express a 


CONT. ON PAGE 8 
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huge congratulations on pulling off such 
an ambitious show. Your organization 

is inspiring. I was blown away by your 
designs, from your large atmospheric sets 
that moved and turned and completely 
transformed the space, to the lighting, set 
dressing and props. It all met to make these 
new and mysterious Flower Hill locations 
come to life. 

I really admire how fully you built out 
the set concepts and how smart you were in 
reusing pieces in creative ways. Notably, I 
am in awe of your transition from the main 
hall to the roof balcony in the end. ‘This 
was truly Broadway-caliber work in how it 
functioned to serve the entire piece, and I 
can only imagine what a hard road it was to 
get there. 

The lighting, props and scenery seemed 
to act in harmony, and I congratulate you. 
To the costume, hair and makeup team, I 
just express to you how creative I think you 
are and how well thought out all of your 
choices felt in this production. I can tell you 
did your research and dove head first into 
building these characters from the ground 
up with your ideas about clothes, hair and 
makeup styles. My only thought for you 
is that in some cases you can think even 
bigger. 

Always weigh your complete look with 
everything else visually in the scene. Where 
does it need to land in terms of big? If you 
think, too much, decide whether it will be 
too much in the actual theater space. Espe- 
cially with a piece this broad, exaggeration 
may be of benefit to you in balancing the 
overall look of the stage picture. 

In conclusion, “Murder En Plastique” 
was and is a true stylistic achievement. A 
little “39 Steps” meets “Clue,” mixing with 
“Noises Off” and yet telling a story that 
feels completely fresh and new. The audi- 
ence couldn't help but be charmed by this 
original story. 

As it entertained us, it also made us 
think, and ended up saying something so 
beautiful about home. Purple Side, it is 
clear to me that from onstage to behind the 
scenes, YOU BRING THE HEART, and 


that is what theater making is all about. 


Judge 3 


CONCEPT. “Murder En Plastique.” 

I loved the idea of a musical murder 
mystery. The brief overture from the pit 
did end with a section of “Mysterioso” that 
helped set the mood, but it had been pre- 
ceded by a drum section that I could best 
describe as “Mondo Bongo,” which sent 
my mind to a 1950s coffee house instead 
of Flowerhill Manor. 

Important to remember that all aspects of 
a production must support the tone, the 
style and the intent of the piece. 

SCRIPT. Good story line, but not 
too original. But then again, all murder 
mysteries in a manor house have somewhat 
similar storylines! Interesting variety of 
characters. In a mystery where anyone may 
be bumped off at any time, the charac- 
ters should be unique, and they were. 
Especially enjoyable was the choice of a 
ventriloquist guest, giving the audience 
two characters in one. I cannot comment 
much further on the quality of the script as 
I was unable to understand a great deal of 
it due to poor diction from many members 
of the cast. 

LYRICS. Serviceable, but again, a great 
deal of them were lost due to the same 
poor diction. Remember, in a musical 
the lyrics are as much a part of the book 
as the dialogue (or should be). I believe 
I remember a set of lyrics in the opening 
number to the effect of “something strange 
is happening at Flower Hill Manor,” sung 
by the entire company. It was strange that 
guests, hosts and staff would all be sharing 
the same thought when that thought had 
not been instigated by any particular event. 

SCORE. Perfectly adequate. The bal- 
lads were more effective than the up-tem- 
pos with the exception of “You Got A 
Problem,” which was one of the highlights 
of the production. 

DIRECTION. Ultimately, the direc- 
tor(s) are responsible for everything that 
appears on the stage: the good, the bad and 
the ugly. Their job is to create, to mold, to 
guide and to edit. So, the oft-mentioned 
diction problem falls directly on their 
heads. The staging was sometimes awk- 
ward, especially in moving large groups 
and creating stage pictures. 

Another responsibility of the director is 
to subliminally inform the audience where 
to look, to focus their attention; and, in 
this matter, there was room for improve- 
ment. This ensemble was notoriously 
“busy” and distracting during scenes when 
the focus should have been on the leads. 
All extraneous movement and gesticulat- 
ing and “indicating” should have been 


JUDGE 2 


First of all, well done. I know that it 
isn't an easy task to create an entire show. 
Your passion, commitment, talent and 
creativity were on full blast. Thank you for 
sharing all of it. 

I was a bit confused by the drums in 
the overture. I felt that it didn't connect to 
the story. However, the opening number 
“What’s Happening Tonight?” was a lot of 
fun. It was a great set up for the murder 
mystery. It really set the tone for the show. 
I really thought your concept of a murder 
mystery worked very well. 

I think the strongest component of 
the show was the script. It was witty and 
snappy. I felt the authors really had a firm 
grasp of the style/genre. The directors 
truly understood it and I saw that through 
the performances of the actors. It wasn't 
“overbaked”’ The show truly was handled 
with a great eye and great care. There were 
a few times when the adherence was not as 
strong, but they were few and far between. 

I loved the use of the set and its ver- 
satility. The addition of present cultural 
references was handled delicately. They 
were never over-used. That is evidence of 
strong writing. 

I really enjoyed the choreography, but at 
times it was a bit over choreographed. The 
number that sticks out to me is “Plastic.” 
It felt like there was choreography for 
choreography’s sake instead of it being 
motivated and earned. 

“Woman’ is a great song; well done 
composers and lyricists. That song really 
played to Evelyn’s strengths. 

The lighting designer did a very good 
job. It really helped to give the show focus. 
My only complaint is that directly in 
the middle of the stage was dark. Actors 
would walk in and out of the light and it 
was distracting. 

“Tag Not It” was my favorite number in 
the show, especially the choreography. Sty- 
listically, everything worked in simpatico. 
The fugue was a smart choice. The lighting 
was very impactful. 

The puppet and puppeteer for the 
win. SO SMART. Award winning, in my 
opinion. 


eliminated. The entire stage picture should 
be designed to focus the audience on what 
needs to be seen and heard to further 

the story line, and NOT on an ensemble 
waving their arms to tell the audience “I’m 
acting like I’m acting”. 

A great director once said to his en- 
semble, “Don't just do something. Stand 
there!” The crowd should be invested in the 
moment spiritually and emotionally, but 
not histrionically. The Purple directors were 
able to mine some laughs from dragging 
a dead body around, and provided a good 
laugh line to the effect: “Sing one song 
about being a strong woman...” 

Regarding the dead body. .. I wish 
someone could explain to me what the 
heck was going on when the hefty young 
man in the ensemble who bent over the 
body then appeared to pick something off 
of it, sniff it or eat it, then scamper offstage! 
I have no earthly idea what that was all 
about, but as an audience member, it took 
me out of the show for a minute trying to 
comprehend that stage business and strange 
exit. Confusing and bizarre. 

I enjoyed the directors’ choice of the 
cast throwing themselves into a frenzy after 
the sheriff says “Everyone stay calm.” It 
was a great old bit of comic business that 
we could have used more of. Actually, the 
sheriff says it a second time and I was dis- 
appointed when the cast didn't react with 
the same frenzy. If they had, the directors 
could have gotten a third laugh by finding 
a place for the cast to tell the sheriff “Calm 
down’ and he goes wild. A good place for 
that would be when the Sheriff goes off to 
save Evelyn. Humor works well in threes. 

While we're in that moment, the direc- 
tors gave Puck a “false move” as a piece of 
business. He has just found the real will, 
the piece of evidence that will prove the 
innocence of the woman he loves, and 
he nonchalantly hands it off to a stranger 
to go find Evelyn instead of keeping it as 
evidence. That bit of staging rings false 
because it violates the given circumstances 
and the character's intentions. He’s the 
sheriff. He would have kept it. 

CHOREOGRAPHY. Reminder: when 
staging a number with the full cast, groups 
which are singing the same lyrics must be 
of the same thought, and the choreography 
should support that thought. However, if 
there are characters in the number with 
different thoughts, their staging should 
reflect that. 

In any case, a single pirouette done 
poorly says nothing, and there were far too 
many of those. Group choreography should 
consist of a vocabulary of movement attain- 
able by all performing it. And in Evelyn's 
number with the backup trio, it would have 





A couple of other standouts: the inven- 
tive way the characters were introduced, 
the commitment of the entire team did 


not go unnoticed. Everyone was “in” the 
show all the time. That is dedication. 
It was my pleasure to see your show. 


been more effective to have the trio closer 
to Evelyn throughout the number. 

When they separated from Evelyn 
(sometimes at a great distance) the audi- 
ence was forced to choose whom to follow. 
At one point the trio was downstage right, 
Evelyn was upstage center and Puck was 
in darkness stage left, and the moment be- 
came about the trio instead of what Evelyn 
was trying to express to Puck. Remember a 
backup group is just that, a “backup,” not a 
distraction. 

PS. Bramwell the bird should have had 
a dance solo. I firmly believe Mr. Coleman 
could have made him dance. 

ACTING. Again, diction. I will point 
out that the two actors with the best 
diction were Mr. Coleman and Mr. Moore, 
but I wish the directors had not staged 
Mr. Moore to turn upstage to address the 
dining table full of characters. As a whole, 
the cast exhibited a great deal of physical 
dexterity and a wide vocabulary of move- 
ment, which I personally appreciate in 
performers. 

SINGING. Except for that diction 
thing, the singing was impressive. Special 
nod to Daniel Moore. His vocal production 
is clean, clear, unadulterated and unaf- 
fected. An effortless sound that seems an 
extension of his natural speaking voice. 

DANCING. Great energy! Lots of fun 
being displayed. And mostly very uniform 
(except for that single pirouette obsession). 

ORCHESTRA. Impressive sound 
considering the amount of time to create, 
orchestrate and rehearse. Never overpow- 
ered the vocals. Considering there were 
actors with on-body mics, others without 
and musicians in a pit, it was a very good 
job of balancing and compatibility. 

COSTUMES. According to the pro- 
gram, we were in 1954, but I would never 
have guessed from the costumes. Could 
have been more effective choosing a period 
with a well-defined style, like the 40s or the 
30s. One costume was indeed unfortunate. 
Why would Joseph Shepard, businessman, 
show up to dinner in a black trench coat 
and never take it off. The black trench coat 
was especially unfortunate on a black- 
haired actor with dark skin who often had 
to deliver plot points in dark spot center 
stage? Which leads me to: 

LIGHTING. First and foremost, there 
was a dark spot centerstage. Truthfully 
more of a galactic black hole that swallowed 
all that came within it. It seems that every- 
one passed through it one time or another 
and immediately disappeared! Several times 
during the performance I could hear some- 
one talking but not see them. I would scan 
the stage to see whose mouth was moving, 
but could not find the source due to the 


(Above) Purple Side ensemble members point and 


299 


gasp in shock during “Murder en Plastique”’s open- 
ing number, “What’s Going On Tonight?” Photo 
by Kat Bell 


Black Hole of Calcutta and the well-lighted 
periphery where the rest of the cast was 
busy being busy with their focus pulling 
gymnastics! 

PS. Pm giving this same note to the 
Golds. Also, if | remember correctly there 
was only one follow spot. Whoever staged 
the duets should never have allowed the ac- 
tors to be so far apart that the spot couldn't 
open up to include both in light. 

SETS. Impressive use of the box units, 
turning, moving to place, revolving for mul- 
tiple use. Considering the number of actors 
who ran up and down those stairs, they 
seemed to be fairly sturdy and well-con- 
structed. 

My first impression of the manor’s inte- 
rior was a bad reaction to the color choice. 
The subject matter inside the large frames 
were in the same color palette as the wall, so 
they essentially disappeared. In other scenes, 
flat painted walls needed some sort of 
texturing to break up the monotony, such as 
darker shading at the top to bring the focus 
down onto the actors, stripes or patterns 
which can easily be achieved with stencils. 
And some consideration should have been 
given to that staircase. When it was in place, 
it was a big brown behemoth lording over 
center stage. It could have been made more 
interesting (and truer to the style) by simply 
painting a carpet on it. 

HAIR AND MAKEUP. Again, the hair 
and makeup did very little to define the 
period. I would have liked every female who 
worked at the Manor to have their hair up 
and off their shoulders and the hair on the 
male staff should have been slicked down to 
approximate some uniformity in style. 

LIGHTING DESIGN. You know what 
I’m going to say: basic lighting technique 
dictates that center stage, the most power- 
ful position onstage, should never be the 
antinode wherein an actor goes to hide 
from the audience. It does a disservice to 
the actors, to the play and most importantly 
to the paying audience. In addition, the 
lighting plot for “stage generals” was very 
uneven. 

A general note to males in the ensemble: 
be men onstage. ‘There was entirely too 
much “mincing.” It’s a term. Avoid it. 

In conclusion, I enjoyed a great deal of 
“Murder En Plastique,” when I could hear 
it. You should be proud of your hard work. 
Hopefully, my observations will be kept in 
mind as you move forward to next year’s 
“College Night.” I was honored to be a part 
of this Centennial Celebration and I thank 
you (and the University) for the opportuni- 
ty to share in this special event. 
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BFA senior Dylan Dagnan presents “Seminar” 


By ARIEL HALL 
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Although he prefers theatrical works with serious themes, Dagnan ensures the process of putting them together is fun. Photo by Kat Bell 


Senior BFA student Dylan 
Dagnan debated between major- 
ing in theatre or mass communi- 
cation before coming to college, 
but ultimately settled on begin- 
ning his UM career as a mass 
communication student. 

However, Dagnan found his 
true calling in UM’s Theatre 
department after taking Intro 
to Theatre with Michael Walk- 
er, who thought Dagnan had 
a natural talent for the craft. It 
wasnt long before Dagnan made 
the switch. 

Since then, Dagnan has acted 
as assistant director for UM pro- 


ductions “The Wolves” and “Rap- 
ture, Blister, Burn” during the 
2017-2018 UM theatre season. 
He is currently working with the 
department on musical “Priscilla, 
Queen of the Desert.” 

Since Dagnan didn’t consid- 
er himself an actor, he instead 
focused his efforts on directing, a 
fitting niche considering his child- 
hood love for movies. 

“I always wanted to watch 
adult movies like “Ihe Shaw- 
shank Redemption.’ As a kid, I 
didn't like animated movies, so 
I would watch whatever movies 
my brothers were watching,’ said 


Local chocolate 


By ALABAMIAN STAFF 


Dagnan. “There was a movie that 
I watched over and over again and 
that was “The Royal Tenenbaums’ 
with Wes Anderson.” 

Aside from Anderson, Dagnan 
also noted that he was inspired by 
film director Stanley Kubrick. 

Dagnan recently directed his 
first full-length show at Monteval- 
lo, “Seminar,” which also served 
as his senior project. Later in the 
semester, his fellow BFA senior 
Kassie Kouch will present her 
project “Quake.” 

At the end of last spring, 
Dagnan had to pick which show 
to do for the project, but he was 


confronted with some difficulties. 

“As a director, there is a list of 
shows that youre going to do. I 
picked all of my favorite shows 
and none worked, either because 
of casting problems like size or the 
type of show,” said Dagnan. 

Although “Seminar” was not 
his first choice, Dagnan learned 
to love it after working on a scene 
for class. 

“T did a scene from ‘Seminar’ 
in my Directing I class with Robin 
Stevens, and it ended up the last 
one on the list. It’s one of my 
favorite plays,” said Dagnan. 

“Seminar,” a Pulitzer Prize 
nominated play by Theresa 
Rebeck, is a provocative and raw 
dramatic comedy about four aspir- 
ing young novelists in New York 
City who pay for a seminar with 
“rock-star editor” Leonard. 

These novelists include Kate, 
an affluent Upper-West-Side wom- 
an with a fancy apartment, and 
her friends: Martin, who is neu- 
rotic and private about his work; 
Douglas, a well-connected prep 
school grad; and, Izzy, a seductive 
opportunist. 

Leonard’s unorthodox teach- 
ings lead to chaos, and friends 
become frenemies as some succeed 
while others flounder. 

‘The cast of Dagnan’s produc- 
tion included freshmen Karli 
Blankenship as Kate and Abby 
Bowers as Izzy. Their male coun- 
terparts included seniors Dakota 


Patrick as Douglas, and Brock 
Schumann as Martin. Alumnus 
BJ Underwood returned to UM 
to portray Leonard. 

“When it comes to what 
makes a great production, my 
main thing is that I don’t care 
what the audience says, because 
they'll react the way they react, 
but I really do care about what’s 
going on with the actors,” said 
Dagnan. “Are they having fun? 
Are they enjoying themselves? I 
like to do serious stuff, so I try to 
have fun.” 

The rich intensity that the cast 
portrayed took Rebeck’s witty 
work to a new level under Dag- 
nan’s direction, but he credits the 
success to the team behind him. 

“I was so stressed beforehand, 
but then I got my stage manager 
and I saw the cast,” said Dag- 
nan. “After the first rehearsal, I 
wasnt so unnervingly stressed. I 
had such a great team. My stage 
manager, Jenna Goodson, was 
amazing.” 

The show was performed Feb. 
21 to 24 in Reynolds Hall. 

When it comes to words of 
wisdom, Dagnan had this to say 
to fellow and aspiring directors: 
“Just do it. If you have an idea, 
write it out. Get some friends and 


put it on.” 


chip cookie showdown 


Five cookie options were presented to our writers, but only one would be deemed the best. Photo by Waid Jones 


When confronted with purchasing decisions, consum- 
ers always want to know that they are getting the most 
out of their money. So, on March 3, members of The 
Alabamian staff got hungry and sat down to determine 
the best chocolate chip cookie that one could buy in 


Montevallo. 


The cookies were judged based on taste, mouth 
feel, chocolate-to-cookie ratio, temperature, consistency 


(between cookies) and were then given an overall score. 
The contending treats were purchased from Lucky’s 
(Cookie A), McDonald’s (Cookie B), Subway (Cookie 

C), KEC (Cookie D) and Pizza Hut (Cookie E). All writers 
were presented with a cookie and told nothing about its 
origins. These are their truthful, unbiased impressions 
and comments. 


Cookie A 
Laura DeRocher: Ugly, but pretty 
good 
Stephen Gilbert: Tad bit crispy and 
super sugary. Nothing that was 
special 
Katy Barnes: Very crumbly and 
scratchy. Soft in a bad way and 
cold. 
Ariel Hall: Great aesthetic, but a 
little too crumbly and dry. 
Kathryn Bell: Gritty, but still 
pleasurable. 


Harrison Neville: Has a gritty taste. 


Plenty of space between the grains 
of cookie. Almost dry. Highly 
crumbly. I appreciate the choco- 
late chunk. 

Camryn Brookes: Unmemorable. 
It’s been 20 minutes and I’ve 
already forgotten this cookie. 





Cookie B 
Laura DeRocher: Unremarkable 
Stephen Gilbert: The edges felt like 
they were close to being burnt. 
Though, the temperature of this 
was pretty decent, like it just came 
out of the oven 
Katy Barnes: Salty on first bite, 
very chocolatey and gooey. 
Ariel Hall: Gooey, but crumbly. 
Kathryn Bell: Warm. Almost a 
completely different taste than A, 
but not better. Left an after taste. 
Harrison Neville: Chunky. Tastes 
slightly burnt. Too thick. 
Camryn Brookes: The salty flavor of 


this cookie was a nice surprise. 


50.0 
45.0 
40.0 
35.0 
30.0 
25.0 
20.0 
1520 
10.0 

5.0 

0.0 


Points Awarded 





M@ Lucky's 


Cookie C 
Laura DeRocher: This was fine 
Stephen Gilbert: Tad bit chewy. 
The chocolate tastes a little differ- 
ent. Very noticeable like it’s fake 
chocolate. 
Katy Barnes: Hard — looks fresh 
hours later, but it’s way too sweet. 
Ariel Hall: Chewy, gooey and deli- 
cious. Also, it had the best size. 
Kathryn Bell: Largest of all the 
cookies. Sweetest and very good. 
Not particularly warm but the 
chocolate chips were melted. 
Looks homemade. 
Harrison Neville: Too sweet taste, 
very gooey chocolate chips. Not 
the best of aftertastes. 
Camryn Brookes: | put this cookie 
in my mouth and everything felt 
wrong. 


. 





Stephen Gilbert muses over an appropriate rating for Cookie B. Photo by Waid Jones 


Winner! 


Cookie Retailers 


B® McDonalds ®™Subway 


Cookie D 
Laura DeRocher: Ugly, unappe- 
tizing 
Stephen Gilbert: Very soft and 
chewy. Chocolate is very good. 
Katy Barnes: Looks pale. It’s mid- 
soft. Chewy, not melty. 
Ariel Hall: Pale, but it has a weird 
after taste. 
Kathryn Bell: Chocolate chips look 
dry and like fake melted chocolate. 
It’s chewy though it feels cold. Not 
as sweet which is actually prefera- 
ble to Cookie C. 
Harrison Neville: It’s quite chewy. 
It has a good aftertaste that creates 
a strong craving for a cool glass of 
milk. 
Camryn Brookes: \his was pleasant. 
The chocolate was creamy and 
cookie was soft. 


KFC 


Pizza Hut 


Cookie E 
Laura DeRocher: Tasted super 
burnt? Also, looked fake which 
was weird 
Stephen Gilbert: Wack. Absolutely 
not. 0/10, so bland and over- 
cooked. It tasted like cardboard. 
Katy Barnes: Artificially chewy, 
hard on crust and too thick. It also 
tastes stale. 
Ariel Hall: Triangular so the crust 
is crunchy and the rest is soft. 
Kathryn Bell: Crumbly. This one 
had an odor. The chocolate chips 
are more bitter than the others. 
Thick, like a cast iron cookie. 
Harrison Neville: The pie shape is 
unusual, but it’s very consistent 
with a pleasant crunch on top and 
chewier in the middle. 
Camryn Brookes: Uhis cookie was 
“dummy thick.” Fantastic, I loved 
It. 
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9 Netflix Originals to write home about 


By ARIEL HALL 





In 2019, more and more 


people are streaming content 
online every day. And it makes 
sense; with the rise of Netflix 
and other similar services, 
viewing our favorite shows 

has never been easier. One 
click of the mouse, and voila! 
Binge-worthy material is now 
at our fingertips. 

Among streaming services, 
Netflix led the charge in its 
release of original shows and 
movies alongside their syn- 
dicated material, and such 
content has the tendency to 
skyrocket toward virality at 
alarming rates (i.e., “Bird 
Box”). However, the tiresome 
task of sifting through a sea of 
choices can sometimes hin- 
der our ability to locate these 
diamonds in the rough. To 
eliminate that burden, read on: 

“One Day at a Time” This 
show is a remake of Norman 
Lear’s 1970s sitcom of the same 
name. The story's focus is a 
Cuban-American family with 
a newly single Army veteran 
raising her kids with her moth- 
ers help. Though this show has 


the marks of many a traditional 


Horoscopes 





By JASMINE BAXTER 


Aries fi This week, you 
may feel as though you 
need a break from continu- 
ous planning. Know your 
limits; spending time with 
friends could keep you 
from burning out. 


Taurus & Handling your 
work and school obliga- 
tions is at the forefront of 
your mind right now, but 
remember that life isn’t all 
work and no play. 





Bihese. worms, 
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We all enjoy sitting down to watch something on Netflix, but sometimes choosing what to watch can be more time-consuming than you planned for. Photo courtesy of Pexels 


sitcom with its extra bright 
lighting and canned laughs, 
it breaks the mold by dealing 
with serious topics ranging 
from racism and feminism to 
mental health. 

“Dumplin’” Based on the 
YA novel by Julie Murphy, this 
film explores the world of Dan- 
ielle Macdonald’s character, 
Willowdean Dickson, affec- 
tionately known as Dumplin’ 
to her former pageant-winning 
mother Rosie (Jennifer Anis- 
ton). To prove a point to her 
mother, plus-size Willowdean 
signs up for a pageant as a form 
of protest. When fellow out- 
casts follow suit, a revolution of 
empowerment ensues. 

“Stranger Things” Consid- 
ering the recent resurgence of 
‘80s nostalgia, it’s no surprise 
that “Stranger Things,” cre- 
ated by the Duffer Brothers, 
became a total hit. In 1983 
small town Indiana, Will, the 
young son of Joyce Byers (Win- 
ona Ryder), goes missing and 
an investigation ensues. Will's 
friends, a group of ragtag kids, 
find themselves drawn into 
a mystery involving a secret 


Gemini i If you have 
any desire to explore your 
boundaries, now is the time 
to do so. Challenging 
yourself -- and succeeding! 
-- will do wonders for your 
confidence. 


Cancer S& You might 
find yourself seeking out 
projects this week. Al- 
though these activities may 
take up a lot of time, they 
will improve your life in 
meaningful ways. 


Leo & Your close friends 
may need a little more 
attention than usual today. 
Using these opportunities 
to share yourself may bring 
you much more joy than 
anticipated. 


government project and a little 
girl nicknamed Eleven (Millie 
Bobbie Brown). Supernatural 
forces lead to trouble and chaos 
ensues. Since its release, Netflix 
has also released an after show 
hosted by Jim Rash. Season 
three is set to be released July 
4, 2019. 

“Roma” If you like doc- 
umentaries, check out the 
Academy Award-winning film 
“Roma.” This autobiographical 
film explores a year in the life 
of a family in 1970s Mexico 
City. The incredibly moving 
film allows the audience to 
spend some time in a setting 
unexplored by most Ameri- 
can-made media. The film was 
written and directed by Alfon- 
so Cuarén and recently won 
three Academy Awards. 

“Sex Education” In this 
British comedy, when the 
socially awkward Otis Milburn 
inadvertently helps the school 
bully with his sexual perfor- 
mance, he and Maeve, his 
confident but vulnerable class- 
mate, open a business together 
to educate their fellow students 
regarding their complicated 


Virgo @ If you are 
extremely sensitive to 
environmental imbalances, 
use it to your advantage. 
Problem-solving will come 
much easier to you today. 


Libra ®& Your life has 
been more unstable than 
you're comfortable with 
lately, but remember that 
you're a natural born 
conciliator. Trust that you 
will make sense of every- 
thing soon. 


Scorpio iif It may be 
especially hard for you to 
get things done right now. 
Try to slow down and make 
simpler adjustments; you 
will need that breathing 
room in the coming days. 


love lives. This comedy drama 
also features Gillian Anderson 
of “X-Files” as Otis’ mother 
and Ncuti Gatwa as Otis’ best 
friend Eric. 

“The Ritual” In this 2018 
horror/thriller, four friends 
set out into the wilderness 
after the death of a friend. The 
mysterious forest takes them 
to a place where evil exists, 
and audience members are left 
wondering if they'll ever get 
out alive. It attempts to be the 
“Blair Witch Project,” but with 
more imagination, and the 
characters’ desperation com- 
municates everything you need 
to know. 

“American Vandal” If you 
love true crime, youre sure 
to enjoy this satire. The first 
season follows an aspiring doc- 
umentarian as he investigates 
the aftermath of a vandaliza- 
tion incident at the local high 
school. Everyone is convinced 
that Dylan Maxwell, a trou- 
bled senior, may potentially 
face expulsion. But like many 
crime dramas, the answer isn't 
always so clear-cut. So... 


Whodunit? 


Sagittarius [The 
need for a change of pace is 
leaving you restless. At- 
tempt to rework and 
reorganize your current 
routine first; a little pa- 
tience will serve you well. 


Capricorn & Right now, 
the issues that surround 
you seem immensely 
frustrating. Take comfort in 
knowing that these prob- 
lems won't last forever. 


Aquarius £ Your mind 
may be brimming with new 
thoughts and ideas, but be 
careful about committing 
yourself to them too 
quickly. You may regret 
those decisions down the 
line. 


“Candy Jar” In this cheesy- 
on-purpose romantic comedy, 
two rivaling students at an elite 
school start a debate club to 
please their mothers as college 
looms closer. Soon they realize 
they have more in common 
than they thought. Not that 
you couldn’ guess for yourself, 
but there is indeed a happy 
ending, and the introverted 
girl from a working-class fami- 
ly falls in love with her wealthy 
rival. 

“You” In this series, an 
awkward crush turns to fatal 
attraction when Joe (Penn 
Badgley), a bookstore man- 
ager meets an aspiring writer 
named Beck (Elizabeth Lail). 
Using every tool at his dispos- 
al, Joe gets rid of all the obsta- 
cles keeping them apart — even 
people, including Beck’s best 
friend Peach (Shay Mitchell). 
What wont he do for love? 
This dark and twisted show is 
truly riveting and currently set 
for a second season. 


Pisces [J Life may bea 
whirlwind right now, but 
don't forget to relax. 
Balancing your peace and 
workload is a necessary act, 
and the change will be 
welcomed with your busy 
schedule. 


SUBMIT 
STS 
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Submit your 
comics to 


alabamian@ 


montevallo.edu 
for a chance to 
be featured in 
our next issue! 





